
Sacramento Area 
Council of 
Governments 

 

 
 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee 
Thursday, February 2, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. 
SACOG Rivers Rooms, 1415 L Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 
 
The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee may take up any agenda item at any time, regardless of the order listed.  
Public comment will be taken on the item at the time that it is taken up by the committee.  We ask that members of the public 
complete a request to speak form, submit it to the clerk of the committee, and keep their remarks brief.   If several persons 
wish to address the committee on a single item, the chair may impose a time limit on individual remarks at the beginning of 
the discussion.  Action may be taken on any item on this agenda.   
 
Roll Call:  Directors Banks, Flores, Jankovitz, Neu, Vasquez, West, Vice-Chair Crews, 
Vice-Chair Suen and Chair Frerichs. 
  
Public Communications:  Any person wishing to address the committee on any item not on the 
agenda may do so at this time.  After ten minutes of testimony, any additional testimony will be 
heard following the action items.   
 
Action: 

1. Minutes of the December 1, 2016, Meeting (Ms. Lizon) 
2. Sustainable Communities Planning Grant & Incentives Program Best Practices Pilot 

(Ms. Lizon) 
3. Forest and Watershed Planning Grant Opportunity (Ms. Lizon) 

 
Information: 

4. Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Update (Ms. Lizon) 
5. Blueprint Implementation Activities (Ms. Hargrove)  

 
Receive and File: 

6. Land Use & Natural Resources Committee Charge  
 
Other Matters: 
 
Adjournment 
 
 
Next committee meeting:  Thursday, March 2, 2017 
This agenda and attachments are available on SACOG’s website at www.sacog.org.  SACOG is accessible to the 
disabled. As required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Federal Rules and 
Regulations adopted in implementation thereof, a person who requires a modification or accommodation, auxiliary 
aids or services in order to participate in a public meeting, including receiving this agenda and attachments in an 
alternative format, should contact SACOG by phone at 916-321-9000, e-mail (contact@sacog.org) or in person as 
soon as possible and preferably at least 72 hours prior to the meeting.  Parking is available at 15th and K Streets.  

http://www.sacog.org/


      
 

 
 Item #17-2-1 

L a n d  U se  &  Na t ur a l  Re s o ur c e s  C omm i t tee  Ac t i o n  

 
January 26, 2017 
  
Minutes of the December 1, 2016, Meeting 
     
Issue:  The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee met on December 1, 2016. 
   
Recommendation:  Approve the minutes of the meeting as submitted.  
 
Discussion:  Attached are the minutes of the December 1, 2016 Land Use & Natural Resources 
Committee meeting for approval. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:KL:ts 
 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
 



SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
LAND USE & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

 
DRAFT ACTION MINUTES 

  
 
The SACOG Land Use & Natural Resources Committee met on December 1, 2016 in the 
Sacramento & American Rivers rooms on the Third Floor of the Meridian Plaza Building located 
at 1415 L Street, Sacramento, CA at 1:00 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Director Spokely called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present: Directors Hodges, Jankovitz, Kennedy, Rohan, Spokely (for Vice Chair 

Powers), West, and Chair Sander 
 
 Absent: Director Johnson and Vice Chair Aguiar-Curry. 
   
1. Minutes of the November 3, 2016, Meeting 
 

Upon motion by Director West, seconded by Director Jankovitz, and unanimously carried, 
the minutes of the November 3, 2016 Land Use & Natural Resources Committee meeting 
were approved without any changes.  

 
2. Contract with Portland State Urban Sustainability Accelerator and Activities to 

Accomplish Phase 2 of SB 743 Analysis 
 

Upon motion by Director Rohan, seconded by Director Kennedy, and unanimously carried, 
the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommends that the Board authorize: 1) the 
SACOG CEO to negotiate and sign a contract amendment with USA; and 2) authorize 
SACOG to perform other SB 743 Analysis activities per the description below.  

 
3. Application to California Energy Commission for Electric Vehicle Plan 

Implementation 
 

Upon motion by Director West, seconded by Director Rohan, and unanimously carried, the 
Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommends that the Board allow SACOG to 
apply to the California Energy Commission (CEC) grant process for PEV plan 
implementation, and if awarded, enter into a contract with the CEC. 
 

