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Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee     

Thursday, June 4, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
SACOG Rivers Rooms, 1415 L Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA  
 
The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee may take up any agenda item at any time, regardless of 
the order listed.  Public comment will be taken on the item at the time that it is taken up by the committee.  
We ask that members of the public complete a request to speak form, submit it to the clerk of the 
committee, and keep their remarks brief.   If several persons wish to address the committee on a single 
item, the chair may impose a time limit on individual remarks at the beginning of the discussion.  Action 
may be taken on any item on this agenda.   

 
Roll Call: Directors Frerichs, Jankovitz, Kennedy, Powers, Rohan, Veerkamp, West, 
Vice Chair Hodges and Chair Aguiar-Curry 
 
Public Communications:  Any person wishing to address the Committee on any item 
not on the agenda may do so at this time.  After ten minutes of testimony, any additional 
testimony will be heard following the action items.  

 
1. Minutes of the May 7, 2015, Meeting◄ (Ms. Lizon) 
2. Highlights from Portland Downtown Housing Tour (Mr. Chew) 
3. Exploring Potential Infill Financing Through Infrastructure Finance Districts (Mr. 

Chew) 
4. SACOG Technical Assistance Progress Update (Ms. Hernández) 
5. 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Update:  

Policies and Strategies (Mr. Carpenter)  
6. 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Update:  

Outreach (Ms. Lizon) 
7. Ten-Year Anniversary of Adoption of Sacramento Region Blueprint Celebration 

(Ms. Hernández) 
8. CycleSac Update and Outreach Plan (Ms. Cacciatore) 
 
Other Matters 
Adjournment 

◄ Indicates Action 

Prepared by:    Approved by: 

 

Mike McKeever    Cecilia Aguiar-Curry 
Chief Executive Officer   Chair 

Next committee meeting: August 6, 2015  

The Meridian Plaza Building is accessible to the disabled.  If requested, this agenda, and documents in the agenda 
packet can be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 
202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Federal Rules and Regulations adopted in implementation 
thereof.  Persons seeking an alternative format should contact SACOG for further information.  In addition, a person 
with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
participate in a public meeting should contact SACOG by phone at 916-321-9000, e-mail (contact@sacog.org) or in 
person as soon as possible and preferably at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.   Parking is available at 15th 
and K Streets 

 



      
 
 

 
 Item #15-6-1 

L a n d  U s e  &  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  A c t i o n  

 
May 28, 2015 
  
Minutes of the May 7, 2015, Meeting 
     
Issue:  The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee met on May 7, 2015. 
   
Recommendation:  Approve the minutes of the meeting as submitted.  
 
Discussion:  Attached are the minutes of the May 7, 2015 Land Use & Natural Resources 
Committee meeting for approval. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:KL:ts 
 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
 



SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
LAND USE & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

 
DRAFT ACTION MINUTES 

  
 
The SACOG Land Use & Natural Resources Committee met on May 7, 2014 in the Sacramento & 
American Rivers rooms on the Third Floor of the Meridian Plaza Building located at 1415 L Street, 
Sacramento, CA at 1:30 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Aguiar-Curry called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present: Directors Jankovitz, Kennedy, Powers, Rohan, West and Chair Aguiar-Curry. 
 
 Absent: Director Frerichs, Veerkamp and Vice Chair Hodges. 
   
1. Minutes of the April 2, 2015, Meeting 
 

Upon motion by Director West, seconded by Director Rohan, and carried by unanimously, the 
minutes of the April 2, 2015 Land Use & Natural Resources Committee meeting were approved 
without any changes.  

 
2. Food System Multiplier Study Update and Contract 
 

Upon motion by Director Powers, seconded by Director Rohan, and carried unanimously, the 
Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommends that the Board authorize the Chief 
Executive Officer to negotiate and execute an agreement with a contractor for the regional Food 
System Multiplier study upon approval by the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee. 
 

3. Rural Economic Development Workshops Update 
 

The Committee received and reviewed this report. 
 

4. 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Update: Policies 
and Strategies 

 
The Committee received and reviewed this report. 
 

5. Receive & File:  May is Bike Month Update  
 

This was a receive & file item.  No staff presentation was made. 
 
Other Matters 
 
The Committee announced the grand opening of Clipper Creek electric vehicle charging station on 
Tuesday, May 12 at 9 a.m. in Auburn.  
 
Adjournment 
 
Chair Aguiar-Curry adjourned the meeting at 2:21 p.m. 



 
 

 Item #15-6-2 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Information 

May 28, 2015 
 
Highlights from Portland Downtown Housing Tour 
 
Issue:  A tour was provided to City of Sacramento representatives of housing development in downtown 
Portland, Oregon. 
 
Recommendation:  None, this is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  As part of the technical assistance offered to all cities and counties in the SACOG region 
through the Strategic Growth Council Sustainable Communities Planning Grant, Round 3 (SGC 3), some 
jurisdictions have requested support in finding comparable examples.  Other jurisdictions have requested 
technical support on specific corridor projects, and some have requested research or public workshops.  
The City of Sacramento, in conjunction with the Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
(SHRA), requested that one of SACOG’s consultants on the grant, Portland State University’s Urban 
Sustainability Accelerator Program (USA), arrange and lead a tour of housing development in downtown 
Portland.  The City is looking for models for the Mayor’s initiative to construct 10,000 housing units in 
downtown Sacramento in 10 years.  (Please note that the SGC3 grant pays for the consultant’s time to 
prepare for and lead the tour, but not for any travel-related expenses incurred by the City or SHRA).   
 
The Portland tour took place in early April and focused on three areas of the city. First, the tour visited 
Portland’s Pearl District, which has served as a hotbed for heavy urbanized mixed use development.  
Participants then visited with City of Portland planning staff, and afterwards, toured the South Waterfront 
area of downtown, a former brownfield area along the Willamette River.  Finally, they met with the 
Portland metropolitan planning organization, Metro, and then visited new housing developments in the 
Lloyd District, an aging office and shopping mall district.  SACOG staff will summarize for the 
committee key themes of the tour and how they may apply to the Sacramento region.  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:GC:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  Greg Chew, Senior Planner (916) 340-6227 
 



 
 

 Item #15-6-3 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee   Information 

May 28, 2015 
 
Exploring Potential Infill Financing Through Infrastructure Finance Districts 
 
Issue:  Infrastructure Financing Districts may be an alternative means of financing public infrastructure in 
local communities. 
 
Recommendation:  For information only. 
 
Discussion:  Despite the demise of redevelopment funding, California law still allows local jurisdictions 
a means of financing infrastructure that is little-known and seldom used.   
 
Infrastructure Financing Districts (IFDs) were enacted into state law in 1990 as an alternative to 
redevelopment areas.  The law allows for voter/property owner approved bond issuance of funds for 
public infrastructure.  Funds may be used based on an infrastructure financing plan.  The program may pay 
financing infrastructure such as roads, bridges, parking and transit facilities, water/wastewater facilities, 
flood control, libraries and parks.  The city council or governing body would create the boundaries, which 
may be non-contiguous.  Voter approval requires 55 percent.   
 
Two state laws were recently enacted to make IFDs more appealing to local governments.  First, in 
February 2014, AB 471 removed a prohibition on IFDs within former redevelopment project areas.  Then 
in September 2014, SB 628 created Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts, which allow the entirety 
of a jurisdiction, such as a city, to create one IFD.    
 
City of West Sacramento staff member Aaron Laurel will explain IFDs to the Committee and describe the 
city’s successful experience in the program and what it may mean to other local jurisdictions.  The city is 
one of very few in the state to utilize the program.  The attachment is the presentation file.  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:GC:ts 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  Greg Chew, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6227 
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 Item #15-6-4 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Information 
 
May 28, 2015 
 
SACOG Technical Assistance Progress Update 
 
Issue: SACOG staff have been implementing grant-funded technical assistance throughout the region.  
 
Recommendation: None, this is for information and discussion.  
 
Discussion: With funding from the Strategic Growth Council, California Endowment and Sierra Health 
Foundation, staff has been facilitating technical assistance on commercial corridor redevelopment, and 
community revitalization.  
 
The technical assistant comes through on-the-ground meetings with local staff, business and property 
owners, residents, and other stakeholders. Staff will present the committee with a progress update, focused 
on the perspectives of resident engagement, resident and community need planning, and short-and long-
term strategies for building a sense of place.  
 
Each of the current processes are considered pilot projects, and staff are focused on documenting 
successes and challenges to build case studies where findings can be applied to communities throughout 
our region facing similar redevelopment challenges. As part of the presentation, staff will be asking for 
feedback from the committee on topics that resonate with the planning issues in their communities.  This 
feedback will help staff to frame the development of the case studies.  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:MH:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  Greg Chew, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6227 

Monica Hernández, Public Information Officer, (916) 340-6237 



 
 

 Item #15-6-5 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee   Information  

May 28, 2015 
 
2016 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Update: 
Policies and Strategies 
 
Issue: How should the policies and strategies of the Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS) be updated to reflect the policy themes of 
the 2016 plan update?   
 
Recommendation: This item will be presented to all three Board committees for information 
and discussion.  
  
Discussion: The purpose of this item is to solicit board member input on the policies and 
strategies that will be included in the draft MTP/SCS that is currently under development. In 
May, staff presented to the committee an approach to updating the MTP/SCS policies and 
strategies that focuses specifically on modifications that ensure the plan aligns with each of the 
board-adopted policy themes for this 2016 plan update. These policy themes are: land use 
forecast, transportation funding, investment strategy, investment timing, and plan effects. 
Building on this approach, staff made specific edits to a subset of the policies and strategies in 
the current plan. These proposed edits are included in Attachment A.  
 
