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Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee 
Monday, June 5, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 
SACOG Rivers Rooms, 1415 L Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 
 
The Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee may take up any agenda item at any time, regardless of the order 
listed.  Public comment will be taken on the item at the time that it is taken up by the committee.  We ask that members of the 
public complete a request to speak form, submit it to the clerk of the committee, and keep their remarks brief.   If several 
persons wish to address the committee on a single item, the chair may impose a time limit on individual remarks at the 
beginning of the discussion.  Action may be taken on any item on this agenda.   
 
Roll Call:  Directors Janda, Onderko, Rohan, Samayoa, Schenirer, Stallard, 
Vice-Chair Buckland, Vice-Chair Kennedy and Chair Miklos 
   
Public Communications:  Any person wishing to address the committee on any item not on the 
agenda may do so at this time.  After ten minutes of testimony, any additional testimony will be 
heard following the action items.   
 
Consent: 

1. Minutes of the May 8, 2017, Meeting (Mr. Johnson) 
2. Technical Cleanup to CalPERS Resolution for Healthcare Benefits Contract (Mr. Johnson) 
3. 2018 High Resolution Imagery Collection Project (Mr. Atwood) 
4. Esri Small Government Departmental Platform Program (SGDPP) (Mr. Atwood) 

 
Action: 

5. Consideration of AB 686 (Mr. Johnson) 
 
Information: 

6. Civic Lab (Mr. Porter)  
7. Update on SB 743 Activities (Mr. Griesenbeck)  
8. Regional Progress Report (Ms. Hargrove)  
9. Regional Disaster Preparedness Discussion (Mr. Johnson)  
10. State Advocacy Update (Mr. Johnson) 
11. Federal Policy Update (Mr. Johnson) 
 
 

Other Matters: 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next committee meeting:  Monday, August 7, 2017 
This agenda and attachments are available on SACOG’s website at www.sacog.org.  SACOG is accessible to the 
disabled. As required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Federal Rules and 
Regulations adopted in implementation thereof, a person who requires a modification or accommodation, auxiliary 
aids or services in order to participate in a public meeting, including receiving this agenda and attachments in an 
alternative format, should contact SACOG by phone at 916-321-9000, e-mail (contact@sacog.org) or in person as 
soon as possible and preferably at least 72 hours prior to the meeting.  Parking is available at 15th and K Streets.  

http://www.sacog.org/
mailto:contact@sacog.org


 
 
 

Item #17-6-1 
Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee Consent 
  
May 29, 2017 
 
Minutes of the May 8, 2017, Meeting 
  
Issue: The Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee met on May 8, 2017. 
     
Recommendation: Approve the minutes of the meeting as submitted. 
 
Discussion: Attached are the minutes of the May 8, 2017, Government Relations & Public 
Affairs Committee meeting for approval. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:EJ:ts 
 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy and Administration, (916) 340-6247 
 



SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 
DRAFT ACTION MINUTES 

 
 
The SACOG Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee met on May 8, 2017 in the 
Sacramento & American Rivers rooms on the Third Floor of the Meridian Plaza Building located 
at 1415 L Street, Sacramento, CA at 10:00 a.m. 
 
    
CALL TO ORDER:  Vice Chair Buckland called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present: Directors Onderko, Samayoa, Schenirer, Stallard, Vice-Chair Buckland 

and Vice-Chair Kennedy 
. 
 Absent: Directors Janda, Rohan and Chair Miklos 
 
It was moved, seconded (Schenirer, Kennedy) and passed by unanimous vote that the following 
Consent items be approved: 
 

1. Minutes of the April 10, 2017, Meeting 
2. Reporting and Paying the Value of Employer Paid Member Contributions for FY 

2017/18 
3. Amendment #3 to the FY 2016-17 Overall Work Program and Budget 
4. Resolution for Filing of Applications with the Federal Transit Administration 

 
5. Final SACOG Budget for Fiscal Year 2017-18 

 
Upon motion by Director Schenirer, seconded by Director Onderko, and unanimously 
carried, the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommends that the Board 
adopt the final Fiscal Year 2017-18 budgets.  
 

6. Final Overall Work Program for Fiscal Year 2017-18 
 
Upon motion by Director Stallard, seconded by Vice Chair Kennedy, and unanimously 
carried, the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommends that the Board 
approve the Overall Work Program for FY 2017-18.   
 

7. Consideration of SB 150 
 
Upon motion by Director Stallard, seconded by Vice Chair Kennedy, and unanimously 
carried, the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommends that the Board 
take a position to Oppose, Unless Amended, SB 150.  
 

8. Report on Contracts Under $60,000 
  

The Committee received and reviewed this report, presented by Mr. Erik Johnson, Manager 
of Policy and Administration.   
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9. State Advocacy Update 
 

The Committee received and reviewed this report, presented by Mr. Erik Johnson, Manager 
of Policy and Administration.  

 
 Director Schenirer asked about shared advocacy services and suggested a matrix of interests 

of each jurisdiction be created. Director Schenirer directed staff to put this as a topic for 
discussion at the next Regional Manager’s meeting. Director Onderko asked how much staff 
time is spent monitoring legislation. Director Samayoa and Director Stallard voiced concern 
regarding conflicting legislative opinions between jurisdictions. 

 
 Mr. James Corless, Chief Executive Officer, indicated that staff would explore the options of 

advocacy services and staff will bring back this topic for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
10. Federal Policy Update 
 

The Committee received and reviewed this report, presented by Mr. Erik Johnson, Manager 
of Policy and Administration. Vice Chair Buckland thanked staff for their work on Cap to 
Cap. Director Schenirer recommended that staff participate in the Valley Vision poll 
regarding Transportation. 
 

Adjournment 
 
Vice Chair Buckland adjourned the meeting at 10:35 a.m. 



 
  

Item #17-6-2 
Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee Consent 

May 29, 2017 
 
Technical Cleanup to CalPERS Resolution for Healthcare Benefits Contract 
 
Issue:  Should SACOG adopt a resolution to reduce its direct payment to CalPERS for CalPERS 
healthcare benefit contribution to the statutorily established minimum rate for all employees and 
retirees?    
 
Recommendation:  That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend 
that the Board adopt the attached resolution and authorize the CEO to sign all necessary 
documents.   
 
Discussion:  In February, the Board approved a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the SACOG Employees Association that modifies direct CalPERS contributions for 
employee and retiree healthcare benefits. In April, the Board approved a resolution to adjust the 
employer healthcare benefits contribution rates at the Public Employee’s Medical and Hospital 
Care Act (PEMHCA) established minimum (minimum rate). CalPERS has indicated that an 
additional resolution is required to fully implement this change. 
 
The predecessor to the new MOU with the SACOG Employees Association, adopted in 2006, 
created two new tiers of retirees: 

1) For employees hired between November 2005 and June 2006, the benefit is up to the 
value of the full Kaiser family rate, subject to a vesting schedule.  

2) For employees hired between July 2006 and June 30, 2017, the benefit is up to the value 
of the full Kaiser two-party rate, subject to a vesting schedule. 

In the previous MOU, SACOG referred to the vesting schedule outlined in Government Code 
Section 22893 for the purposes of establishing the two tiers listed above. In the new MOU, 
SACOG has duplicated the same schedule, but removed reference to Section 22893. CalPERS is 
requiring SACOG adopt a resolution to formally remove this reference. The tiers, including the 
vesting schedule, as agreed to in 2006 and reaffirmed in the new MOU shall continue.  
 
This action does not change the contributions that employees and retirees receive under the 
MOU. It is an administrative change to comply with CalPERS requirements. Consistent with the 
Board action in April, affected retirees will receive a portion of their premium payments from 
Keenan and Associates/ MidAmerica Administrative Solutions. Any changes will take effect 
July 1, 2017, concurrent with implementation of the MOU. MidAmerica, on behalf of SACOG, 
has begun communication with retirees about setting up direct deposit. Should retirees not set up 
direct deposit, MidAmerica will automatically mail checks to retirees monthly.  
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:EJ:ts  
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
 
 



Attachment 
 
  
 
 

 
SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. XX – 2017 

 
ELECTING TO RESCIND HEALTH BENEFIT VESTING UNDER SECTION 22893 OF 

THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL CARE ACT 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Sacramento Area Council of Governments is a contracting agency 
under Government Code Section 22920 and subject to the Public Employees’ Medical and 
Hospital Care Act (the “Act”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sacramento Area Council of Governments is a contracting agency and 

has filed a resolution with the Board of the California Public Employees’ Retirement System to 
provide a postretirement health benefits vesting requirement to employees who retire for service 
in accordance with Government Code Section 2289. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that: 
 
(a) the Sacramento Area Council of Governments elects to rescind postretirement 

health benefits vesting requirements; and  
 

(b) that employees first hired on or after November 1, 2005, will no longer be subject 
to vesting as established by Resolution 41-2005; and 

 
(c) the Sacramento Area Council of Governments has fully complied with any and all 

applicable provisions of Government Code Section 7507 in electing the benefits 
set forth above; and 

 
(d) that the participation of the employees and annuitants of Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments shall be subject to determination of its status as an 
“agency or instrumentality of the state or political subdivision of a State” that is 
eligible to participate in a governmental plan within the meaning of Section 
414(d) of the Internal Revenue Code, upon publication of final Regulations 
pursuant to such Section.  If it is determined that Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments would not qualify as an agency or instrumentality of the state or 
political subdivision of a State under such final Regulations, the California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System may be obligated, and reserves the right to 
terminate the health coverage of all participants of the employer; and 

 
€ that the Board of Directors appoint and direct, and it does hereby appoint and 

direct, James Corless, Chief Executive Officer, to file with the Board a verified 



Resolution No. XX – 2017 -2- June 15, 2017 
 

copy of this resolution, and to perform on behalf of Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments all functions required of it under the Act; and 

 
   
 PASSED AND ADOPTED, this 15th day of June 2017, at Sacramento, California by the 
following vote of the Board of Directors: 
 
 

 
 
 

Brian Veerkamp  James Corless 
Chair  Chief Executive Officer 

 
 

 

AYES:   
 

NOES:    
 

ABSTAIN:    
 

ABSENT:     



  
Item #17-6-3 

Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee  Consent  

May 29, 2017 
 
2018 High Resolution Imagery Collection Project 
 
Issue: Should SACOG release a Request for Proposals (RFP) and manage a contract for high-
resolution imagery as a shared service on behalf of other public agencies in the region? 
 
Recommendation:  That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend 
that the Board of Directors authorize the Chief Executive Officer to release an RFP for high-
resolution imagery, and delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to enter into any 
necessary contracts. 
 
Discussion: For the last ten years, staff has worked with our member agencies and SMUD to 
coordinate aerial imagery collections at regular intervals. In 2006, 2009, and 2014, staff 
coordinated a project that collected over 1,000 square miles of imagery that was funded by local 
agencies, U.S. Department of Homeland Security grants, and U.S. Geological Survey Partnership 
funding.  Regional high-resolution imagery collections are essential for municipal infrastructure 
mapping and land use monitoring.  Date certain imagery, which differs from what is publicly 
available online, allows these agencies to accurately record infrastructure that is on the ground at 
the date of collection. 
 
The Cities of Sacramento, Elk Grove, Folsom, Citrus Heights, Galt, Rancho Cordova, West 
Sacramento, Davis, Woodland, Lincoln, and Rocklin, along with the Counties of Sacramento and 
Yolo, and SMUD have asked SACOG staff to coordinate a high-resolution aerial imagery 
collection. A project advisory committee of these agencies will advise staff on the contracting 
process and recommend a contractor to the Chief Executive Officer.  The total project cost is 
estimated between $600,000 and $800,000, and includes costs for SACOG to administer the 
project.   
 
Staff will issue an RFP asking vendors to submit proposals by July 14 for the proposed collection 
plan.  The attached summary describes the major components of this request.  A new option 
available in this grant is through the Los Angeles Region Imagery Acquisition Consortium 
(LARIAC). LARIAC has offered to amend the Sacramento collection onto their fourth contract 
resulting from a formal procurement process. This option could save contract administration and 
quality control/quality assurance costs.  When proposals are reviewed, the project advisory group 
will advise staff if they prefer to proceed with a SACOG administered collection or an 
amendment to the LARIAC contract. Data collection is scheduled for late February to mid April 
2018. 
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:PA:ts  
Attachment 
           
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
Pete Atwood, Associate Analyst, (916) 340-6233 



Attachment 
Draft Scope of Work Summary 
2018 Sacramento Region High Resolution Imagery Project 
 
Project Description 
 
This project involves the collection of high resolution imagery (six and three-inch pixel resolution) for 
urbanized parts of the Sacramento Region.  At a minimum the project area will include 2018 square miles 
covering the cities of Lincoln, Rocklin, and all counties and cities contained within Sacramento, and Yolo 
counties. Prospective bidders will be asked to propose on two different options.  Option 1, shown in 
attached Figure 1, asks for cost proposals to collect 1,523 square miles of oblique and 6-inch pixel 
resolution ortho-imagery in Sacramento and Yolo County, and 495 square miles of 3-inch pixel resolution 
ortho-imagery for the Cities of Citrus Heights, Sacramento, Elk Grove, Galt, Rancho Cordova, Folsom, 
Lincoln, Davis, Woodland, and West Sacramento.  Option 2, shown in Figure 2, asks for cost proposals to 
collect 1,873, square miles of oblique and 6-inch pixel resolution ortho-imagery and 145 square miles of 
3-inch pixel resolution ortho-imagery. These options will be used to negotiate the final contract.   
 
The intent of this project is to acquire high resolution, highly accurate oblique and orthorectified images 
with leaf-off tree conditions. This leaf-off tree condition is required by local agencies to allow for the 
visualization and digital capture of visible urban infrastructure.  The collection of items such as drain 
inlets, manholes, road striping, etc. requires imagery meeting these specifications.  Collection flight 
periods for leaf-off conditions in the Sacramento Region are only during the last week of February, the 
month of March and sometimes early April.  Elevation models for the collection area will be provided. 
 
The regional GIS committee requests that SACOG act as the RFP and contract administrator for this 
project.  Participants agree to a maximum 20% project administration fee, tracked on an hourly 
reimbursable basis, that will cover legal and administrative costs.  
  
Funding 
 
The project is funded with local monies budgeted for high resolution imagery collection.  The funding 
proposal has Sacramento Municipal Utility District pay for the oblique imagery and the jurisdictions 
splitting the cost of the ortho-imagery on a per square mile basis. 
 
Project Cost 
 
Prices for the imagery collection will be received through a competitive bidding process.  At this time, 
staff estimates that costs will range between $600,000 to $800,000 for the options described above. 
 
Project Schedule 
 
RFP and Contract Phases: 

June 16, 2017 – Issue Request for Proposals 
July 14, 2017 - Proposals for Oversight Contract and Imagery Collection due 
July 25-28, 2017 - Consultant Interviews 
August 23, 2017 - Contract signed 

 
Image Capture and Delivery Phases: 
 Leaf-off capture window approximately February 23, 2018 to April 15, 2018 
 Vendor processing of images March through August 2018 
 SACOG Project Manager Contractor Reviewing Deliverables June through August 2018 
 Vendors and SACOG Resolving any quality issues September 2018 
 Project completion and image delivery to local agencies September 2018 



Figure 1:  Option 1 for 2018 Sacramento Region High Resolution Imagery 

 



Figure 2:  Option 2 for 2018 Sacramento Region High Resolution Imagery 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 Item #17-6-4 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee   Consent  
  
May 29, 2017 
 
Esri Small Government Departmental Platform Program (SGDPP) 
 
Issue: Should SACOG enter into an updated contract with Esri for software used for mapping 
and other analytical work?  
 
Recommendation:  That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend 
that the Board of Directors authorize a sole-source contract for the Esri Small Government 
Departmental Platform Program (SGDPP) and authorize the Chief Executive Officer to execute 
the contract.  
 
Discussion: SACOG currently contracts with Esri for software that provides advanced tools for 
mapping and spatial analysis. Staff uses this software to update datasets for land use, 
demographic, and transportation used by SACOG and its members and partner agencies. The 
current contract is administered per-license, and maintenance is purchased on an as-needed basis.  
 
This contract would move SACOG to a new contract term that will grant SACOG access to Esri 
software on an unlimited basis for all SACOG staff, and includes maintenance. Esri is the sole 
source available for this for specialized software. This is a three‐year contract for $90,000, paid 
in three annual payments of $30,000. Staff anticipates savings and great efficiencies by 
transitioning to this contract model. It is comparable to existing costs before maintenance.  
 
SACOG also uses Esri software to maintain up-to-date inventories of available data on housing, 
employment, land use, environmental, and local agency general plans in the region. The 
inventories developed under this project are used to both support work by internal teams and 
member agency staff. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:PA:ts  
           
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
Pete Atwood, Associate Analyst, (916) 340-6233 



 
 

 Item #17-6-5 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee   Act ion 
  
May 29, 2017 
 
Consideration of AB 686  
 
Issue: Should SACOG take a position on AB 686? 
 
Recommendation: That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend 
that the Board take a position to Oppose, Unless Amended, AB 686. 
 
Discussion: AB 686 (Santiago), would codify in state law a federal rule requiring recipients of 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funding to advance fair housing 
goals. The author is seeking state legislation because of the stated intent of the Trump 
Administration to nullify the existing rule.  
 
However, AB 686 goes several steps beyond the HUD rule. First it applies to any state, regional 
or local agency that administers programs and activities related to housing, not just recipients of 
HUD funding. SACOG does not receive HUD funding, so this would be a new regulation 
applicable to SACOG. Second, it would further subject SACOG to new requirements by 
requiring that each Sustainable Communities Strategy incorporate a fair housing assessment. 
Finally, AB 686 would subject SACOG to litigation risk by exposing it to claims of 
discriminatory housing practices through its actions.  
 
SACOG has no objection to working with stakeholders on ways to promote fair housing, but this 
bill places SACOG in a position of defending a policy it has no control over, and assuming 
unnecessary litigation risk. Therefore, staff recommends an Oppose, Unless Amended, position, 
with staff working with the author to remove references to regional agencies and Sustainable 
Communities Strategies.  
 
AB 686 is sponsored by National Housing Law Project, Public Advocates, and Western Center 
on Law and Poverty. AB 686 has passed the Assembly Housing and Community Development 
Committee and Assembly Judiciary Committee. It is before the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee on May 26.  
 
AB 686 is opposed by the California Association of Councils of Governments. The policy 
committees of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Southern California Association 
of Governments have recommended Oppose, Unless Amended, and Oppose positions, 
respectively, pending approval by their governing boards.  
 
Attached is the current text of AB 686.  
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:EJ:ts  
Attachment 
           
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 



AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 27, 2017

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2017

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 15, 2017

california legislature—2017–18 regular session

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 686

Introduced by Assembly Member Santiago
(Coauthor: Senator Hertzberg)

(Coauthor: Assembly Member Gloria)

February 15, 2017

An act to amend Sections 12955, 65080, and 65583 of, and to add
Section 12958 to, the Government Code, relating to housing.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 686, as amended, Santiago. Housing discrimination: affirmatively
further fair housing.

Existing federal law, the federal Fair Housing Act, requires, among
other things, certain federal executive departments and agencies to
administer their programs relating to housing and urban development
in a manner affirmatively to further the purposes of the federal act.
Existing federal law requires specified state and local agencies that
contract with, or receive funding from, specified federal agencies to
certify that they will affirmatively further fair housing by completing
an assessment of fair housing and submitting that assessment to the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Existing law, the California Fair Employment and Housing Act,
generally prohibits housing discrimination with respect to the personal
characteristics of race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity,
gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin,

96

Attachment



ancestry, familial status, source of income, disability, or genetic
information. Existing law also prohibits the discrimination through
public or private land use practices, decisions, and authorizations
because of one of those personal characteristics. Existing law establishes
the Department of Fair Employment and Housing in the Business,
Consumer Services, and Housing Agency, with the powers and duties
to, among other things, receive, investigate, and conciliate complaints
relating to housing discrimination. Existing law requires the Director
of Fair Employment and Housing to investigate verified complaints
that allege a violation of the act, subject to certain procedures and
requirements, and requires the director, if attempts at mediation or other
forms of dispute resolution do not eliminate a violation of the act, to
file a civil action on behalf of the aggrieved person, as provided.

This bill would require a public agency to administer its programs
and activities relating to housing and community development in a
manner to affirmatively further fair housing, and to not take any action
that is inconsistent with this obligation. The bill would make it unlawful
under the California Fair Employment and Housing Act for a public
agency to fail to meet its obligation to affirmatively further fair housing,
and would provide that failure would constitute housing discrimination
under the act. The bill would authorize the Director of Fair Employment
and Housing to exercise his or her discretion to investigate, or to bring
a civil action, based on a verified complaint that alleges a violation of
these provisions.

The Planning and Zoning Law requires each city, county, and city
and county to prepare and adopt a general plan that contains certain
mandatory elements, including a housing element that is required to
contain specified information and analysis. analysis, including a
program setting forth a schedule of actions during the planning period
that the local government is undertaking or intends to undertake to
implement the policies and achieve the goals and objectives of the
housing element, as provided.

Existing law requires certain transportation planning activities on the
part of designated regional transportation planning agencies, including
development of a regional transportation plan. Certain of these agencies
are designated under federal law as metropolitan planning organizations.
Existing law requires metropolitan planning organizations to adopt a
sustainable communities strategy or alternative planning strategy, subject
to specified requirements, as part of a regional transportation plan.