4. Request for Proposals and Contract for Regional Growth Projections 
 

Upon motion by Director Hodges, seconded by Director West, and unanimously carried, the 
Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommends that the Board authorize the 
SACOG Chief Executive Officer to release an RFP for contractor support on the Regional 
Growth Projections project, and that the SACOG Board of Directors authorize the SACOG 
Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and execute a contract with the selected vendor. 
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5. Final Regional Active Transportation Program Funding Recommendation 
 
 The Committee received and reviewed this report.   
 
6. Extension of the Spare The Air Transportation Control Measure in the 8-Hour Ozone 

State Implementation Plan 
 
 The Committee received and reviewed this report. 
 
7. Blueprint Implementation Activities 
 
 The Committee received and reviewed this report. 

 
8. SACOG Salutes Annual Awards Program 
 

The Committee received and reviewed this report. 
 

9. Update on Transportation Measures on the Ballot 
 

The Committee received and reviewed this report. 
 
 
 
Adjournment  

 
Chair Sander adjourned the meeting at 2:05 p.m. 
 
 



 

Item #17-2-2 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Act ion 

January 26, 2016 
 
Sustainable Communities Planning Grant & Incentives Program Best Practices Pilot 
 
Issue: SACOG staff is seeking approval to submit a grant application to the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research (OPR) for the Sustainable Planning Grant and Implementation Best Practice 
Pilot. 
 
Recommendation: That the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommend that the SACOG 
Board authorize staff to submit a full application to OPR and its implementing program partners, and if 
awarded, enter into a contract with the Department of Conservation.  
 
Discussion: The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR), with support from the Strategic 
Growth Council, has made $250,000 in funds available to the Sustainable Communities Planning 
Grant and Incentives Program Best Practices Pilot (pilot). The intent of the pilot is to support 
development and/or implementation of a specific portion of a land use plan, land protection or 
management practice, or development project, targeting sustainable development and the State’s 
climate policies. An outcome of the pilot would be the identification a local best practice and creation 
of a replicable case study. Applicants can request up to $50,000 in funding and no match is required. 
 
SACOG staff is recommending a pilot proposal that will focus on the development of Rural-Urban 
Connection Strategies (RUCS) principles that would inform upcoming SACOG Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS) development and complimentary 
RUCS program implementation work. The grant funding provides an opportunity to showcase prior 
project work, incorporate additional rural analysis into the MTP/SCS, and broaden SACOG RUCS 
program exposure at a state level. A product of the grant, as required by the grantor, would be a case 
study report that can be used by other local jurisdictions and Metropolitan Transportation Planning 
Agencies/Regional Transportation Planning Agencies, in both long and short range planning process.   
 
Concept proposal are due on February 9. OPR and SGC will announce grant awards in late spring of 
2017. Staff is seeking approval to submit a full application requesting $50,000. If successful, work on 
this project would begin following award. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
KET:RDO:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
 David Shabazian, Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Program Manager, (916) 340-6231 
 Renée DeVere-Oki, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6219 



 
 

Item #17-2-3 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Act ion 

January 26, 2017 
 
Forest and Watershed Planning Grant Opportunity 
 
Issue: Should SACOG partner with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy on a grant proposal and 
project to study forest management impacts on the region’s watershed and air quality? 
 
Recommendation: That the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommend that the 
Board approve submittal of a grant application for the Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant 
Program and authorize the CEO to submit a letter of commitment. 
 
Discussion: The Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS) program aims to provide data and 
tools to help inform decision-making on rural economic and environmental issues. In 2010, 
SACOG contracted with forestry experts to convene stakeholders and outline the challenges and 
opportunities in forest management. A number of recommendations resulted from that work 
including promoting regional collaboration and agreement on desirable and appropriate forest 
management strategies. To that end and in concert with SACOG’s role in the North State Water 
Alliance, staff has worked with Mountain Counties Water Resources Association to ensure the 
entire watershed—up to the crest of the Sierra Nevada range—is considered in efforts to address 
water resources regulatory and policy concerns. More recently, SACOG has been approached by 
the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) to participate in a region-wide collaboration aiming to 
educate and better link water, air quality, recreation and carbon sequestration benefits to 
“lowlands” from forest management in the “uplands.”  
 