The proposed edits can generally be categorized as one of the following: increasing the emphasis 
on investing in system maintenance and rehabilitation; further developing project-specific 
analysis tools; acknowledging and addressing the unique issues in suburban communities, as 
well as rural, urban and small towns; addressing climate adaptation; identifying strategies for 
complete streets and road rehabilitation; and reflecting completed or new research, as 
appropriate.  
 
Staff is seeking committee feedback on the proposed changes in Attachment A and will 
incorporate any feedback into the draft plan.  Note that some of the sections identified for change 
are not yet edited; final draft edits will be included in the draft chapter that comes to the Board in 
August for review.   
 
Public and Stakeholder Input on Policies and Strategies 
Since the May committee meeting, staff circulated and presented the policies and strategies 
update approach to the stakeholder sounding board and the Planners Committee and Regional 
Planning Partnership, advisory committees of local agency planning staff.  Feedback from these 
groups is discussed under a separate item.  From now through the summer, staff is developing a 
draft plan for the Board to release in September for a 60-day public comment period. If specific 
recommendations for policies and strategies are made by local agencies, stakeholders, or the 
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general public prior to the public comment period, staff will consider how well-aligned the 
recommendation is with the policy themes of the plan update in determining whether or not to 
include suggestions in the draft policies and strategies chapter that is released in September.  
Once the draft plan is publicly released, any comments on the policies and strategies, or any 
other aspect of the plan, will be presented to the Board in the response to comments.  
 
Next Steps in the 2016 MTP/SCS Update Process  
July: Board recess. Staff continues to prepare draft plan and draft environmental impact report. 
 
August: Board committees review critical chapters of draft plan, including the policies and 
strategies chapter, before chapters are assembled into the complete draft plan. 
 
September: Board takes action to release draft plan for 60-day comment period; draft 
environmental impact report will be published concurrently for same 60-day comment period.  
 
Attachment B includes the schedule for the remainder of the MTP/SCS update.  
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever  
Chief Executive Officer  
 
MM:KL:ds 
Attachments 
 
Key Staff:  Kacey Lizon, MTP/SCS Manager, (916) 340-6265 



Attachment A 

Review of Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
Proposed edits are shown in underline/strikethrough 

Background on the policies and strategies of the 2012 MTP/SCS: The policy element of the MTP/SCS is required to 
address the transportation issues of the region, identify and quantify regional needs expressed within both short- 
and long-range planning horizons, and maintain internal consistency with other MTP/SCS elements (Government 
Code § 65080(b)).  For the 2012 MTP/SCS the SACOG board adopted 31 policies and many supportive strategies to 
implement the plan.  The policies are higher-level actions and the strategies are more specific actions that 
implement the policies.  The policies and strategies were developed to support these six guiding principles of the 
MTP/SCS, which have been in place since the 2008 plan: 

Smart Land Use: Design a transportation system to support good growth patterns, including increased 
housing and transportation options, focusing more growth inward and improving the economic viability of 
rural areas. 

Environmental Quality and Sustainability: Minimize direct and indirect transportation impacts on the 
environment for cleaner air and natural resource protection. 

Financial Stewardship: Manage resources for a transportation system that delivers cost-effective results and 
is feasible to construct and maintain.  

Economic Vitality: Efficiently connect people to jobs and get goods to market. 

Access and Mobility: Improve opportunities for businesses and citizens to easily access goods, jobs, services 
and housing. 

Equity and Choice: Provide real, viable travel choices for all people throughout our diverse region. 
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Attachment A 

Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

1. Policy:  Provide information, tools, incentives and encouragement to local 
governments that have chosen to grow consistent with Blueprint principles.   

1.1. Strategy:  Invest in the Community Design Funding program, an 
incentive program for local governments that provides transportation funding for 
smart growth developments that promote walking, bicycling and transit use. 

  

1.2. Strategy:  Pursue regulatory reform at the national, state and local levels 
to encourage Blueprint-style growth.   

1.3. Strategy:  Support incentive programs that make infill development 
more attractive or lucrative.  

1.4. Strategy:  Create and invest in a rural strategy and program to improve 
transportation systems that affect the economic viability of rural areas located in 
jurisdictions that implement good growth patterns, consistent with the Blueprint 
Principles, the Rural-Urban Connections Strategy, or other rural initiatives. 

 

1.5 Strategy: Work with local jurisdiction staff to develop and maintain a 
development activity tracking tool, for use in local and regional planning, and to 
assess growth patterns both at the local and regional level. 

 

2. Policy:  SACOG intends to educate and provide information to policymakers, 
local staff, and the public about the mutually supportive relationship between 
smart growth development, transportation, and resource conservation. 

  

2.1. Strategy:  Provide computer software, training and technical assistance 
to local governments.    

2.2. Strategy:  Monitor and report on the transportation and air quality 
impacts of development patterns and their relationship to Blueprint growth 
principles. 

  

2.3. Strategy:  Monitor and report on commute patterns for all modes, traffic 
levels, and transit use and bicycle and pedestrian mode share compared with the 
projections in this MTP/SCS. 

 

2.4. Strategy:  Develop educational materials to inform local discussions, 
particularly in urban and suburban infill areas, about neighborhood travel 
behavior, health and the effects of higher density on traffic, transit, walking and 
bicycling. 

Refine to also mention suburban 
areas 

2.5. Strategy:  Continue to develop and apply health and social equity 
analysis methods and performance measures to help inform MTP/SCS updates 
and local discussions on development patterns, including transportation 
performance measures and opportunities related to accessibility, equity, public 
health and youth.  
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Attachment A 

Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

2.6. Strategy:  Assist with mapping and coordination between SACOG, 
transit, and health and human service providers on transit planning and siting of 
lifeline services needing transit access. Develop educational materials and life-
cycle methodology on public facility planning that incorporates the costs of 
extending transit service to locations outside existing transit corridors.  

  

2.7 Strategy:  During the design –scoping phase, review transportation 
projects using appropriate and available project-level analysis tools to assess 
whether they foster transportation choices, improve local community circulation 
and provide access to opportunities or divide communities, and either avoid or 
mitigate negative impacts (including those to public health, safety, air quality, 
housing and the environment).   

Refine to mention project-level 
analysis tools being used as a 
means for assessment. 

2.8. Strategy: Continue Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) efforts that 
promote good land use planning around airports, minimize public safety hazards, 
and support the utility of each airport. 

  

2.9 Strategy: Strengthen SACOG’s modeling tools with the development of 
an economic land use model based on the PECAS framework.  This model may 
support regional economic development efforts and inform a wide range of 
MTP/SCS efforts, including jobs-housing fit (i.e., the relationship between housing 
costs and wages around an employment center), infill incentives, congestion and 
parking pricing, and transportation project phasing.  

 

2.10 Strategy: Provide technical analysis and education to inform policy and 
decision makers, local staff, and regional stakeholders about the benefits of 
strategic growth management on the region’s open space resources and the 
economic and environmental benefits they provide. 

  

3. Policy:  SACOG will encourage local jurisdictions in developing community 
activity centers well-suited for high quality transit service and complete streets.   

3.1. Strategy:  Support development proposals that are well-suited and 
located to support high-quality transit use in Transit Priority Areas, or walkable 
communities, through Blueprint analysis. 

Refine to broaden the 
description to include support 
for development proposals in 
other areas that also align with 
Blueprint principles and are 
transit-supportive. 

3.2. Strategy:  Continue to identify best practices for complete streets, 
continue to add to the Complete Streets Toolkit, and initiate a technical assistance 
program to help local agencies develop street designs that are sensitive to their 
surroundings and context. 

Update description to reference 
the new Regional Complete 
Streets Initiative  

3.3. Strategy:  Establish regional guidance for high-capacity transit station 
area planningtransit-oriented development. 

Refine to reflect the range of 
recent TOD planning efforts 
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Attachment A 

Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

3.4. Strategy:  Support efforts by transit agencies and local governments to 
site and design transit centers and stations close to economic centers and 
neighborhoods and to expand park-and-ride facilities at a few key stations. 

  

3.5. Strategy:  Encourage local agencies to develop an interconnected system 
of streets, bikeways, and walkways that support a more compact development 
form; avoid building new circulation barriers; accommodate safe travel for all 
users; and provide connections across creeks, freeways and high-speed/high 
volume arterials and through existing gated communities, walls and cul-de-sacs to 
access schools, activity centers and transit stops. 

  

3.6. Strategy:  Encourage development patterns that provide safe and 
efficient pedestrian and bicycle access to transit stops and trunk commuter transit 
lines. 

  

3.7. Strategy:  Use findings from research on parking regulations and pricing 
to identify opportunities to implement findings, which Conduct a research study 
and perform travel modeling and air emissions analysis to identify alternatives for 
local governments to use to modify current parking regulations to create 
incentives for people to use alternative modes. Study will be conducted with local 
governments and air districts; findings will be presented to all related and 
essential parties. 

 
Update to mention that a study 
was completed and current 
efforts focus on ongoing 
implementation opportunities. 

4. Policy:  SACOG encourages every local jurisdiction’s efforts to facilitate 
development of housing in all price ranges, to meet the housing needs of the 
local workforce and population, including low-income residents, and forestall 
pressure for long external trips to work and essential services. 

  

4.1. Strategy:  Develop the required Regional Housing Needs Plan to guide 
local agencies’ assessments of housing supply and price ranges.  

4.2. Strategy:  Encourage adequate supply of housing at a variety of price 
ranges in the region, which will help to meet local demand, prevent the export of 
housing to adjacent regions, and, consistent with federal and state statutory 
goals, promote integrated and balanced living patterns that help provide access 
and opportunity for all residents and reduce the concentration of poverty. 