96
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The bill would require a public agency that completes or revises an
assessment of fair housing pursuant to specified provisions of the federal
Fair Housing Act and its implementing regulations to submit a copy of
that assessment or revised assessment to the department. The bill would
require the department to post any assessment received pursuant to
these provisions on its Internet Web site within a reasonable period of
time. This bill would require a public agency that is required to adopt
a housing element or a sustainable communities strategy to include in
that element or strategy an analysis of barriers that restrict access to
opportunity and a commitment to specific meaningful actions to
affirmatively further fair housing. The bill would authorize a public
agency of that nature that also is required to complete or revise an
assessment of fair housing pursuant to the federal act, as described
above, to include relevant portions of that assessment or revised
assessment in its housing element or sustainable communities strategy,
as applicable. The bill would also require that the above-described
program for achieving the goals and objectives of the housing element
affirmatively further fair housing pursuant to provisions added by this
bill.

The bill would define the term “public agency” for these purposes to
mean any state or local agency, regional transportation agency, or
council of governments. By imposing additional duties upon a local
government, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to the statutory
provisions noted above.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 12955 of the Government Code is
 line 2 amended to read:
 line 3 12955. It shall be unlawful:
 line 4 (a)  For the owner of any housing accommodation to discriminate
 line 5 against or harass any person because of the race, color, religion,
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 line 1 sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
 line 2 marital status, national origin, ancestry, familial status, source of
 line 3 income, disability, or genetic information of that person.
 line 4 (b)  For the owner of any housing accommodation to make or
 line 5 to cause to be made any written or oral inquiry concerning the
 line 6 race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender
 line 7 expression, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin,
 line 8 ancestry, familial status, disability, or genetic information of any
 line 9 person seeking to purchase, rent, or lease any housing

 line 10 accommodation.
 line 11 (c)  For any person to make, print, or publish, or cause to be
 line 12 made, printed, or published any notice, statement, or advertisement,
 line 13 with respect to the sale or rental of a housing accommodation that
 line 14 indicates any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on
 line 15 race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender
 line 16 expression, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin,
 line 17 ancestry, familial status, source of income, disability, or genetic
 line 18 information or an intention to make that preference, limitation, or
 line 19 discrimination.
 line 20 (d)  For any person subject to the provisions of Section 51 of
 line 21 the Civil Code, as that section applies to housing accommodations,
 line 22 to discriminate against any person on the basis of sex, gender,
 line 23 gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, color, race,
 line 24 religion, ancestry, national origin, familial status, marital status,
 line 25 disability, genetic information, source of income, or on any other
 line 26 basis prohibited by that section. Selection preferences based on
 line 27 age, imposed in connection with a federally approved housing
 line 28 program, do not constitute age discrimination in housing.
 line 29 (e)  For any person, bank, mortgage company or other financial
 line 30 institution that provides financial assistance for the purchase,
 line 31 organization, or construction of any housing accommodation to
 line 32 discriminate against any person or group of persons because of
 line 33 the race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender
 line 34 expression, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin,
 line 35 ancestry, familial status, source of income, disability, or genetic
 line 36 information in the terms, conditions, or privileges relating to the
 line 37 obtaining or use of that financial assistance.
 line 38 (f)  For any owner of housing accommodations to harass, evict,
 line 39 or otherwise discriminate against any person in the sale or rental
 line 40 of housing accommodations when the owner’s dominant purpose
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 line 1 is retaliation against a person who has opposed practices unlawful
 line 2 under this section, informed law enforcement agencies of practices
 line 3 believed unlawful under this section, has testified or assisted in
 line 4 any proceeding under this part, or has aided or encouraged a person
 line 5 to exercise or enjoy the rights secured by this part. Nothing herein
 line 6 is intended to cause or permit the delay of an unlawful detainer
 line 7 action.
 line 8 (g)  For any person to aid, abet, incite, compel, or coerce the
 line 9 doing of any of the acts or practices declared unlawful in this

 line 10 section, or to attempt to do so.
 line 11 (h)  For any person, for profit, to induce any person to sell or
 line 12 rent any dwelling by representations regarding the entry or
 line 13 prospective entry into the neighborhood of a person or persons of
 line 14 a particular race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity,
 line 15 gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, ancestry,
 line 16 disability, genetic information, source of income, familial status,
 line 17 or national origin.
 line 18 (i)  For any person or other organization or entity whose business
 line 19 involves real estate-related transactions to discriminate against
 line 20 any person in making available a transaction, or in the terms and
 line 21 conditions of a transaction, because of race, color, religion, sex,
 line 22 gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
 line 23 marital status, national origin, ancestry, source of income, familial
 line 24 status, disability, or genetic information.
 line 25 (j)  To deny a person access to, or membership or participation
 line 26 in, a multiple listing service, real estate brokerage organization,
 line 27 or other service because of race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender
 line 28 identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status,
 line 29 ancestry, disability, genetic information, familial status, source of
 line 30 income, or national origin.
 line 31 (k)  To otherwise make unavailable or deny a dwelling based
 line 32 on discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, gender,
 line 33 gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, familial
 line 34 status, source of income, disability, genetic information, or national
 line 35 origin.
 line 36 (l)  To discriminate through public or private land use practices,
 line 37 decisions, and authorizations because of race, color, religion, sex,
 line 38 gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
 line 39 familial status, marital status, disability, genetic information,
 line 40 national origin, source of income, or ancestry. Discrimination

96

AB 686— 5 —

 



 line 1 includes, but is not limited to, restrictive covenants, zoning laws,
 line 2 denials of use permits, and other actions authorized under the
 line 3 Planning and Zoning Law (Title 7 (commencing with Section
 line 4 65000)), that make housing opportunities unavailable.
 line 5 Discrimination under this subdivision also includes the existence
 line 6 of a restrictive covenant, regardless of whether accompanied by a
 line 7 statement that the restrictive covenant is repealed or void.
 line 8 (m)  As used in this section, “race, color, religion, sex, gender,
 line 9 gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital

 line 10 status, national origin, ancestry, familial status, source of income,
 line 11 disability, or genetic information,” includes a perception that the
 line 12 person has any of those characteristics or that the person is
 line 13 associated with a person who has, or is perceived to have, any of
 line 14 those characteristics.
 line 15 (n)  To use a financial or income standard in the rental of housing
 line 16 that fails to account for the aggregate income of persons residing
 line 17 together or proposing to reside together on the same basis as the
 line 18 aggregate income of married persons residing together or proposing
 line 19 to reside together.
 line 20 (o)  In instances where there is a government rent subsidy, to
 line 21 use a financial or income standard in assessing eligibility for the
 line 22 rental of housing that is not based on the portion of the rent to be
 line 23 paid by the tenant.
 line 24 (p)  (1)  For the purposes of this section, “source of income”
 line 25 means lawful, verifiable income paid directly to a tenant or paid
 line 26 to a representative of a tenant. For the purposes of this section, a
 line 27 landlord is not considered a representative of a tenant.
 line 28 (2)  For the purposes of this section, it shall not constitute
 line 29 discrimination based on source of income to make a written or
 line 30 oral inquiry concerning the level or source of income.
 line 31 (q)  For a public agency to fail to comply with its obligation to
 line 32 affirmatively further fair housing pursuant to Section 12958. A
 line 33 public agency’s failure to affirmatively further fair housing shall
 line 34 constitute a discriminatory housing practice. Notwithstanding
 line 35 Section 12980, subdivision (a) of Section 12981, or Section
 line 36 12981.1, the director may exercise his or her discretion to
 line 37 investigate, or to bring a civil action, based on a verified complaint
 line 38 that alleges a violation of this subdivision.
 line 39 SEC. 2. Section 12958 is added to the Government Code, to
 line 40 read:

96

— 6 —AB 686

 



 line 1 12958. (a)  Notwithstanding any other law, a public agency
 line 2 shall administer its programs and activities relating to housing and
 line 3 community development in a manner to affirmatively further fair
 line 4 housing, and shall not take any action that is inconsistent with this
 line 5 obligation.
 line 6 (b)  For purposes of this section, the following terms have the
 line 7 following meanings:
 line 8 (1)  “Affirmatively furthering fair housing” means taking
 line 9 meaningful actions, in addition to combating discrimination, that:

 line 10 overcome patterns of segregation; address disparities in housing
 line 11 needs and in access to opportunity based on characteristics
 line 12 protected by this part; promote fair housing choice, both within
 line 13 and outside of areas of concentrated poverty; foster inclusive
 line 14 communities free from barriers that restrict access to opportunity
 line 15 based on characteristics protected by this part; and that transform
 line 16 racially and ethnically concentrated areas of poverty into areas of
 line 17 opportunity, while protecting existing residents from displacement.
 line 18 (2)  “Barriers that restrict access to opportunity” means barriers
 line 19 that are specific to the type of neighborhood or jurisdiction, such
 line 20 as whether it is an area of high opportunity, a gentrifying
 line 21 neighborhood, or a segregated area of concentrated poverty, and
 line 22 may include: inadequate supply of affordable housing or poorly
 line 23 maintained affordable housing; segregated housing; housing that
 line 24 is inaccessible to persons with disabilities; zoning restrictions,
 line 25 development limitations, and other actions, inactions, policies,
 line 26 regulations, programs, practices, decisions or investments that
 line 27 restrict access to high-quality education, transportation, jobs, health
 line 28 care, recreation, features of a healthy environment including clean
 line 29 water and air, safe neighborhoods, social services, cultural
 line 30 institutions, and other opportunities based on characteristics
 line 31 protected by this part.
 line 32 (3)  “Local agency” means a city or county, including a charter
 line 33 city or county, a city and county, a special district, a redevelopment
 line 34 successor agency, a joint powers authority, a public housing
 line 35 authority created pursuant to the Housing Authorities Law (Chapter
 line 36 1 (Commencing with Section 34200) of Part 2 of Division 24 of
 line 37 the Health and Safety Code), a public housing agency, as defined
 line 38 in the United States Housing Act of 1937 (codified at 42 U.S.C.
 line 39 Sec. 1437 and following), as amended, or any political subdivision
 line 40 of the state not otherwise listed.
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 line 1 (4)  “Meaningful actions” means significant actions that are
 line 2 designed and can be reasonably expected to achieve materially
 line 3 positive change that affirmatively furthers fair housing. Meaningful
 line 4 actions must eliminate or materially ameliorate within a reasonable
 line 5 period of time the impact of significant barriers that restrict access
 line 6 to opportunity, and must be commensurate with the scale of those
 line 7 barriers.
 line 8 (5)  “Programs and activities relating to housing and community
 line 9 development” means any action, inaction, policy, regulation,

 line 10 program, practice, decision, activity, or investment by the public
 line 11 agency that affects where a person may live, a person’s ability to
 line 12 remain in their current housing, and the degree of access that
 line 13 person, based on where they live, has to opportunity, including
 line 14 education, jobs, health care, social services, features of a healthy
 line 15 environment including clean water, air, and secure and affordable
 line 16 housing and community conditions.
 line 17 (6)  “Public agency” means any state or local agency, regional
 line 18 transportation agency, or council of governments.
 line 19 (7)  “State agency” means every state office, officer, department,
 line 20 division, bureau, board, and commission, including the California
 line 21 State University.
 line 22 (c)  (1)  Any public agency required to adopt a housing element,
 line 23 pursuant to Article 10.6 (commencing with Section 65580) of
 line 24 Chapter 3 of Division 1 of Title 7, or a sustainable communities
 line 25 strategy, pursuant to Section 65080, shall include in that element
 line 26 or strategy an analysis of barriers that restrict access to opportunity
 line 27 and a commitment to specific meaningful actions to affirmatively
 line 28 further fair housing.
 line 29 (2)  If the public agency completes or revises an assessment of
 line 30 fair housing pursuant to Section 3608(d) and (e)(5) of Title 42 of
 line 31 the United States Code, and any regulation implementing that
 line 32 requirement, including Subpart A (commencing with Section
 line 33 5.150) of Part 5 of Subtitle A of Title 24 of the Code of Federal
 line 34 Regulations, as published on July 16, 2015, on page 42272 of
 line 35 Volume 80 of the Federal Register, the public agency may
 line 36 incorporate relevant portions of that assessment of fair housing or
 line 37 revised assessment of fair housing into its housing element or
 line 38 sustainable communities strategy to fulfill the requirement in
 line 39 paragraph (1). Incorporation of an assessment of fair housing or
 line 40 revised assessment of fair housing into a public agency’s housing
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 line 1 element or sustainable communities strategy pursuant to this
 line 2 paragraph shall not create a presumption that the assessment of
 line 3 fair housing or revised assessment of fair housing meets the
 line 4 requirements of this section, Section 65080, or Article 10.6
 line 5 (commencing with Section 65580) of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of
 line 6 Title 7.
 line 7 (3)  A public agency that completes or revises an assessment of
 line 8 fair housing pursuant to Section 3608(d) and (e)(5) of Title 42 of
 line 9 the United States Code, and any regulation implementing that

 line 10 requirement, including Subpart A (commencing with Section
 line 11 5.150) of Part 5 of Subtitle A of Title 24 of the Code of Federal
 line 12 Regulations, as published on July 16, 2015, on page 42272 of
 line 13 Volume 80 of the Federal Register, shall submit a copy of that
 line 14 assessment or revised assessment to the department at the same
 line 15 time that agency submits the assessment or the revised assessment
 line 16 to the United States Department of Housing and Urban
 line 17 Development. The department shall post the assessment on its
 line 18 Internet Web site within a reasonable period of time.
 line 19 SEC. 3. Section 65080 of the Government Code is amended
 line 20 to read:
 line 21 65080. (a)  Each transportation planning agency designated
 line 22 under Section 29532 or 29532.1 shall prepare and adopt a regional
 line 23 transportation plan directed at achieving a coordinated and balanced
 line 24 regional transportation system, including, but not limited to, mass
 line 25 transportation, highway, railroad, maritime, bicycle, pedestrian,
 line 26 goods movement, and aviation facilities and services. The plan
 line 27 shall be action-oriented and pragmatic, considering both the
 line 28 short-term and long-term future, and shall present clear, concise
 line 29 policy guidance to local and state officials. The regional
 line 30 transportation plan shall consider factors specified in Section 134
 line 31 of Title 23 of the United States Code. Each transportation planning
 line 32 agency shall consider and incorporate, as appropriate, the
 line 33 transportation plans of cities, counties, districts, private
 line 34 organizations, and state and federal agencies.
 line 35 (b)  The regional transportation plan shall be an internally
 line 36 consistent document and shall include all of the following:
 line 37 (1)  A policy element that describes the transportation issues in
 line 38 the region, identifies and quantifies regional needs, and describes
 line 39 the desired short-range and long-range transportation goals, and
 line 40 pragmatic objective and policy statements. The objective and policy
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 line 1 statements shall be consistent with the funding estimates of the
 line 2 financial element. The policy element of transportation planning
 line 3 agencies with populations that exceed 200,000 persons may
 line 4 quantify a set of indicators including, but not limited to, all of the
 line 5 following:
 line 6 (A)  Measures of mobility and traffic congestion, including, but
 line 7 not limited to, daily vehicle hours of delay per capita and vehicle
 line 8 miles traveled per capita.
 line 9 (B)  Measures of road and bridge maintenance and rehabilitation

 line 10 needs, including, but not limited to, roadway pavement and bridge
 line 11 conditions.
 line 12 (C)  Measures of means of travel, including, but not limited to,
 line 13 percentage share of all trips (work and nonwork) made by all of
 line 14 the following:
 line 15 (i)  Single occupant vehicle.
 line 16 (ii)  Multiple occupant vehicle or carpool.
 line 17 (iii)  Public transit including commuter rail and intercity rail.
 line 18 (iv)  Walking.
 line 19 (v)  Bicycling.
 line 20 (D)  Measures of safety and security, including, but not limited
 line 21 to, total injuries and fatalities assigned to each of the modes set
 line 22 forth in subparagraph (C).
 line 23 (E)  Measures of equity and accessibility, including, but not
 line 24 limited to, percentage of the population served by frequent and
 line 25 reliable public transit, with a breakdown by income bracket, and
 line 26 percentage of all jobs accessible by frequent and reliable public
 line 27 transit service, with a breakdown by income bracket.
 line 28 (F)  The requirements of this section may be met utilizing
 line 29 existing sources of information. No additional traffic counts,
 line 30 household surveys, or other sources of data shall be required.
 line 31 (2)  A sustainable communities strategy prepared by each
 line 32 metropolitan planning organization as follows:
 line 33 (A)  No later than September 30, 2010, the State Air Resources
 line 34 Board shall provide each affected region with greenhouse gas
 line 35 emission reduction targets for the automobile and light truck sector
 line 36 for 2020 and 2035, respectively.
 line 37 (i)  No later than January 31, 2009, the state board shall appoint
 line 38 a Regional Targets Advisory Committee to recommend factors to
 line 39 be considered and methodologies to be used for setting greenhouse
 line 40 gas emission reduction targets for the affected regions. The
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 line 1 committee shall be composed of representatives of the metropolitan
 line 2 planning organizations, affected air districts, the League of
 line 3 California Cities, the California State Association of Counties,
 line 4 local transportation agencies, and members of the public, including
 line 5 homebuilders, environmental organizations, planning organizations,
 line 6 environmental justice organizations, affordable housing
 line 7 organizations, and others. The advisory committee shall transmit
 line 8 a report with its recommendations to the state board no later than
 line 9 September 30, 2009. In recommending factors to be considered

 line 10 and methodologies to be used, the advisory committee may
 line 11 consider any relevant issues, including, but not limited to, data
 line 12 needs, modeling techniques, growth forecasts, the impacts of
 line 13 regional jobs-housing balance on interregional travel and
 line 14 greenhouse gas emissions, economic and demographic trends, the
 line 15 magnitude of greenhouse gas reduction benefits from a variety of
 line 16 land use and transportation strategies, and appropriate methods to
 line 17 describe regional targets and to monitor performance in attaining
 line 18 those targets. The state board shall consider the report prior to
 line 19 setting the targets.
 line 20 (ii)  Prior to setting the targets for a region, the state board shall
 line 21 exchange technical information with the metropolitan planning
 line 22 organization and the affected air district. The metropolitan planning
 line 23 organization may recommend a target for the region. The
 line 24 metropolitan planning organization shall hold at least one public
 line 25 workshop within the region after receipt of the report from the
 line 26 advisory committee. The state board shall release draft targets for
 line 27 each region no later than June 30, 2010.
 line 28 (iii)  In establishing these targets, the state board shall take into
 line 29 account greenhouse gas emission reductions that will be achieved
 line 30 by improved vehicle emission standards, changes in fuel
 line 31 composition, and other measures it has approved that will reduce
 line 32 greenhouse gas emissions in the affected regions, and prospective
 line 33 measures the state board plans to adopt to reduce greenhouse gas
 line 34 emissions from other greenhouse gas emission sources as that term
 line 35 is defined in subdivision (i) of Section 38505 of the Health and
 line 36 Safety Code and consistent with the regulations promulgated
 line 37 pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006
 line 38 (Division 25.5 (commencing with Section 38500) of the Health
 line 39 and Safety Code).
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 line 1 (iv)  The state board shall update the regional greenhouse gas
 line 2 emission reduction targets every eight years consistent with each
 line 3 metropolitan planning organization’s timeframe for updating its
 line 4 regional transportation plan under federal law until 2050. The state
 line 5 board may revise the targets every four years based on changes in
 line 6 the factors considered under clause (iii). The state board shall
 line 7 exchange technical information with the Department of
 line 8 Transportation, metropolitan planning organizations, local
 line 9 governments, and affected air districts and engage in a consultative

 line 10 process with public and private stakeholders prior to updating these
 line 11 targets.
 line 12 (v)  The greenhouse gas emission reduction targets may be
 line 13 expressed in gross tons, tons per capita, tons per household, or in
 line 14 any other metric deemed appropriate by the state board.
 line 15 (B)  Each metropolitan planning organization shall prepare a
 line 16 sustainable communities strategy, subject to the requirements of
 line 17 Part 450 of Title 23 of, and Part 93 of Title 40 of, the Code of
 line 18 Federal Regulations, including the requirement to utilize the most
 line 19 recent planning assumptions considering local general plans and
 line 20 other factors. The sustainable communities strategy shall (i)
 line 21 identify the general location of uses, residential densities, and
 line 22 building intensities within the region, (ii) identify areas within the
 line 23 region sufficient to house all the population of the region, including
 line 24 all economic segments of the population, over the course of the
 line 25 planning period of the regional transportation plan taking into
 line 26 account net migration into the region, population growth, household
 line 27 formation and employment growth, (iii) identify areas within the
 line 28 region sufficient to house an eight-year projection of the regional
 line 29 housing need for the region pursuant to Section 65584, (iv) identify
 line 30 a transportation network to service the transportation needs of the
 line 31 region, (v) gather and consider the best practically available
 line 32 scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland in
 line 33 the region as defined in subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section
 line 34 65080.01, (vi) consider the state housing goals specified in Sections
 line 35 65580 and 65581, (vii) set forth a forecasted development pattern
 line 36 for the region, which, when integrated with the transportation
 line 37 network, and other transportation measures and policies, will
 line 38 reduce the greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and light
 line 39 trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible way to do so, the greenhouse
 line 40 gas emission reduction targets approved by the state board, (viii)
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 line 1 allow the regional transportation plan to comply with Section 176
 line 2 of the federal Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 7506), and (ix) analyze
 line 3 barriers that restrict access to opportunity and include a
 line 4 commitment to specific meaningful actions to affirmatively further
 line 5 fair housing pursuant to Section 12958.
 line 6 (C)  (i)  Within the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan
 line 7 Transportation Commission, as defined by Section 66502, the
 line 8 Association of Bay Area Governments shall be responsible for
 line 9 clauses (i), (ii), (iii), (v), and (vi) of subparagraph (B), the

