
 
  

Item #17-2-8 
Government  Relat ions & Publ ic  Af fa i rs  Committee  Act ion 

January 27, 2017 
 
Federal Advocacy Strategy 
 
Issue: What strategies should SACOG implement with regards to federal advocacy? 
 
Recommendation: That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend 
that the Board adopt the strategy described below and approve advocacy principles.  
 
Discussion: With a change in Administration and a Republican-majority Congress, staff is 
taking a look at its advocacy strategy for 2017. SACOG and other regional organizations are 
coordinating more, and so a unified message beyond transportation would serve the region well. 
Transportation is not an end unto itself. Investments in roads, transit, and rail help the 
Sacramento region compete for new jobs and talent while allowing existing companies to expand 
and deliver goods and services. And providing more transportation choices helps meet the 
growing consumer demand for safe, walkable communities and transit connections to jobs and 
amenities.  
 
Below is a summary of federal issues, and attached are recommended advocacy principles. Staff 
will continue to report to the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee monthly on 
federal advocacy issues. 
 
Political Changes 
With each new Congress and Presidential Administration, there is significant staff turnover in 
Washington. With the retirement of Senator Boxer, California loses a champion for 
transportation infrastructure who has been in leadership on the Environment and Public Works 
Committee for years. With other policy issues taking up attention at the federal level, SACOG 
should not take for granted existing funding or structures. The historical role of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (MPOs) in planning and awarding transportation funding should be 
underscored, as well as the importance of existing funding programs. SACOG should emphasize 
our region’s excellent track record partnering with federal agencies. The federal government 
should set the high level goals and let regions deliver transportation projects that meet those 
goals but also fit the needs of their communities. 
 
Infrastructure Funding 
President Trump included infrastructure spending on his list of campaign priorities, suggesting 
investing between $550 billion and $1 trillion. The specifics have not been defined, but the 
President-elect and his advisors have spoken of financing and public-private partnerships and not 
necessarily direct federal spending on infrastructure. Their working definition of infrastructure is 
also broader than transportation, including broadband, freight rail, water, sewer and other public 
works. Notably absent from discussions to date has been public transit. The final element of 
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uncertainty is the overall priority, and therefore the timing, of developing an infrastructure 
proposal. The President has identified three top priorities for his first 100 days, but infrastructure 
is not among them.  
 
On January 25, House Speaker Paul Ryan released his priorities for the first 200 days, and 
infrastructure was not included. House and Senate leaders have also been opposed to a large 
direct federal investment in infrastructure. The President has also spoken about the need for 
regulatory reform and tax reform, both of which may impact transportation.  
 
Also on January 25, the California State Transportation Agency, at the behest of the National 
Governors’ Association, called on regional transportation planning agencies to submit a list of 2-
3 shovel-ready projects per region that provide a national security/public safety benefit. There 
have been no requests from the Trump Administration to California for any such information, so 
this is viewed as largely an advocacy effort to demonstrate projects that are shovel ready.  
 
Staff believes that regardless of the prospects of an infrastructure package, SACOG should focus 
on educating Congress and U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) officials about existing 
funding programs and how they have benefited the region, as well as provide input on 
expenditures (either programmatic or direct grants to the region) that would deliver significant 
return-on-investment in terms of the impact on the regional economy.  
 
Regulations & Policy 
Additionally, regulatory reform is an area where SACOG may be able to identify existing 
regulations that are duplicative of state regulations, or regulations that are being misapplied. 
However, staff recommends emphasizing that regulatory relief does not substitute for the under-
funding of transportation infrastructure. More cooperation across government agencies, rather 
than elimination of regulations alone, would be beneficial.  
 
Senate Democratic Infrastructure Proposal 
On January 24, Senate Democrats introduced a $1 trillion infrastructure plan. According to a 
summary of the bill, it will allocate $210 billion for road and bridge repair ($100 billion for 
maintenance, $100 billion for new transportation and land use projects, and $10 billion for the 
TIGER grant program). It also would allocate $10 billion for “new innovative financing tools” 
aimed at unlocking private capital, including a new infrastructure bank. 
 