The SNC has also asked SACOG to join them in submitting a grant proposal to the Healthy 
Watershed Consortium Grant program, a partnership of the U.S. Endowment for Forestry & 
Communities, Inc., the US Environmental Protection Agency and the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The program funds projects that accelerate strategic protection of healthy, 
freshwater ecosystems and their watersheds via plans, strategies and funding mechanisms to 
implement projects for watershed protection, source water protection, green infrastructure, or 
related landscape conservation objectives. The SNC and SACOG intend to use this funding, if 
awarded, to build a technical toolkit to support the aforementioned collaboration and to better 
connect SACOG’s existing urban and rural tools to data and modeling for the upland areas of the 
region. SACOG would also assist with engaging a diverse range of stakeholders, including local 
elected officials and their staff. 
 
The proposed project would link directly to a SACOG project to develop data, models, and 
strategies for groundwater recharge. While this study focuses on groundwater resources for 
agricultural production, it offers a framework to better connect regional surface water quality, 
quantity, and timing to groundwater supplies and management.  
 
The project could also tie to the region’s work on improving air quality. Any gains the region 
makes in reducing emissions is sometimes offset by forest fires, which may be a factor in air 
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quality non-attainment occurrences. Forest management strategies resulting from this project may 
also benefit air quality and our region’s ability to improve public health and meet federal and state 
standards. 
 
Proposals are due on February 1; therefore, due to the timing of the committee and board meeting, 
staff is seeking approval retroactively. SACOG’s letter of commitment is included as Attachment 
A. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
KET:DS:ts 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
 David Shabazian, Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Program Manager, (916) 340-6231 
   







 
 

Item #17-2-4 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Information 

January 26, 2017 
 
Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Update 
 
Issue: The Rural-Urban Connections Strategy program is an ongoing effort by SACOG for the 
rural parts of the region. 
 
Recommendation: None. This item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: SACOG’s Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS) program was initiated in 2008 
as a mitigation measure for impacts to the agriculture industry—based largely on the loss of 
farmland—identified in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities 
Strategy at that time. The 3-year project evolved into an ongoing program at SACOG with 
dedicated core funding and grants supporting the work. Staff has developed substantial technical 
capacity for the program and produced case studies for local jurisdictions demonstrating the 
significance of the work for planning how agricultural lands may be used to increase economic 
viability in rural areas.  
 
RUCS is a compliment to urban land use planning and completes the picture of how a region, both 
its urban and rural areas, plans for its future and implements those strategies. RUCS is unique in the 
realm of MPOs and COGs, particularly with its heavy emphasis on economic development and rural 
areas that typically receive relatively little transportation funding due to population-based formulas 
for allocation of funds. Nonetheless, RUCS has matured to a point that comparisons of urban and 
rural land use can be conducted, particularly using important metrics such as greenhouse gas 
emissions and infrastructure cost and maintenance as ways to compare the tradeoffs of supporting 
and enhancing agriculture or converting land to urban uses. RUCS is helping to ensure that the 
unique characteristics of the region’s rural areas are comprehensively understood, and to embed that 
knowledge in all aspects of SACOG’s long-range planning and transportation funding functions. 
This capacity provides SACOG with a unique set of tools to assess land use plans and expand the 
region’s understanding of the consequences of land use decisions. 
 
RUCS has been recognized throughout the state and nation for its innovative approach to rural and 
regional planning. California Forward’s California State Economic Development Plan has for the 
last three years included a provision calling for RUCS to be implemented statewide. RUCS was 
chosen as one of the “Top 25” programs nationally in the 2015 Innovations in American 
Government Awards competition conducted by Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government. RUCS has been used to bolster state and federal support via Metro Chamber advocacy 
programs. The effort has been recognized by the USDA, EDA and White House resulting in an 
invitation to present RUCS at an Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
international conference. This federal recognition was also important in the Central Valley recently 
receiving an Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership designation, for which RUCS is 
identified as a cornerstone to economic development strategies for the food and agriculture cluster. 
 



Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee P a g e  |  2  
 
Staff will provide an overview of RUCS to the committee and is seeking guidance on content for a 
presentation to the SACOG board in February. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
KET:DS:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  David Shabazian, Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Program Manager, (916) 340-6231
   



 
 

Item #17-2-5 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Information 

January 26, 2017 
 
Blueprint Implementation Activities 
 
Issue:  Update on SACOG’s Blueprint Implementation land use activities. 
 
Recommendation: None. This item is for information and discussion. 
 
Discussion: The purpose of this item is to regularly inform the Committee of SACOG land use 
related activities in support of local implementation of the Blueprint principles. SACOG generally 
conducts Blueprint Implementation Land Use Activities in response to requests from member agencies 
and/or developers or non-governmental organizations, including: 1) provision of data and/or technical 
support to member agencies implementing the Blueprint; 2) review and comment on development 
proposals regarding their consistency with the Blueprint principles or the MTP/SCS; and 3) 
educational presentations on the Blueprint. 
 