 line 10 Metropolitan Transportation Commission shall be responsible for
 line 11 clauses (iv) and (viii) of subparagraph (B); and the Association of
 line 12 Bay Area Governments and the Metropolitan Transportation
 line 13 Commission shall jointly be responsible for clause (vii) of
 line 14 subparagraph (B).
 line 15 (ii)  Within the jurisdiction of the Tahoe Regional Planning
 line 16 Agency, as defined in Sections 66800 and 66801, the Tahoe
 line 17 Metropolitan Planning Organization shall use the Regional Plan
 line 18 for the Lake Tahoe Region as the sustainable community strategy,
 line 19 provided that it complies with clauses (vii) and (viii) of
 line 20 subparagraph (B).
 line 21 (D)  In the region served by the multicounty transportation
 line 22 planning agency described in Section 130004 of the Public Utilities
 line 23 Code, a subregional council of governments and the county
 line 24 transportation commission may work together to propose the
 line 25 sustainable communities strategy and an alternative planning
 line 26 strategy, if one is prepared pursuant to subparagraph (I), for that
 line 27 subregional area. The metropolitan planning organization may
 line 28 adopt a framework for a subregional sustainable communities
 line 29 strategy or a subregional alternative planning strategy to address
 line 30 the intraregional land use, transportation, economic, air quality,
 line 31 and climate policy relationships. The metropolitan planning
 line 32 organization shall include the subregional sustainable communities
 line 33 strategy for that subregion in the regional sustainable communities
 line 34 strategy to the extent consistent with this section and federal law
 line 35 and approve the subregional alternative planning strategy, if one
 line 36 is prepared pursuant to subparagraph (I), for that subregional area
 line 37 to the extent consistent with this section. The metropolitan planning
 line 38 organization shall develop overall guidelines, create public
 line 39 participation plans pursuant to subparagraph (F), ensure
 line 40 coordination, resolve conflicts, make sure that the overall plan
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 line 1 complies with applicable legal requirements, and adopt the plan
 line 2 for the region.
 line 3 (E)  The metropolitan planning organization shall conduct at
 line 4 least two informational meetings in each county within the region
 line 5 for members of the board of supervisors and city councils on the
 line 6 sustainable communities strategy and alternative planning strategy,
 line 7 if any. The metropolitan planning organization may conduct only
 line 8 one informational meeting if it is attended by representatives of
 line 9 the county board of supervisors and city council members

 line 10 representing a majority of the cities representing a majority of the
 line 11 population in the incorporated areas of that county. Notice of the
 line 12 meeting or meetings shall be sent to the clerk of the board of
 line 13 supervisors and to each city clerk. The purpose of the meeting or
 line 14 meetings shall be to discuss the sustainable communities strategy
 line 15 and the alternative planning strategy, if any, including the key land
 line 16 use and planning assumptions to the members of the board of
 line 17 supervisors and the city council members in that county and to
 line 18 solicit and consider their input and recommendations.
 line 19 (F)  Each metropolitan planning organization shall adopt a public
 line 20 participation plan, for development of the sustainable communities
 line 21 strategy and an alternative planning strategy, if any, that includes
 line 22 all of the following:
 line 23 (i)  Outreach efforts to encourage the active participation of a
 line 24 broad range of stakeholder groups in the planning process,
 line 25 consistent with the agency’s adopted Federal Public Participation
 line 26 Plan, including, but not limited to, affordable housing advocates,
 line 27 transportation advocates, neighborhood and community groups,
 line 28 environmental advocates, home builder representatives,
 line 29 broad-based business organizations, landowners, commercial
 line 30 property interests, and homeowner associations.
 line 31 (ii)  Consultation with congestion management agencies,
 line 32 transportation agencies, and transportation commissions.
 line 33 (iii)  Workshops throughout the region to provide the public with
 line 34 the information and tools necessary to provide a clear
 line 35 understanding of the issues and policy choices. At least one
 line 36 workshop shall be held in each county in the region. For counties
 line 37 with a population greater than 500,000, at least three workshops
 line 38 shall be held. Each workshop, to the extent practicable, shall
 line 39 include urban simulation computer modeling to create visual
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 line 1 representations of the sustainable communities strategy and the
 line 2 alternative planning strategy.
 line 3 (iv)  Preparation and circulation of a draft sustainable
 line 4 communities strategy and an alternative planning strategy, if one
 line 5 is prepared, not less than 55 days before adoption of a final regional
 line 6 transportation plan.
 line 7 (v)  At least three public hearings on the draft sustainable
 line 8 communities strategy in the regional transportation plan and
 line 9 alternative planning strategy, if one is prepared. If the metropolitan

 line 10 transportation organization consists of a single county, at least two
 line 11 public hearings shall be held. To the maximum extent feasible, the
 line 12 hearings shall be in different parts of the region to maximize the
 line 13 opportunity for participation by members of the public throughout
 line 14 the region.
 line 15 (vi)  A process for enabling members of the public to provide a
 line 16 single request to receive notices, information, and updates.
 line 17 (G)  In preparing a sustainable communities strategy, the
 line 18 metropolitan planning organization shall consider spheres of
 line 19 influence that have been adopted by the local agency formation
 line 20 commissions within its region.
 line 21 (H)  Before adopting a sustainable communities strategy, the
 line 22 metropolitan planning organization shall quantify the reduction in
 line 23 greenhouse gas emissions projected to be achieved by the
 line 24 sustainable communities strategy and set forth the difference, if
 line 25 any, between the amount of that reduction and the target for the
 line 26 region established by the state board.
 line 27 (I)  If the sustainable communities strategy, prepared in
 line 28 compliance with subparagraph (B) or (D), is unable to reduce
 line 29 greenhouse gas emissions to achieve the greenhouse gas emission
 line 30 reduction targets established by the state board, the metropolitan
 line 31 planning organization shall prepare an alternative planning strategy
 line 32 to the sustainable communities strategy showing how those
 line 33 greenhouse gas emission targets would be achieved through
 line 34 alternative development patterns, infrastructure, or additional
 line 35 transportation measures or policies. The alternative planning
 line 36 strategy shall be a separate document from the regional
 line 37 transportation plan, but it may be adopted concurrently with the
 line 38 regional transportation plan. In preparing the alternative planning
 line 39 strategy, the metropolitan planning organization:
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 line 1 (i)  Shall identify the principal impediments to achieving the
 line 2 targets within the sustainable communities strategy.
 line 3 (ii)  May include an alternative development pattern for the
 line 4 region pursuant to subparagraphs (B) to (G), inclusive.
 line 5 (iii)  Shall describe how the greenhouse gas emission reduction
 line 6 targets would be achieved by the alternative planning strategy, and
 line 7 why the development pattern, measures, and policies in the
 line 8 alternative planning strategy are the most practicable choices for
 line 9 achievement of the greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.

 line 10 (iv)  An alternative development pattern set forth in the
 line 11 alternative planning strategy shall comply with Part 450 of Title
 line 12 23 of, and Part 93 of Title 40 of, the Code of Federal Regulations,
 line 13 except to the extent that compliance will prevent achievement of
 line 14 the greenhouse gas emission reduction targets approved by the
 line 15 state board.
 line 16 (v)  For purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act
 line 17 (Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public
 line 18 Resources Code), an alternative planning strategy shall not
 line 19 constitute a land use plan, policy, or regulation, and the
 line 20 inconsistency of a project with an alternative planning strategy
 line 21 shall not be a consideration in determining whether a project may
 line 22 have an environmental effect.
 line 23 (J)  (i)  Before starting the public participation process adopted
 line 24 pursuant to subparagraph (F), the metropolitan planning
 line 25 organization shall submit a description to the state board of the
 line 26 technical methodology it intends to use to estimate the greenhouse
 line 27 gas emissions from its sustainable communities strategy and, if
 line 28 appropriate, its alternative planning strategy. The state board shall
 line 29 respond to the metropolitan planning organization in a timely
 line 30 manner with written comments about the technical methodology,
 line 31 including specifically describing any aspects of that methodology
 line 32 it concludes will not yield accurate estimates of greenhouse gas
 line 33 emissions, and suggested remedies. The metropolitan planning
 line 34 organization is encouraged to work with the state board until the
 line 35 state board concludes that the technical methodology operates
 line 36 accurately.
 line 37 (ii)  After adoption, a metropolitan planning organization shall
 line 38 submit a sustainable communities strategy or an alternative
 line 39 planning strategy, if one has been adopted, to the state board for
 line 40 review, including the quantification of the greenhouse gas emission
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 line 1 reductions the strategy would achieve and a description of the
 line 2 technical methodology used to obtain that result. Review by the
 line 3 state board shall be limited to acceptance or rejection of the
 line 4 metropolitan planning organization’s determination that the strategy
 line 5 submitted would, if implemented, achieve the greenhouse gas
 line 6 emission reduction targets established by the state board. The state
 line 7 board shall complete its review within 60 days.
 line 8 (iii)  If the state board determines that the strategy submitted
 line 9 would not, if implemented, achieve the greenhouse gas emission

 line 10 reduction targets, the metropolitan planning organization shall
 line 11 revise its strategy or adopt an alternative planning strategy, if not
 line 12 previously adopted, and submit the strategy for review pursuant
 line 13 to clause (ii). At a minimum, the metropolitan planning
 line 14 organization must obtain state board acceptance that an alternative
 line 15 planning strategy would, if implemented, achieve the greenhouse
 line 16 gas emission reduction targets established for that region by the
 line 17 state board.
 line 18 (K)  Neither a sustainable communities strategy nor an alternative
 line 19 planning strategy regulates the use of land, nor, except as provided
 line 20 by subparagraph (J), shall either one be subject to any state
 line 21 approval. Nothing in a sustainable communities strategy shall be
 line 22 interpreted as superseding the exercise of the land use authority
 line 23 of cities and counties within the region. Nothing in this section
 line 24 shall be interpreted to limit the state board’s authority under any
 line 25 other provision of law. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted
 line 26 to authorize the abrogation of any vested right whether created by
 line 27 statute or by common law. Nothing in this section shall require a
 line 28 city’s or county’s land use policies and regulations, including its
 line 29 general plan, to be consistent with the regional transportation plan
 line 30 or an alternative planning strategy. Nothing in this section requires
 line 31 a metropolitan planning organization to approve a sustainable
 line 32 communities strategy that would be inconsistent with Part 450 of
 line 33 Title 23 of, or Part 93 of Title 40 of, the Code of Federal
 line 34 Regulations and any administrative guidance under those
 line 35 regulations. Nothing in this section relieves a public or private
 line 36 entity or any person from compliance with any other local, state,
 line 37 or federal law.
 line 38 (L)  Nothing in this section requires projects programmed for
 line 39 funding on or before December 31, 2011, to be subject to the
 line 40 provisions of this paragraph if they (i) are contained in the 2007
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 line 1 or 2009 Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program,
 line 2 (ii) are funded pursuant to Chapter 12.49 (commencing with
 line 3 Section 8879.20) of Division 1 of Title 2, or (iii) were specifically
 line 4 listed in a ballot measure prior to December 31, 2008, approving
 line 5 a sales tax increase for transportation projects. Nothing in this
 line 6 section shall require a transportation sales tax authority to change
 line 7 the funding allocations approved by the voters for categories of
 line 8 transportation projects in a sales tax measure adopted prior to
 line 9 December 31, 2010. For purposes of this subparagraph, a

 line 10 transportation sales tax authority is a district, as defined in Section
 line 11 7252 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, that is authorized to
 line 12 impose a sales tax for transportation purposes.
 line 13 (M)  A metropolitan planning organization, or a regional
 line 14 transportation planning agency not within a metropolitan planning
 line 15 organization, that is required to adopt a regional transportation
 line 16 plan not less than every five years, may elect to adopt the plan not
 line 17 less than every four years. This election shall be made by the board
 line 18 of directors of the metropolitan planning organization or regional
 line 19 transportation planning agency no later than June 1, 2009, or
 line 20 thereafter 54 months prior to the statutory deadline for the adoption
 line 21 of housing elements for the local jurisdictions within the region,
 line 22 after a public hearing at which comments are accepted from
 line 23 members of the public and representatives of cities and counties
 line 24 within the region covered by the metropolitan planning
 line 25 organization or regional transportation planning agency. Notice
 line 26 of the public hearing shall be given to the general public and by
 line 27 mail to cities and counties within the region no later than 30 days
 line 28 prior to the date of the public hearing. Notice of election shall be
 line 29 promptly given to the Department of Housing and Community
 line 30 Development. The metropolitan planning organization or the
 line 31 regional transportation planning agency shall complete its next
 line 32 regional transportation plan within three years of the notice of
 line 33 election.
 line 34 (N)  Two or more of the metropolitan planning organizations
 line 35 for Fresno County, Kern County, Kings County, Madera County,
 line 36 Merced County, San Joaquin County, Stanislaus County, and
 line 37 Tulare County may work together to develop and adopt
 line 38 multiregional goals and policies that may address interregional
 line 39 land use, transportation, economic, air quality, and climate
 line 40 relationships. The participating metropolitan planning organizations
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 line 1 may also develop a multiregional sustainable communities strategy,
 line 2 to the extent consistent with federal law, or an alternative planning
 line 3 strategy for adoption by the metropolitan planning organizations.
 line 4 Each participating metropolitan planning organization shall
 line 5 consider any adopted multiregional goals and policies in the
 line 6 development of a sustainable communities strategy and, if
 line 7 applicable, an alternative planning strategy for its region.
 line 8 (3)  An action element that describes the programs and actions
 line 9 necessary to implement the plan and assigns implementation

 line 10 responsibilities. The action element may describe all transportation
 line 11 projects proposed for development during the 20-year or greater
 line 12 life of the plan. The action element shall consider congestion
 line 13 management programming activities carried out within the region.
 line 14 (4)  (A)  A financial element that summarizes the cost of plan
 line 15 implementation constrained by a realistic projection of available
 line 16 revenues. The financial element shall also contain
 line 17 recommendations for allocation of funds. A county transportation
 line 18 commission created pursuant to Section 130000 of the Public
 line 19 Utilities Code shall be responsible for recommending projects to
 line 20 be funded with regional improvement funds, if the project is
 line 21 consistent with the regional transportation plan. The first five years
 line 22 of the financial element shall be based on the five-year estimate
 line 23 of funds developed pursuant to Section 14524. The financial
 line 24 element may recommend the development of specified new sources
 line 25 of revenue, consistent with the policy element and action element.
 line 26 (B)  The financial element of transportation planning agencies
 line 27 with populations that exceed 200,000 persons may include a project
 line 28 cost breakdown for all projects proposed for development during
 line 29 the 20-year life of the plan that includes total expenditures and
 line 30 related percentages of total expenditures for all of the following:
 line 31 (i)  State highway expansion.
 line 32 (ii)  State highway rehabilitation, maintenance, and operations.
 line 33 (iii)  Local road and street expansion.
 line 34 (iv)  Local road and street rehabilitation, maintenance, and
 line 35 operation.
 line 36 (v)  Mass transit, commuter rail, and intercity rail expansion.
 line 37 (vi)  Mass transit, commuter rail, and intercity rail rehabilitation,
 line 38 maintenance, and operations.
 line 39 (vii)  Pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
 line 40 (viii)  Environmental enhancements and mitigation.

96

AB 686— 19 —

 



 line 1 (ix)  Research and planning.
 line 2 (x)  Other categories.
 line 3 (C)  The metropolitan planning organization or county
 line 4 transportation agency, whichever entity is appropriate, shall
 line 5 consider financial incentives for cities and counties that have
 line 6 resource areas or farmland, as defined in Section 65080.01, for
 line 7 the purposes of, for example, transportation investments for the
 line 8 preservation and safety of the city street or county road system
 line 9 and farm-to-market and interconnectivity transportation needs.

 line 10 The metropolitan planning organization or county transportation
 line 11 agency, whichever entity is appropriate, shall also consider
 line 12 financial assistance for counties to address countywide service
 line 13 responsibilities in counties that contribute toward the greenhouse
 line 14 gas emission reduction targets by implementing policies for growth
 line 15 to occur within their cities.
 line 16 (c)  Each transportation planning agency may also include other
 line 17 factors of local significance as an element of the regional
 line 18 transportation plan, including, but not limited to, issues of mobility
 line 19 for specific sectors of the community, including, but not limited
 line 20 to, senior citizens.
 line 21 (d)  Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, each
 line 22 transportation planning agency shall adopt and submit, every four
 line 23 years, an updated regional transportation plan to the California
 line 24 Transportation Commission and the Department of Transportation.
 line 25 A transportation planning agency located in a federally designated
 line 26 air quality attainment area or that does not contain an urbanized
 line 27 area may at its option adopt and submit a regional transportation
 line 28 plan every five years. When applicable, the plan shall be consistent
 line 29 with federal planning and programming requirements and shall
 line 30 conform to the regional transportation plan guidelines adopted by
 line 31 the California Transportation Commission. Before adoption of the
 line 32 regional transportation plan, a public hearing shall be held after
 line 33 the giving of notice of the hearing by publication in the affected
 line 34 county or counties pursuant to Section 6061.
 line 35 SEC. 4. Section 65583 of the Government Code is amended
 line 36 to read:
 line 37 65583. The housing element shall consist of an identification
 line 38 and analysis of existing and projected housing needs and a
 line 39 statement of goals, policies, quantified objectives, financial
 line 40 resources, and scheduled programs for the preservation,
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 line 1 improvement, and development of housing. The housing element
 line 2 shall identify adequate sites for housing, including rental housing,
 line 3 factory-built housing, mobilehomes, and emergency shelters, and
 line 4 shall make adequate provision for the existing and projected needs
 line 5 of all economic segments of the community. The element shall
 line 6 contain all of the following:
 line 7 (a)  An assessment of housing needs and an inventory of
 line 8 resources and constraints relevant to the meeting of these needs.
 line 9 The assessment and inventory shall include all of the following:

 line 10 (1)  An analysis of population and employment trends and
 line 11 documentation of projections and a quantification of the locality’s
 line 12 existing and projected housing needs for all income levels,
 line 13 including extremely low income households, as defined in
 line 14 subdivision (b) of Section 50105 and Section 50106 of the Health
 line 15 and Safety Code. These existing and projected needs shall include
 line 16 the locality’s share of the regional housing need in accordance
 line 17 with Section 65584. Local agencies shall calculate the subset of
 line 18 very low income households allotted under Section 65584 that
 line 19 qualify as extremely low income households. The local agency
 line 20 may either use available census data to calculate the percentage
 line 21 of very low income households that qualify as extremely low
 line 22 income households or presume that 50 percent of the very low
 line 23 income households qualify as extremely low income households.
 line 24 The number of extremely low income households and very low
 line 25 income households shall equal the jurisdiction’s allocation of very
 line 26 low income households pursuant to Section 65584.
 line 27 (2)  An analysis and documentation of household characteristics,
 line 28 including level of payment compared to ability to pay, housing
 line 29 characteristics, including overcrowding, and housing stock
 line 30 condition.
 line 31 (3)  An inventory of land suitable for residential development,
 line 32 including vacant sites and sites having potential for redevelopment,
 line 33 and an analysis of the relationship of zoning and public facilities
 line 34 and services to these sites.
 line 35 (4)  (A)  The identification of a zone or zones where emergency
 line 36 shelters are allowed as a permitted use without a conditional use
 line 37 or other discretionary permit. The identified zone or zones shall
 line 38 include sufficient capacity to accommodate the need for emergency
 line 39 shelter identified in paragraph (7), except that each local
 line 40 government shall identify a zone or zones that can accommodate
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 line 1 at least one year-round emergency shelter. If the local government
 line 2 cannot identify a zone or zones with sufficient capacity, the local
 line 3 government shall include a program to amend its zoning ordinance
 line 4 to meet the requirements of this paragraph within one year of the
 line 5 adoption of the housing element. The local government may
 line 6 identify additional zones where emergency shelters are permitted
 line 7 with a conditional use permit. The local government shall also
 line 8 demonstrate that existing or proposed permit processing,
 line 9 development, and management standards are objective and

 line 10 encourage and facilitate the development of, or conversion to,
 line 11 emergency shelters. Emergency shelters may only be subject to
 line 12 those development and management standards that apply to
 line 13 residential or commercial development within the same zone except
 line 14 that a local government may apply written, objective standards
 line 15 that include all of the following:
 line 16 (i)  The maximum number of beds or persons permitted to be
 line 17 served nightly by the facility.
 line 18 (ii)  Off-street parking based upon demonstrated need, provided
 line 19 that the standards do not require more parking for emergency
 line 20 shelters than for other residential or commercial uses within the
 line 21 same zone.
 line 22 (iii)  The size and location of exterior and interior onsite waiting
 line 23 and client intake areas.
 line 24 (iv)  The provision of onsite management.
 line 25 (v)  The proximity to other emergency shelters, provided that
 line 26 emergency shelters are not required to be more than 300 feet apart.
 line 27 (vi)  The length of stay.
 line 28 (vii)  Lighting.
 line 29 (viii)  Security during hours that the emergency shelter is in
 line 30 operation.
 line 31 (B)  The permit processing, development, and management
 line 32 standards applied under this paragraph shall not be deemed to be
 line 33 discretionary acts within the meaning of the California
 line 34 Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section
 line 35 21000) of the Public Resources Code).
 line 36 (C)  A local government that can demonstrate to the satisfaction
 line 37 of the department the existence of one or more emergency shelters
 line 38 either within its jurisdiction or pursuant to a multijurisdictional
 line 39 agreement that can accommodate that jurisdiction’s need for
 line 40 emergency shelter identified in paragraph (7) may comply with
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 line 1 the zoning requirements of subparagraph (A) by identifying a zone
 line 2 or zones where new emergency shelters are allowed with a
 line 3 conditional use permit.
 line 4 (D)  A local government with an existing ordinance or ordinances
 line 5 that comply with this paragraph shall not be required to take
 line 6 additional action to identify zones for emergency shelters. The
 line 7 housing element must only describe how existing ordinances,
 line 8 policies, and standards are consistent with the requirements of this
 line 9 paragraph.