The Democrats’ plan also would give $180 billion to rail and bus systems ($130 billion for 
transit, $50 billion for rail), and $200 billion for a new Vital Infrastructure Projects program for 
the most critical national projects. Ports, airports and waterways are lumped together into a $70 
billion budget. 
 
The plan also proposes $110 billion for water and sewer program grants envisioning investments 
in broader infrastructure, including $75 billion for schools, $100 billion for energy infrastructure, 
$20 billion to expand broadband access, $20 billion for infrastructure on public lands and Native 
American lands, and $10 billion for new veterans’ facilities and to upgrade Army National 
Guard Readiness Centers. 
As the President has proposed, Democrats say they will follow “Buy America” provisions. 
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Next Steps 
Staff has proposed the attached Federal Advocacy Principles to replace SACOG’s existing 
principles. They are more focused on the high-priority issues outlined in this memo than the 
broader principles SACOG has had in the past. SACOG may still weigh in on other activities at 
any time by following its advocacy procedures, which are also attached.  
 
In addition to regular updates to the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee, should 
there be an infrastructure funding proposal, staff will bring forward either a position or a process 
update on how SACOG will identify needs and support regional projects.  
 
James Corless will attend the Capital Region Executive Leadership Mission to Washington in 
March. Staff will work with the Metro Chamber on its Cap-to-Cap program to ensure that there 
is a consistent regional message. James Corless, Kirk Trost and Erik Johnson will participate on 
the Transportation Team for Cap-to-Cap April 28-May 3. Once James Corless starts, he will 
meet with members of the region’s Congressional delegation to introduce himself and deliver 
SACOG’s key messages. Staff will continue to work with Transportation for America and other 
partners to advance the priorities of the region.  
 
Depending on the amount of activity in Washington regarding infrastructure, SACOG may 
schedule an additional trip to Washington later in 2017. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
KT:EJ:ts 
Attachments 
 
Key Staff: Erik Johnson, Manager of Policy and Administration, (916) 340-6247 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment A 

Draft SACOG Federal Advocacy Principles 

Transportation 

1. The Sacramento region is well positioned to be a national test bed for new 
technologies and innovation.  The Sacramento region reflects the political, 
demographic and geographic diversity of the nation. We are an excellent testing ground 
for federal policy, pilot projects, innovation and investment. 

2. Our region has an excellent track record leveraging federal dollars which speaks to the 
importance of local control and regional planning.  SACOG and the Sacramento region’s 
cities, counties and transit agencies are good federal partners. We consistently leverage 
federal dollars to fund regional priority highway, streets and roads, transit, and rail 
projects. The Highway Trust Fund continues to face long-term funding challenges, but 
the existing role of regions in planning and programming federal dollars works well.  

3. The Sacramento region has benefited significantly from federal infrastructure 
programs that must be annually appropriated by Congress – we urge lawmakers to 
increase funding for these programs. In addition to the Highway Trust Fund, Congress 
has recognized the need to invest annually appropriated general fund dollars in 
infrastructure that provide significant return on investment.  

a. The New Starts and Small Starts programs help fund transit projects that are 
supplemented by local transportation dollars through Measure A in Sacramento 
County. The Blue Line to Cosumnes River College was delivered on time and 
under budget, and now connects a major suburban community to a major jobs 
center, as well as providing connections among college campuses. The 
Downtown/Riverfront Streetcar Project has been recommended for Small Starts 
funding. A $100 million federal investment would leverage a $200 million project 
connecting two cities, the 2nd busiest Amtrak station in California, a convention 
center, arena, baseball field, many other attractions, hundreds of restaurants 
and shops, and thousands of jobs.  

b. Rural and urban parts of the region have benefited from the TIGER grant 
program. Live Oak received funding to improve its main street, which doubles as 
a state highway, Sacramento received funding to rehabilitate its historic Amtrak 
station to add space for retail and restaurants and catalyze growth in the 
adjacent 400-acre railyards development, and West Sacramento and Sacramento 
received funding to develop a much-needed bridge. 

c. The region supports competitive grant programs led by USDOT. National 
competition forces innovation and helps the best projects rise to the top. Other 
key programs supported by the region include FASTLANE, Smart City Challenge, 
and Autonomous Vehicle Proving Grounds. Regardless of how a one-time 
infrastructure funding proposal is structured,  

d. The Sacramento region supports passenger rail. We have one of the best 
performing rail services in the country. The Sacramento to Roseville Third Track 
Project on the Union Pacific/Capitol Corridor line would provide immediate 
benefits.  