  

4.3. Strategy:  Continue to develop tools to assist local jurisdictions in 
assessing housing needs in a variety of price ranges, including jobs-housing fit tool 
and housing plus transportation cost analysis.  
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Attachment A 

Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

4.4. Strategy:  Continue to iIdentify appropriate best practices for successful 
transit-oriented development in different settings through case studies from the 
this MTP/SCS, and continue to assist local governments with environmental 
review to capitalize on SB 375 CEQA benefits for residential and residential mixed-
use Transit Priority Projects.  

Update description to note that 
the case studies have been done 
and that the current focus is on 
implementation opportunities.  

4.5. Strategy: Provide support for jurisdictions to overcome common issues 
identified in local analyses of impediments to fair housing and a regional analysis 
funded by federal grant funding from HUD.  

  

5. Policy:  SACOG should continue to inform local governments and businesses 
about a regional strategy for siting industry and warehousing with good freight 
access. 

  

5.1. Strategy:  Work to identify and preserve land uses to meet goods 
movement needs of local, nearby customers.   

5.2. Strategy:  Study and consider the need for land for suppliers, 
distributors, and other businesses with a regional clientele that may prefer to be 
near the center of the region with good freeway access, but do not need high-cost 
center-city sites. 

  

5.3. Strategy:  Further study and consider the needs of the agricultural 
industry for aggregation and distribution, cold storage, warehousing, processing 
plants, and other facilities near transportation access. 

  

5.4. Strategy: Share goods movement research and information completed 
through the RUCS to inform the work of economic development initiatives, 
including the Next Economy - Capital Region Prosperity Plan and the Greater 
Sacramento Area Economic Council, the region’s current recession recovery plan 
under development. 

Update so the strategy also 
covers other active or planned 
economic development 
initiatives. 

6. Policy:  SACOG encourages local governments to direct greenfield 
developments to areas immediately adjacent to the existing urban edge through 
data-supported information, incentives and pursuit of regulatory reform for 
cities and counties. 

  

6.1. Strategy:  Minimize the urban growth footprint of the region by 
improving interior circulation and access instead of access to and beyond the 
urban edge. 

  

6.2. Strategy:  Provide incentives and invest in alternative modes to serve 
infill and more compact development.    

6.3. Strategy:  Seek out funding to acquire conservation easements 
accompanying specific regional connector road projects, to protect land from 
development in areas that are not intended or zoned for development. 
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Attachment A 

Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

6.4. Strategy:  Continue to pursue regulatory reform at the state and 
national levels to remove barriers to greenfield developments when appropriate 
at the edges of existing urbanization. 

  

6.5. Strategy:  Encourage local jurisdictions to use RUCS data and tools to 
analyze possible impacts to agriculture and natural resources from the urban 
growth footprint. 

  

7. Policy:  Implement the Rural-Urban Connection Strategy (RUCS) which 
ensures good rural-urban connections and promotes the economic viability of 
rural lands while also protecting open space resources to expand and support 
the implementation of the Blueprint growth strategy and the MTP/SCS. 

Add a strategy that addresses 
the Cap and Trade program 
related to agricultural and rural 
lands.  

7.1. Strategy:  Use research, data and modeling to inform a stakeholder-
driven process to conceptualize approaches to sustainable rural land use policies 
encompassing, at a minimum, issues such as agricultural practices, natural 
resource and agricultural land conservation, economic development and market 
influences (including markets for energy, carbon sequestration and other 
environmental services), rural development practices (including methods to 
encourage jobs-housing fit and minimize the impact of rural development on 
agriculture), and infrastructure needs. 

  

7.2. Strategy:  Ensure consistency between the RUCS and local Habitat 
Conservation Plans and Natural Communities Conservation Plans.   

7.3. Strategy:  Ensure that the RUCS is coordinated with the Blueprint and 
MTP/SCS to support each of these planning efforts individually, as well as 
collectively. 

  

7.4. Strategy:  Conduct analysis on how various rural land use strategies 
affect vehicle miles of travel, mode share and air emissions, as well as rural 
economic viability and environmental sustainability. 

  

7.5. Strategy:  Invest in transportation projects that help implement the 
RUCS recommendations. Investment recommendations may include agritourism-
related and goods movement projects and funding rural road improvements 
between cities when the county implements growth patterns consistent with the 
Blueprint. 

  

7.6. Strategy:  Support improved farm-to-market access, including 
investments along key rural truck corridors and cost-effective short-line railways 
and connectivity improvements to the Port of West Sacramento.  

  

7.7. Strategy:  Continue to refine SACOG funding criteria to ensure that they 
adequately recognize the unique needs of rural areas and provide proper 
incentives to reward rural land use and transportation practices that benefit the 
region and local areas. 
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Attachment A 

Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

7.8. Strategy:  Create a rural and agricultural climate action plan focused on 
agriculture, natural resources, and rural communities that addresses measures 
from the Scoping Plan Update. This includes farmingStrategies may include the 
promotion of farming practices that reduce VMT and GHG emissions, the 
preservation of farmland, and resiliency in rural areas. 

 

7.9. Strategy: Create a regional open space strategy that is informed by RUCS.  

8. Policy:  Support and invest in strategies to reduce vehicle emissions that can 
be shown as cost effective to help achieve and maintain clean air and better 
public health. 

Update strategies by deleting 
specific funding commitment 
references that are the subject 
of separate Board policy 
considerations.  

8.1. Strategy:  Continue the region’s previous commitment to Transportation 
Demand Management (TDM) programs as a strategy for education and promotion 
of alternative travel modes for all types of trips toward reducing Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (VMT) by 10 percent. 

 

8.2. Strategy:  Update the Sacramento Emergency Clean Air and Transportation 
(SECAT) program to achieve 5% reduction in GHG emissions from Heavy-Duty 
Vehicles, as outlined in the Scoping Plan Update, and help achieve the 100% zero 
emission transit fleet by 2040 as outlined by ARB. Continue the region’s previous 
commitment to funding the Sacramento Emergency Clean Air and Transportation 
(SECAT) program. 

 

8.3. Strategy:  Set aside funding for the annual Spare the Air campaign, a 
summer program operated by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality 
Management District (SMAQMD). that informs the public about days when the 
ozone danger is high and encourages the public to use non-polluting options to 
driving. 

 

8.4. Strategy:  Help air districts and local agencies study localized air 
pollution impacts on health and the environment, including air toxins, by 
providing analysis and information from SACOG’s planning work. Support public 
information efforts to raise awareness of these connections. Implement public 
health module for UrbanFootprint and train local agencies on it’s use. 

  

9. Policy:  Use the best information available to implement strategies and 
projects that lead to reduced Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. 

Update strategies by deleting 
reference to completed efforts 
and add reference to new GHG 
reduction strategies underway. 

9.1. Strategy:  Adopt a transportation pricing policy, adopt a Safe Routes to 
School policy and implement a pilot program, expand public access to travel 
information through 511 program,   find ways to integrate the Connect Card into 
other modes of transportation, and support the implementation of aand 
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Review of Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

expansion of regional bike share and complete streets programs.and adopt a 
Complete Streets policy. 

9.2. Strategy:  Continue to implement MTP/SCS projects that are adopted as 
draft transportation control measures and identify strategies, as needed, to help 
reduce transportation-related emissions. Investigate the creation of Create a 
competitive regional funding program to implement air quality improvement and 
associated greenhouse gas reduction strategies.GHG funding program. 

  

9.3. Strategy: Support the SMAQMD’s Air Quality and Infill Streamlining (ISP) 
program.  

9.4 Strategy:  Create an alternative fuel vehicle and infrastructure toolkit for 
local governments, create a public education program on individual 
transportation behavior and climate change, and create a regional open space 
strategy that is informed by RUCS. Implement the regional plug-in electric vehicle 
infrastructure plan, and create similar plans for other alternative fuels. 

 

9.5. Strategy:  Develop Conduct a regional climate change action plan, and 
develop and implement a construction energy conservation planvulnerability 
assessment and risk analysis on the region’s transportation network, and create a 
climate adaptation plan based on assessed vulnerability and risk. 

 

9.6. Strategy:  Enhance I-PLACE³S Model to assess GHG impacts.  

10. Policy:  Consider strategies to green the system, such as quieter pavements, 
cleaner vehicles, and lower energy equipment where cost effective, and 
consider regional funding contributions to help cover the incremental cost. 

Update strategies to reflect 
additional focus on resilient 
infrastructure materials and 
maintenance.  

10.1. Strategy:  Examine public policy seeking to reduce the cost of, or 
influence the tradeoffs,  between operating efficiency and environmental impact.   

10.2. Strategy:  Encourage and make available a choice of efficient modes to 
move freight.   

10.3. Strategy:  Promote early investment in compliant diesel engines.  
10.4. Strategy:  Support equipment retrofits under the Carl Moyer program.  
10.5. Strategy:  Expand use of natural gas or hybrid delivery alternative fuel 

delivery vehicles and handling equipment.   

10.6. Strategy:  Increase recycling of materials, such as tires and lubricants, 
and improve handling of waste water and chemical residues.   

10.7. Strategy:  Explore and publicize energy conservation at freight 
terminals.   
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2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Land Use and Environmental Sustainability Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

10.8. Strategy:  Encourage goods movement driver training programs that 
encourage fuel conservation, trip reductions and safety.   

10.9. Strategy:  Keep the transportation system updated to comply with 
climate adaptation findings in order to reduce costly repairs related to climate 
impacts. 
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Review of Finance Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Finance Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

11. Policy:  Pursue and support enactment of sustainable funding sources 
adequate for maintenance and rehabilitation of highways, streets and roads and 
operations and maintenance of transit services for the region. 