 line 10 (5)  An analysis of potential and actual governmental constraints
 line 11 upon the maintenance, improvement, or development of housing
 line 12 for all income levels, including the types of housing identified in
 line 13 paragraph (1) of subdivision (c), and for persons with disabilities
 line 14 as identified in the analysis pursuant to paragraph (7), including
 line 15 land use controls, building codes and their enforcement, site
 line 16 improvements, fees and other exactions required of developers,
 line 17 and local processing and permit procedures. The analysis shall
 line 18 also demonstrate local efforts to remove governmental constraints
 line 19 that hinder the locality from meeting its share of the regional
 line 20 housing need in accordance with Section 65584 and from meeting
 line 21 the need for housing for persons with disabilities, supportive
 line 22 housing, transitional housing, and emergency shelters identified
 line 23 pursuant to paragraph (7). Transitional housing and supportive
 line 24 housing shall be considered a residential use of property, and shall
 line 25 be subject only to those restrictions that apply to other residential
 line 26 dwellings of the same type in the same zone.
 line 27 (6)  An analysis of potential and actual nongovernmental
 line 28 constraints upon the maintenance, improvement, or development
 line 29 of housing for all income levels, including the availability of
 line 30 financing, the price of land, and the cost of construction.
 line 31 (7)  An analysis of any special housing needs, such as those of
 line 32 the elderly; persons with disabilities, including a developmental
 line 33 disability, as defined in Section 4512 of the Welfare and
 line 34 Institutions Code; large families; farmworkers; families with female
 line 35 heads of households; and families and persons in need of
 line 36 emergency shelter. The need for emergency shelter shall be
 line 37 assessed based on annual and seasonal need. The need for
 line 38 emergency shelter may be reduced by the number of supportive
 line 39 housing units that are identified in an adopted 10-year plan to end
 line 40 chronic homelessness and that are either vacant or for which
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 line 1 funding has been identified to allow construction during the
 line 2 planning period. An analysis of special housing needs by a city or
 line 3 county may include an analysis of the need for frequent user
 line 4 coordinated care housing services.
 line 5 (8)  An analysis of opportunities for energy conservation with
 line 6 respect to residential development. Cities and counties are
 line 7 encouraged to include weatherization and energy efficiency
 line 8 improvements as part of publicly subsidized housing rehabilitation
 line 9 projects. This may include energy efficiency measures that

 line 10 encompass the building envelope, its heating and cooling systems,
 line 11 and its electrical system.
 line 12 (9)  An analysis of existing assisted housing developments that
 line 13 are eligible to change from low-income housing uses during the
 line 14 next 10 years due to termination of subsidy contracts, mortgage
 line 15 prepayment, or expiration of restrictions on use. “Assisted housing
 line 16 developments,” for the purpose of this section, shall mean
 line 17 multifamily rental housing that receives governmental assistance
 line 18 under federal programs listed in subdivision (a) of Section
 line 19 65863.10, state and local multifamily revenue bond programs,
 line 20 local redevelopment programs, the federal Community
 line 21 Development Block Grant Program, or local in-lieu fees. “Assisted
 line 22 housing developments” shall also include multifamily rental units
 line 23 that were developed pursuant to a local inclusionary housing
 line 24 program or used to qualify for a density bonus pursuant to Section
 line 25 65916.
 line 26 (A)  The analysis shall include a listing of each development by
 line 27 project name and address, the type of governmental assistance
 line 28 received, the earliest possible date of change from low-income
 line 29 use, and the total number of elderly and nonelderly units that could
 line 30 be lost from the locality’s low-income housing stock in each year
 line 31 during the 10-year period. For purposes of state and federally
 line 32 funded projects, the analysis required by this subparagraph need
 line 33 only contain information available on a statewide basis.
 line 34 (B)  The analysis shall estimate the total cost of producing new
 line 35 rental housing that is comparable in size and rent levels, to replace
 line 36 the units that could change from low-income use, and an estimated
 line 37 cost of preserving the assisted housing developments. This cost
 line 38 analysis for replacement housing may be done aggregately for
 line 39 each five-year period and does not have to contain a
 line 40 project-by-project cost estimate.
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 line 1 (C)  The analysis shall identify public and private nonprofit
 line 2 corporations known to the local government that have legal and
 line 3 managerial capacity to acquire and manage these housing
 line 4 developments.
 line 5 (D)  The analysis shall identify and consider the use of all federal,
 line 6 state, and local financing and subsidy programs that can be used
 line 7 to preserve, for lower income households, the assisted housing
 line 8 developments, identified in this paragraph, including, but not
 line 9 limited to, federal Community Development Block Grant Program

 line 10 funds, tax increment funds received by a redevelopment agency
 line 11 of the community, and administrative fees received by a housing
 line 12 authority operating within the community. In considering the use
 line 13 of these financing and subsidy programs, the analysis shall identify
 line 14 the amounts of funds under each available program that have not
 line 15 been legally obligated for other purposes and that could be
 line 16 available for use in preserving assisted housing developments.
 line 17 (10)  An analysis of barriers that restrict access to opportunity
 line 18 and a commitment to specific meaningful actions to affirmatively
 line 19 further fair housing pursuant to Section 12958.
 line 20 (b)  (1)  A statement of the community’s goals, quantified
 line 21 objectives, and policies relative to the maintenance, preservation,
 line 22 improvement, and development of housing.
 line 23 (2)  It is recognized that the total housing needs identified
 line 24 pursuant to subdivision (a) may exceed available resources and
 line 25 the community’s ability to satisfy this need within the content of
 line 26 the general plan requirements outlined in Article 5 (commencing
 line 27 with Section 65300). Under these circumstances, the quantified
 line 28 objectives need not be identical to the total housing needs. The
 line 29 quantified objectives shall establish the maximum number of
 line 30 housing units by income category, including extremely low income,
 line 31 that can be constructed, rehabilitated, and conserved over a
 line 32 five-year time period.
 line 33 (c)  A program that sets forth a schedule of actions during the
 line 34 planning period, each with a timeline for implementation, that may
 line 35 recognize that certain programs are ongoing, such that there will
 line 36 be beneficial impacts of the programs within the planning period,
 line 37 that the local government is undertaking or intends to undertake
 line 38 to implement the policies and achieve the goals and objectives of
 line 39 the housing element through the administration of land use and
 line 40 development controls, the provision of regulatory concessions and
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 line 1 incentives, the utilization of appropriate federal and state financing
 line 2 and subsidy programs when available, and the utilization of moneys
 line 3 in a low- and moderate-income housing fund of an agency if the
 line 4 locality has established a redevelopment project area pursuant to
 line 5 the Community Redevelopment Law (Division 24 (commencing
 line 6 with Section 33000) of the Health and Safety Code). In order to
 line 7 make adequate provision for the housing needs of all economic
 line 8 segments of the community, the program shall do all of the
 line 9 following:

 line 10 (1)  Identify actions that will be taken to make sites available
 line 11 during the planning period with appropriate zoning and
 line 12 development standards and with services and facilities to
 line 13 accommodate that portion of the city’s or county’s share of the
 line 14 regional housing need for each income level that could not be
 line 15 accommodated on sites identified in the inventory completed
 line 16 pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) without rezoning, and
 line 17 to comply with the requirements of Section 65584.09. Sites shall
 line 18 be identified as needed to facilitate and encourage the development
 line 19 of a variety of types of housing for all income levels, including
 line 20 multifamily rental housing, factory-built housing, mobilehomes,
 line 21 housing for agricultural employees, supportive housing,
 line 22 single-room occupancy units, emergency shelters, and transitional
 line 23 housing.
 line 24 (A)  Where the inventory of sites, pursuant to paragraph (3) of
 line 25 subdivision (a), does not identify adequate sites to accommodate
 line 26 the need for groups of all household income levels pursuant to
 line 27 Section 65584, rezoning of those sites, including adoption of
 line 28 minimum density and development standards, for jurisdictions
 line 29 with an eight-year housing element planning period pursuant to
 line 30 Section 65588, shall be completed no later than three years after
 line 31 either the date the housing element is adopted pursuant to
 line 32 subdivision (f) of Section 65585 or the date that is 90 days after
 line 33 receipt of comments from the department pursuant to subdivision
 line 34 (b) of Section 65585, whichever is earlier, unless the deadline is
 line 35 extended pursuant to subdivision (f). Notwithstanding the
 line 36 foregoing, for a local government that fails to adopt a housing
 line 37 element within 120 days of the statutory deadline in Section 65588
 line 38 for adoption of the housing element, rezoning of those sites,
 line 39 including adoption of minimum density and development standards,
 line 40 shall be completed no later than three years and 120 days from the

96

— 26 —AB 686

 



 line 1 statutory deadline in Section 65588 for adoption of the housing
 line 2 element.
 line 3 (B)  Where the inventory of sites, pursuant to paragraph (3) of
 line 4 subdivision (a), does not identify adequate sites to accommodate
 line 5 the need for groups of all household income levels pursuant to
 line 6 Section 65584, the program shall identify sites that can be
 line 7 developed for housing within the planning period pursuant to
 line 8 subdivision (h) of Section 65583.2. The identification of sites shall
 line 9 include all components specified in subdivision (b) of Section

 line 10 65583.2.
 line 11 (C)  Where the inventory of sites pursuant to paragraph (3) of
 line 12 subdivision (a) does not identify adequate sites to accommodate
 line 13 the need for farmworker housing, the program shall provide for
 line 14 sufficient sites to meet the need with zoning that permits
 line 15 farmworker housing use by right, including density and
 line 16 development standards that could accommodate and facilitate the
 line 17 feasibility of the development of farmworker housing for low- and
 line 18 very low income households.
 line 19 (2)  Assist in the development of adequate housing to meet the
 line 20 needs of extremely low, very low, low-, and moderate-income
 line 21 households.
 line 22 (3)  Address and, where appropriate and legally possible, remove
 line 23 governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and
 line 24 development of housing, including housing for all income levels
 line 25 and housing for persons with disabilities. The program shall remove
 line 26 constraints to, and provide reasonable accommodations for housing
 line 27 designed for, intended for occupancy by, or with supportive
 line 28 services for, persons with disabilities.
 line 29 (4)  Conserve and improve the condition of the existing
 line 30 affordable housing stock, which may include addressing ways to
 line 31 mitigate the loss of dwelling units demolished by public or private
 line 32 action.
 line 33 (5)  Promote housing opportunities for all persons regardless of
 line 34 race, religion, sex, marital status, ancestry, national origin, color,
 line 35 familial status, or disability. disability, and affirmatively further
 line 36 fair housing pursuant to Section 12958.
 line 37 (6)  Preserve for lower income households the assisted housing
 line 38 developments identified pursuant to paragraph (9) of subdivision
 line 39 (a). The program for preservation of the assisted housing
 line 40 developments shall utilize, to the extent necessary, all available
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 line 1 federal, state, and local financing and subsidy programs identified
 line 2 in paragraph (9) of subdivision (a), except where a community has
 line 3 other urgent needs for which alternative funding sources are not
 line 4 available. The program may include strategies that involve local
 line 5 regulation and technical assistance.
 line 6 (7)  Include an identification of the agencies and officials
 line 7 responsible for the implementation of the various actions and the
 line 8 means by which consistency will be achieved with other general
 line 9 plan elements and community goals.

 line 10 (8)  Include a diligent effort by the local government to achieve
 line 11 public participation of all economic segments of the community
 line 12 in the development of the housing element, and the program shall
 line 13 describe this effort.
 line 14 (d)  (1)  A local government may satisfy all or part of its
 line 15 requirement to identify a zone or zones suitable for the
 line 16 development of emergency shelters pursuant to paragraph (4) of
 line 17 subdivision (a) by adopting and implementing a multijurisdictional
 line 18 agreement, with a maximum of two other adjacent communities,
 line 19 that requires the participating jurisdictions to develop at least one
 line 20 year-round emergency shelter within two years of the beginning
 line 21 of the planning period.
 line 22 (2)  The agreement shall allocate a portion of the new shelter
 line 23 capacity to each jurisdiction as credit toward its emergency shelter
 line 24 need, and each jurisdiction shall describe how the capacity was
 line 25 allocated as part of its housing element.
 line 26 (3)  Each member jurisdiction of a multijurisdictional agreement
 line 27 shall describe in its housing element all of the following:
 line 28 (A)  How the joint facility will meet the jurisdiction’s emergency
 line 29 shelter need.
 line 30 (B)  The jurisdiction’s contribution to the facility for both the
 line 31 development and ongoing operation and management of the
 line 32 facility.
 line 33 (C)  The amount and source of the funding that the jurisdiction
 line 34 contributes to the facility.
 line 35 (4)  The aggregate capacity claimed by the participating
 line 36 jurisdictions in their housing elements shall not exceed the actual
 line 37 capacity of the shelter.
 line 38 (e)  Except as otherwise provided in this article, amendments to
 line 39 this article that alter the required content of a housing element
 line 40 shall apply to both of the following:
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 line 1 (1)  A housing element or housing element amendment prepared
 line 2 pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 65588 or Section 65584.02,
 line 3 when a city, county, or city and county submits a draft to the
 line 4 department for review pursuant to Section 65585 more than 90
 line 5 days after the effective date of the amendment to this section.
 line 6 (2)  Any housing element or housing element amendment
 line 7 prepared pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 65588 or Section
 line 8 65584.02, when the city, county, or city and county fails to submit
 line 9 the first draft to the department before the due date specified in

 line 10 Section 65588 or 65584.02.
 line 11 (f)  The deadline for completing required rezoning pursuant to
 line 12 subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) shall be
 line 13 extended by one year if the local government has completed the
 line 14 rezoning at densities sufficient to accommodate at least 75 percent
 line 15 of the units for low- and very low income households and if the
 line 16 legislative body at the conclusion of a public hearing determines,
 line 17 based upon substantial evidence, that any of the following
 line 18 circumstances exist:
 line 19 (1)  The local government has been unable to complete the
 line 20 rezoning because of the action or inaction beyond the control of
 line 21 the local government of any other state, federal, or local agency.
 line 22 (2)  The local government is unable to complete the rezoning
 line 23 because of infrastructure deficiencies due to fiscal or regulatory
 line 24 constraints.
 line 25 (3)  The local government must undertake a major revision to
 line 26 its general plan in order to accommodate the housing-related
 line 27 policies of a sustainable communities strategy or an alternative
 line 28 planning strategy adopted pursuant to Section 65080.
 line 29 The resolution and the findings shall be transmitted to the
 line 30 department together with a detailed budget and schedule for
 line 31 preparation and adoption of the required rezonings, including plans
 line 32 for citizen participation and expected interim action. The schedule
 line 33 shall provide for adoption of the required rezoning within one year
 line 34 of the adoption of the resolution.
 line 35 (g)  (1)  If a local government fails to complete the rezoning by
 line 36 the deadline provided in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of
 line 37 subdivision (c), as it may be extended pursuant to subdivision (f),
 line 38 except as provided in paragraph (2), a local government may not
 line 39 disapprove a housing development project, nor require a
 line 40 conditional use permit, planned unit development permit, or other
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 line 1 locally imposed discretionary permit, or impose a condition that
 line 2 would render the project infeasible, if the housing development
 line 3 project (A) is proposed to be located on a site required to be
 line 4 rezoned pursuant to the program action required by that
 line 5 subparagraph and (B) complies with applicable, objective general
 line 6 plan and zoning standards and criteria, including design review
 line 7 standards, described in the program action required by that
 line 8 subparagraph. Any subdivision of sites shall be subject to the
 line 9 Subdivision Map Act (Division 2 (commencing with Section

 line 10 66410)). Design review shall not constitute a “project” for purposes
 line 11 of Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public
 line 12 Resources Code.
 line 13 (2)  A local government may disapprove a housing development
 line 14 described in paragraph (1) if it makes written findings supported
 line 15 by substantial evidence on the record that both of the following
 line 16 conditions exist:
 line 17 (A)  The housing development project would have a specific,
 line 18 adverse impact upon the public health or safety unless the project
 line 19 is disapproved or approved upon the condition that the project be
 line 20 developed at a lower density. As used in this paragraph, a “specific,
 line 21 adverse impact” means a significant, quantifiable, direct, and
 line 22 unavoidable impact, based on objective, identified written public
 line 23 health or safety standards, policies, or conditions as they existed
 line 24 on the date the application was deemed complete.
 line 25 (B)  There is no feasible method to satisfactorily mitigate or
 line 26 avoid the adverse impact identified pursuant to paragraph (1), other
 line 27 than the disapproval of the housing development project or the
 line 28 approval of the project upon the condition that it be developed at
 line 29 a lower density.
 line 30 (3)  The applicant or any interested person may bring an action
 line 31 to enforce this subdivision. If a court finds that the local agency
 line 32 disapproved a project or conditioned its approval in violation of
 line 33 this subdivision, the court shall issue an order or judgment
 line 34 compelling compliance within 60 days. The court shall retain
 line 35 jurisdiction to ensure that its order or judgment is carried out. If
 line 36 the court determines that its order or judgment has not been carried
 line 37 out within 60 days, the court may issue further orders to ensure
 line 38 that the purposes and policies of this subdivision are fulfilled. In
 line 39 any such action, the city, county, or city and county shall bear the
 line 40 burden of proof.
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 line 1 (4)  For purposes of this subdivision, “housing development
 line 2 project” means a project to construct residential units for which
 line 3 the project developer provides sufficient legal commitments to the
 line 4 appropriate local agency to ensure the continued availability and
 line 5 use of at least 49 percent of the housing units for very low, low-,
 line 6 and moderate-income households with an affordable housing cost
 line 7 or affordable rent, as defined in Section 50052.5 or 50053 of the
 line 8 Health and Safety Code, respectively, for the period required by
 line 9 the applicable financing.

 line 10 (h)  An action to enforce the program actions of the housing
 line 11 element shall be brought pursuant to Section 1085 of the Code of
 line 12 Civil Procedure.
 line 13 SEC. 5. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
 line 14 this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
 line 15 local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
 line 16 pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
 line 17 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

O
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 Item #17-6-6 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee  Information 

May 29, 2017 
 
Civic Lab  
 
Issue:  SACOG is preparing to launch workshops in each county in support of Civic Lab and is 
looking for input on how best to approach the workshops and subsequent Civic Lab events. 
 
Recommendation:  None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  In May, SACOG staff presented to the Board of Directors the idea of Civic Lab, 
an academy style series of working sessions focused on the theme of autonomous vehicles and 
other smart mobility solutions. These Civic Lab sessions would identify issues and find smart 
mobility solutions, and create policy language or plans to pilot and test technology. The proposal 
is for the sessions to be attended by teams made up of representatives from local jurisdictions.  
The teams would work together and with identified experts in the field to create an actionable 
product. 
 
The next step for Civic Lab is to hold a series of workshops in each county starting in late June. 
Staff has started contacting key staff at your jurisdictions to arrange dates, times, and 
participants. 
 
Staff will present more information about the format of the Civic Lab and look for input from the 
Committee on this effort. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:RP:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 

  Raef Porter, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6261 
 
 
 



 

 Item #17-6-7 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee  Information 
 
May 29, 2017     
 
Update on SB 743 Activities 
 
Issue:  This is an update on SACOG’s work on implementation of SB 743 
 
Recommendation:  None, this is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  SB 743 is the state law mandating a change in the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) transportation analysis, from primarily level-of-service or delay, to vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT) as the primary metric for measuring impacts. The law passed in 2013, and 
the state Office of Planning and Research (OPR) has been leading the development of CEQA 
guidance consistent with the law, as well as technical advice on implementing the new guidance.  
Drafts of the CEQA Guidance and a Technical Advisory on implementing the Guidance were 
published in January 2016, and both have been the subject of much discussion and debate around 
the state. 
 
SACOG is active in two major “tracks” related to SB 743 implementation: organizing and 
facilitating a Local Agency Working Group (LAWG); and initiating, with three other MPOs, a 
“Case Studies” project to examine how the changes to CEQA and the proposed technical 
advisory might impact several actual projects around the state.   
 
The SB 743 LAWG was organized in July 2016, and has met several times since then. The focus 
of the LAWG has been: 1) jointly examining the CEQA Guidance and Technical Advisory to 
learn together the main provisions of both; 2) discussing concerns related to the proposed 
guidance; 3) sharing information on local implementation activities; and 4) identifying 
cooperative actions that can be taken to address the concerns. Examples of LAWG actions: 
 

• Received a $120,000 Caltrans Discretionary Grant to fund “SB 743 Implementation 
Tools for Local Agencies in the Sacramento Region.”  The project will develop a suite of 
tools and data sources that local agencies can use for their implementation activities.  
Work on this project will start this summer. 

• Organized a SACOG-hosted FTP site for sharing documents and data related to SB 743 
implementation, including copies of ordinances being developed elsewhere in California. 

• SACOG staff has provided technical support to jurisdictions undertaking early 
implementation of SB 743. 

 
The SB 743 Case Studies project is a partnership between SACOG and three other MPOs 
(Southern California Association of Governments, Metropolitan Transportation Commission, 
and San Diego Association of Governments), with cooperation from OPR and Caltrans. The 
purpose is to examine case studies of projects around the state in order to learn how SB 743 
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would impact CEQA transportation analysis, with an eye toward learning and providing 
comment and suggested changes to both the draft CEQA Guidance and the draft Technical 
Advisory. The project team has met several times to identify suitable case studies, and work is 
proceeding.  
 
In addition to the LAWG and case studies work, SACOG staff have also supported the following 
activities: 
 

• A project workshop of local agencies, business organizations, and advocates was held in 
Los Angeles in April 2017; a similar Northern California workshop will be held in the 
Sacramento region on June 26, 2017. The workshops are intended to provide interested 
parties with an introduction to the project and a chance to identify key concerns they 
would like the project to address. 