4. We are a strong proponent of a national framework for data-driven decision making 
and performance measures.  SACOG has advocated for nearly a decade to add data-
driven decision making and performance measurement as part of the federal 
transportation formula programs, with the goal of performance-based funding. In the 
Sacramento region, SACOG relies heavily on performance data to develop its plans, and 
sees performance-based funding as an important way to allocate scarce dollars. While 
the Obama Administration completed some rules on performance, others were not 
finalized prior to the new Administration, and the application of all rules will be up to 
the Trump Administration. In addition to metrics on the operation of the transportation 
system, more can be done to measure the long-term economic impact of transportation 
investments. USDOT is playing an important role in rulemaking, and it should build 
capacity among regions by paying for some of the necessary data and technical tools to 
use performance information for regional, state and national use in funding decisions.  

5. Our region would benefit from reduced silos and more cooperation among federal 
agencies. The Sacramento region faces regulatory challenges from the federal 
government that add time and cost to transportation projects. Some of these originate 
from the regulations themselves, while many issues are matters of interpretation or the 
timeliness of agency review. SACOG had success working with the partnership of 
USDOT, HUD, and the EPA working  

a. Many transportation projects are required to undergo duplicative environmental 
review through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
(FAST) Act establishes a pilot program to allow up to five states that have 
assumed Federal responsibility for the NEPA review process to use their state 
laws and regulations to conduct environmental reviews and approve projects. 
California is eligible to participate in this pilot, but it does not make sense as 
currently structured due to the additional judicial review that might be triggered. 
Under the FAST Act, the judicial review period for projects using the pilot would 
be 2 years instead of the current 150-day period. If Congress modified this 
condition, it would make the pilot more attractive to California and other states.  

b. SACOG has worked for many years with federal resource agencies to streamline 
regulations for those projects covered by Habitat Conservation Plans. Habitat 
Conservation Plans complement regional growth strategies such as the Blueprint 
to plan for environmental mitigation and streamline the federal resource 
agencies’ permitting processes. SACOG encourages continued support for 
Habitat Conservation Plans, as well as additional incentives and requirements for 
federal agencies to concurrently review projects and streamline their review 
process.  

6. There is a major difference between financing and funding – any infrastructure 
package advanced by Congress should contain both.  President-elect Trump has called 
for innovative financing and public-private partnerships to be used as part of a national 
infrastructure strategy. While these financing mechanisms can help advance some 
projects, they either require a revenue-generating project (e.g., airports, transit), or 
private ownership (e.g., railroads, toll roads). SACOG supports financing mechanisms as 
a part of an infrastructure strategy, but they will not help address deteriorating bridges, 
potholes, and unsafe interchanges.  



 

Land Use 

1. The federal government should fund local and regional agricultural infrastructure. 
Transportation, broadband and other critical infrastructure are important to the 
economics of agriculture and improving food access and national food security. Rural 
roads are essential to assist with promoting a connection between rural and urban areas 
of the region, and also to help producers get their products to all markets. Broad 

2. Support economic development in rural communities by funding broadband 
connectivity. 

3. Open space conservation efforts are essential to rural communities. The Sacramento 
region has been working for years on market-based solution resource lands protections 
that help protect the environment and support agriculture and rural economies. There 
is also a federal role to fund innovations that enhance natural resource services, 
particularly habitat, on agricultural lands. SACOG and some of its jurisdictions have also 
worked with federal resource agencies to streamline regulations strategy in support of 
Blueprint implementation. 

4. Local, state and federal governments should work together on forestry issues. The 
Sacramento region is home to vast areas of federal forest lands. Forest fires as well as 
forest health greatly impact the surrounding communities and the entire region. The 
prevention of catastrophic fire and work to sustain the health, diversity and productivity 
of private and public forests 

5. The Sacramento region continues to be at high flood risk and requires additional 
federal investment. The Sacramento region has significantly increased its flood 
protection over the past decade, but more work remains. The federal government 
should continue to match local funds for improved public safety, with sensitivity to 
unique land uses and resource impacts on property owners in designated floodplains.  