In January, SACOG staff conducted the following Blueprint Implementation land use activities: 

• With funding from a third round Strategic Growth Council grant for technical planning 
assistance to member jurisdictions: 

o Held the first meeting of the Corridor Working Group and interviewed and selected 
a consultant to support its corridor retrofits project 

o Met with El Dorado County and El Dorado County Transportation Commission 
about community planning efforts in the Cool area. 

• Continued work on SB 743 case study analysis with statewide working group. 
• Tracking and agency coordination on the Affordable Housing and Sustainable 

Communities (AHSC) cycle 3. 
  

Per Board policy, this list of activities will also be reported in the CEO report that goes to the SACOG 
Board. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
KET:JH:KL:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  Jennifer Hargrove, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6216 
   



 
 

 

            Item #17-2-6 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Receive & Fi le  

 
January 26, 2016 
 
Land Use & Natural Resources Committee Charge 
  
Attached is the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee charge that was approved by the 
SACOG Board in February 2013 for your information. 
 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
 



 
 

SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
LAND USE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE CHARGE 
              

Purpose:  The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee shall develop recommendations for the 
full SACOG Board of Directors relative to issues regarding land use and all natural resources issues, 
including air quality, climate change, water resources, flood protection, and open space.  
 
Activities:  Activities of the committee may include, but are not limited to:  

• Overseeing the Community Design Grant program, a competitive regional funding 
program providing incentives for smart growth implementation, including monitoring of 
awarded grants for timely benchmarks and deliverables. 
 

• Acting as recommending committee for the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) 
functions for Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties and for developing the Airport 
Land Use compatibility plans (ALUCPs) for areas around the airports working with cities 
and counties to ensure consistency determinations. 
 

• Overseeing the regional air quality plans for criteria pollutants (ozone, PM-10, PM-2.5, 
carbon monoxide) and the resulting air quality conformity analyses for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Community Strategy (MTP/SCS) and Metropolitan 
Transportation Improvement Programs (MTIPs). 
 

• Providing guidance and oversight of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA), an 
eight-year plan of projected jurisdictional housing needs by household income, and 
supporting member jurisdictions in the development of their housing elements.   
  

• Guiding the Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS), including program activity 
associated with multiple state and federal grants (e.g., California Strategic Growth Council 
Grant). 
 

• Guiding implementation measures included in the MTP/SCS that will help mitigate climate 
change and other environmental impacts.  

 
• Analyzing transportation, air quality, natural resources, and land use issues and their inter-

relationships within our region for potential negative impacts that could inadvertently be 
created, identifying opportunities for improvements in these areas, and serving as a 
clearinghouse of ideas for SACOG members.  
 

• Serving as a regional forum for discussing air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, energy 
conservation, climate change, and other natural resources issues, and serving as a regional 
clearinghouse for ways to address these issues.  
 

• Monitoring greenhouse gas and air quality emissions standards and regional performance, 
including development and maintenance of tools associated with land use monitoring and 
forecasting activities. 
 



 
 

• Convening key stakeholders in discussions about natural resource issues and policy 
interactions with the MTP/SCS and RUCS, including the development of a regional open 
space plan, as identified in MTP/SCS. 
 

• Discussing and supporting policies to encourage access to water resources and coordination 
of flood protection considerations associated with land use and transportation infrastructure 
planning, including the development of workshops to provide the Board with background 
and potential strategies flood issues. 
 

• Monitoring and identifying the impacts of changes to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 
FEMA regulations that may impact development in communities subject to flooding. 
 

• Discussing and supporting local agency requests for critical levee improvement projects, for 
authorization under the Water Resources Development Act, and for changes to mitigate the 
impacts of the National Flood Insurance Program on unique industries and economic 
clusters in the Sacramento region. 
 

• Participating in regional coalitions related to water resources concerns associated with the 
Delta and Delta watershed. 
 
 

Membership:  The current chair of the SACOG Board of Directors shall appoint the members of  
the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee.  
 
Term of Committee Members:  Members of the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee shall 
serve for a term of one year.  
 
Officers:  The current chair of the SACOG Board of Directors shall designate one of the committee 
members to serve as committee chair, and members to serve as vice chairs. 
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