• The project team worked with OPR to identify draft changes to the Technical Advisory 
that address some local agencies’ concerns. These changes will be rolled into the next 
published draft of the Technical Advisory. 

• The project team worked with Caltrans to identify changes that would respond to local 
agency concerns related to treatment of SB 743 in Caltrans Local Development-
Intergovernmental Review Program Guidelines. These Guidelines, published in 
September 2016, directs how Caltrans district staff reviews and comments on local 
agency projects. Caltrans published revisions in November 2016 to address some of the 
identified local concerns. 
 

SACOG will continue with both of these efforts in the coming fiscal year, and will bring periodic 
updates to the Board. 
 
Approved by:  
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:BS:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
 Matt Carpenter, Director of Transportation Services, (916) 340-6276 
 Bruce Griesenbeck, Data Modeling Manager, (916) 340-6268 
 Yanmei Ou, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6204 
 



 
 

	 Item #17-6-8 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Affa irs  Committee Informat ion 

May 29, 2017 
 
Regional Progress Report 
 
Issue: What is the status of economic growth, development, and travel in the region?  
 
Recommendation:  None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: The goal of this item is to give the SACOG Board a progress report on key 
indicators useful for understanding changes in the region’s economic growth, development, and 
travel over the last several years. Transportation and travel have implications and impacts on 
many aspects of the economy, quality of life, and the environment. The amounts, locations, and 
types of housing and job growth are important variables for understanding how a transportation 
system serves businesses and residents in the region and guiding decisions on how to invest in 
that system. Beginning with the Blueprint in 2004, and then progressively through every 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan update since, staff has sought to add to the suite of indicators 
available to the Board to facilitate a bigger picture understanding of the health of the region and 
to inform decisions about priorities for transportation investment. Staff is presenting a progress 
report at this time to initiate an issue exploration that will inform the policy focus of the 2020 
update of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS). 
 
This progress report is designed to begin exploring questions such as: How have we recovered 
from the Great Recession compared to our California peers in terms of job growth and 
development? What are the trends for key travel indicators measured in the MTP/SCS? What are 
the trends for key development indicators measured in the Blueprint? How is travel choice and 
activity changing due to rapid changes in information and transportation technology?  
 
Staff is bringing this exploratory item to each of the Board’s policy committees in June to solicit 
input on the types of MTP/SCS issues the committees and full Board may want to explore in the 
next few months. During this period of issue exploration, we will be looking to identify policy 
imperatives important to the Board, investigating how other places have tackled regional issues, 
and asking for stakeholder perspectives on the challenges and opportunities confronting the 
region. The first of these regional issue investigations will occur at the June Board meeting, with 
guest speakers from Indianapolis, Indiana, and St. Paul, Minnesota, on economic development 
and competitiveness. At the conclusion of this period of issue exploration, staff proposes to bring 
a policy framework to the Board that will guide the 2020 MTP/SCS update over the next two 
years.   
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At the writing of this memorandum, staff is still compiling the progress report and will present it 
to all three Board policy committees in June.   
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:JH:ts 
 
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
  Jennifer Hargrove, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6216 
 



 
 
  Item #17-6-9 

Government  Re la t ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Commit tee   In format ion 

May 29, 2017 
 
Regional Disaster Preparedness Discussion  
 
Issue: In response to Board interest, SACOG convened a group of key stakeholders to discuss a 
regional approach to disaster planning and preparedness following the Oroville Dam spillway 
failure and evacuation. 
 
Recommendation:  None, this item is for information only.  
 
Discussion:   
On April 24, SACOG staff hosted a regional disaster preparedness discussion with key 
stakeholders involved with disaster planning and preparedness around the region. This meeting 
was convened based on interests of the SACOG Board in the wake of the Orville Dam spillway 
failure and evacuation.  
 
Attendance at the April 24 discussion included county emergency officials, local city and county 
staff concerned with disaster management (police and fire), CHP, California Association of 
Healthcare Facilities, California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES), SACOG Board 
Members, city and county management staff, transit agency management, and other local 
government officials. Facilitated by Chair Brian Veerkamp, the meeting provided a fruitful 
discussion of issues faced, lessons learned, and where there may be future opportunities.  
 
Meeting/Survey Results 
As follow-up, participants who attended identified two key needs: 

• Clear and dynamic disaster and evacuation plans, with the potential to be leveraged on a 
regional scale.  

• Better coordination among governments through all stages of a disaster (pre-mitigation, 
planning, operational).  

 
Participants also prioritized potential next steps for SACOG:   

• Convening a working group composed of Emergency Managers from around the region 
to perform table top exercises, bring in disaster stakeholders, etc.  

• Providing or contracting for technical assistance for evacuation route modeling, GIS 
mapping, etc. 

 
Models of Regional Coordination 
Staff has been in discussion with peer agencies in the Bay Area and Washington, DC, to 
understand what disaster preparedness role councils of governments play in those regions. The 
Association of Bay Area Governments assists its region in hazard mitigation planning and 
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earthquake preparedness. The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments plays a 
significant multistate role in coordinating disaster preparedness. This includes managing federal 
grants, overseeing staff that are contracted out to local governments, contract management, 
running a 24/7 emergency information center for local officials, and cooperative purchasing.  
 
Based on interest expressed by SACOG member jurisdictions, staff will continue to explore 
other national models for following up on the next steps suggested after the April meeting.  
 
Funding  
Additionally, staff has been actively seeking out funding opportunities to support regional 
disaster support. Staff has already submitted an expression of interest to the Association of 
Metropolitan Organizations (AMPO) for a training grant supporting the creation of emergency 
recovery plans. In partnership with the Federal Transit Administration and Portland State 
University, AMPO is soliciting interest for a two-day training course that will facilitate 
development of an emergency recovery plan in each host region that focuses on using transit and 
Transportation Demand Management strategies, while leveraging social media and ITS 
applications to improve recovery time and travel options. The training is being made available to 
six MPOs throughout the country, with a two-day workshop in Portland, Oregon, followed by a 
two-day training for the selected regions. Staff submitted to AMPO in mid-April and hopes to 
hear back in the coming months.  
 
Staff is also working with local, state, and federal officials to locate any possible grant and 
funding opportunities, such as the Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) grant program that has 
supported similar regional approaches to disaster preparedness in other regions around the 
country.   
 
Next Steps 
Staff is scheduled to attend an after-action discussion hosted by CalOES concerning the Oroville 
Dam spillway on May 23. The discussion will include those jurisdictions directly involved in the 
evacuation and will be asking similar questions to the SACOG-hosted disaster preparedness 
discussion. Discussions with stakeholders at the May 23 meeting will help staff determine 
possible next steps. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:EJ:ts 
 
Key Staff:  Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
  Conor Peterson, Shared Services Analyst, (916) 319-5188  



 
 

Item #17-6-10 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee   In format ion 
  
May 29, 2017 
 
State Advocacy Update 
 
Issue: Update on state advocacy issues. 
 
Recommendation: None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: The Legislature has until June 15 to pass a budget for 2017-18. Attached is a list of 
legislation that SACOG is monitoring. Additional policy updates are listed below. Given the 
fluidity of the legislative calendar, if the need arises, staff will provide an oral report at the 
June 5 meeting. 
 
May Revise Budget 
In May, the Governor released his revised budget. Given the significance of SB 1, there are very 
few changes of impact to SACOG and its members. The Governor highlights the importance of 
SB 1 in meeting the needs of the state as a statement of policy.   
 
Cap-and-Trade 
On May 16, the California Air Resources Board conducted its most recent auction of greenhouse 
gas allowances under its cap-and-trade program, which earned approximately $488 million from 
the sale of current year allowances, and another $25 million in 2020 vintage allowances. This is a 
significant increase from the February 2017 auction, which only received $8 million, and is the 
second-largest result since the program began in 2012. The significant increase is largely 
attributed to a court decision earlier this year validating the legality of the program. 
 
The May Revise Budget did not propose any changes to the cap-and-trade program, which is set 
to expire in 2020. SB 775 would establish a post-2020 cap-and-trade program. There are a 
number of other bills attempting to modify existing programs funded by cap-and-trade, or add 
new ones.   
 
SB 1 Implementation 
The California Transportation Commission (CTC) is charged with implementing many elements 
of SB 1, the transportation funding measure passed in April. The first increases in gas taxes will 
not occur until November, so cities, counties and transit agencies have some time before they 
will actually receive additional funds. The CTC is planning to hold hearings in June to get 
stakeholder input on guidelines for competitive programs included in SB 1. Staff will participate 
in hearings and provide comments on guidelines as appropriate.  
 
The Legislature is also considering several trailer bills as part of the budget to provide 
clarification or correction to a few sections of SB 1. Staff is working with local public works 
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officials and transit agency staff to provide technical support and implementation details as they 
become available. 
 
Housing Legislation 
There are several bills moving through the Legislature that would modify housing policy and 
funding. Most significant on the funding side, SB 2 and SB 3 would, respectively, impose a real 
estate transaction fee and a housing bond for affordable housing. Those bills of interest to 
SACOG are called out in the attachment. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:EJ:ts  
Attachment 
           
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 



SACOG State Legislative Tracking Attachment

Bill Author Title Summary
AB 18 Garcia E (D) Clean Water, Climate, and Coastal 

Protection Act
Enacts the California Clean Water, Climate, Coastal Protection and Outdoor Access For All Act, 
which would authorize the issuance of bonds to finance a clean water, climate, and coastal 
protection and outdoor access for all program. Provides for the submission of these provisions to 
the voters at the statewide direct primary election.

AB 174 Bigelow (R) California Transportation 
Commission: Membership

Requires that at least one voting member of the California Transportation Commission reside in a 
rural county with a population of less than a certain number of individuals.

AB 515 Frazier (D) State Highway System 
Management Plan

Requires the department of Transportation to prepare a State Highway System Management Plan, 
which would consist of a specified 10-year state highway rehabilitation plan and a specified 5-year 
maintenance plan. Requires the department to make a draft of its proposed plan available to 
regional transportation agencies and to transmit the plan to the Governor and Legislature 
periodically.

AB 577 Caballero (D) Disadvantaged Communities Amends existing law which defines a disadvantaged community as a community with an annual 
median household income that is less than a certain percentage of the statewide annual median 
household income for various purposes, that include, but are not limited to, the Water Quality, 
Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014. Expands the definition of disadvantaged 
community.

AB 686 Santiago (D) Housing Discrimination: Further 
Fair Housing

Requires a public agency to administer its programs and activities relating to housing and 
community development in a manner to affirmatively further fair housing. authorize the Director 
of Fair Employment and Housing to exercise his or her discretion to investigate, or to bring a civil 
action, based on a verified complaint that alleges a violation of these provisions. Requires an 
agency that completes an assessment of fair housing to submit it and post it on its Web site.

AB 709 McCarty (D) Sacramento Regional Transit 
District: Bonds: Use Taxes

Relates to the the Sacramento Regional Transit District. Authorizes sales and use taxes to be 
levied to pay the principal and interest on bonds as they become due, for required reserve funds 
and for sinking fund payments. Requires a vote.

AB 810 Gallagher (R) Local Alternative Transportation 
Improvement Program

Relates to planned state transportation facilities over the Feather River in the City of Yuba City 
and certain Counties. Authorizes affected local agencies, acting jointly with a transportation 
planning agency, to develop and file a specified alternative transportation improvement program. 
Requires all proceeds from the sale of certain excess properties to be allocated to the approved 
local alternative.

AB 829 Chiu (D) Planning and Zoning: Annual 
Report

Amends the Planning and Zoning Law. Requires a certain annual report by planning agencies to 
include the relationship between jobs and housing, including any imbalance between jobs and 
housing. Require that this portion of the report include an assessment of any significant increases 
or decreases in employment since the date of the last annual report.

Page 1 of 5 Updated May 25, 2017
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Bill Author Title Summary
AB 863 Cervantes (D) Affordable Housing and 

Sustainable Communities Program
Requires the Strategic Growth Council, in selecting projects for funding under the Affordable 
Housing and Sustainable Communities Program, to seek methods for inclusion of local 
entrepreneurs in the implementation of the projects and workforce training and certification of 
workers hired to work on the projects.

AB 879 Grayson (D) Planning and Zoning: Housing 
Element

Amends the Planning and Zoning Law which requires a city or county to adopt a general plan for 
land use development within its boundaries that includes a housing element. Requires the housing 
element to include an analysis of potential and actual nongovernmental constraints upon the 
maintenance, improvement, or development of housing for all income levels.

AB 915 Ting (D) Planning and Zoning: Density 
Bonus: Affordable Housing

Requires a city, county, or city and county that has adopted an ordinance requiring an affordable 
housing minimum percentage for housing developments to apply that ordinance to the total 
number of housing units in the development, including any additional housing units granted 
pursuant to these provisions, unless the city, county, or city and county exempts those additional 
housing units from the ordinance.

AB 921 Cervantes (D) Capitol Park Prescribes specific height limits and setback requirements applicable to the area surrounding 
Capitol Park and uses specified terms to define that area, including the term half block. Defines 
the term half block to mean a reference to a half block that is a certain number of feet in a 
specified direction from the center line of a given numbered street. Includes all property bounded 
within a certain number of feet of the center line of a given lettered street. Modifies the 
definition of half block.

AB 1086 Daly (D) Housing: Regional Housing Needs Requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to report to the Legislature on 
whether the guidance and procedures for determining the methodology for regional housing needs 
are sufficient to capture total housing needs, particularly in coastal regions.

AB 1113 Bloom (D) State Transit Assistant Program Amends existing law which requires the Controller to design and adopt a uniform system of 
accounts and records under which operators prepare and submit annual reports of their operation. 
Requires the report to be submitted within a certain amount of time and to contain underlying 
data from audited financial statements. Requires certain information to be reported by operators 
with respect to eligibility for funding under the State Transit Assistance program as STA-eligible 
operators.

AB 1156 Ting (D) Planning and Zoning: General 
Plan: Report

Amends the Planning and Zoning Law which requires a city or county to adopt a general plan for 
land use development within its boundaries that includes a housing element. Requires the report 
to include the number of housing units at each income level remaining to be accommodated 
within the planning period, and an update to the inventory of land suitable for residential 
development.
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Bill Author Title Summary
AB 1274 O'Donnell (D) Smog Check: Exemption Exempts motor vehicles that are a specified number or less model-years old from being inspected 

biennially upon renewal of registration. Assesses an annual smog abatement fee on motor vehicles 
that are a specified number of model-years old. Requires the fee be deposited into the Air 
Pollution Control Fund and be available for expenditure to fund the Carl Moyer Memorial Air 
Quality Standards Attainment Program for projects that reduce emissions.

AB 1282 Mullin (D) Transportation Permitting 
Taskforce

Requires the Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the Secretary of the Natural 
Resources Agency, to establish a Transportation Permitting Taskforce consisting of representatives 
from specified state entities to develop a process for early engagement for all parties in the 
development of transportation projects, establish reasonable deadlines for permit approvals, and 
provide for greater certainty of permit approval requirements.

AB 1324 Gloria (D) Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations; Use Taxes

Authorizes a metropolitan planning organization or regional transportation planning agency that is 
authorized by law to levy, expand, increase, or extend a transactions and use tax to levy, expand, 
increase, or extend that tax in only a portion of the jurisdiction approved by the required 
percentage of the voters. Requires the revenues derived to be used only within the area for which 
the levy, expansion, increase, or extension was approved by the voters.

AB 1350 Friedman (D) Land Use: Housing Element: 
Regional Housing Need

Relates to the Planning and Zoning Law. Relates to regional housing need assessments. Requires a 
noncompliant city or county, as defined, to pay a penalty, as provided, to the Department of 
Housing and Community Development. Requires the penalty to be deposited in the Regional 
Housing Needs Assessment Compliance Fund, and continuously appropriates money in the fund to 
the department for the distribution of grants, as specified, to compliant cities and counties.

AB 1397 Low (D) Local Planning: Housing Element Revises the inventory of land suitable for residential development to include vacant sites and sites 
that have realistic and demonstrated potential for redevelopment to meet a portion of the 
locality's housing need for a designated income level. Requires parcels included in the inventory to 
have sufficient utilities supply available to support housing development.

AB 1423 Chiu (D) Housing: Annual Reports: Charter 
Cities

Requires the planning agency of a city or county to investigate and make recommendations to the 
legislative body of the city or county regarding means for implementing the general plan or 
element of the general plan and to provide an annual report to the legislative body, the Office of 
Planning and Research, and the Department of Housing and Community Development that includes 
the status of the plan and progress in its implementation and in meeting its shareof regional 
housing needs.

AB 1505 Bloom (D) Land Use: Zoning Regulations Amends the Planning and Zoning Law to authorize the legislative body of a city or county to adopt 
ordinances to require, as a condition of development of residential rental units, that a 
development include a certain percentage of residential rental units affordable to, and occupied 
by, moderate-income, lower income, very low income, or extremely low income households.
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Bill Author Title Summary
AB 1568 Bloom (D) Enhanced Infrastructure Financing 

Districts
Enacts the Neighborhood Infill Finance and Transit Improvements Act, which authorizes an 
infrastructure finance plan to provide, under specified circumstances, for the receipt and use of 
any increase of the total receipts of local sales and use tax or transactions and use tax from one 
year to the next collected by a consenting local agency and attributable to the area of the district 
under specified circumstances.

AB 1579 Daly (D) Vehicle-Miles-Traveled Database Requires the Office of Planning and Research to establish and maintain a vehicle-miles-traveled 
database containing methodological guidance on which models should be used for particular types 
of projects and the best sources of trip-length data for various land-use types.

AB 1585 Bloom (D) Planning and Zoning: Affordable 
Housing

Amends the Planning and Zoning Law. Provides for an affordable housing zoning board and 
procedures, public hearing, general plan and zoning ordinances, the share of the regional housing 
needs, and payment of prevailing wages. Requires the Department of Housing and Community 
Development to establish a housing appeals committee.

AB 1683 Burke (D) Transformative Climate 
Communities Program: Report

Requires the Strategic Growth Council to submit a specified report on the Transformative Climate 
Communities Program to the Governor and specified committees of the Legislature.

SB 2 Atkins (D) Building Homes and Jobs Act Enacts the Building Homes and Jobs Act. Imposes a fee to be paid at the time of the recording of 
every real estate instrument, paper, or notice. Provides for expenditures for affordable owner-
occupied workforce housing, housing for purposes related to agricultural workers and their 
families, affordable housing, and other housing-related programs.

SB 3 Beall (D) Affordable Housing Bond Act of 
2018

Enacts the Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2018 which would authorize the issuance of bonds to be 
used to finance various existing housing programs, as well as infill infrastructure financing and 
affordable housing matching grant programs.

SB 4 Mendoza (D) Goods Movement and Clean 
Trucks Bond Act

Authorizes state general obligation bonds for projects and programs eligible for funding from the 
Trade Corridors Improvement Fund, for projects and programs consistent with the Goods 
Movement Emission Reduction Program and programs to expand the use of zero- and near-zero 
emission trucks in areas designated as severe or extreme nonattainment areas for ozone and 
particulate matter. Provides for rail landside access improvements and landside freight access 
improvements to airports.

SB 5 de Leon (D) California Drought, Water, Parks, 
Climate

Enacts the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For 
All Act of 2018. Authorizes the issuance of bonds in an amount of $3,000,000,000 pursuant to the 
State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a drought, water, parks, climate, coastal 
protection, and outdoor access for all program.

Page 4 of 5 Updated May 25, 2017



SACOG State Legislative Tracking Attachment

Bill Author Title Summary
SB 49 de Leon (D) Environmental and Workers 

Defense Act of 2017
Relates to the California Environmental, Public Health, and Workers Defense Act of 2017. Relates 
to clean air, drinking water, discharge of pollutants into the atmosphere and waters and 
endangered species. Prohibits state or local agencies from amending or revising their rules and 
regulations implementing these state laws to be less stringent than the baseline federal standards. 
Prohibits a state agency from amending rules to be less stringent in protection of worker rights 
and worker safety.

SB 150 Allen (D) Regional Transportation Plans Requires the Air Resources Board to update certain greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 
automobiles and light trucks. Requires a sustainable communities or alternative planning strategy 
to include an appendix that outlines a region's transportation planning and programming activities, 
with transportation projects to be prioritized based on a project's ability to meet certain criteria 
and objectives, including criteria air pollutants and vehicle miles traveled reductions and certain 
cobenefits.

SB 262 Wieckowski (D) Climate Change: Climate 
Adaptation: Advisory Council

Amends an existing law which requires the Office of Planning and Research to establish an 
advisory council. Specifies that members on the advisory council shall serve staggered terms.

SB 263 Leyva (D) Climate Assistance Centers Requires the Strategic Growth Council to establish regional climate assistance centers. Requires 
the centers to to target user groups technical assistance in applying for moneys, provide to target 
user groups assistance and training in project management and implementation, and work with 
local organizations to formulate policy ideas that accomplish specified goals. Authorizes the 
council and climate assistance centers to solicit and accept nonstate money.

SB 277 Bradford (D) Land Use: Zoning Regulations Authorizes the legislative body of any city or county to adopt ordinances to require, as a condition 
of development of residential rental units, that the development include a certain percentage of 
residential rental units affordable to, and occupied by, moderate-income, lower income, very low 
income, or extremely low income households.

SB 775 Wieckowski (D) Global Warming Solutions: 
Emissions Reductions

Requires the State Air Resources Board to consult with local agencies to identify the most 
effective strategies and methods to reduce greenhouse gases, manage greenhouse gas control 
programs, and facilitate the development of integrated and cost-effective regional, national, and 
international greenhouse gas reduction programs.

SCA 6 Wiener (D) Local Transportation Measure: 
Special Taxes

Requires that the imposition, extension, or increase of a special tax by a local government for the 
purpose of providing funding for transportation purposes, as specified, be submitted to the 
electorate and approved by a certain percentage of the voters voting on the proposition.

