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 Item #3 
Regional  Planning Partnership  Action 

April 20, 2016 
 
Issue: Should the Partnership recommend that the Transportation Committee recommend that the Board 
approve the SACOG six-county Regional Active Transportation Program (ATP) policy framework?   
 
Recommendation: That the Partnership recommend that the Transportation Committee recommend that 
the SACOG Board:  
(1) approve the draft 2016 policy framework for the six-county Regional ATP; (2) authorize staff to submit 
the Regional ATP policy framework to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) for approval; (3) 
upon action of the CTC on the Regional ATP policy framework, delegate authority to the Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) to issue the final Regional ATP Guidelines and Call for Projects; and (4) in the event that 
substantive or controversial changes are requested by the CTC, delegate authority to the CEO, after 
consultation with the Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Board and Transportation Committee, to address the 
CTC requests and issue the final Regional ATP Guidelines and Call for Projects. 
 
Discussion: 
Pursuant to the passage of Senate Bill 99 and Assembly Bill 101, the Active Transportation Program (ATP) 
was created and is being administered by Caltrans and the California Transportation Commission (CTC). 
The ATP combines many federal and state funding streams previously used for bicycle, pedestrian, safety, 
and other related purposes into one funding stream with broad eligibilities. All ATP funds are distributed 
competitively, with 50 percent of the funds channeled through a statewide competitive program, 10 percent 
through small urban and rural regions with populations of 200,000 or less, and the final 40 percent being 
distributed through metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in urban areas with populations greater than 
200,000, such as the SACOG six-county region. The statutory goals of the ATP include:  
 

• Increase the proportion of trips accomplished by biking and walking; 
• Increase the safety and mobility of non-motorized users; 
• Advance the active transportation efforts of regional agencies to achieve greenhouse gas reduction 

goals as established pursuant to SB 375 and SB 391; 
• Enhance public health, including reduction of childhood obesity; and 
• Provide a broad spectrum of projects to benefit many types of active transportation users. 

 
Following the adoption of the third round State ATP Guidelines in March 2016, the statewide competition 
commenced on April 15 with the issuance of a call for projects. Project sponsors are strongly encouraged to 
apply first to the State ATP to maximize the region’s opportunities to obtain funding through the statewide 
competition. Technical assistance is available to applicants for the State ATP from SACOG staff to help 
increase the quality of information, which can also help with applications for the six-county Regional ATP. 
 
Regional ATP Customization 
The six-county 2016 Regional ATP is also in its third cycle, and is based on the State ATP. During the April 
SACOG Advisory and Board Committee cycle, staff provided a briefing on the draft policy framework 
(Attachment) for the 2016 Regional Active Transportation Program (ATP) to highlight proposed changes to 
the program and process, in advance of a May 2016 Board action approving the guidelines and issuance of a 
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call for projects. The draft framework reflects previous committee input, builds off the regional 
customization from Cycles 1 and 2, and incorporates feedback and insights gained from Cycle 2 to 
strengthen the process for Cycle 3. The proposed Cycle 3 policy framework continues the following 
elements from the Cycle 2 policy framework: 
 

 Scoring criteria for a project’s potential for supporting greenhouse gas emission reduction goals 
through reducing or shortening vehicle trips;  

 Requiring a local match for the project in place of awarding points for leveraging non-ATP funds, in 
line with SACOG’s past practice of requiring, not incentivizing, matching funds; and 

 The same process as Cycle 2 to include points related to disadvantaged communities in the event that 
a 25% threshold is not attained though performance-driven scores.  
 

New to Cycle 3, the draft policy framework recommends the inclusion of a region-specific definition for 
Disadvantaged Communities, using the definition of low-income and high minority (LIHM) areas used in the 
environmental justice analysis for the 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities 
Strategy. The draft policy framework also clarifies the inclusion of stakeholder support and a public planning 
process as screening criteria.  
 
Specific to the evaluation process, the policy framework proposes to reduce the number of working group 
members from 11 to 7 in recognition of the multiple areas of expertise an evaluator is encouraged to 
represent in discussion and ranking of competing projects. The policy framework also includes a clarification 
of contact methods in the event the working group identifies questions that could impact a project’s ranking.  
 
Timing Overview 
The timing and policy of the ATP is determined and constrained by the CTC. The six-county Regional ATP 
policy framework must first be acted upon by the SACOG Board and then be approved by the CTC. For this 
reason, the SACOG Board will take action on the policy framework in May and the CTC will take action on 
the policy framework in June. It will be necessary for the Board to delegate to SACOG’s CEO the authority 
to respond to any CTC changes and to release the Regional ATP call for projects to allow for timely 
application development. 
 
The State ATP’s funding awards will inform the final recommendations of the Regional ATP. The Regional 
ATP must consider all projects not selected through the Statewide ATP competition, and any regional-only 
applications, and provide a Board-approved recommendation to the CTC by January 27, 2017. To meet this 
deadline, staff will provide a preliminary ranking and draft recommendation for the Regional ATP during the 
October 2016 committee cycle. However, results of the statewide ATP competition will not be announced 
until October 28th.  Staff will thus submit a final regional recommendation for approval in the 
November/December 2016 committee cycle that removes any recommended projects funded through the 
statewide program.  
 
Funding Estimate 
The ATP Fund Estimate for Cycle 3 is derived from state and federal sources with program capacities based 
on Senate Bill 99 and Assembly Bill 101, and guidance from the Federal Highway Administration, CTC, and 
California State Transportation Agency. Funds will be available in FY 2019/20 through 2020/21. A fund 
estimate will be released by CTC staff in May and adopted at the May 18th CTC meeting. It is anticipated 
that roughly two thirds of the amount of funds distributed through past ATP cycles will be available in Cycle 
3, or approximately $6 million for the six-county region.  
 
Attachment 
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Key Staff: Sharon Sprowls, Senior Program Specialist, (916) 340-6235  
 Renée DeVere-Oki, Team Manager of Programming & Project Delivery, (916) 340-6219 
 Victoria S. Cacciatore, Active Transportation Analyst, (916) 340-6214 
 
 