Attachment B 
SACOG Advocacy Procedures 

 
Purpose of Advocacy Procedures 
These procedures ensure that the SACOG Board of Directors provides prior approval of any position 
on legislation or administrative actions. They also detail the steps board members and staff must follow 
before communicating a SACOG position when there is insufficient time for full board approval. 
 
The Role of Advocacy Principles 
The state and federal advocacy principles adopted annually outline the policy issues for staff to either 
actively pursue, bring to the board for consideration, or simply track and monitor. The advocacy 
principles serve as the strategic plan of SACOG’s advocacy with both the legislative and executive 
branches of the state and federal governments. 
  
SACOG board members and staff will make every reasonable effort to seek board approval before any 
position is communicated as a SACOG position. In addition, staff will utilize email to keep 
Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee members updated on pending issues of interest to 
SACOG. However, because time constraints may arise which may make board approval impossible, 
the following “normal” and “urgency” procedures shall be followed by board members and staff: 
 
Issues Covered by Advocacy Principles 
 Positions on Legislation/Administrative Actions With Board Approval (Normal) 

SACOG board members and staff may communicate a position consistent with the board-approved 
advocacy principles after seeking approval from the Board of Directors at a regularly scheduled 
meeting.  
 

 Positions on Legislation/Administrative Actions Without Board Approval (Urgency) 
SACOG board members and staff may communicate a position on specific legislation or 
administrative actions that have not been approved by the board: 1) if they are consistent with the 
board-approved advocacy principles; 2) staff reasonably believes that time does not permit board 
approval; and 3) the issue is critical to the well-being of SACOG or its member jurisdictions. As 
soon as reasonably possible, the executive director shall email the full board to inform them of the 
staff action. 

 
Issues Not Covered by Advocacy Principles 
 New Policy Issues (Normal) 

When policy issues outside of the scope of the advocacy principles arise, the executive director or 
board members may bring these to the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee and then 
to the board for approval to amend the advocacy principles. Specific legislation or administrative 
actions may also be brought forward for consideration in tandem. After the board acts, the 
procedures above apply. 

 
 Legislation Without Board Approval (Urgency) 

SACOG board members and staff may communicate a position on legislation or administrative 
actions outside the advocacy principles: 1) if staff reasonably believes that time does not permit 
board approval, 2) the issue is critical to the well-being of SACOG or its member jurisdictions, and 
3) the executive director secures approval from the board chair and the chair of the Government 
Relations & Public Affairs Committee. If the committee chair cannot be reached, the executive 
director must secure approval from the vice chair. As soon as reasonably possible, the executive 
director shall email the full board to inform them of staff action. 
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Monthly Report to SACOG 
January 26, 2017 

Transition to New Administration & the 115th Congress 

 On January 3, the new 115th session of Congress officially began. This Congress, the following 
leadership changes will impact transportation committees:  

• Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) was named Chairman for the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development.

• Outgoing Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman Jim Inhofe (R-OK) will now lead the
subcommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure panel with ranking member Senator Ben
Cardin (D-MD). Senator Inhofe was also named to the Commerce Committee, giving him two
platforms from which to advocate on any infrastructure package.

During the inaugural address on January 20, President Trump pledged a multimodal mix of 
transportation investments for the nation, including investment in highways, bridges, tunnels, and 
railroads. Shortly after, on January 24, Senate Democrats announced a $1 trillion infrastructure 
proposal asking for the new President’s support. Their proposal includes $1 trillion in federal investment 
over the course of 10 years directing approximately $720 billion to surface transportation 
improvements and the remaining $280 billion for hospitals, broadband, public schools, and other 
infrastructure needs.  

(See T4America’s full statement on the proposal here. The one-pager released by Senate Democrats can 
be found here and their longer proposal can be found here.) 

DOT SECRETARY NOMINEE CHAO MOVES FORWARD 

On January 11, the Senate Commerce Committee held a hearing for U.S. Department of Transportation 
Secretary nominee, Elaine Chao.   