Page 5 of 5 Updated May 25, 2017



  
 Item #17-6-11 

Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee Informat ion 

May 29, 2017 
 
Federal Policy Update  
 
Issue:  Federal Policy Update 
    
Recommendation: None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: Attached is Transportation for America's monthly report to SACOG. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
JC:EJ:ts  
Attachment 
           
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 
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Monthly Report to SACOG 
May 24, 2017 

Budget & Appropriations 

FY 2017 APPROPRIATIONS PASSED 

In early May, Congressional leaders passed a $1.163 trillion appropriations bill to fund the entire 
government for the remainder of fiscal year (FY) 2017. On May 3 the House passed the omnibus bill 
309-118 and on May 4 the Senate passed the bill 79-18.  

The FY2017 omnibus appropriations package includes funding for all remaining 11 appropriations bills, 
(Military Construction and Veterans Affairs appropriations passed in the fall 2016), including the 
Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development (THUD) appropriations bill. The bill will fund the 
government until October 1 of this year. 

Overall, transportation programs are mostly funded at levels consistent with the FAST Act authorized 
amounts. The bill provides $500 million for TIGER and funds both the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) 
program and the Amtrak National Network at slightly higher than FAST Act levels.  

Somehow Congress employed budget maneuvers that allow this appropriations bill to incorporate 
higher funding levels, without comparable funding cuts, and yet adhere to the budget cap of $1.07 
trillion, which Congress agreed to in 2015. If Congress continues along this path, there may be broad 
support for FY 2018 appropriations and the infrastructure package. However, it is not clear the extent 
to which Congress has additional budget maneuvers available to them to continue to spend so freely.  

(See T4America summary here). 

FY 2018 APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET RELEASED 

On May 23, the Trump administration released its budget proposal for how to fund the government in 
fiscal year (FY) 2018, which begins on October 1. Overall the numbers in this budget align with the 
topline numbers in the initial “skinny” budget released back in March. (See T4America summary of the 
skinny budget here. T4America’s summary of the full budget is here and blog post here). 

While this budget signals to Congress where the Administration would like to see funding cuts and 
priorities, the budget itself is not a funding action. In order for money to flow, Congress needs to pass 
several appropriations bills. Congress may consider the Administration’s budget proposal as a starting 
point or may start from scratch on a FY 2018 budget.   

CURRENT NEWS 

Attachment

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1DL-w-ML8uHNUdTZnlxbjRNa1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1DL-w-ML8uHeGd3cndtZ1FNdHM/view?usp=sharing
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http://t4america.org/2017/05/23/trump-admins-full-budget-proposal-makes-clear-intent-end-federal-support-transit-construction/
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The Administration’s proposal cuts federal spending by $3.6 trillion over 10 years. This includes a cut of 
13 percent to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s discretionary budget, to $16.2 billion. The budget 
proposes to end the TIGER competitive grant program, phase out New Starts & Small Starts funding, and 
severely cut funding for long-distance Amtrak service. Combined with the elimination of numerous non-
transportation programs, these cuts would put great pressure on already overstretched local 
governments. 

While the budget proposes phasing out the Capital Investments Grant program (i.e. New Starts, Small 
Starts, and Core Capacity programs) funding by limiting funding for the CIG program to only those 
projects that have full funding grant agreements (FFGAs), earlier this week FTA signed an FFGA for the 
Caltrain project in California. This decision comes on the heels of a May 17 Senate EPW Committee 
hearing, during which Secretary Chao said she could not sign the agreement, even though Congress 
already enacted funds for the project. Secretary Chao explained she could not support the project until 
all the funding needed for the project was appropriated, seeming to show a lack of understanding of the 
purpose of FFGA or the structure of the transit program. Both Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and 
Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) took strong issue with Secretary Chao’s comments and, eventually, 
USDOT removed their objections and signed the Caltrain FFGA.  

Given that the Administration has now moved at least one project forward to receive an FFGA and that 
the FY 2017 funding bill passed by Congress set aside funding for projects that are anticipated to obtain 
FFGAs, the Administration will certainly face greater pressure to deviate from the FY 2018 budget’s 
proposal for the CIG program. And Congress has showed little support for the Administration’s 
proposed approach. 

The Administration’s budget also includes a new line item for spending $200 billion on infrastructure 
over 10 years, which is intended to incentivize an additional $800 billion in investment from the private 
sector, state governments and local governments.  However, it provides no information about where the 
funding would come from. It also does not outline how or to whom the funding would be distributed nor 
does it define infrastructure very quickly.  But a six-page fact sheet released with the budget indicates 
that infrastructure could be defined quite broadly to include air traffic control, Veterans Administration 
facilities, power marketing administration assets, surface transportation and waterways.  

Prior to the Administration’s budget release, USDOT Secretary Elaine Chao remarked that an outline of 
principles for an infrastructure package would be coming “in the next several weeks.” While the 
Administration’s budget proposal only included a line-item placeholder of $200 billion, a separate fact 
sheet provided some clues as to what a future proposal may look like. The fact sheet indicated that an 
infrastructure proposal may include an expansion of TIFIA eligibility, expansion of Private Activity 
Bonds, removing tolling restrictions, allowing private investment in rest areas, streamlining 
environmental review and permitting processes, among other non-transportation focused measures 
such as support for a water infrastructure financing program. (See fact sheet here). 

USDOT Rulemaking Update 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES RULE FINALIZED; GHG MEASURE POSTPONED  
 
On May 19, USDOT published a notice finalizing the remaining performance measures, including 
pavement and bridge conditions, congestion, highway reliability, non-single occupancy vehicle mode 
share, and mobile source emissions.  However, it also indefinitely postponed the requirement that states 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/fact_sheets/2018 Budget Fact Sheet_Infrastructure Initiative.pdf
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and MPOs measure CO2 emissions generated from traffic on the National Highway System. While 
disappointed that this portion of the rule is delayed, states and MPOs may voluntarily pursue a CO2 
measure in addition to the federal baseline requirements. (See T4America’s overview of the congestion 
rule here). 
 
The notice indicated FHWA’s intent to release a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) seeking 
additional comment on the CO2 measure.  
 
 
MPO PLANNING AND COORDINATION RULE REPEALED 
 
On May 12, President Trump signed into law a measure repealing USDOT’s MPO Coordination and 
Planning Area Reform rule. The measure passed the House 417-3 and passed in the Senate by 
unanimous consent. The controversial rule would have required all MPOs within the same Metropolitan 
Planning Area (MPA) to develop a single metropolitan transportation plan, a single transportation 
improvement program, and a jointly established set of performance targets for the MPA. (See 
T4America’s overview of the MPO rule here). 

Feature: Status of Appointments  

On May 16, the Senate voted 56-42 to confirm Jeffrey A. Rosen as Deputy Secretary of Transportation. 
The Senate is expected to next take up the appointment of Derek Kan, whose paperwork was formally 
submitted to the Senate the same day as Rosen’s approval. USDOT also recently announced a list of 
senior appointees, who are included in the chart below. (See DOT’s announcement here). 
 
Name Position  Status 
Jeffrey A. Rosen Deputy Secretary of Transportation Confirmed. 
Derek Kan Undersecretary for Policy Appointed, awaiting 

confirmation hearing 
James Ray Special Adviser to the Secretary on 

Infrastructure 
No confirmation necessary 

Anthony Bedell Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Intergovernmental Affairs 

No confirmation necessary 

Michael Britt Senior Adviser to the Secretary for ATO (Air 
Traffic Organization) Modernization 

No confirmation necessary 

Chris Brown Associate Administrator for Government and 
Industry Affairs 

No confirmation necessary 

Thomas ‘Finch’ Fulton Deputy Assistant Secretary of Transportation 
Policy 

No confirmation necessary 

Wendy Gehring Director of Scheduling No confirmation necessary 
Laura Genero Senior Advisor to the Secretary for Strategic 

Communications 
No confirmation necessary 

Todd Inman Director of Operations No confirmation necessary 
Ruth Drinkard Knouse Director of Executive Secretariat No confirmation necessary 
Marianne McInerney Assistant to the Secretary and Director of 

Public Affairs 
No confirmation necessary 

http://t4america.org/2017/01/12/usdot-rewrites-congestion-rule-in-response-to-overwhelming-criticism/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1DL-w-ML8uHMUM0cFFWUDhqWkk/view?usp=sharing
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-key-staff-appointments
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Sean McMaster Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional 
Affairs 

No confirmation necessary 

James Ray  Special Advisor to the Secretary for 
Infrastructure 

No confirmation necessary 

G. Bryan Slater Assistant Secretary for Administration No confirmation necessary 
Tamara Somerville Senior Advisor No confirmation necessary 
Geoff Burr Chief of Staff No confirmation necessary 
Matthew Kopko Counselor to the Deputy Secretary No confirmation necessary 
 
 



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 21 Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2017 Rep. Issa, Darrell (R-
CA-49)

14 Cosponsors; 1 D, 13 
R

Amends the Congressional Review Act to allow Congress to consider a 
joint resolution to disapprove multiple regulations that federal agencies 
have submitted for congressional review within the last 60 legislative 
days of a session of Congress during the final year of a President's term. 
Congress may disapprove a group of such regulations together (i.e., "en 
bloc") instead of the current procedure of considering only one regulation 
at a time.

Passed House 238-
184,  Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security & Government 
Affairs

H.R. 26 Regulations from the Executive in 
Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act of 2017

Rep. Collins, Doug (R-
GA-9) 160 Cosponsors; 160 R

Requires a joint resolution of approval to be enacted by Congress within 
70 session days or legislative days after an agency proposing a major 
rule submits its report on such rule to Congress in order for the rule to 
take effect. Defines a "major rule" as any rule that the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs of the Office of Management and 
Budget finds results in: (1) an annual effect on the economy of $100 
million or more; (2) a major increase in costs or prices for consumers, 
individual industries, government agencies, or geographic regions; or (3) 
significant adverse effects on competition, employment, investment, 
productivity, innovation, or the ability of U.S.-based enterprises to 
compete with foreign-based enterprises.

Passed House 237-
187, Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security & Government 
Affairs

H.R. 52
Jobs, On-the-Job 'Earn While You 
Learn' Training, and Apprenticeships 
for African-American Young Men Act

Rep. Scott, David (D-
GA-13) 10 Cosponsors; 8 D, 2 R

Requires the Department of Labor to request labor unions, general 
contractors, and businesses that will rebuild infrastructure, transportation 
systems, technology and computer networks, and energy distribution 
systems to actively recruit, hire, and provide on-the-job training to African 
American men ages 18 to 39 through existing jobs, apprenticeships, and 
"earn while you learn" programs. Labor must help coordinate such 
recruitment.

Referred to House 
Education and 
Workforce

H.R. 66 Route 66 Centennial Commission Act Rep. Davis, Rodney (R-
IL-13) 14 Cosponsors; 6 D, 8 R

Establishes Route 66 Centennial Commission to honor the 100th year 
anniversary of the establishment of Route 66 and requires the 
commission to determine the best way to honor Route 66 and issue a 
report on what needs to be done to preserve Route 66. 

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 89
To amend subtitle IV of title 40, United 
States Code, regarding county 
additions to the Appalachian region

Rep. Blackburn, 
Marsha (R-TN-7) 0 Cosponsors

Adds the Tennessee counties of Hickman, Perry, and Wayne to the 
definition of "Appalachian region" for purposes of Appalachian regional 
development efforts

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 100 Support Local Transportation Act Rep. Brownley, Julia 
(D-CA-26) 2 Cosponsos; 2 D, 0 R

Modifies the percentages of funds allocated to certain urbanized areas 
under the surface transportation block grant program for the next three 
fiscal years.

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R 127 Transportation for Heroes Act of 2017 Rep. Green, Al (D-TX-
9) 0 Cosponsors

Revises urbanized area formula grant recipient requirements to require a 
recipient to certify that it will ensure that a fare of no more than 50% of 
the peak hour fare will be charged to a U.S. veteran during non-peak 
hours for transportation using or involving a facility or equipment of a 
project financed by the grant

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 233 Safe Freight Act of 2017 Rep. Young, Don (R-
AK)

32 Cosponsors; 22 D, 10 
R

Directs the Federal Railroad Adminstration (FRA) to issue regulations 
requiring two members on all frieght trains

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 244 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017 Rep. Cook, Paul (R-CA-
8)

28 Cosponsors; 19 R, 9 
D  The onmibus appropriations bill for FY 2017. See T4America summary. Became Public Law 

115-31 on May 5, 2017

H.R. 268 Neighborhood Noise Barriers Act of 
2017

Rep. Lewis, John (D-
GA-5) 0 Cosponsors

Allows Highway Trust fund dollars to be used to construct noise barriers 
next to predominately residential neighborhoods that are next to a 
recently widened highway or where the neighborhood is older than 10 
years and located next to a highway (doesn't have to have been 
widened). 

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 274 Modernizing Government Travel Act Rep. Moulton, Seth (D-
MA-6) 10 Cosponsors; 6 D, 4 R

Allows Federal employees to be reimbursed for using services provided 
by transportation network companies (TNCs) for official business. Sets 
forth definition of transportation network companies. 

Became Public Law 
15-34 on May 16th 
2017

H.R. 336 Transit Benefits Modernization Act Rep. Meadows, Mark 
(R-NC-11) 5 Cosponsors; 3 D, 2 R

Allows services provided by transportation network companies (TNCs) to 
qualify as a transportation fringe benefit for Federal employees within the 
national capital region. Employees would have to forgoe recieving transit 
benefits if they chose to recieve TNC benefits.

Referred to House 
Oversight and 
Government Reform

H.R. 481 REBUILD Act Rep. Calvert, Ken (R-
CA-42) 0 Cosponsors

Amends the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) to 
authorize: (1) the assignment to states of federal environmental review 
responsibilities under NEPA and other relevant federal environmental 
laws for covered federal projects, and (2) states to assume all or part of 
those responsibilities.

Referred to House 
Committee on Natural 
Resources

H.R. 547 National Infrastructure Development 
Bank Act of 2017

Rep. DeLauro, Rosa 
(D-CT-3) 79 Cosponsors; 79 D

Would create and fund a public bank to leverage public and private 
dollars for meritorious infrastructure projects of national or regional 
significance. Would supplement other federal infrastructure programs by 
providing loans, loan guarantees and proceeds from bond issuances for 
projects, and make payments to help states and localities cover their 
bond interest payments. 

Referred to House T&I; 
Energy and 
Commerce; Financial 
Services; Ways and 
Means

H.R. 549 Transit Security Grant Program 
Flexibility Act

Rep. Donovan, Daniel 
M., Jr. (R-NY-11) 5 Cosponsors; 2 D, 3 R

Adds a period of performance for public transportation security 
assistance grants. Awarded funds would be available for a grant recipient 
for not fewer than 36 months, and not fewer than 55 months for projects 
that (a) provide security improvements for public transportation systems 
in final design or under construction or (b) provide security improvements 
for stations and other public transportation infrastructure, including that 
owned by State or local governments. 

Passed House by 
voice vote on February 
1st 2017. Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government Affairs

H.R. 554 Make State Governments More Open, 
Honest, and Transparent Act of 2017

Rep. Kildee, Dan (D-MI-
5) 0 Cosponsors

Requires state lawmakers to disclose their sources of income and 
possible conflicts of interest or face loss in federal funding for certain 
programs, including transportation funds

Referred to House T&I; 
Energy and 
Commerce; Education 
and the Workforce; 
Financial Services; 
Homeland Security; 
Judiciary; Ways and 
Means

H.R. 556 BLUE Act of 2017 Rep. Lance, Leonard 
(R-NJ-7) 3 Cosponsors; 1 D, 2 R

Requires the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration to 
make an exception to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices to 
allow for certain colored markings between longitudinal parallel lines for 
celebratory or ceremonial purposes

Referred House T&I

H.R. 721 BRACE Act Rep. Jenkins, Lynn (R-
KS-2)

171 Cosponsors; 72 D, 
99 R

Makes permanent the tax credit for railroad truck maintenance and would 
apply to ependitures paid or incurred after December 31, 2016.

Referred to House 
Ways & Means

H.R. 736 Black Box Privacy Protection Act Rep. Capuano, Michael 
E. (D-MA-7) 0 Cosponsors

Requires manufacturers of new autmobiles to disclose on the information 
label affixed to the window of the automobile (1) the presence and 
location of an event data recorder, (2) the type of information recorded 
and how it is recorded, and (3) that the recording may be used in a law 
enforcement proceeding. It would apply to any device that records 
information such as vehicle speed, seatbelt use, application of brakes, or 
other information pertinent to the operation of the vehicle. Prohibits the 
manufacture, sale, or import into the US of an automobile model year 
2016 or later that is equipped with an event data recorder unless the 
consumer can control the recording of information and establishes 
penalties for violators. Any data recorded would be considered the 
property of the owner of the vehicle. 

Referred to House 
Energy and Commerce



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 765 Increase Transportation Alternatives 
Investment Act of 2017

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia 
M. (D-NY-7) 5 Cosponsors; 5 D, 0 R

Creates a surface transportation block grant program to support 
transportation alternatives in areas that are undergoing extensive repair 
or reconstruction of transportation infrastructure, including federal-aid 
highways, federally owned roads open for public travel, passenger rail 
facilities, and public transportation facilities. Requires the Secretary of 
Transportation within 1 year of enactment of this act to award grants 
under the program. Eligible entities include state and local governments, 
MPOs, and RPOs. Eligible activities include TDM programs including 
support for TMAs, carpool or telecommuting projects, and planning, 
design, acquisition of rights-of-way, construction, improvement and 
management of streets, pathways, and public transportation facilities to 
facilitate expanded bicycle and pedestrian mobility and access

Referred to House T&I

H.R. 824 No Transportation Funds for 
Sanctuary Cities Act

Rep. Smith, Jason (R-
MO-8) 5 Cosponsors; 0 D, 5 R

Prohibits any grant funding made available under Chapter 1 of Title 23 or 
provided through the TIGER program, or any subsequent appropriation 
act from being obligated to any project located in whole or in part in a 
sanctuary jurisdiction. Defines sanctuary jurisdiction as an state or 
political subdivision of a state that has a statute, ordinance, policy, or 
practice that prohibits or restricts any government entity or official from 
(1) sending, receiving, maintaining or exchanging with any Federal, state,
or local government entity citizenship or immigration status of any 
individual, or (2) complying with any DHS detainer ordering that the 
government entity or official temporarily hold an alien in custody, 
transport the alien for transfer to federal custody, or notify DHS about the 
release of an alien. 

Referred to House T&I

H.R. 891 Federal Transit Modernization Act of 
2017

Rep. Meadows, Mark 
(R-NC-11) 3 Cosponsor; 3 R, 0 D

Repeals labor standard requirements that condition financial assistance 
for public transportation projects upon employee protective arrangements 
approved by the Secretary of Labor. Repeals the prevailing wage 
requirement, which requires the Secretary of Transportation to ensure 
that laborers and mechanics employed by contractors and 
subcontractors in construction work are paid wages not less than those 
prevailing on similar construction in the locality. Repeals employee 
protective arragements, including provisions for the preservation of rights 
under existing collective bargaining agreements, the continuation of 
collective bargaining rights, paid training or retraining programs, and 
more. 

Referred to House T&I



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 904 Buy American Improvement Act of 
2017

Rep. Lipinski, Daniel 
(D-IL-3)

21 Cosponsors; 18 D, 3 
R

Increases requirements for american-made content. For surface 
transportation projects required to use steel, iron and manufactured 
goods produced in the US, provides an exception that applies when 
procuring rolling stock and the cost of components and subcomponents 
produced in the US is more than 60% of the cost of all components of 
rolling stock and final assembly of the rolling stock has occured in the 
US. Requires the Secretary of Transportation within 1 year of enactment 
of the act to review regulations to determine whether manufactured 
products other than those containing steel and iron should be considered 
for domestic content preferences. Modifies Buy America provisions for 
Amtrak. Before Amtrak can apply an exception to Buy America 
provisions, it must enter into an arrangement with the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology to conduct a supplier scouting process for 
domestic suppliers that can provide the materials or supplies for which 
an exemption is being sought. Amtrak must submit this report and the 
exemption application to the Secretary, who will consider the results of 
the supplier scouting process before making a decision on the 
application. If the Secretary decides to grant the exemption, the 
Secretary shall publish a summary of the scouting report and reasons for 
the decision in the Federal Register. Additional Buy America provisions 
are also applied to projects financed with passenger facility charges and 
to existing rail loan and loan guarantee requirements.

Referred to House 
Oversight & 
Government Reform; 
Financial Services; 
T&I; Energy and 
Commerce; 
Agriculture; Natural 
Resources; Homeland 
Security

H.R. 932 MOVE Act Rep. Ellison, Keith (D-
MN-5) 7 Cosponsors; 7 D; 0 R

Directs DOT to issue regulations necessary to establish performance 
measures relating to multimodal connectivity and accessibility for states 
and MPOs to use to assess roadways, public transportation 
infrastructure, pedestrian and bikeway infrastructure, and other 
transportation infrastructure. Performance measures must include ones 
to assess specified transportation accessibility factors with respect to the 
general population as well as disadvantaged populations (low-income or 
minority populations and people with disabilities). MPOs must coordinate 
selection of multimodal transportation accessibility targets with relevant 
state and public transportation providers to ensure consistency with the 
performance measures established by DOT.

Referred to House T&I

H.R. 966 TIGER CUBS Act Rep. Larsen, Rick (D-
WA-2) 8 Cosponsors; 8 D, 0 R

Provides supplemental appropriations for FY2017 for the TIGER grant 
program. Provides $500 million available until September 2019. Requires 
that at least $100 million of this amount go to projects in cities with 
populations between 10,000 and 50,000. The minimum grant for these 
small cities will be $2 million and the federal share of costs may be over 
80%. 