Refine strategy descriptions, as 
needed, to make the point clear 
that system maintenance is a 
priority for all modes of travel. 

11.1. Strategy:  Continue to pursue new and reformed transportation funding 
methods and sources to implement the MTP/SCS that are stable, predictable, 
flexible, adjustable and adequate in the whole to operate and expand the system. 

  

11.2. Strategy:  Strive to simplify and add flexibility to the overall funding 
structure when putting new financing tools or changes to the financing structure 
into place. 

  

11.3. Strategy:  Promote competition in the delivery of services, to foster greater 
efficiency, innovation, and diversity of options, including consideration of revised 
public agency arrangements, public-private partnerships or contracting out. 

  

11.4 Strategy: Advocate for greater flexibility in the use of federal and state 
formula funds towards system maintenance purposes, especially in rural areas 
that are particularly limited in the available funding for these purposes.  

 

12. Policy:  SACOG should support authority for local option funding sources to 
allow local areas to customize transportation funding and investment for 
maintenance and operation of the existing system and expansion to meet future 
needs. 

 

12.1. Strategy:  Seek authority to set up funding sources for transit operations and 
road maintenance that can be controlled and adjusted at the local level, so that 
local agencies can consider using them when needed to support existing and 
expanded transit services and keep the existing road system in a state of good 
repair for all modes of travel. 

  

12.2. Strategy:  Seek funding sources that are indexed to growth and inflation to 
pay for basic maintenance and operations.  

12.3. Strategy:  Support local agencies that seek to collaborate on inter-
jurisdictional funding options.    

13. Policy:  SACOG invests federal and state funds that come to SACOG to 
achieve regional policies and priorities, as described in more detail in the 
sections that follow. 

Remove strategy descriptions 
that are not consistent with any 
new requirements or relevant 
Board policy direction on 
regional funding programs. 
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Finance Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

13.1. Strategy:  Seek adequate funding so local agencies can maintain and 
rehabilitate streets and roads to a good state of repair into the future, 
encompassing more adequate state funding and local option funding authority to 
preserve regional funding for improvement and expansion of the urban and rural 
trunk highway and road system. 

 

13.2. Strategy:  Support new or increased funding resources for local agencies to 
enable operation of existing and expanded transit services, and maintenance and 
replacement of equipment and facilities, including local-option funding sources 
adequate to preserve regional funding for service expansion. Assist agencies with 
increasing trip reporting to the FTA’s National Transit Database (NTD) to help 
increase federal transit funding for the region. 

 

13.3. Strategy:  Encourage cities and counties to collect development-based fees 
or funding sufficient for both local road improvements and regional-scale road, 
transit and/or bicycle pedestrian improvements so that regional-scale 
improvements can be built in a timely way, since SACOG’s regional funding can 
meet only 25-30 percent of regional project costs in this MTP.  

   

13.4. Strategy:  Encourage local agencies to fund local arterial access and traffic 
capacity projects with local development-based fees supplemented with other 
local funds as appropriate. 

  

13.5. Strategy:  Study, coordinate discussions, and explore options for establishing 
a region-wide program dedicated to funding the growing need for roadway 
improvements and reconstruction and mitigation of community impacts on 
designated arterial truck routes and arterial roads that large trucks commonly 
use. 

  

13.6. Strategy: Support the implementation of mitigation measures for 
environmental impacts identified at the project-level of analysis through 
conditioning regional transportation funds.  For a project to receive funds 
managed through SACOG, the sponsoring agency must provide the mitigation 
monitoring plan and demonstrate adherence to mitigation measures in the 
certified project-level environmental document. 

 

14. Policy:  SACOG should look for specialized funding programs, and/or one-
time funds at the state or federal level, and work with local agencies to bring in 
such funds to start innovative projects or advance specific projects that are well-
matched to program goals. 

Add or refine a strategy about 
increasing the region's capture 
of competitive funds and 
providing technical assistance to 
lead agencies that apply.  
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Finance Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

14.1. Strategy:  Keep apprised of federal and state program funding cycles and 
specific funding opportunities, advise local agencies about them in a timely way, 
and help to zero in on projects that fit program requirements and are far enough 
along in delivery to maximize chances for success at bringing federal or state 
discretionary funds into the region. 

  

14.2. Strategy:  Help coordinate multi-agency packages of projects for federal and 
state discretionary programs and grants, where a regional strategy seems likely to 
improve the chances of success. 

  

14.3. Strategy:  Fund some project development specifically to create a stock of 
key hard-to implement projects ready for ad hoc funding opportunities.   

14.4. Strategy:  Help local agencies get funding from specific safety programs for 
safety and security improvements.   

14.5 Strategy: Increase rural transportation mobility by supporting greater 
coordination of rural transportation services and develop implementation 
strategies for successful and cost-effective programs, including volunteer driving 
programs and expanded rural vanpools. 

 

14.6 Strategy: Cooperate with federal and state initiatives designed to better 
integrate planning and actions across multiple disciplines.   

14.7 Strategy: Cooperate on new initiatives that more fully integrate 
transportation planning efforts with economic development issues and 
opportunities in urban, suburban, small town, and and rural areas. 

Refine to also reference 
suburban areas and small towns 

15. Policy:  Manage state and federal funding that comes into the region so as to 
simplify and expedite project delivery, including working out ways to exchange 
various types of funds among local agencies and projects. 

  

15.1. Strategy:  Seek to pool funds and programs wherever reasonable and 
feasible, to increase flexibility in the use of funds and delivery of projects.   

15.2. Strategy:  Use available funding to the greatest reasonable extent to ensure 
timely construction of currently deliverable projects, and shift future funding 
commitments to projects that will be delivered in the future. Take into 
consideration availability of future system  maintenance and operating funds 
when programming construction funds. 

Refine to reference 
maintenance funds in addition 
to operating funds. 

15.3. Strategy:  Seek to focus federal funds on a limited number of projects that 
must by law be subject to federal requirements, so that many other projects can 
be funded through sources that allow them to avoid lengthy and/or costly federal 
requirements and processes. 
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Finance Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

15.4. Strategy:  Support judicious use of bonding and other financial tools to 
enable earlier construction of projects, and consider use of regional funds to 
supplement or enhance revenue bonding tools when appropriate. 

   

16. Policy:  Study ways to use pricing more effectively in funding of 
transportation.   

16.1. Strategy:  Study ways thatLook for opportunities to implement findings from 
the parking pricing study, including can help achieve objectives of the MTP/SCS, 
including encouragement of walking, bicycling, transit use, vanpooling, carpooling, 
support for more intensive land uses, revenue for alternative modes, and 
surcharges for policy purposes. 

Update to mention that the 
intended study was completed 
and current efforts focus on 
implementation opportunities. 

16.2. Strategy:  Seek at an appropriate opportunity a federal Value Pricing Pilot 
Program grant from the Federal Highway Administration to examine road and 
auto pricing options, such as high occupancy toll lanes or bridges, pay-at-the-
pump auto insurance, or auto loans. 

  

Page 13 of 23 



Attachment A 

Review of System Maintenance & Operations Policies and Strategies of the  
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System Maintenance & Operations Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

17. Policy:  Acknowledge and support preservation of the existing road and 
highway system as the top priority for local public works agencies and Caltrans, 
and expect to help them secure adequate funding sources for necessary work. 

Add a strategy that SACOG will 
continue research and analysis 
to support increases in the 
system maintenance budget of 
future MTP/SCS updates. 
 
Add a strategy about leveraging 
complete streets and road 
rehabilitation funding to achieve 
both objectives. 
 
Add a strategy about road 
rehabilitation projects making 
facilities more resilient to 
climate events that might 
otherwise shorten the life of a 
facility.  

17.1. Strategy:  Encourage and support Caltrans in seeking traffic management 
and safety improvements along with highway rehabilitation projects from the 
State Highway Operations and Protection Program. Ensure that both urban and 
rural needs are targeted. 

  

17.2. Strategy:  Consider public-private partnerships and competitive service 
contracts for maintenance and operations, for a more efficient system.  

17.3. Strategy:  Expect local agencies to examine and consider traffic operational 
strategies and investments as temporary improvements to buy time or develop 
lower-cost ultimate alternatives for capital projects for road expansion, with 
SACOG to consider such projects as a high priority for regional funding. 

  

17.4 Strategy:  Assist local agencies in seeking funding to develop effective 
pavement management systems that can assist in the evaluation, analysis, and 
prioritization of maintenance and rehabilitation needs on urban and rural local 
streets and roads. 

 

17.5 Strategy: Support local agencies in developing multi-year maintenance and 
rehabilitation programs that enable early identification of cost-effective 
enhancements to improve pedestrian and bicycle access and safety. 

  

17.6 Strategy: Continue research and development of project  level decision-
support tools to support increases in the system maintenance budget of future 
MTP/SCS updates. 

 

17.7 Strategy:   Pursue opportunities to leverage complete streets and road 
rehabilitation funding to achieve both objectives.  
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System Maintenance & Operations Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

17.8 Support strategies that will make road rehabilitation projects more resilient 
to climate events that might otherwise shorten the life of a facility.  

18. Policy:  Support the development and implementation of Corridor System 
Management Plans as a method of integrating transportation system 
operational management and regional planning so as to maximize system 
efficiency and effectiveness. 

