
 
 Item #15-1-9 

Strategic Planning Committee Act ion 
 
January 14, 2015 
 
State Advocacy Update 
 
Issue:  What policy objectives should SACOG pursue at the state level in 2015? 
 
Recommendation:  Staff is not proposing changes to the State Advocacy Principles at this time, but the Strategic 
Planning Committee may wish to make modifications. 
 
Discussion: On January 5, Governor Brown delivered his inaugural address. Two sections are of direct relevance to 
SACOG: transportation funding and climate change goals. Governor Brown cited the $59 billion backlog in 
transportation maintenance, and called on Republicans and Democrats to come together to pay for this need. On climate, 
the Governor called for meeting three goals within the next 15 years: 1) increase from 1/3 to 1/2 the electricity derived 
from renewable sources; 2) reduce petroleum use in cars by up to ½; and 3) double the efficiency of existing buildings 
and make heating fuels cleaner.  
 
The Governor will release his proposed budget on January 9, and staff will analyze its contents for these and other areas 
of relevance to SACOG’s programs.  
 
The attached State Advocacy Principles are unchanged from 2014, as there was little focus on areas where SACOG was 
focused beyond water. The principles are organized under broad principles, and further divided into specific policy goals, 
and then strategies for achieving each goal. Staff is interested in any input from the Strategic Planning Committee on 
additions, deletions, or refinements.  
 
For 2015, key legislative issues of interest to SACOG include new revenues for transportation, implementation of cap-
and-trade, affordable housing funding, and any additional financing mechanism for community redevelopment.  
 
Staff will bring additional updates to the Government Relations and Public Affairs Committee as these issues move 
forward. 
 
Approved by: 
  
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:EJ:ds 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Erik Johnson, Acting Manager of Policy & Administration, (916) 340-6247 



SACOG State Advocacy Principles       Attachment A 

Principle Goal Strategies 
Financial Stewardship 
Revenue • Give regions and local governments additional revenue options and protections, including 

transferring legal control of state funds to local governments for transportation 
• Restructure the state budget to help stabilize transportation funding 

• Advocate for funding for transportation 
through cap-and-trade revenues 

• Support new ways to fund transportation 
needs 

Financing • Offer regions and local governments tools for community revitalization and infrastructure, 
and provide them with additional financing options 

• Support tax-increment financing through 
enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts or 
another method such as Sustainable 
Communities Investment Authorities 

Spending Flexibility • Provide local governments more flexibility and options, particularly for transit 
operations/capital and road maintenance/rehabilitation, in both rural and urban areas 

• Advocate for increased flexibility 

Government 
Structure 

• Modify representation on state boards and commissions to provide equitable representation 
for those entities that directly impact SACOG or its members, and where appropriate, a 
dedicated Sacramento region representative 

• Advocate for representation from the 
Sacramento region on state bodies 

Economic Vitality 
Goods Movement • Fund goods movement improvements in the Sacramento region • Advocate for goods movement funding 
Rail • Fund rail freight improvements and regional air quality programs, and coordinate state 

passenger rail planning 
• Support implementation of the San Joaquin 

Corridor JPA 
• Seek funding for intercity rail improvements  

Rural Roads • Fund improvements on rural farm-to-market roads • Advocate for farm-to-market road 
improvements 

Smart Land Use 
SB 375/AB 32 
Implementation 

• Protect assets and tools that help existing communities of all sizes and support smart growth, 
Senate Bill 375 implementation, and Assembly Bill 32 implementation 

• Work with the Administration on tools to 
assist regions and local governments 

Affordable Housing • Amend housing element law and/or administrative procedures to give jurisdictions flexibility 
to provide affordable housing that is appropriate for their community, and remove 
disincentives and regulatory obstacles to providing affordable housing, including devolution 
of decision making from HCD to regions and local governments 

• Work with other regions and local 
governments to come up with improvements 
to existing law/procedures that meet the 
objective of providing affordable housing 

SB 375 
Implementation 
Funding 

• Create performance-based funding for local governments and regions to implement Senate 
Bill 375.  

• Ask the Administration and the Legislature to 
create funding for regions and local 
governments to effectively implement SB 375 
requirements 

SB 375 Technical 
Assistance 

• Help local governments and regions use CEQA benefits from Senate Bill 375 • Work with the Administration on tools and 
implementation of CEQA benefits (e.g., SB 
743, SB 226) to assist regions and local 
governments 
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Principle Goal Strategies 
Environmental Quality & Sustainability 
Ag Land 
Preservation 

• Strengthen the Williamson Act, and provide additional resources and tools for local 
governments to preserve farmland and open space through public or private 
programs 

• Support legislation that would allow local governments 
to preserve agricultural lands 

Regulatory Reform • Reform regulations to streamline review and approval of transportation and smart 
land use projects with low environmental impacts and positive benefits to state 
regional and local goals 

• Work with the Administration and the Legislature on 
regulatory and legislative improvements to the 
regulatory process 

Flood and Water 
Resources 

• Involve regional and local governments in flood management and water resources • Serve as a convener and assist with educating local 
officials about water and flood management issues 

Flood Protection • Support local flood protection efforts with funding and administrative support.  • Support local requests for state funding for flood 
protection 

Habitat 
Conservation 

• Fund innovations that link natural resource mitigation and habitat valuation on 
agricultural lands 

• Encourage the Administration and the Legislature to 
provide such funding 

Access & Mobility 
Complete Streets • Support complete streets designed to accommodate cars, transit, bicyclists, and 

pedestrians including education, encouragement, and infrastructure for Safe Routes 
to School 

• Support legislation and regulations that encourage and 
fund multi-modal infrastructure 

• Advocate for improving the process for planning and 
implementing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 

Transit Operations • Solve the PEPRA labor issue between the U.S. Department of Labor and California 
transit agencies  

• Support legislation and regulatory actions to create a 
permanent solution 

Transit Asset 
Management 

• Increase the state of good repair for transit vehicles • Encourage the Administration to provide statewide 
support for transit maintenance 
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