Referred to House 
Budget; Appropriations

H.R. 988

To provide for a study by the 
Transportation Research Board of the 
National Academies on the impact of 
diverting certain freight rail traffic to 
avoid urban areas, and for other 
purposes

Rep. Ellison, Keith (D-
MN-5) 0 Cosponsors

Requires that within 3 months of the enactment of this act the Secretary 
of Transportation make arrangements with TRB for a study on the cost 
and impact of rerouting freight rail traffic containing hazardous materials 
to avoid transportation of such materials through urban areas. The Board 
shall share a report on the results of the study with Congress no later 
than 21 months after the date of enactment of the act. Authorizes 
$850,000 to carry this out.

Referred to House T&I



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 1028 Commute Less Act of 2017 Rep. Sires, Albio (D-NJ-
8) 0 Cosponsors

Defines employer-based commuter program and transportation 
management organization. Requires MPO transportation plans to include 
employer outreach activities and strategies. Clarifies that MPOs should 
include representatives of employers, embloyer-based commuter 
programs, and transportation management organizations as interested 
parties who should have a reasonable opportunity to comment on the 
transportation plan. Requires the MPO TIP to include projects identified 
in a relevant commuter trip reduction plan. Requires greater MPO 
coordination with employers, including the establishment of employer 
advisory councils that develop commuter trip reduction plans. Authorizes 
the Secretary to make a grant to a national non-profit organization 
engaged in efforts relating to employer-based commuter programs, or 
another entity  to establish an information clearinghouse, develop an 
education program, and provide technical assistance relating to 
employer-based commuter programs. Requires recipients of federal 
funds for a project with an estimated total cost of $75 million or more that 
will reduce traffic flow for more then 120 days to prepare a congestion 
mitigation plan for the duration of project construction. This plan shall be 
made avallable for reveiw at the request of the Secretary. Requires the 
Secretary to develop and implement a plan to expand and promote 
employer-based commuter programs and submit a report on the 
implementation and impact of the plan to Congress no later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment. Also requires the Secretary to submit a 
report to Congress within 1 year on recommendations for better 
integrating employer-based commuter programs into emergency 
planning, preparedness, and response activities.

Referred to House T&I

H.R. 1093

To require the Federal Railroad 
Administration and the Federal Transit 
Authority to provide appropriate 
Congressional notice of safety audits 
conducted with respect to railroads 
and rail transit agencies

Rep. Sires, Albio (D-NJ-
8) 2 Cosponsor; 2 D, 0 R

Requires the Federal Railroad Administration and Federal Transit 
Adminstration to notify the relevant congressional committees and 
congressional member 10 days after they have begun a safety audit of a 
railroad or rail transit agency. Further requires both agencies to provide a 
report 90 days after the audit is complete summarizing the audits results.

Referred to House T&I

H.R. 1144

To impose a tax on certain trading 
transactions to invest in our families 
and communities, improve our 
infrastructure and our environment, 
strengthen our financial security, 
expand opportunity and reduce market 
volatility

Rep. Ellison, Keith (D-
MN-5)

20 Cosponsors; 20 D, 0 
R

Imposes a .5%, .10% or .0005% tax on certain securities trades to, 
among five listed priorities, "(invest) in transportation including public 
mass transit and an infrastructure bank that promotes environmentally 
responsible domestic manufacturing and construction industries. Does 
not specify what exact amount, programs or types of public mass transit 
should be funded with the proceeds

Referred to House 
Ways & Means

H.R. 1266 Vision Zero Act of 2017 Rep. Blumenauer Earl 
(D-OR-3) 1 Cosponsor; 0 D, 1 R

This bill authorizes the Department of Transportation to award grants to a 
city, town, township, borough, county, parish, district, village, or other 
political subdivision of a state to develop a Vision Zero plan to eliminate 
transportation-related fatalities and serious injuries in its jurisdiction 
within a specified timeframe, not to exceed 20 years.

The Department may award grants to up to five entities serving such 
jurisdictions, with at least 25% of grant funds going to entities that serve 
a jurisdiction with a population of under 200,000. The federal share of 
projects costs shall not exceed 80%.

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R. 1305 American Community Survey Act Rep. Poe Ted (R-TX-2) 8 Cosponsors; 0 D, 8 R
This bill makes participation in the American Community Survey 
voluntary, except with respect to certain basic questions like name, 
address, date of response, and number of people living at an address.

Referred to House 
Committee on 
Oversight and 
Government Reform



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 1346

To repeal the rule issued by the 
Federal Highway Administration and 
the Federal Transit Administration 
entitled "Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Coordination and 
Planning Area Reform

Rep. Lapinski, Dan (D-
IL-3)

29 Cosponsors; 14 D, 15 
R

Repeals the rule issued by the Federal Highway Administration and the 
Federal Transit Administration entitled “Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Coordination and Planning Area Reform” (81 Fed. Reg. 
93448) on December 20, 2016

Reported out of the 
House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure by voice 
vote.

H.R. 1458
Raise And Index to Sustainably and 
Efficiently Invest in Transportation Act 
of 2017

Rep. Blumenauer Earl 
(D-OR-3)

23 Cosponsors; 23 D, 0 
R

The bill would raise federal gas and diesel taxes 15 cents over three 
years (2017-2019( and index the taxes thereafter to inflation

Referred to the House 
Committee on Ways 
and Means

H.R. 1501 Small Community Transit 
Improvement Act of 2017

Rep. Davis, Rodney (R-
IL-13) 5 Cosponsors; 3 D, 2 R Requires 3 percent of formula grants under Title 49 to go to urbanized 

areas with populations of less than 200,000

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R.1568
To enhance interstate commerce by 
creating a national hiring standard for 
motor carriers, and for other purposes.

Rep. Duncan Jr., John 
(R-TN-2) 5 Cosponsors; 0 D, 5 R

Sets national standards for shippers and third parties contracting or 
hiring trucking companies, requiring them to check a carrier’s federal 
safety rating, registration and insurance coverage before tendering 
freight

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R. 1571

To provide first responders with 
planning, training, and equipment 
capabilities for crude oil-by-rail and 
ethanol-by-rail derailment and incident 
response, and for other purposes

Rep. Herrera Butler, 
Jamie (R-WA-3) 1 Cosponsors; 1 D, 0 R

Requires the Director of FEMA when awarding federal fire prevention 
grants to "give high priority consideration to grants providing for planning, 
training, and equipment to firefighters for crude oil-by-rail and ethanol-by-
rail derailment and incident response."

Referred to the House 
Committee on Science, 
Space and Technology

H.R. 1623
To repeal the Advanced Technology 
Vehicles Manufacturing Incentive 
Program

Rep. Russell, Steve (R-
OK-5) 2 Cosponsors; 0 D, 2 R Repeals the Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing Incentive 

Program

Referred to the House 
Committee on Energy 
and Commerce

H.R. 1664 Investing in America: A Penny for 
Progress Act

Rep. Defazio, Peter (D-
OR-4)

23 Cosponsors; 22 D, 1 
R

Provides approximately $500 billion in infrastructure investment to 
improve the conditions of our Nation’s highways, bridges, and public 
transit systems, address the current state-of-good-repair backlog, and 
meet future highway and transit needs through fiscal year (FY) 2030. To 
finance the additional investment, the bill authorizes the U.S. Department 
of Treasury to issue 30-year Invest in America Bonds annually, through 
2030. Each bond will be repaid at the end of its 30-year term, using 
revenues from indexing the gasoline and diesel user fee beginning in 
2017.

Referred to the House 
Ways and Means 
Committee and the 
House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 1669 Partnership to Build America Act of 
2017

Rep. Delaney, John (D-
MD-6)

23 Cosponsors; 20 D, 3 
R

The Partnership to Build America Act creates the American Infrastructure 
Fund (AIF) to provide financing to state and local governments for new 
infrastructure.
Transportation, energy, communications, water and education projects 
are eligible to receive AIF financing. Local governments would apply 
directly to the AIF for support.
To encourage public-private partnerships 35% of AIF supported projects 
must have at least 10% of their financing be private debt or equity.
The AIF will be capitalized by $50 billion in infrastructure bond sales and 
leveraged at a 15:1 ratio to provide up to $750 billion in loans or 
guarantees.                                                                                                                        
Rather than using appropriated funds out of the federal budget to 
establish the American Infrastructure Fund, the Partnership to Build 
America Act uses a bond sale.
AIF bonds would have a 50-year term, pay a 1% fixed rate return and 
would not be guaranteed by the U.S. government. These bonds are not 
intended to be a good investment on their own and are transferable after 
purchase.
To incentivize companies to purchase these bonds, U.S. companies 
would be allowed to repatriate a certain amount of their overseas 
earnings tax free for every $1.00 they invest in the bonds. This multiplier 
will be set by a “reverse Dutch auction” – which allows the market to set 
the rate, ensuring that enough funds are raised.

Referred to the House 
Ways and Means 
Committee and the 
House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure

H.R. 1670 Infrastructure 2.0 Act Rep. Delaney, John (D-
MD-6)

20 Cosponsors; 18 D, 2 
R

Under the Infrastructure 2.0 Act, existing overseas profits accumulated 
by U.S. multi-national corporations would be subject to a mandatory, 
one-time 8.75% tax, replacing deferral option and current rate of 35%.
$120 billion to the Highway Trust Fund, enough to meet funding gap at 
increased levels for six years.
$50 billion to capitalize the American Infrastructure Fund (AIF)
$25 million pilot program to create regional infrastructure accelerators, 
similar to the West Coast Infrastructure Exchange
The legislation also establishes a bipartisan and bicameral commission 
that is tasked with developing a solution for permanent solvency of the 
Highway Trust Fund.                                                                                                         
The Infrastructure 2.0 Act creates an eighteen-month deadline for 
international tax reform

Referred to the House 
Ways and Means 
Committee, the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the 
House Committee on 
Rules

H.R. 1675 National Landslide Preparedness Act Rep. DelBene, 
Suzanne (D-WA-1) 8 Cosponsors; 8 D, 0 R

The legislation would establish a National Landslide Hazards Reduction 
Program through the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to better identify 
and understand landslide risks, protect communities, save lives and 
property, and help improve emergency preparedness.

In addition, the bill would also direct the USGS to implement a 3D 
Elevation Program to update and coordinate the collection of elevation 
data across the country, using enhanced, high-resolution data. Enhanced 
elevation data are critical for numerous reasons—to help communities 
plan for and respond to natural hazards; to update the nation’s 
topographical maps; and to inform a myriad of uses including public 
safety, national security, planning, infrastructure, transportation, 
agriculture and natural resource management.

Referred to the House 
Committee on Space, 
Sciene and 
Technology



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 1691 Earthquake Mitigation Incentive and 
Tax Parity Act of 2017

Rep. Thompson, Mike 
(D-CA-5) 3 Cosponsors; 2 D, 1 R

This bill amends the Internal Revenue Code to exclude from gross 
income any amount received as a qualified earthquake mitigation 
payment. A qualified earthquake mitigation payment is any amount 
received by a residential property owner or occupant under an 
earthquake loss mitigation program established by a state (including an 
agency, instrumentality, or political subdivision of the state) or by a state 
with a tax-exempt organization or public instrumentality of the state.

Referred to the House 
Ways and Means 
Committee

H.R. 1747 Brownfields Authorization Increase Act 
of 2017

Rep. Pallone, Frank (D-
NJ-6) 1 Cosponsor; 1 D, 0 R

Reauthorizes the EPA Brownfields program. The Brownfields 
Authorization Increase Act includes increased funding levels and more 
flexibility in what organizations are eligible for the funds.  The bill 
increases overall EPA funding for brownfields grants, beginning with 
$350 million in 2018 and increasing by $50 million annually to a total of 
$600 million in 2023 and beyond.

Referred to the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee and the 
House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure

H.R. 1758 Brownfields Reauthorization Act of 
2017

Rep. Esty, Elizabeth (D-
CT-5) 3 Cosponsors; 2 D, 1 R

The Brownfields Reauthorization Act of 2017 reauthorizs the program’s 
grant authority at $250 million annually through 2022. The bill expands 
eligibility for brownfields grants to certain nonprofits and community 
development groups, including governments that acquired brownfields 
prior to the program’s creation in 2002. It also authorizes new multi-
purpose grants to streamline the process and create greater certainty of 
long-term financing for multifaceted projects.

Referred to the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee and the 
House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure

H.R. 1859

To amend the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 
to designate a portion of United States 
Route 15 in Pennsylvania as part of 
the Interstate System, and for other 
purposes.

Rep. Marino, Tom (R-
PA-10) 0 Cosponsors

Includes United States Route 15 in Pennsylvania from its intersection 
with Interstate Route 180 to the New York border as a high priority 
corridor on the National Highway System. 

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R. 1952 Better DRIVE Act Rep. O'Rourke, Beto 
(D-TX-15) 9 Cosponsors; 6 D, 3 R

Repeals an existing law reducing highway funding for states if they did 
not automatically suspend drivers licenses of anyone convicted of a drug 
offense

Referred to the House 
Ways and Means 
Committee, the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the 
House Committee on 
Budget

H.R. 2029 SIGN Act Rep. Johnson, Sam (R-
TX-3)

23 Cosponsors; 4 D, 19 
R

Requries that not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration shall issue 
a final rule that approves the use of Clearview font on positive contrast 
legends on guide signs. Such rule shall also be reflected in the Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R. 2129 Climate Change Adapt America Fund 
Act of 2017

Rep. Deutch, Ted (D-
FL-22) 0 Cosponsors

Establishes the Climate Change Advisory Commission to develop 
recommendations, frameworks, and guidelines for projects to respond to 
the impacts of climate change. Estabishes a "Adapt America Fund" to 
fund climate change adaption infrastructure projects, including 
transportation infrastructure and authorizes appropriations of $200 million 
annually for the fund.

Referred to the House 
Energy and 
Commerce, 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure and 
Ways and Means 
Committees

H.R. 2160 Best to Use Safety Belts Act of 2017 Rep. Crist, Charlie (D-
FL-13) 0 Cosponsors

Bans the sale of schoolbuses that are not equipped with a seat belt that 
includes both lap and shoulder belts for each intended passenger. 
Requires the Secretary of Transportation to establish a program to 
provide school buses with seat belts and other safety features and 
authorizes $3 millon dollars for the program

Referred to the House 
Energy and 
Commerce, 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure and 
Education and 
Workforce Committees



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 2223 Community Protection and 
Preparedness Act of 2017

Rep. Defazio, Peter (D-
OR-4) 5 Cosponsors; 4 D, 1 R

Establishes a rail spill preparedness fund and funds the rail spill fund by 
placing a $1,500 tax on DOT-111 railcars that do not meet the DOT-117 
rail car safety standards and allows the funds to be used for "the 
payment of removal and remediation costs and other costs, expenses, 
claims, and damages related to an accident or incident involving the 
transportation of Class 3 flammable liquids by rail."

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R. 2241 Commuter Access Reform Act Rep. Holding, George 
(R-NC-2)

1 Cosponsors; Patrick 
Meehan (R-PA-7)

Treats qualified alternative commuter programs as an excludable 
qualified transportation fringe benefit for tax purposes. Defines 
alternative commuter program as transportation in a commuter vehicle 
provided by a transportation network company if such transportation—“(I) 
is designed to provide prearranged rides to passengers who consent to 
share the ride in whole or in part, and “(II) such transportation is between 
the employee’s residence, place of employment, or a mass transit facility, 
including any portion of the distance between an employee’s residence, 
place of employment, or mass transit

Referred to the House 
Committee on Ways 
and Means

H.R. 2253 Clean Vehicles Incentive Act of 2017 Rep. Serrano, Jose (D-
NY-15) 0 Cosponsors

Provides a business credit relating to the use of clean-fuel and fuel 
efficient vehicles by businesses within areas designated as 
nonattainment areas under the Clean Air Act. The clean-fuel property 
credit is the sum of “(A) qualified vehicle property costs, plus “(B) 
qualified refueling property costs. Defines "qualified vehicle property 
costs" as the amount paid or incurred by the eligible business for 
qualified clean-fuel vehicle property which is placed in service during the 
taxable year by the eligible business and substantially all of the use of 
which is in a nonattainment area. Limits the cost of the credit to “(i) 
$8,000, in the case of a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating 
of not more than 8,500 pounds, “(ii) $20,000, in the case of a motor 
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 8,500 pounds but 
not more than 14,000 pounds,“(iii) $40,000, in the case of a motor 
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 14,000 pounds 
but not more than 26,000 pounds, and “(iv) $80,000, in the case of a 
motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 26,000 
pounds.

Referred to the House 
Committee on Ways 
and Means

H.R. 2329 Nation Building Here at Home Act of 
2017

Rep. Higgins, Brian (D-
NY-26) 0 Cosponsors

Directs the Secretary of Transportation to establish a transformational 
infrastructure competitive grant program. Allows the following entities to 
apply for a grant (1) A State government, (2) A local government. 3) A 
transit agency and (4) A port authority. Eligible projects must significantly 
impact a metropolitan area, a region, or all of the United States as 
determined by the Secretary. Eligible projects include 1) a highway or 
bridge project eligible under title 23, United States Code, including 
interstate rehabilitation, improvements to the rural collector road system, 
the reconstruction of overpasses and interchanges, bridge replacements, 
bridge painting, seismic retrofit projects for bridges, and road 
realignments; 2) a public transportation project eligible under chapter 53 
of title 49, United States Code, including investment in a project 
participating in the New Starts or Small Starts programs that will expedite 
the completion of that project and its entry into revenue service; 3) a 
passenger or freight rail transportation project; 4) a port infrastructure 
investment, including a project that connects ports to other modes of 
transportation and improves the efficiency of freight movement; 5) an 
aviation infrastructure project; 6) a water infrastructure project.

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 2347 Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Act 
of 2017

Rep. Torres, Norma (D-
CA-35) 2 Cosponsors; 2 D, 0 R

Directs the Secretary of the Treasury to establish a regional 
infrastructure accelerator (RIA) program to facilitate investments in and 
the financing of certain infrastructure projects. Lays out requirements for 
composition of regional accelerators, approval of RIA investment plants 
and eligible projects for investment. Authorizes $11-13 million annual for 
regional accelerator grants. 

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

H.R. 2348 American Infrastructure Opportunity 
Bonds Act

Rep. Torres, Norma (D-
CA-35) 0 Cosponsors

Requires the Secretary of the Treasury to issue American Infrastructure 
Opportunity Bonds when the real rate equals zero percent or less and 
deposit the proceeds from such bonds into the Highway Trust Fund and 
the Mass Transit Fund. The bonds shall equal a face value of $20 billion 

Referred to the House 
Committee on Ways 
and Means.

H.R. 2381 Autocycle Safety Act Rep. Moolenaar, John 
(R-MI-4) 3 Cosponsors; 1 D, 2 R

Prescribes safety standards for autocycles and related equipment. 
Defines autocycle’ as a motorcycle with 3 wheels in contact with the 
ground, front-wheel drive, a fully enclosed occupant compartment, and a 
steering wheel

Referred to the House 
Committee on Energy 
and Commerce

H.R. 2391 Highway Restoration Act of 2017 Rep. Sanford, Mark (R-
SC-1) 2 Cosponsors; 2 R

This bill amends the Internal Revenue Code to provide for a phaseout of 
the Mass Transit Account by the end of FY2021. Beginning in FY2022, 
no funds would be transferred to the account from the Highway Trust 
Fund

Referred to the House 
Committee on Ways 
and Means.

H.R. 2460
To amend chapter 301 of title 49, 
United States Code, to improve 
access to motor vehicle information, 
and for other purposes

Rep. Kinzinger, Adam 
(R-IL-16) 2 Cosponsors; 2 R

The Secretary of Transportation may require that each manufacturer of a 
motor vehicle provide the following information, with regard to a specific 
vehicle identification number:

“(1) Each original equipment manufacturer (OEM) part name included 
within such vehicle, a description of each such part, each part number 
(including any superceded and successor OEM part number), any other 
part identification number (such as a serial number) and distinguishing 
marking of each such part, and the software of each such part (if 
applicable).                                                                                                                                                                      
Each manufacturer of a motor vehicle shall provide access to the 
information described under subsection (a), in a standardized format, 
through a website to the owner of the motor vehicle and any potential 
purchaser of the motor vehicle (and to any designated agent of any such 
owner or potential purchaser). The website shall also be searchable 
electronically with batch access to the information described under 
subsection (a), in a standardized format

Referred to the House 
Committee on Energy 
and Commerce

H.R. 2462 Strengthen And Fortify Existing 
Bridges Act of 2017

Rep. Langevin, James 
(D-RI-2) 0 Cosponsors

Requires the Secretary of Transportation to establish a program to assist 
States to rehabilitate or replace structurally deficient bridges. Authorizes 
$2.75 billion per year through 2020 for the program

Referred to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure.