 

18.1. Strategy:  Participate in the ongoing development and implementation of 
Corridor System Management Plans (CSMP) for the following corridors:    

§  Interstate 80:  State Route 113 to Sierra College Boulevard  
§  Highway 50:  Interstate 80 to Camino   
§  State Route 99:  San Joaquin County Line to Highway 50, Interstate 5 to 

State Route 20  

§  Interstate 5:  Hood-Franklin to Sacramento International Airport   
§  State Route 65:  Interstate 80 to State Route 70  

18.2. Strategy:  Encourage all stakeholders to actively participate in the 
development and implementation of each CSMP.   

18.3. Strategy:  Coordinate SACOG transportation modeling and data collection 
activities with the travel forecasting and analysis activities associated with each 
CSMP. 

  

18.4 Strategy: Continue to work with and seek grant funding from state and 
federal agencies working to align resources for long-range transportation and land 
use planning, such as the Federal Partnership for Sustainable Communities and 
the California Strategic Growth Council 

  

19. Policy:   Ensure coordination among all forms of existing and expanded 
transit services, including those provided by social services agencies, for a more 
effective system. 

  

19.1. Strategy:  Use timely updates of short range transit plans, the coordinated 
human services transportation plan, and periodic performance audits to provide 
guidance on priorities and estimates of funding needs and shortfalls. Emphasize 
the importance of system maintenance priorities in these plan updates. 

Refine to emphasize the 
importance of system 
maintenance investment 
priorities. 

19.2. Strategy:  Support more seamless trips through better traveler information 
for trip planning (Intelligent Transportation Systems), reliable schedules, 
coordination between operators for transfers, service changes, complementary 
services, information available at transit stops, and implementation of the 
Connect Card, a universal fare card. 

 

20. Policy:  SACOG should work with transit operators to pursue improvements 
to transit access, security, comfort, schedules and information whenever 
opportunities arise. 

Update by adding reference in 
the appropriate strategies to the 
planned Regional Complete 
Streets Initiative. 
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20.1. Strategy:  Support strategies that integrate transit considerations into the 
implementation of a regional complete streets program that improvesSeek to 
improve transit access, via safe and pleasant sidewalks and walkways around 
transit stops, designated bike routes and directional signage, accessibility for the 
disabled, on-board bike racks, better signs for transit access, shelters and 
improved transfer points, and secure bike storage facilities and at park-and-ride 
locations.  

 

20.2. Strategy:  Build on Lifeline Transit Study findings to improve transit and 
supplemental transportation services for medical appointments by studying 
effective alternatives and increased connectivity to help meet cross-county health 
care transportation needs. 

  

20.3. Strategy:  Take steps to improve safety and security at crosswalks, transit 
stops, and along main access routes to transit, including rural areas, with higher 
priority for low income, minority, and high crime areas. 

  

20.4. Strategy:  Improve connections among all forms of transit service, by 
seeking better coordinated schedules among operators, more convenient and 
comfortable transfer locations, notice and coordination of schedule changes, 
next-bus signs at high use stops, and better trip planning tools and public 
communication.  

  

20.5 Strategy: Implement Connect Card universal fare card and support outreach 
and marketing in jurisdictions implementing the Connect Card system.  

20.6 Strategy: Support local jurisdictions and transit operators in implementing 
the findings of the Downtown Sacramento Transit Circulation Study.  

21. Policy:  SACOG should develop guidelines for rural transit services, as a 
lifeline for non-drivers and park-and-ride service for commuters.  

21.1. Strategy:  Preserve existing rural transit and paratransit service levels, but 
examine them periodically to ensure effectiveness for transit-dependent 
residents. 

 

21.2. Strategy:  Consider specialty transit services for agricultural areas seasonally 
and for tourist attractions and events.   

22. Policy:  SACOG in partnership with community and employer organizations 
intends to support proactive and innovative education and transportation 
demand management programs covering all parts of the urbanized area, to offer 
a variety of choices to driving alone. 

 

22.1. Strategy:  Increase public perception of the value, benefits, and use of 
transit, vanpool and rideshare services, via activities such as an enhanced 511 
website, image and product-specific advertising, promotion of new and 
restructured services, the regional guaranteed ride home program, outreach for 
special events, and education for those unfamiliar with alternative modes, 
including transit services and bicycle facilities, with both access and safety 
education.   
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22.2. Strategy:  Expand Transportation Management Associations (TMAs) and 
outreach partners to provide education and advocacy programs across the 
region’s six county area, with broader focus on alternative travel choices for all 
trip types. 

  

22.3. Strategy:  Assist TMAs to broaden and update rideshare databases, offer 
incentives for taking alternative modes or teleworking, offer specialty services 
such as vanpooling, carsharing, or subscription bus service where feasible, expand 
promotional campaigns, and reach out to the public with personalized alternative 
trip planning and instant ridematching. 

  

23. Policy:  SACOG expects operators to plan for service to transit-dependent 
populations – disabled, low-income, senior, youth – within a context of service 
to attract riders who now drive. 

  

23.1. Strategy:  Improve transit services and options for disabled, low-income, 
and youth passengers by ensuring all vehicles and facilities are safe and 
accessible, access routes to transit stops are safe and accessible where feasible, 
drivers are trained about regulations and good practices, and transfers are 
convenient and usable. 

  

23.2. Strategy:  Prepare for a large increase in the senior population by using 
Universal Design features, such as low-floor vehicles, automatic doorways, flatter 
walkways and curb ramps, and handrails, to enable seniors to safely use regular 
transit services wherever possible and preserve limited paratransit resources for 
those who cannot travel without direct assistance. 

  

23.3. Strategy:  Continue to follow up on findings and outcomes from the 2011 
Lifeline Transit Study with the Transit Coordinating Committee in order to inform 
transit agency decisions on critical service restoration priorities. 

 

24. Policy:  Ensure community outreach to low income and minority 
communities whose needs and concerns otherwise might be overlooked.  

24.1. Strategy:  Ensure transportation system improvements provide equitable 
and adequate access by road and transit to low-income and minority 
communities. 

  

24.2. Strategy:  Ensure that projects to serve those communities with greater 
transit needs are explicitly considered in the MTP/SCS and, when programming 
funds, pursue specific federal or state funding grants available for this purpose, 
and seek better coordination of all types of transit services and connections for 
these communities. 

  

24.3. Strategy:  Examine commute pattern travel needs of those in job placement 
programs such as Cal-Works, those working non-traditional employment shifts, 
and those with reverse commutes as a guide to transit and supplemental travel 
service improvements. 

Delete because it references a 
completed study. Other 
strategies cover implementation 
opportunities. 
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24.4. Strategy:  Seek to facilitate and deploy cost-effective supplemental 
transportation options, including shared ride arrangements, volunteer drivers, 
taxi vouchers, vouchers for on-demand rideshare, community travel companions, 
cost and fare-sharing, and mobility training on transit and bicycle/pedestrian 
options, to complement existing public transit and social service transportation. 

Update by adding a reference to  
vouchers for on-demand 
rideshare that will be analyzed 
in an upcoming study. 

24.5. Strategy:  Ensure thorough examination, context sensitive design, and 
mitigation of transportation system impacts wherever feasible, particularly 
localized air quality and noise impacts, when building improvements in low-
income and minority communities adjacent to freeways, major roadways, and 
railroad corridors. 

  

24.6. Strategy: Continue to make available the free-of-charge multilingual video 
and guidebook on transit, bicycling, walking, and carpooling in the region to 
individuals, community- and faith-based organizations, as well as on the 
SacRegion 511 website. 

 

25. Policy:  SACOG should study, consult with, and help coordinate local agency 
activities to provide for smoother movement of freight through and throughout 
the region. 

  

25.1. Strategy:  Improve SACOG’s regional freight forecasting tools, including a 
periodically updated commodity flow survey that includes both consumer goods 
and agricultural products, upgraded economic model, shipping and trucking 
industry contacts to spot and verify trends, ability to estimate up or down from 
limited data points, and annual truck counts at key locations. 

  

25.2. Strategy:  Maintain a goods movement advisory group to share information 
about evolving freight patterns, technologies, and shipping needs, and identify, 
examine, and coordinate government policies, activities, and improvement 
projects that can make goods movement more efficient and reduce impacts in 
both urban and rural areas. 

  

25.3. Strategy:  Collect reliable information about urban and rural impacts of the 
logistics industry and the customers it serves, pertaining to infrastructure 
demands and safety, emissions, noise, and traffic impacts from trucks, and review 
the implications for nearby and downstream communities when local agencies 
consider permits for commercial and industrial businesses that involve significant 
amounts of truck traffic. 

  

25.4. Strategy:  Identify and reconsider regulatory and institutional barriers that 
hamper efficient truck travel patterns, identify an adequate number of preferred 
truck routes for efficient truck access into and across jurisdictions within the 
region, and actively seek solutions to accommodate truck access and traffic along 
corridors that do not create significant conflicts with adjacent land uses and 
minimize community concerns. 

 

25.5. Strategy:  Consider adding or changing features of projects to facilitate truck 
travel.  
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25.6. Strategy:  Identify and consider projects that could expand the market for 
shipping freight by rail, merchant ship, or short line railways and that offer an 
alternative to trucking for more kinds of freight shipments, such as a deeper port 
channel, rail intermodal transfer points, and better intermodal connections for 
trucks to carry goods the “last mile” for delivery. 

 

26. Policy:  SACOG intends to preserve some capacity on major freeways within 
the region for freight and other interregional traffic by providing additional 
capacity for local and regional traffic on major arterials running parallel to the 
major freeways.  

  

26.1. Strategy:  Seek to coordinate regional truck routes for large trucks, and 
expect local agencies to include truck access policies and strategies in mixed-use 
and large commercial/industrial developments. 

