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Transit  Coordinat ing Committee  
 
April 19, 2017 
 
Targeted Green Infrastructure Program – Solicitation for Input 
 
Issue:  The Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) is soliciting input for a 
proposed new grant program to reduce emissions and achieve the multiple additional benefits of reduced private 
vehicle travel.   
 
Recommendation:  Review the draft awardee selection and funding process guidelines in Attachment #2 and 
provide comments. 
 
Background:  In September 2016, the Transit Coordinating Committee (TCC) reviewed the proposed 
Targeted Green Infrastructure (TGI) Program, described below, and provided comments regarding the 
practicality and potential impact of the proposal.  Based on the comments received, SMAQMD staff prepared 
draft awardee selection and funding process guidelines. 
 
Purpose:  The goal of the Targeted Green Infrastructure (TGI) Program is to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) in a Blueprint-friendly way by making tangible improvements to the built environment that facilitate 
walking, bicycling and transit as means of everyday transportation.  Funded projects must demonstrate the 
potential to result in VMT reductions, be consistent with the Blueprint, and be politically and practically 
feasible.  During Fiscal Year 2017-18, the TGI Program will seek to enhance the use of transit by improving 
bus stops in the Sacramento region.  The goal is to make the stops more serviceable to a wider range of riders.  
Bus shelter/stop transformations have significant potential for increasing bus transit ridership,1 but the operating 
costs of transit systems frequently don’t allow for provision of adequate facilities at all bus stops.   
 
Draft Project Description:  The program will offer reimbursement of up to $40,000 to providers of public 
transportation who are voting members of the TCC for the completion of activities that will improve transit 
stops with ADA accessibility infrastructure, seating, shelter, shade trees, and/or solar-powered lighting.  The 
transit stop to be installed/improved must be located within the SACOG six county region.  Reimbursable 
improvements include the installation of a concrete pad and walking path to the stop (ADA accessibility), and 
seating.  For transit stops that are already ADA compliant and provide seating, the installation of any of 
following improvements is reimbursable:  shelter, 1-3 trees to shade the seating area, solar-powered lighting, 
and schedules and other passenger information. There is no minimum match requirement; however, completing 
the project with a portion of the funds provided by the transit operator is acceptable. 
 
Criteria:  Public transit agencies or organizations that have or maintain transit stops or stations are eligible to 
apply.  Applicants must demonstrate eligibility to receive funds, identify the location of the bus stop 
improvements, describe the proposed improvements, and include maximum funds requested. The amount of 
ridership will not be a consideration in the award process, so that rural agencies are on an equal footing with 
urban agencies for receipt of awards.  Successful applicants awarded funds are ineligible to win an award the 
following year.  
 
Application Process:  Complete and submit by email the one-page application form (see draft, Attachment 
#1) at www.airquality.org.  Applications will be accepted May 9 - June 1, 2017.  Awards will be granted by a 
random selection process, detailed in Attachment #2.   
                                                 
1 Liwag, K. E. (2011). Increasing Bus Transit Ridership Through Technology and Aesthetic Innovations. Dr. W. Drummond CP8990 Option Paper. 
 



  

 
Potential applicants are encouraged to begin developing applications now to ensure sufficient time to complete 
a viable request. 
 
Evaluation and Award Process:  Applications will be screened for applicant’s ability to receive the funds, 
the rights to the property, and the ability to finish the project, for example, even if it requires supplementary 
funds from the transit operator to complete.  A total of $80,000 is anticipated to be available for awards in FY 
2017-18, with individual awards of up to $40,000 anticipated per project.  Awards will be granted through a 
lottery selection process, detailed in Attachment #2, until the available amount of funding for the fiscal year is 
reached.  Funds will be awarded on a reimbursement basis.  Projects must be completed within 12 months 
(except if a written request is approved and the MOU modified) to be eligible for cost reimbursement.   
 
Comments on the draft award selection process are requested from TCC members by 5:00 on Tuesday, 
April 25. 
 
Key Staff: 
 
Paul Philley, AICP – SMAQMD 
Teri Duarte, MPH – SMAQMD  