Chao filed a short opening statement that was light on specifics but emphasized the need to increase 
private investment in infrastructure, to streamline the process of building transportation projects, and 
to help the federal government be a partner in the innovation of emerging technologies that is 
happening on the ground in cities.  

Following the release of Dangerous by Design 2016, which highlights the 46,000-plus people who were 
killed while walking from 2005-2014, T4America sent a letter signed by hundreds of supporters to the 
committee members asking them to press her on this safety issue. During the hearing, Senator Brian 
Schatz (D-HI) noted that we have a “serious safety crisis” but that pedestrian fatalities are preventable 

CURRENT NEWS 

Attachment C

http://t4america.org/2017/01/25/greater-federal-investment-in-infrastructure-welcomed-but-must-be-paired-with-increases-in-accountability-and-transparency/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1DL-w-ML8uHLTYxV2FwdGN3Yjg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1DL-w-ML8uHNEJUbS1XUE1CWTg/view?usp=sharing
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through best practices. He asked about her commitment to work on a safe streets agenda, to which Ms. 
Chao answered that she looked forward to working with him on the issue. 

With regards to TIGER, Chao made no promises about overall funding for the competitive grant 
program but noted that it was “one area of great agreement” and that she was “impressed with how 
many members like it.” 

On long-term funding for transportation, there was the typical rhetoric and few details. Chao noted that 
both private investment and public-private partnerships need to be part of the mix. She was supportive 
of the TIFIA financing program. She is also aware of the long-term structural problems with the gas tax 
failing to come close to any of the federal projections for huge long-term growth. 

She did answer a pointed question from Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ), who asked — financing and private 
investment aside — if she and President Trump are in favor of increasing direct federal investment in 
transportation. Chao said, “I believe the answer is yes.” However, she also did not rule out Senator Mike 
Lee’s (R-UT) plan to essentially kill the federal transportation program, cut the federal gas tax down to a 
few pennies and let states decide whether or not (and how) they want to invest in transportation. “I’m 
open to all ideas,” she said, although this specific idea stands in stark opposition to the notion of 
increasing direct federal investment in infrastructure. 

On January 20, the Senate Commerce committee approved of Elaine Chao’s nomination in a voice vote. 
Her nomination will now proceed to the Senate floor, where it is expected to move quickly and with wide 
support.  

Final Performance Measures Rules Published 

On January 18, FHWA released both its final rule on system performance and congestion and its final 
rule establishing regulations to assess pavement and bridge conditions.  

These final rules are the last of several regulations issued to implement the performance management 
framework established by the recent national transportation authorizations bills, known as MAP-21 and 
the FAST Act.  

SYTSTEM PERFORMANCE & CONGESTION 

Less than one year after the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) first proposed outdated measures 
of congestion (see T4America’s blog post here) and after thousands of our partners provided comments, 
FHWA published its final rule on system performance and congestion. The final rule rolls back some of 
the redundant, vehicle-focused measures initially proposed in the notice of proposed rulemaking 
(NPRM) and incorporates some significant changes, many of which we advocated for.  

In response to comments from T4A and others, the final rule adds two new measures - a carbon dioxide 
emissions measure and a multimodal measure. To better reflect the number of people traveling on the 
system, two of the proposed measures were modified so they are based on person-travel instead of 
vehicle travel.  

In addition, the faulty measures for percentage of the interstate freight mileage uncongested and Peak 
Hour Travel Time Reliability (PHTTR) included in the NPRM were both vacated in the final rule. The final 
rule also simplifies the required data processing and calculation of metrics.  

http://t4america.org/2016/04/20/nine-things-to-know-about-usdots-new-proposal-for-measuring-traffic-congestion/
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While the final rule is much improved, changes to the speed thresholds for the congestion measure may 
have some negative impacts on signalized downtown roads with low speed limits.   