  

26.2. Strategy:  Support rail and highway investments that route freight around, 
not through, the region.   

26.3. Strategy:  Open up interregional highway capacity only when goods 
movement and non-commute traffic warrants it. Evidence of this need can also 
occur when local roadways bear the burden of goods movement activity diverted 
from congested highways. 
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27. Policy:  Support road, transit, and bridge expansion investments that are 
supportive of MTP/SCS land use patterns. 

Add a new strategy to provide 
support for further development 
of project-level performance 
assessment methods to identify 
optimal timing of system 
expansion projects.  

27.1. Strategy:  Focus on ensuring transit and the arterial system perform well for 
the increased number of local trips, to support infill and compact development 
from smarter land uses without pushing growth outward because of overly 
congested conditions, and on providing a strong grid network (which offers 
alternative routes) wherever land uses allow. 

Update by adding a reference to 
connectivity as an important 
priority. 

27.2. Strategy:  Support corridor mobility investments along major arterials that 
serve multiple modes of travel through combining road capacity improvements 
with operational improvements to support smart growth. Supportive investments 
include enhancements for high-quality transit, technology deployment, bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements, and safer intersections. 

 

27.3. Strategy:  Support the development of new inter-city rail services, including 
increased Capitol Corridor services to Placer County and high speed rail along the 
Altamont corridor, all the while advocating for cost-effective implementation 
options and Blueprint-supportive compact and mixed-use developments adjacent 
to the rail stations. 

Update by adding a reference to 
the other inter-city rail service in 
the region, the San Joaquin  
Rail corridor.  

27.4. Strategy: Support improved connectivity and increased safety and security 
through better maintenance of existing river crossings, and strategic new or 
expanded all-modal river crossings in Centers and Corridors Community Types. 

 

27.5. Strategy: Provide support for further development of project-level 
performance assessment methods that can help identify the optimal timing of 
system expansion projects. 

 

28. Policy:  Prioritize transit investments that result in an effective transit 
system that serves both transit-dependent and choice riders.   

28.1. Strategy:  Transit expansion should be targeted at land use patterns that will 
generate transit ridership and improve the cost recovery rates for transit service.   

28.2. Strategy:  Pursue transit expansion using a wide spectrum of services, each 
best suited to particular travel markets, considering but not limited to light rail, 
streetcar, express bus, Bus Rapid Transit, local bus, neighborhood shuttle, 
demand-response service, subscription bus, and jitney. 
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28.3. Strategy:  Consider the full life-cycle cost of transit options including both 
capital and operations, the relative value of broader area coverage versus high 
capacity for a limited corridor, and more routes versus higher frequency, for each 
situation. 

 

28.4. Strategy:  Develop trunk transit corridors between communities and local 
transit circulation within communities, to attract riders both for commuting and 
local activities. 

  

28.5. Strategy:  Develop local transit services that serve local travel patterns and 
meet high-capacity trunk transit lines with timed transfers.   

28.6. Strategy:  Design commute transit as a door-to-door system, with full or 
limited-stop express routes, short waits at transfer points, and walk and bicycle 
access at each end. 

  

28.7. Strategy:  Develop a bus and carpool lane system for key commuter 
corridors and expand transit service to use it.   

28.8. Strategy:  Address commute congestion to switch drivers into empty seats in 
both transit and autos with transit-first/carpool-second strategies for downtown 
Sacramento, and carpool-first/transit-second strategies for suburban job centers 
until employment density indicates a shift. 

  

28.9. Strategy:  Seek to develop good bus transit service with heavy established 
ridership as a precursor to investment in rail transit, to ensure return on the high 
capital investment for rail. 

  

28.10. Strategy:  Factor in the benefit of rail transit as a permanent investment, 
with stronger ability to attract transit-oriented development patterns around it, 
where local smart growth planning and the real estate market already promise 
development dense enough to support rail investment. 

  

28.11. Strategy:  When a transit route or service fills to capacity, examine 
complementary service of another type as an alternative simply to adding 
capacity to the route that is full. 

  

28.12. Strategy:  When planning high-quality transit along light rail, regional rail 
and high speed rail corridors, also plan for supportive features that include 
sidewalks and walkways, passenger shelters, or transfer stations, next-bus 
notification signs, signal preemption and park-and-ride lots. 

 

29. Policy:  SACOG encourages locally determined developments consistent with 
Blueprint principles and local circulation plans to be designed with walking, 
bicycling and transit use as primary transportation considerations. 

  

29.1. Strategy:  Invest in safe bicycle and pedestrian routes that improve 
connectivity and access to common destinations, such as connections between 
residential areas and schools, work sites, neighborhood shopping, and transit 
stops and stations. Also invest in safe routes to and around schools so trips can be 
made by bicycling or walking. 

 . 
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Attachment A 

Review of System Expansion Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

System Expansion Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

29.2. Strategy:  Invest toward the creation of a regional bicycle and pedestrian 
network, connecting first those communities that already have good local 
circulation networks in place, but also supporting efforts throughout the region to 
improve connectivity and realize public health benefits from these investments. 

  

29.3. Strategy:  Utilize the Planners Committee, Regional Planning Partnership 
and Transit Coordinating Committee to better coordinate information-sharing 
between jurisdictions on transit, bicycle and pedestrian improvements to ensure 
connected routes, sharing of effective ideas, and more complete public 
information. 

  

29.4. Strategy: Continue to support improved bicycle and pedestrian connectivity 
through SACOG’s Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, the Regional Active 
Transportation Program, and the Community Design Grant funding programs 
andProgram in order to maintaining program criteria that regional road 
rehabilitation projects include complete streets or complete corridor features. 

Update by adding a reference to 
the other regional funding 
program for bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements– the 
Regional Active Transportation 
Program. 

29.5 Strategy: Help facilitate improved coordination between transit agencies, 
public works departments and local land use authorities in planning new 
developments that are transit-, bicycle-, and pedestrian-supportive and timed so 
that new facilities and transit services are more likely  to be available at the time 
the new growth occurs. 

  

30. Policy:  SACOG also gives primary priority to selective road expansion, to 
support infill development and forestall midday congestion, when adequate 
funding for lifecycle maintenance costs are available. 

Update to reflect the 
importance of system expansion 
projects carefully considering 
lifecycle maintenance costs. 

30.1. Strategy:  Pursue strategic road expansion that reduces congestion and 
supports effective transit services, walking and bicycling..   

30.2. Strategy:  Expect that feasibility and corridor studies, project study reports, 
and environmental studies will consider high-quality transit, bicycle and 
pedestrian investments when examining how to provide additional capacity on 
main highway or bridge corridors.. 

   

30.3. Strategy:  Pursue strategic road expansion that reduces congestion on 
access routes to areas with significant infill development..   

30.4. Strategy:  Give priority for roadway and intersection expansion to routes 
where midday demand approaches existing capacity or excessive peak period 
demand threatens to spill over into midday, so no part of the system fails to 
function continuously for much of the day. 

  

30.5. Strategy:  Support expansion of trunk arterials that provide access to job 
centers and freeway interchanges to provide enough capacity to forestall traffic 
diversion through neighborhood streets. 

  

30.6. Strategy:  Provide technical guidance to local agencies and invest regional 
funds to build complete streets projects through designated and planned 
community activity centers, to ensure bicycles, pedestrians, and transit can share 

Update description to reference 
the new Regional Complete 
Streets Initiative 
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Review of System Expansion Policies and Strategies of the  
2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

System Expansion Policies and Strategies Suggested change for 2016 
MTP/SCS update 

the road safely and compatibly with autos. 

31. Policy:  As long as the existing funding and program structure remains 
essentially as it is today, SACOG intends to invest funds that are at SACOG’s 
discretion, following these policy guidelines: 

  

31.1. Strategy:  Continue to use funds coming through SACOG to fund regional 
objectives for air quality, community design, transportation demand 
management, and bicycle and pedestrian programs. The funding level should be 
proportionally at least as great as programming levels since the regional programs 
began in 2003. 

 

31.2. Strategy:  Continue to help fund regional-scale and local investments across 
urban, suburban, small community and rural areas with the priorities and 
performance outcomes to be endorsed by the SACOG Board prior to the biennial 
funding cycle. 
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Attachment B 
 
2016 MTP/SCS Update: Schedule of Board Actions Leading to Final Plan Adoption 
(Updated April 17, 2015 to reflect Board adoption of Framework 3.0) 
 

Board Action Date of Action Contents/Direction 
Framework 1.0: 
Policy Framework 

Adopted December 2013 • Set implementation-focused theme for plan update with 
five policy themes: transportation funding, investment 
strategy, investment timing, land use forecast, plan effects. 

• Set region-level growth projections of population, 
employment and housing for the plan horizon year (2036). 

• Set overall schedule for the plan update. 
Framework 1.5:  
Scenarios 
Development 
Framework 

Adopted March 2014 • Set parameters for three regional land use and 
transportation scenarios for use in public workshops and 
plan development. 

• Initiated phasing analysis of transportation investments in 
current plan. 

• Initiated analysis of different levels and types of 
transportation revenue sources. 

• Set schedule for creation of Framework 2.0. 
Framework 2.0:  
Draft Preferred 
Scenario Framework 

Adopted December 2014 • Sets guidelines, task and process for developing a draft 
preferred scenario (land use forecast, revenue forecast, 
project list, performance outcomes). 

• Sets a minimum of six weeks for review and vetting of a 
preliminary draft preferred scenario. 

Framework 3.0: 
Preferred Scenario 

Adopted April 2015 • Sets details of Preferred Scenario for years 2020, 2035, and 
2036 for use in development of Draft Plan and EIR: 
 

o Land use forecast 
o Revenue Forecast 
o Budget and Project List 
o Performance Outcomes 

Draft Plan (2016 
MTP/SCS) 

Targeted for September 2015 • Release Draft 2016 MTP/SCS for public comment. Draft 
Plan includes written discussion of the detailed land use 
and transportation information above plus: policies and 
strategies, an environmental justice analysis, discussion of 
natural resources. 