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 2479
The Leading Infrastructure For 
Tomorrow’s America (LIFT America) 
Act

Rep. Pallone, Frank (D-
NJ-6)

22 Cosponsors; 22 D, 0 
R

The LIFT America Act includes investments in several key infrastructure 
areas including:

·         $40 billion for the deployment of secure and resilient broadband to 
expand access for communities nationwide while promoting security by 
design;

·         $22.56 billion for drinking water infrastructure to protect public 
health and create jobs, including increased investment in drinking water 
State Revolving Funds and additional funding to replace lead service 
lines, address lead in school drinking water, and prepare for the impacts 
of climate change;

·         Over $17 billion for energy infrastructure, including $4 billion for 
modern, secure, efficient, and resilient electric grid infrastructure, $9 
billion for resilient and renewable energy supply including methane 
pipeline replacement, and more than $4 billion for energy efficiency 
efforts and smart communities;

·         More than $3 billion for healthcare infrastructure, to revive the 
successful Hill-Burton hospital infrastructure program, fund medical 
facilities in Indian Country, support state labs on the frontlines of fighting 
Zika and other infectious diseases, and expand community based health 
care facilities;

·         $2.7 billion for Brownfields redevelopment to revitalize 
communities and create jobs by returning valuable land to productive 
use;

Referred to the House 
Committees on Energy 
and Commerce; 
Science, Space, and 
Technology; 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure; Ways 
and Means; and 
Natural Resources

H.R. 2529
The National Interchange/Intersection 
Safety Construction Program (NIISCP) 
Act

Rep. Emmer, Tom (R-
MN-6) 0 Cosponsors

The National Interchange/Intersection Safety Construction Program Act 
(NIISCP)
would establish a national program which will prioritize a portion of 
federal
highway funds for interchange and intersection development every year 
and allow
projects to compete for those funds on a project-by-project basis. Any 
current or
proposed interchange or intersection project on the federal highway 
system would
be eligible to apply for this funding, and projects must be supported by 
local
entities, such as states, cities or counties. Projects also must be selected 
on a
competitive basis.
NIISCP dedicates $250 million/year in existing funding to these 
transportation
improvements. No state shall receive more than 5% or less than 1% of 
the authorized funding in
any one federal fiscal year. 

Referred to House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure

H.R. 2559 Bike to Work Act Rep. Crowley, Joseph 
(D-NY-14)

1 Cosponsor; Erik 
Paulson (R-MN-3)

The bill would amend the Internal Revenue Code to allow workers to use 
their pre-tax commuter benefits for bike share programs

Referred to the House 
Committee on Ways 
and Means



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 21
Regulations from the 
Executive in Need of 
Scrutiny (REINS) Act 
of 2017

Sen. Paul, Rand 
(R-KY)

35 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 35 R

Requires a joint resolution of approval to be enacted by Congress within 70 session 
days or legislative days after an agency proposing a major rule submits its report on 
such rule to Congress in order for the rule to take effect. Defines a "major rule" as any 
rule that the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs of the Office of Management 
and Budget finds results in: (1) an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or 
more; (2) a major increase in costs or prices for consumers, individual industries, 
government agencies, or geographic regions; or (3) significant adverse effects on 
competition, employment, investment, productivity, innovation, or the ability of U.S.-
based enterprises to compete with foreign-based enterprises.

Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs ordered 
bill favorably on 
May 17th 

S. 34 Midnight Rules Relief 
Act of 2017

Sen. Johnson, 
Ron (R-WI)

5 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 5 R

Amends the Congressional Review Act to allow Congress to consider a joint resolution 
to disapprove multiple regulations that federal agencies have submitted for 
congressional review within the last 60 legislative days of a session of Congress during 
the final year of a President's term. Congress may disapprove a group of such 
regulations together (i.e., "en bloc") instead of the current procedure of considering only 
one regulation at a time.

Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs ordered 
bill favorably on 
May 17th 

S. 56 Red Tape Act of 2017 Sen. Sullivan, 
Dan (R-AK)

17 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 17 R

Requires each agency to repeal or amend 2 or more rules before issuing or amending a 
rule

Referred to the 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 78
Modernizing 
Government Travel 
Act

Sen. Lee, Mike 
(R-UT)

5 Cosponsors; 2 
D, 3 R

Allows Federal employees to be reimbursed for using services provided by 
transportation network companies (TNCs) for official business. Sets forth definition of 
transportation network companies. 

Referred to the 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 88

A bill to ensure 
appropriate spectrum 
planning and 
interagency 
coordination to 
support the Internet of 
Things

Sen. Fischer, Deb 
(R-NE)

3 Cosponsors; 2 
D, 1 R

Creates a public/private working group to study and advise Congress on IoT policy 
issues.

Ordered reported 
favorably by the 
Senate 
Commerce, 
Science, and 
Technology on 
1/24

S. 181

A bill to ensure that 
certain Federal public 
works and 
infrastructure projects 
use materials 
produced in the 
United States, and for 
other purposes

Sen. Brown, 
Sherrod (D-OH)

1 Cosponsor; 
Sen. Portman, 
Rob (R-OH)

Applies Buy America rules to all taxpayer-funded infrastructure and public works 
projects

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 195 TIRE Act Sen. Flake, Jeff 
(R-AZ) 0 Cosponsors

Repeals the prevailing rate of wage requirement for construction work on highway 
projects, including the requirement to consult with the Secretary of Labor to determine 
minimum wages to be paid to laborers. Applies to projects that start on or after the date 
of enactment of the act.

Referred to 
Senate 
Environment and 
Public Works 
Committee



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 263
Ozone Standards 
Implementation Act of 
2017

Sen. Capito, 
Shelley Moore 
(R-WV)

5 Cosponsors; 1 
D, 4 R

Delays implementation of the ozone NAAQS that were published in 2015, extending (1) 
the deadline for states to submit designations to implement the 2015 ozone NAAQS to 
October 26, 2024, (2) the deadline for the EPA to designate state areas as attainment, 
nonattainment, or unclassifiable areas to October 26, 2025. States must submit a SIP 
by October 26, 2026. The bill also increases the review cycle for criteria pollutant 
NAAQS from a 5-year review to a 10-year review cycle. Requires EPA to consult with 
its scientific advisory committee before revising NAAQS.

Referred to 
Senate 
Environment and 
Public Works 
Committee

S. 271 Build USA 
Infrastructure Act

Sen. Fischer, Deb 
(R-NE) 0 Cosponsors

During the 5-year period beginning October 1, 2020 the first $21.4 billion in revenues 
collected by US Customs and Border Protection during each fiscal year shall be 
deposited into the Highway Trust Fund. Allows a state to enter into a remittance 
agreement with FHWA for a period of 3 years or longer, under which the state agrees to 
use the funds recieved from FHWA to carry out a core infrastructure project. Authorizes 
the Administrator to issue regulations to carry this out.

Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 407

A bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to 
permanently extend 
the railroad track 
maintenance credit.

Sen. Crapo, Mike 
(R-ID)

42 Cosponsors; 
25 D, 17 R

Amends the Internal Revenue Code to make permanent the tax credit for railroad track 
maintenance (tax credit currently expired on January 1st 2017) and backdates the credit 
to apply the credit to all expenses incurred after December 31st 2016

Referred to 
Senate Finance 
Committee

S. 452  ORDEAL Act of 2017 Sen. Flake, Jeff 
(R-AZ)

4 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 4 R

This bill does two things. First, it delays the enforcement and implementation of the final 
rule entitled ‘National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Ozone’ (80 Fed. Reg. 65292 
(October 26, 2015)) until January 1, 2025. Second, it changes the timeframe for review 
of Ozone standards from every five years to every 10 years. 

Read twice and 
referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 453
Agency PAYGO for 
Greenhouse Gases 
Act

Sen. Flake, Jeff 
(R-AZ)

2 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 2 R

Requires the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to include in any 
proposed rule that limits greenhouse gas emissions and imposes increased costs on 
other Federal agencies an offset from funds available to the Administrator for all 
projected increased costs that the proposed rule would impose on other Federal 
agencies.

Referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 454
Commonsense 
Legislative 
Exceptional Events 
Reforms Act of 2017

Sen. Flake, Jeff 
(R-AZ)

2 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 2 R

This bill amends the Clean Air Act to revise the requirements for regulations that govern 
the review and handling of air quality monitoring data influenced by exceptional events. 
The Environmental Protection Agency may exclude monitored exceedances of the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards from consideration when designating an area as 
nonattainment, redesignating an area as nonattainment, or reclassifying an existing 
nonattainment area to a higher classification if a state demonstrates that an exceptional 
event caused the exceedances.

The bill requires that the criteria used to determine if an exceptional event was 
demonstrated must be specific in order to minimize the discretion of the EPA in 
approving or disapproving the demonstration. The EPA must make a determination 
within 90 days after the submission of a petition by a state of an exceptional event 
demonstration. The demonstration is approved if the EPA does not make a 
determination by that deadline.

Referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 468 Historic Routes 
Preservation Act

Sen. Flake, Jeff 
(R-AZ)

3 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 3 R

This bill seeks to more efficiently resolve right of way disputes by allowing any state, 
county, political subdivision or agency of a state, company, or other person that asserts 
public acceptance of a right-of-way granted for the construction of highways over public 
lands to file a claim within a 25-year period. The bill sets forth a procedure for 
conclusively verifying, proving, and establishing the acceptance of such rights-of-way.

Referred to 
Senate Energy 
and Natural 
Resources 
Committee

S. 496

A bill to repeal the 
rule issued by the 
Federal Highway 
Administration and 
the Federal Transit 
Administration entitled 
"Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
Coordination and 
Planning Area Reform

Sen. Duckworth 
Tammy (D-IL)

3 Cosponsors; 1 
D, 2 R

Repeals the rule issued by the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit 
Administration entitled “Metropolitan Planning Organization Coordination and Planning 
Area Reform” (81 Fed. Reg. 93448) on December 20, 2016

Became Public 
Law 115-33 on 
May 12th

S. 531

A bill to amend the 
Intermodal Surface 
Transportation 
Efficiency Act of 1991 
to designate a portion 
of the Edward T. 
Breathitt Parkway as 
Interstate Route I-
169.

Sen. Paul, Rand 
(R-KY) 0 Cosponsors Amends the High Priority Corridor Program to add a portion of the Edward T. Breathitt 

(Pennyrile) Parkway and designates that portion as I-169

Referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 604
Highway Rights-of-
Way Permitting 
Efficiency Act of 2017

Sen. Hatch, Orrin 
(R-UT)

4 Cosponsors; 0 
D, 4 R

This bill requires the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior to jointly establish a program 
under which any State may offer, and the Secretaries shall agree, to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with the Secretaries concerned to allow for the 
permitting of broadband within an operational right-of-way. Sets forth requirements for 
the memorandum of understanding. Additionally the bill requires the two Secretaries to 
not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of the Act, designate any project 
within an existing operational right-of-way as an action categorically excluded from the 
requirements relating to environmental assessments or environmental impact 
statements under certain sections of the U.S. Code (1508.4 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations, and section 771.117(c) of title 23, Code of Federal Regulations). 

Referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 634 REG Act Sen. Gardner, 
Cory (R-CO)

1 Cosponsor; 
Sen. Mike Lee 
(R-UT)

This bill requires Congress, within 60 days after the debt limit is increased or 
suspended, to enact legislation eliminating rules that results in a reduction of the direct 
cost of federal regulation during a specified 10-fiscal-year period by at least 15% of the 
amount of such increase.

If the debt limit is increased or suspended, each agency shall submit to the Senate, the 
House of Representatives, and the Government Accountability Office (GAO) a report 
identifying each major rule of the agency. The GAO shall subsequently submit a report 
evaluating whether agencies appropriately identified major rules.

A "major rule" is defined as a rule that has or is likely to result in: (1) an annual effect on 
the economy of $100 million or more; (2) a major increase in costs or prices for 
consumers, individual industries, government agencies, or geographic regions; or (3) 
significant adverse effects on competition, employment, investment, productivity, or 
innovation or on the ability of U.S.-based enterprises to compete with foreign-based 
enterprises in domestic and export markets.

Referred to the 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 645
Measuring the 
Economic Impact of 
Broadband Act of 
2017

Sen. Klobuchar, 
Amy (D-MN)

6 Cosponsors; 2 
D, 3 R, 1 I

Requires the Secretary of Commerce to conduct an assessment and analysis of the 
effects of broadband deployment and adoption on the economy of the United States

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Commerce, 
Science and 
Transportation

S. 680
SPY Car Act of 2017 Sen. Markey, 

Edward (D-MA)

1 Cosponsor; 
Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal (D-
CT)

This bill directs the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to conduct 
a rulemaking to issue motor vehicle cybersecurity regulations that require motor 
vehicles manufactured for sale in the United States to protect against unauthorized 
access to: (1) electronic controls or driving data, including information about the 
vehicle's location, speed, owner, driver, or passengers; or (2) driving data collected by 
electronic systems built into a vehicle while that data is stored onboard the vehicle, in 
transit from the vehicle to another location, or subsequently stored or used off-board the 
vehicle. The regulations must require vehicles with accessible data or control signals to 
be capable of detecting, reporting, and stopping attempts to intercept such driving data 
or control the vehicle.

NHTSA must also conduct a rulemaking to require the fuel economy labeling that 
manufacturers attach to motor vehicles to display a "cyber dashboard" with a 
standardized graphic to inform consumers about the extent to which the vehicle protects 
individuals' cybersecurity and privacy beyond the minimum requirements.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Commerce, 
Science and 
Transportation

S. 698 National Landslide 
Preparedness Act

Sen. Cantwell, 
Maria (D-WA)

3 Cosponsor; 2 
D, 1 R

The legislation would establish a National Landslide Hazards Reduction Program 
through the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to better identify and understand landslide 
risks, protect communities, save lives and property, and help improve emergency 
preparedness.

In addition, the bill would also direct the USGS to implement a 3D Elevation Program to 
update and coordinate the collection of elevation data across the country, using 
enhanced, high-resolution data. Enhanced elevation data are critical for numerous 
reasons—to help communities plan for and respond to natural hazards; to update the 
nation’s topographical maps; and to inform a myriad of uses including public safety, 
national security, planning, infrastructure, transportation, agriculture and natural 
resource management."

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Commerce, 
Science and 
Transportation

S. 735
State, Tribal, and 
Local Species 
Transparency and 
Recovery Act

Sen. Enzi, 
Michael (R-WY)

3 Cosponsor; 0 
D, 3 R

This bill amends the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to require the Department of the 
Interior or the Department of Commerce, as appropriate, to provide to affected states all 
data that is used as the basis of a determination on whether a species is an 
endangered species or a threatened species before making a determination.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 763
Surface and Maritime 
Transportation 
Security Act

Sen. Thune, John 
(R-SD)

7 Cosponsor; 4 
D, 3 R

1) Authorizes the use of computerized vetting systems for passenger rail at the request 
of Amtrak police and the Amtrak Board of Directors.
2) Allows grant funding to be used to enhance passenger manifest data so that rail 
passengers can be identified in case of emergency.             3) Mirroring the advisory 
committee for aviation established by the Aviation Security Stakeholder Participation 
Act of 2014, establishes a Surface Transportation Advisory Committee to provide 
stakeholders and the public with the opportunity to coordinate with the agency and 
comment on policy and pending regulations. 
4) Requires that TSA budget submissions clearly indicate which resources will be used 
for surface transportation security and which will be dedicated to aviation.
5) Directs TSA to regularly update Congress on the status of surface transportation 
rulemakings.                                                              6)Requires the TSA administrator to 
conduct a risk analysis and implement a risk-based security model for surface 
transportation facilities.
7) Mandates risk-based budgeting for surface transportation security focusing resources 
on current threats with annual reviews of program effectiveness.

Reported 
favorably by the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Commerce. 
Science and 
Transportation on 
April 4th 2017

S. 822

Brownfields 
Utilization, 
Investment, and Local 
Development Act of 
2017

Sen. Inhofe, 
James (R-OK)

4 Cosponsors; 2 
D. 2 R

1) Authorizes up to $7,500 in technical assistance grants to eligible entities in small 
communities, Indian tribes, rural areas, and disadvantaged areas.
2) Expands the eligibility for Brownfields grants for nonprofit organizations to include 
certain nonprofit organizations, limited liability corporations, limited partnerships, and 
community development entities.
3) Increases the funding limit for remediation grants to $500,000 for each site, with 
some exceptions for higher funding, and authorizes multi-purpose grants up to 
$950,000, which provide greater certainty for long-term project financing. 
4) Allows certain government entities that do not qualify as a bona fide prospective 
purchaser to be eligible to receive grants so long as the government entity did not 
cause or contribute to a release or threatened release of a hazardous substance at the 
property.
5) Allows eligible entities to use up to 8 percent of their Brownfields grant funding for 
administrative costs.
6) Directs EPA in providing grants to give consideration to brownfield sites located 
adjacent to federally designated floodplains.
7) Requires EPA to establish a program to provide grants of up to $500,000 to eligible 
entities and to capitalize a revolving loan fund to locate clean energy projects at 
Brownfields sites.
8) Reauthorizes the Brownfield program at the same authorized funding level ($250 
million per year) through fiscal year 2018.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 846 SAFE Bridges Act of 
2017

Sen. Shaheen, 
Jeanne

4 Cosponsors; 4 
D, 0 R

This bill directs the Department of Transportation to establish a program to assist states 
to rehabilitate or replace bridges found to be structurally deficient, functionally obsolete, 
or fracture critical.

States shall use apportioned program funds for projects to rehabilitate and replace such 
bridges.

The federal share of project costs is 100%.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works
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S. 908 Make It In America 
Act

Sen. Stabenow, 
Debbie (D-MI)

2 Cosponsors; 2 
D, 0 R

The Make It In America Act would make it harder to use Buy American waivers and 
require agencies to submit an annual report to Congress on the amount of taxpayer 
dollars spent on foreign made goods. 

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs

S. 922
Climate Change 
Adapt America Fund 
Act of 2017

Sen. Durbin, Dick 
(D-IL) 0 Cosponsors

Establishes the Climate Change Advisory Commission to develop recommendations, 
frameworks, and guidelines for projects to respond to the impacts of climate change. 
Estabishes a "Adapt America Fund" to fund climate change adaption infrastructure 
projects, including transportation infrastructure and authorizes appropriations of $200 
million annually for the fund.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Finance

S. 935
Endangered Species 
Management Self-
Determination Act

Sen. Paul, Rand 
(R-KY)

1 Cosponsor; 0 
D, 1 R

Amends the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) to require the consent of the 
governor of a state in which a species is present for: (1) a determination of endangered 
or threatened species status by regulation, and (2) listing of the species as endangered 
or threatened by the Department of the Interior upon a determination by the Department 
of Commerce.

Eliminates a rulemaking procedure involving the petitioning by an interested person for 
adding a species to, or removing a species from, the lists of endangered and threatened 
species.                                                                                                                                                                       
Establishes a process for exclusive state regulation of endangered or threatened 
species determined by a state governor to be present only within that state. Precludes 
judicial review of any such action. Subjects the following to the process of intrastate 
regulation: (1) issuance of species conservation regulations, (2) recovery plan 
implementation, (3) species recovery monitoring, and (4) establishment of agency 
guidelines.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 951
Regulatory 
Accountability Act of 
2017

Sen. Portman, 
Rob (R-OH)

4 Cosponsor; 2 
D, 2 R

This bill amends the Administrative Procedure Act to revise requirements for federal 
agency rulemaking by requiring agencies, in making a rule, to consider: (1) the legal 
authority under which a rule may be proposed, including whether rulemaking is required 
by statute or is within the discretion of the agency; (2) the nature and significance of the 
problem the agency intends to address with a rule; (3) whether existing federal laws or 
rules have created or contributed to the problem; (4) reasonable alternatives for a new 
rule; and (5) for any major rule or high-impact rule (generally defined as rules having an 
annual cost to the economy of $100 million or $1 billion or more, respectively), the 
potential costs and benefits associated with potential alternative rules.

The bill expands agency requirements for allowing opportunities for public comment and 
sets forth requirements for providing public hearings for high-impact and major rules 
and for petitioning for the issuance, amendment, or repeal of a rule. An agency must, in 
a rulemaking for a major rule or high-impact rule, adopt the least costly rule considered 
during the rulemaking that meets relevant statutory objectives.

The bill revises the scope of judicial review to prohibit review of a determination of 
whether a rule is a major rule and to establish a substantial evidence standard for 
affirming agency rulemaking decisions.

Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs ordered 
bill favorably on 
May 17th 



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 971 Real EPA Impact 
Reviews Act

Sen. Thune, John 
(R-SD) 0 Cosponsors

This bill requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), when promulgating any 
rule the cost of which is projected to be greater than $1 million, to include in each of the 
regulatory impact analyses for the proposed and final rule at least one analysis that 
does not include: (1) any other proposed rule; or (2) any other rule that has been 
finalized by the EPA, but that has not been implemented.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 1065

A bill to designate 
Union Station in 
Washington, DC, as 
"Harry S. Truman 
Union Station

Sen. McCaskill, 
Claire (D-MO)

1 Cosponsor; 
Sen. Roy Blunt 
(R-MO)

Designates Union Station in Washington D.C. as the "Harry S. Truman" Union Station

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works

S. 1104 Rural Wireless 
Access Act of 2017

Sen. Machin, Joe 
(D-WV)

6 Cosponsors; 3 
D, 3 R

Direct the FCC to establish a methodology to:
1) Ensure that wireless coverage data is collected in a consistent and robust way
2) Improve the validity and reliability of wireless coverage data
3) Increase the efficiency of wireless coverage data collection

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Commerce, 
Science and 
Transportation

S. 1140
Sunset the CRA and 
Restore American 
Protections Act of 
2017

Sen. Booker, 
Cory (D-NJ)

1 Cosponsor; 
Sen. Tim Kaine 
(D-VA)

Repeals the Congressional Review Act

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Governmental 
Affairs

S. 1168

Building and 
Renewing 
Infrastructure for 
Development and 
Growth in 
Employment 
(BRIDGE) Act

Sen. Warner, 
Mark (D-VA)

8 Cosponsors; 4 
D, 4 R

The BRIDGE Act would establish an independent, nonpartisan financing authority to 
complement existing U.S. infrastructure funding. The authority would provide loans and 
loan guarantees to help states and localities fund the most economically viable road, 
bridge, rail, port, water, sewer, and other significant infrastructure projects.  The 
authority would receive initial seed funding of up to $10 billion. Projects must be at least 
$50 million, or $10 million in rural areas, and be of national or regional significance to 
qualify. Geographic, infrastructure sector, and size considerations would be taken into 
account.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Finance
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