The seven measures established in the final rule include: 
• Three measures of system performance 

o Percentage of reliable person-miles traveled on the Interstate 
o Percentage of reliable person-miles traveled on the non-Interstate NHS 
o Percent change in CO2 emissions from 2017, generated by on-road mobile sources on 

the NHS 
• A measure for freight movement on the Interstate system  

o Average truck travel time reliability index (TTTR) 
• Three measures to assess the CMAQ program, including two measures on traffic congestion 

o Total emission reductions for applicable criteria pollutants, for non-attainment and 
maintenance areas 

o Annual hours of peak hour excessive delay per capita  
o Percent of non-single occupancy vehicle (SOV) travel, including travel avoided by 

telecommuting 
 
State DOTs will establish their first statewide targets one year after the effective date of this rule, 
February 17, 2017. MPOs have up to 180 days after state DOTs establish their targets to establish their 
own targets.  
 
State DOTs must establish both 2-year and 4-year targets. The MPOs are subject only to a 4-year 
target-setting requirement.  MPOs must either: (a) agree to plan and program projects so that the 
projects contribute toward the accomplishment of the relevant state DOT target for the performance 
measure, or (b) commit to a quantifiable 4-year target for the performance measure for the MPA. FHWA 
will assess every 2 years to determine if a state DOT has made significant progress toward achieving 
their targets. 
 
If States/MPOs fail to meet their targets after 4 years, they have to set new ones for the next 2- and 4-
year performance period.  If they fail again, there is no real consequence. 
 
Under the new administration, the White House ordered a freeze on the regulatory process. For 
regulations that have been finished but have not taken effect, the order calls for temporarily postponing 
their effective date for 60 days or possibly longer. This order could delay the effective date of this rule.  

(See T4America’s full summary here). 

PAVEMENT AND BRIDGE CONDITION 

This final rule looks very much like the original proposed rule but does incorporates two changes to 
comport with statutory changes made in the FAST Act. The final rule shortens the timeline for reporting 
on failure to meet targets. State DOTs must report on corrective action if they do not make significant 
progress in a single biennial performance report, rather than failure to meet targets over two, 
consecutive biennial reports. Similarly, FHWA will reduce states’ ability to flex funding away from repair 
spending if the state’s Interstate pavement condition has fallen below the minimum condition level for 
the most recent year (instead of most recent 2 years). The final rule also makes several technical 
adjustments to the way particular measures are calculated and revises certain thresholds.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_gxOME-2CdkQkhpRkx5STliczg
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T4America critiqued the provision of this rule that allows state DOTs to adjust their 4-year performance 
targets when they submit their two-year, mid-period progress report. While the final rule maintains this 
provision, it adds a provision that state DOTs must coordinate with MPOs before adjusting performance 
targets. 

T4America also urged changes to the rule to assign state DOTs and MPOs equal responsibilities in 
setting targets. However, the final rule makes requirements primarily of states while encouraging 
coordination with MPOs. 

As required in this final rule, state DOTs and MPOs must establish targets for each of the following 
performance measures to evaluate pavement and bridge condition: 

• Percentage of pavements on the Interstate System in good condition; 
• Percentage of pavements on the Interstate System in poor condition;  
• Percentage of pavements on the NHS (excluding the Interstate System) in good condition;  
• Percentage of pavements on the NHS (excluding the Interstate System) in poor condition; 
• Percentage of NHS bridges classified as in good condition; and  
• Percentage of NHS bridges classified as in poor condition. 

 
(See T4America’s full summary here). 
  
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_gxOME-2CdkWUhZNDlmSHh2bkU


Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 21 Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2017 Rep. Issa, Darrell (R-
CA-49)

14 Cosponsors; 1 D, 13 
R

Amends the Congressional Review Act to allow Congress to 
consider a joint resolution to disapprove multiple regulations that 
federal agencies have submitted for congressional review within 
the last 60 legislative days of a session of Congress during the 
final year of a President's term. Congress may disapprove a 
group of such regulations together (i.e., "en bloc") instead of the 
current procedure of considering only one regulation at a time.

Passed House 238-
184,  Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security & Government 
Affairs

H.R. 26 Regulations from the Executive in 
Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act of 2017

Rep. Collins, Doug (R-
GA-9) 160 Cosponsors; 160 R

Requires a joint resolution of approval to be enacted by 
Congress within 70 session days or legislative days after an 
agency proposing a major rule submits its report on such rule to 
Congress in order for the rule to take effect. Defines a "major 
rule" as any rule that the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs of the Office of Management and Budget finds results in: 
(1) an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more; (2) 
a major increase in costs or prices for consumers, individual 
industries, government agencies, or geographic regions; or (3) 
significant adverse effects on competition, employment, 
investment, productivity, innovation, or the ability of U.S.-based 
enterprises to compete with foreign-based enterprises.