Final Plan (2016 
MTP/SCS) 

Targeted for February 2016 • Adopt 2016 MTP/SCS, certify Final EIR, adopt air quality 
conformity finding.  
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 Item #15-6-6 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Information 
 
May 28, 2015 
 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Outreach Update 
 
Issue: SACOG continues with outreach and engagement for 2016 Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2016 MTP/SCS) update. 
 
Recommendation: None, this is for information and discussion.  
 
Discussion: In April, staff presented a 2016 MTP/SCS update at the quarterly meeting of the Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee. In May, staff made presentations at the Transit Coordinating Committee, 
a joint meeting of the Regional Planning Partnership and Planners Committee, and a Sounding Board 
meeting. 
 
The May presentations focused on gathering feedback on staff’s recommendations on how to refine the 
MTP/SCS policies and strategies. All presentations also included a process update, with emphasis on the 
public comment period for the draft plan.  
 
Members of the Transit Coordinating Committee expressed interest in a deeper conversation about fleet 
replacement, service expansion challenges, and the technical assumptions that underpin the forecasted 
increases in transit service in the current MTP/SCS. Staff from the modeling and transportation teams are 
working with the committee to coordinate the follow up discussions.  
 
Attachment A is the summary report of comments from the Sounding Board meeting on May 28. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:MH:ds 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, MTP/SCS Project Manager, (916) 340-6265 

Monica Hernández, Public Information Officer, (916) 340-6237 



Attachment A 

Sounding Board Meeting Summary 
May 28, 2015 
Meeting Location: West Sacramento Community Center 
 
Meeting Attendees
Health Education Council 
Wade & Associates 
Breathe CA  
VCS Consulting, LLC 
Resources for Independent Living 
Environmental Council of Sacramento 
Sacramento County Public Health  
 

CA Rural Legal Assistance 
WALKSacramento 
Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates 
American Association of Retired 
Persons 
North State Building Industry 
Yolo County Housing Authority

 
Meeting Agenda 
Welcome and Introductions 
MTP/SCS Process Overview 
Presentation on Preferred Scenario 
Policies and Strategies Presentation and Feedback Exercise 
Next Steps on MTP/SCS Update Process 
Meeting Evaluation 
Adjourn  
 
Meeting Summary 
The bulk of this meeting focused on the proposed refinements to the policies and 
strategies for the 2016 MTP/SCS. Participants were asked to provide feedback in the 
response to the following questions: 

• What do you think about the approach to updating and refining the policies and 
strategies for the 2016 MTP/SCS? 

• Of the policy themes from the framework, what are priority issues for you? 
• How do you see the MTP/SCS policies and strategies affecting your work?  
• What are your thoughts on the MTP/SCS policies and strategies and the 

alignment with the implementation and fix-it-first direction? 
 
The following is a summary of the participant’s questions and discussion on each 
agenda item: 
 
MTP/SCS Process Overview 

• No comments 
 
Presentation on Preferred Scenario 

• How are centers and corridors defined? 
• Are there overlaps between the different community types? 
• When you describe lot sizes, what do you mean/what are you trying to do? 
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• Regarding revenues, how do you handle local revenues that are generated from 
and tied to specific developments? There are restrictions on how some fees can 
be used.  

• Are the projects delayed/added largely based on local decisions? 
• Are you folding in RT's Master Plan? Curious as to what degree local 

governments are looking at RT's Transit Renewal Plan. Seems like a great 
opportunity to talk at local level on major infrastructure plans.  

• Seems like now is prime time to talk about the underground infrastructure when 
adding new roads. If you are forecasting a higher density area, the local 
government should be planning to align with strategic improvements/investments 
below ground. 

• Explain why trips by transit, walk and bike in the Preferred Scenario are less than 
in the adopted plan?  

• How much does the delay in transit capital investments play into the transit 
performance in the preferred scenario?  

• We haven't talked about distributive transit (e.g. “Uber/Lyft for buses). Has 
anyone thought about and what it looks like? 

• Seems like the most important thing moving forward is to monitor how the plan 
compares to what actually occurs over time. A component of this should be 
systematic checks on projects and growth pattern. For example, maybe air 
quality is getting better, but other predictions are not occurring such as seniors 
and millennials behave differently than predicted? Want to see a process for 
evaluating that systematically and refine project performance evaluation.  

  
 
Policies and Strategies Presentation Discussion:  
 

• The use of the policy themes as a framework for updating the policies and 
strategies makes sense and generally aligns with what has been discussed 
during the process. 
 

Theme: Transit Connectivity and Expansion 
• Want to see a policy to develop guidelines/recommendations for new 

developments on how to establish and sustain a small transit system that feeds 
into a larger transit system. In new master plan projects there is opportunity to 
build transit and there is initial funding from the construction of the community; 
would like to see guidance on how to coordinate new systems with existing 
transit systems. Guidelines would be for local government staff and developers. 

• In the future, going beyond ConnectCard, being able to transfer from system to 
system is one thing, but want to see a connected larger system that performs 
well.  

• Strategy 20.2: can you add cross-county access to healthy foods, community 
services, and other points that are not available within point of origin.  

• We talk a lot about end points versus origin points. We need to think about 
transit from the point of origin, or where the transit riders are located, not just 
about the popular destinations.  
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• There is a large private sector competition for distributive transit services, but 
there is also an opportunity for public sector distributive transit and would like to 
see that explored.  

• RT is looking at modifying systems and using smaller buses and there is a union 
issue. Does SACOG get involved in those things by giving data and/or 
information on demand or options? 

• Think about alternate definitions of transit oriented development, specifically 
what it might look like in rural communities.   

• If you want to change transportation choices, transit needs to be handled 
different. For example light rail needs to feel safer and more user friendly.   
 

Theme: Access to Transit 
• Looking at transit from point of origin is an important way to address 

transportation needs of underserved communities. Affordable housing locations 
are places with a high concentration of riders. 

• Issue with different operations for transit affordability (Policy 23): how much can 
SACOG ask operators to modify fare structure?  Paratransit is very expensive for 
many people. ConnectCard opens options for sliding scale fares.  

• ConnectCard could be problematic for some people, especially undocumented 
residents, seniors, and incidental riders who pay cash. You will have data issues 
with people who opt out. Working to promote ConnectCard through distribution 
through non-bus outlets 

 
Theme: Suburban Communities Opportunities & Challenges 

• SACOG helps local governments on infill/urban core planning, which is great. 
Take it a step further with planning technical assistance to older suburban 
communities. That is the key to reducing GHG. Want to see SACOG investigate 
that much more. 

• On Strategy 2.4, adding suburban areas to the language is important. Many 
residents don't understand the different benefits of transit, walk, bike.   

 
Theme: Fix-it-First Investment Strategy 

• On system maintenance and operation/Fix-it-First: need to make sure that a road 
is not given funding priority just because it exists. There needs to be analysis of 
or policies about the performance of existing roads and whether they should be 
maintained/rehabilitated to their current state, or rebuilt into something different 
(e.g. road diet).  

• Infrastructure is cool. Operations are not. Are you looking for operational funds 
that can be used for transit? Low income and disabled communities are highly 
impacted by the operations costs. 

  
Theme: Public Health and Safety 

• The MTP principles of access and mobility, smart land use, and equity and 
choice are important to improving public health.   

• Where a policy or strategy discusses transportation, land use and public health, 
it is important to include safety under the definition of health. For example, 
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changing street design to ensure safe travel and minimize collisions. Health is 
more than just health; should include street safety.  

• What are strategies to relieve congestion in Midtown/downtown Sacramento? 
ESC is going to make it worse. How does SACOG deal with downtown 
congestion?  

• Regarding health and social equity and Strategy 2.5, as public health 
stakeholder, the physical activity indicators are highly anticipated. We need more 
data so keep working on this.  

• The Livability Index from AARP is trying to encourage members to be more 
active in community. See that you are considering aging population in the 
policies. Baby Boomers are very active; continue to bring the older resident voice 
to the table. 

 
Theme: Performance Measurement, Monitoring Travel and Growth Trends, Data 
Development 

• Want to see a comparison of current trends to what was predicted in past MTPs.  
• Is there consideration on how the drought may impact growth in the future? 
• Developers like to meet demand, agnostic on the product. Idea of changing 

people’s demands doesn’t work. You have to understand the dynamic of 
different segments of the population.  

• Under the category of land use and environmental sustainability policies: When 
the 2020 MTP/SCS is under development and regional projections are re-done, 
SACOG should look at not just the types of employment sectors but also the 
nature of employment. For example, working from home or in satellite locations 
may be an increasing trend, which connects directly to land use patterns.  

• Being able to access detailed data from the plan is important. To the extent 
possible, make it a high priority to continue to make more information available 
up-to-date.   

• Understand you are working on open data policies generally. Want to see that 
progress in this region.  

 
 
Meeting Evaluation 
 
RANKING: 
 
 5. Strongly Agree     4. Agree  3. Neutral 2. Disagree 1. Strongly Disagree 
 
This meeting was well organized: 4.08 
The length of the meeting was appropriate to get through the material: 3.92 
The materials provided in advance were useful to prepare for this meeting: 3.5 
I was able to express issues and/or concerns about the direction of the direction of the 
Policies and Strategies for the 2016 MTP/SCS: 4.5 
The presentation on the Draft Preferred Scenario was clear: 4.17 
I understand the next major steps in the 2016 MTP/SCS process, and when the draft 
plan will be released for public comment:  4.17 
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What should be done next time to make the presentation more effective? 

