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Prop 6: Considerations for Regional Governments

The California Association of Councils of Governments is a 
nonprofit organization formed to serve regional governments. 
We have 47 member agencies that range in size from the Lake 
County/City Area Planning Council (population 64,000) to the 
Southern California Association of Governments (population 18 
million). From the Sacramento region, members include 
SACOG, Placer County Transportation Planning Agency and the 
El Dorado County Transportation Commission.  

Most of our members are involved in planning and funding 
transportation infrastructure; many actually deliver specific 
projects, and a few also operate transit systems.  Some of our 
members benefit from self-help sales tax revenue, and 

eighteen are federally designated Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs) responsible for developing regional 
transportation plans under federal law and sustainable 
communities strategies under state law. 

This "small number, diverse interest” character of our 
membership creates a unique forum that CALCOG members 
value. We may not always agree, but CALCOG provides a 
place to have important policy discussions. We share 
information between members. We educate others about 
the role that regional governments play today, and 
encourage discussions about how our members can partner 
to find new solutions for the problems of tomorrow.

Bill Higgins, Executive Director, CALCOG

About the California Association of Councils of Governments 
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CURRENT STATE OF TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

Still Short of What Is Needed.  Despite recent increases in the level of 
funding, the state’s total transportation investment is still short of the 
amount needed to maintain the system in a state of good repair.  Source: 
League of California Cities-CSAC, Pavement Condition Study (2016)

But Very Much Improved:  There are more than 6500 new projects funded 
in the last 18 months. These are projects of all types – but they all improve 
the underlying safety and performance of the transportation network for 
autos, transit, freight, pedestrians, and other users of the system.  Source: 
www.rebuildingca.ca.gov (maintained by CalSTA). 

. 

http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/
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Current State of System: Sacramento Region

The Cost of Deficient Roads Per Sacramento Area Driver:

• $993  Congestion and delay 

• $754   Vehicle Operating Costs  

• $419   Safety (crash, medical & deaths)

Source: Tripnet – an industry-sponsored nonprofit research institute.  Tripnet reports that 70% 
of the roads in the region are “poor or mediocre (only 30% are in fair or good condition). This 
finding is consistent with the League/CSAC State Assessment that found the average PCI in the 
region to be at the middle of the “At Risk” category with a typical score of 62.  (See 
www.savecaliforniastreets.org). The actual PCI varies slightly within the six counties.  

$2166 per driver

http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/
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PROPOSITION  6

Proposition 6:  Jeopardizes the safety of roads and bridges by 
rolling back transportation funding to pre-existing levels 

• Requires a reduction of $5 Billion annually

• Safety on our roads and bridges jeopardized 

• Rolls back current investments

• Will make future investment more difficult
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SACRAMENTO REGION: LOCAL STREETS & ROADS FUNDS

COUNTY ANNUAL 10-YEAR TOTAL

El Dorado $9.53M $95.3M

Placer $20.3M $200.3M

Sacramento $62.6M $620.6M

Sutter $6.82M $68.2M

Yolo $11.9M $119M

Yuba $4.15M $41.5M

The annual figure is the increased level of local street and road funding that would be eliminated if Proposition 6 is passed.  Includes 
funds to cities and the county.  The 10 year figure matches the analysis provided to the legislature, but provides further information 
about the significance of the issue placed before the voters.  

Ten Year Total:
$1.1 Billion
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SACRAMENTO REGION: KEY PROJECTS AT RISK

• I-5 Corridor Enhancements & US 50 Multimodal Corridor Projects

• Western Placerville Interchanges

• City of Sacramento:  Grid 3.0

• Capital Southeast Connector

• SAC RTD: Light Rail Vehicles & Gold Line Improvements

• City of Woodland: Main Street
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SACRAMENTO REGION: CURRENT PROJECT RISK

152 Pothole & Repaving Projects

30 Congestion Relief Projects

100 Safety projects on local roads

23 Projects improving the safety of bridges

52 Pedestrian-Cyclist Safety Improvements.
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SACRAMENTO REGION: LONG TERM EFFECTS

• Projects going forward more likely to stay “on the shelf”

• Competitive funds for transformative projects will cease

• Projects in the RTP—and even the TIP—may never be realized

• Likely to affect the ability of MPOs to achieve GHG reductions

• The maintenance backlog on the state and local system gets worse
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CURRENT ACCOUNTABILITY:  OVERSIGHT

• Caltrans required to achieve $100 Million in operational efficiencies

• Independent Office of Audits & Investigations and Inspector General

• California Transportation Commission oversight

• Cities & Counties must meet specific transparency requirements

• Proposition 69 Lockbox – 81% voted in favor of locking these funds 
in a way that assures their use for transportation
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ACCOUNTABILITY:  PERFORMANCE
Rebuildingca.ca.gov
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Pocketbook Effect?

• Proponents claim $780 per family per year 
(assuming two drivers)

• Opponents say $117 per driver average ($234 
for family with two drivers)

• Compare Potential Savings: TRIPnet estimates 
reduced vehicle operating costs of  $754 per 
driver (not counting savings from safety and 
congestion)
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“We simply cannot allow this 
magnificent system to deteriorate 
beyond repair.  Good tax policy decrees 
that, whenever possible, a fee for a 
service should be assessed against those 
who directly benefit from that service.  
Our highways were built largely with 
such a user fee: the gasoline tax.  I think 
it makes sense to follow that principle to 
restoring them to the condition we all 
want them to be in.”


