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Flexible Funds Programming Round Policy Framework and Application  
 
Issue:  Should the SACOG Board approve a policy framework for the biennial programming round and 
release a call for projects? 
 
Recommendation:  None; this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  SACOG releases a call for projects on a biennial basis, providing local agencies within the 
four- county region (Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo, and Yuba counties) the opportunity to apply for flexible 
funds that can go towards road, transit, bicycle, or pedestrian projects.  The process runs for multiple 
months, beginning with the policy framework in May and culminating in the final programming 
recommendations by the end of the year.  While there is still considerable uncertainty concerning the amount 
of funds available for programming, Board direction in May on the 2013-14 Funding Program policy 
framework will allow more time for the preparation of applications and the selection process.  Staff 
anticipates returning to the Transportation Committee in August with the draft funding targets for the 
programming round, once the updated state and federal revenues amounts are available.  Attachment A 
identifies key milestones in the process. 
 
The flexible funds for programming are derived from state and federal sources and leveraged by available 
local resources to both pair and focus federal dollars.  The funding round is one of SACOG’s means for 
funding and advancing projects that contribute to the implementation the Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Community Strategy (MTP/SCS) through targeted investments in the region’s 
transportation system and a well-developed program funding structure.  SACOG has five regional funding 
programs:  Air Quality, Bicycle & Pedestrian, Community Design, Regional/Local, and Transportation 
Demand Management.  These calls for projects relate only to Bicycle & Pedestrian, Community Design, and 
Regional/Local Funding programs, as the other two programs are managed under separate processes. 
 
These three Funding Programs have unique and long-standing identified purposes. The Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Program is intended to support the efforts of local agencies to construct infrastructure with walking, 
bicycling, and transit use as primary transportation considerations, and to provide facilities for walking and 
biking within and between the communities of the Sacramento region.  The Community Design Program 
seeks to promote the implementation of the Blueprint principles by the construction of improvements in the 
public right-of-way.  The emphasis of the Regional/Local Program is to promote projects that provide 
regional benefits and that develop and maintain the regional transportation network. 
 
As part of the initiation of each biennial funding round, SACOG staff assesses the prior round’s program-
level policies, outcomes, and processes.  Staff conducts this effort in order to determine ways to refine, 
streamline, and provide additional transparency within each of the individual programs.  This includes 
updating policy frameworks and applications based on feedback from participants, local agencies, and 
participating staff.  For this 2013 funding round, SACOG staff has updated the individual policy 
frameworks, and continues to work and refine the application documentation process in preparation for an 
anticipated  



release of call for projects by the SACOG Board of Directors on May 16, 2013.  Below are the unique 
modifications to these three programs, with more information provided in Attachments B, C, and D. 
Proposed modifications reflect input received from applicants in the prior funding round and staff analysis. 
 
The Bicycle & Pedestrian Funding Program:  The policy framework and selection process remain 
fundamentally the same as prior funding rounds.  This round will place emphasis on the short-term funding 
priorities approved by the Board in December 2012 and utilizes a more streamlined and informative 
application and guideline structure.  The one notable change is in the selection process, with additional 
points going to project proponents that demonstrate quantitative benefits from their project.  This additional 
step strengthens the performance-based funding connection in the Master Plan, MTP/SCS, and MAP-21. 
 
The Community Design Program:  The policy framework and selection process remain fundamentally the 
same as prior funding rounds. This round will place an emphasis on funding more preliminary engineering 
and design projects and streamlining overall application requirements. 
 
The Regional/Local Program:  The policy framework and selection process remain fundamentally the same 
as prior funding rounds.  This round will place a greater emphasis on early feedback within the application 
process regarding available data resources and project scoping.  An additional performance outcome has 
been included to project evaluation, allowing applicants to document how their project supports “state of 
good repair” benefits that improve the efficiency of the existing transportation system.  Consistent with the 
overall funding program, additional consideration will be given to sponsors who will work with SACOG to 
apply project delivery strategies that reduce the number of projects in the program that are federalized. 
Federalized transportation projects typically require more extensive administrative efforts than projects 
funded solely with local revenues.  
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Key Staff: Kirk Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Renée DeVere-Oki, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6219 
  Greg Chew, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6227 
  Lacey Symons-Holtzen, Associate Planner, (916) 340-6212 
 


