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Federal Advocacy Update  
 
Issue: Update on federal advocacy. 
 
Recommendation: None; this item is informational only. 
 
Discussion: Congress begins a month-long recess on August 5. Below are several updates on activities since the 
Government Relations and Public Affairs Committee last met. 

 
New Secretary of Transportation Sworn In 
On July 2, Anthony Foxx was sworn in as the Secretary of Transportation. From 2009 until resigning to take this post, 
Mr. Foxx was the mayor of Charlotte, North Carolina. During his tenure, Charlotte started a streetcar project, 
extended its light rail system, expanded its international airport, and undertook a significant design-build-finance 
project for its beltway freeway. Prior to being elected mayor, he was a member of the city council, chairing the 
transportation committee. He also worked as a private practice attorney, representing a bus manufacturer and other 
clients.  

 
FY14 Funding Bills Move Forward 
In late June, the House and Senate Appropriations Committees approved their respective fiscal year 2014 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) Appropriations bills. While there are several major 
differences, both chambers propose fully funding the federal-aid highway program obligation level at $41 billion, the 
amount authorized under MAP-21.  

 
The major differences related to transportation fall into two areas: TIGER grants and bridge funding. The Senate 
version would provide $550 million for the TIGER grant program, while the House version does not include funding 
for TIGER grants and would rescind $237 million in fiscal year 2013 funds. The Senate bill includes $500 million in 
new funding for bridge projects across the country, while the House bill does not provide funding beyond the 
programs included in MAP-21. The proposed Senate bridge funding would be distributed through a competitive 
process, with the Department of Transportation required to ensure an equitable geographic distribution of funds and 
an appropriate balance in addressing the needs of urban and rural areas. 

 
The President has issued two Statements of Administration Policy regarding these funding bills, one which threatened 
to veto the House version, and one that “strongly supports” the Senate version. 

 
Congressional Hearing on Highway Trust Fund Solvency  
The Highway Trust Fund is projected to have a $15 billion shortfall in 2015, immediately after MAP-21, the 
federal transportation authorization law, expires. On July 23, representatives from the Congressional Budget 
Office and the Department of Transportation testified to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
on options for fixing the projected deficit. To rebalance the Highway Trust Fund in 2015, Congress would need 
to cut all $51 billion in estimated obligation authority that year, hike the gas tax ten cents a gallon or a 
combination of both. The long-term federal funding of transportation, either through the Highway Trust Fund or 
other sources, is seen as the greatest barrier to adopting another transportation authorization bill after MAP-21.  
Attachment A is a set of charts from a recent news story explaining the status of the Highway Trust Fund. 
 



 
Municipal Bond Tax Exemption 
If Congress choses to move forward with a significant overhaul of the tax code, some organizations representing local 
governments are concerned that municipal bonds may lose their tax exempt status. A bipartisan group of 138 House 
members support preserving this tax status.  

 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
As reported previously, the Senate passed a WRDA bill in May. House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chair Bill Shuster said in July that his committee is working on a House version, but did not specify a timeline. 
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Attachment A 

“Infographic: Transportation in Transition” 
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