• Provide a printed copy of agenda with meeting objectives, as sometimes this can 
feel less than clear what staff wants from attendees. 

• Make PPT font larger or hand out the PPT for folks to read & take notes. 

Additional comments or questions not captured in the meeting: 
• It would be great to have a performance measure to gauge effectiveness to these 

groups.  

• I hope the sounding board continues until the update is adopted and continues 
looking toward 2020. 

Other comments:  
Response to question 4 – it was too much to sift through. 
Consider recording and posting board committee meetings the way board meetings are 
recorded and posted. 
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 Item #15-6-7 

Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Information 
 
May 28, 2015 
 
Ten-Year Anniversary of Adoption of Sacramento Region Blueprint Celebration 
 
Issue:  SACOG will host a regional-scale event marking the Blueprint anniversary on Friday, 
November 20, 2015.  
 
Recommendation: None, this is for information and discussion.  
 
Discussion: As part of the celebration of the 10-year anniversary of the Sacramento Region 
Blueprint, SACOG, in partnership with Valley Vision, will host a regional convening on 
Friday, November 20, at the Sacramento Convention Center.   
 
The event agenda would focus on: Blueprint actions of SACOG, its member agencies, and the 
development community; Valley Vision’s Livability Index; planning topics affecting the future 
of our region; and capturing participant feedback on the topics.  
 
Staff is working to create a unique full-day event that has opportunities for participant 
interaction and engagement. The planning approach is encompassing the Third Space theory of 
the social surroundings separate from the two usual social environments of home ("first place") 
and the workplace ("second place"). Examples of third spaces are environments such as cafés, 
clubs or parks. In the book, The Great Good Place, author Ray Oldenburg discusses the 
importance of third places for civil society, democracy, civic engagement, and establishing 
feelings of a sense of place. 
 
Background 
In 2002, the SACOG Board undertook an unprecedented two-year regional engagement 
process on land use and transportation issues facing the six-county Sacramento region. At the 
heart of this challenge was local achievement of clean air standards associated with vehicle 
emissions, and at stake was the suspension of state and federal transportation dollars coming to 
the region. The SACOG Board worked with regional partners and residents to investigate and 
deliberate on how to move forward with an integrated transportation and land use plan that 
would facilitate the region meeting air quality standards, while accommodating future growth 
and maintaining our diversity. 
 
The education and engagement process culminated in the adoption of the Sacramento Region 
Blueprint in 2004. The Blueprint balances growth through 2050, provides diversity of housing 
and transportation options, and reduces impacts on agricultural land and open space. Last year 
marked the ten-year anniversary of the adoption of the Sacramento Region Blueprint.   
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:MH:ds 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  Monica Hernández, Public Information Officer, (916) 340-6237 



 
 

 Item #15-6-8 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee   Information  

May 28, 2015 
 
CycleSac Update and Outreach Plan 
 
Issue: What is the status of the new SACOG mobile app for biking and what is the outreach plan? 
 
Recommendation: None; this item is for information and discussion only. 
 
Discussion: Measuring bicycle and pedestrian activity is an important step towards understanding 
active transportation as a valid mode choice, identifying trends, and finding ways to improve safety 
and connectivity for people biking and walking. In 2014, the SACOG Active Transportation Team 
initiated the Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Data Collection project. This is a multi-pronged effort to 
increase information about biking and walking in the region through:  
 

a) customizing an existing open source mobile phone application to crowdsource bike route 
information for the Sacramento region; 

b) developing a bike/ped counter loan program for local agencies; and  
c) developing evaluation standards for biking and walking projects.  

 
CycleSac Development and Launch 
As the first step in the data collection project, SACOG led the customization of a mobile application to 
inform bicycle facility design and help improve demand forecasting for biking in the Sacramento 
region. The regional app is based on an open-source app developed by the San Francisco County 
Transportation Authority in 2009 (CycleTracks) that has been updated and re-branded by various 
agencies across the country, including CycleAtlanta and CyclePhilly. SACOG conducted a poll on the 
May is Bike Month website to determine the brand name for the Sacramento region’s app, and 
CycleSac was the clear winner. 
 
CycleSac is available for Apple and Android users and is intended for use by anyone who bikes in our 
region. The app empowers users to give feedback on biking conditions and preferences to 
transportation planners and engineers. This information will help transportation professionals better 
understand bicycle travel behavior in the region. It provides a unique set of information for 
transportation planning that is not available through existing transportation surveys, planning efforts, 
or fitness-focused mobile apps for recording bike trips. CycleSac includes features to log the purpose 
for each bike trip recorded (e.g., errands, commute, school) in addition to user characteristics (e.g., 
self-assigned confidence while biking) and demographics (e.g., age range, gender). CycleSac also 
added a new element of data collection to enable users to record their comfort on the bike trip utilizing 
a Lichert scale, identifying where people feel comfortable riding bikes and where people do not. The 
anonymous data is uploaded to SACOG’s servers, aggregated, and displayed on an interactive map on 
the website. The data will be shared with local agency staff for bike trips taken entirely within their 
jurisdictional boundaries and bike trips where only part of the trip is made in their jurisdiction.  
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It is important to acknowledge that the selection of CycleSac users is biased due to participation being 
limited to smartphone users, as well as other factors that impact how likely someone is to record a bike 
trip using their phone. However, the advantages of this data collection method are significant because 
of the limited cost, increased rates of sampling for the small population of bicyclists, and the ability to 
identify personal characteristics, trip purposes, and trip comfort. More information about CycleSac can 
be found on the mobile app’s website, http://cyclesac.org/.  
 
CycleSac Outreach Plan  
CycleSac has been integrated with the 2015 May is Bike Month campaign. As of May 27, 2015, 498 
users had downloaded CycleSac, recording 5,045 trips. SACOG is seeking opportunities to partner 
with local agencies to inform a broader audience of potential users about CycleSac, and to spread the 
word about how logging bike rides with CycleSac can provide quantitative information for active 
transportation analysis, investment, and decision-making.  
 
SACOG has developed a draft Education & Communications Plan (Attachment A) to guide continued 
outreach efforts encouraging the use of CycleSac to gather more information on biking in El Dorado, 
Placer, Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo, and Yuba counties. Additionally, the CycleSac Education & 
Communications Plan outlines the opportunities for Board members, local agency staff, and advisory 
groups to provide feedback on CycleSac and to discuss how agencies are using the data collected for 
local bicycle transportation efforts.   
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever  
Chief Executive Officer  
 
MM:VC:ds 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
  Lacey Symons-Holtzen, Active Transportation Team Manager, (916) 340-6212 
  Victoria S. Cacciatore, Active Transportation Team Project Coordinator, (916) 340-6214 
 
 

http://cyclesac.org/


Attachment  
 

CycleSac  – Education & Communications Plan 
Working document that will be updated as needed. 

May 19, 2015 
 
 
CycleSac background: SACOG and the region’s local governments have consistently worked to 
make strategic investments using the best available data and professional judgment. Currently, 
reliable and anecdotal bicycle trip data are sparse, non-existent, and/or do not have consistent 
methods for collection and reporting. In order to build a regional collection of bicycle trip data 
and support the smart placement of bicycle infrastructure, SACOG (with grant funding and 
significant regional input) developed the CycleSac mobile application for Apple and Android 
systems. The CycleSac app collects detailed data from registered users utilizing Global 
Positioning System (GPS) technology and allows for users to provide contextual feedback on 
each trip.  
 
BOARD MEMBER, JURISDICTION STAFF & PUBLIC AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 

• Provide updates on outreach and communications activities to the SACOG Board of 
Directors Committee meetings. 

o Timing: Ongoing 
• Maintain regular communication and opportunity for feedback from the Planners 

Committee, Regional Planning Partnership, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 
o Timing: Ongoing, since 2014 

• Provide electronic reports to member jurisdiction staff to share usage rates, data reports, 
and request education and outreach support to residents. 

o Timing: Summer 2015 
• Offer presentations to various public agency staff and boards of directors in the region. 

o Timing:  Summer 2015, as coordinated by SACOG staff and/or by request from 
public agency staff and boards 
 

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH/MASS COMMUNICATIONS 
In addition to ongoing communications outlined above, staff will use the methods listed below 
to inform residents across the region about CycleSac and its purpose. 

• Send direct electronic messages to the over 8,000 registrants of May is Bike Month. 
o Timing: May 2015 and ongoing  

• Promote CycleSac at May is Bike Month Energizer Stations (in-person, direct outreach). 
o Timing: Beginning April 2015 

• Use Social Media for direct messages to stakeholders across the region. 
o Timing: Beginning spring 2015 

• Produce a short video that can be shared on social media and SACOG websites to 
highlight why residents should use CycleSac. 

o Timing: June 2015 
• Offer presentations to stakeholders. 

o Timing: as requested 



• Conduct Air District, Bicycle-oriented business, bicycle and active transportation 
advocacy group outreach through phone and electronic communications including email 
and social media.  

o Timing: Summer 2015 
• Conduct Media Outreach including media advisories and press releases.  

o Timing: Summer 2015 
• Reach out to community newsletters, blogs, and other similar publications outside of 

traditional media that work with SACOG in its media outreach. 
o Timing: Ongoing 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Staff will measure growth from current user base over six months and compare growth 
rate of users with outreach and communication efforts to determine which strategies 
resulted in the greatest number of new users.  

 
Staff contacts: 
Victoria Cacciatore, Assistant Planner, vcacciatore@sacog.org, (916) 340-6214 
Monica Hernández, Public Information Officer, mhernandez@sacog.org, (916) 340-6237 
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