Passed House 237-
187, Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security & Government 
Affairs

H.R. 52
Jobs, On-the-Job 'Earn While You 
Learn' Training, and Apprenticeships 
for African-American Young Men Act

Rep. Scott, David (D-
GA-13) 9 Cosponsors; 7 D, 2 R

Requires the Department of Labor to request labor unions, 
general contractors, and businesses that will rebuild 
infrastructure, transportation systems, technology and computer 
networks, and energy distribution systems to actively recruit, 
hire, and provide on-the-job training to African American men 
ages 18 to 39 through existing jobs, apprenticeships, and "earn 
while you learn" programs. Labor must help coordinate such 
recruitment.

Referred to House 
Education and 
Workforce

H.R. 66 Route 66 Centennial Commission Act Rep. Davis, Rodney (R-
IL-13) 12 Cosponsors; 4 D, 8 R

Establishes Route 66 Centennial Commission to honor the 
100th year anniversary of the establishment of Route 66 and 
requires the commission to determine the best way to honor 
Route 66 and issue a report on what needs to be done to 
preserve Route 66. 

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 89
To amend subtitle IV of title 40, United 
States Code, regarding county 
additions to the Appalachian region

Rep. Blackburn, 
Marsha (R-TN-7) 0 Cosponsors

Adds the Tennessee counties of Hickman, Perry, and Wayne to 
the definition of "Appalachian region" for purposes of 
Appalachian regional development efforts

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 100 Support Local Transportation Act Rep. Brownley, Julia 
(D-CA-26) 0 Cosponsors

Modifies the percentages of funds allocated to certain urbanized 
areas under the surface transportation block grant program for 
the next three fiscal years.

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R 127 Transportation for Heroes Act of 2017 Rep. Green, Al (D-TX-
9) 0 Cosponsors

Revises urbanized area formula grant recipient requirements to 
require a recipient to certify that it will ensure that a fare of no 
more than 50% of the peak hour fare will be charged to a U.S. 
veteran during non-peak hours for transportation using or 
involving a facility or equipment of a project financed by the 
grant

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 233 Safe Freight Act of 2017 Rep. Young, Don (R-
AK) 0 Cosponsors Directs the Federal Railroad Adminstration (FRA) to issue 

regulations requiring two members on all frieght trains
Referred to the House 
T&I Committee



Introduced in House of Representatives
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

H.R. 268 Neighborhood Noise Barriers Act of 
2017

Rep. Lewis, John (D-
GA-5) 0 Cosponsors

Allows Highway Trust fund dollars to be used to construct noise 
barriers next to predominately residential neighborhoods that 
are next to a recently widened highway or where the 
neighborhood is older than 10 years and located next to a 
highway (doesn't have to have been widened). 

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee

H.R. 274 Modernizing Government Travel Act Rep. Moulton, Seth (D-
MA-6) 10 Cosponsors; 6 D, 4 R

Allows Federal employees to be reimbursed for using services 
provided by transportation network companies (TNCs) for official 
business. Sets forth definition of transportation network 
companies. 

Passed House by 
voice vote. Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government Affairs

H.R. 336 Transit Benefits Modernization Act Rep. Meadows, Mark 
(R-NC-11) 4 Cosponsors; 2 D, 2 R

Allows services provided by transportation network companies 
(TNCs) to qualify as a transportation fringe benefit for Federal 
employees within the national capital region. Employees would 
have to forgoe recieving transit benefits if they chose to recieve 
TNC benefits.

Referred to House 
Oversight and 
Government Reform

H.R. 481

To amend the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 to authorize 
assignment to States of Federal 
agency environmental review 
responsibilities, and for other purposes

Rep. Calvert, Ken (R-
CA-42) 0 Cosponsors

Amends the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) 
to authorize: (1) the assignment to states of federal 
environmental review responsibilities under NEPA and other 
relevant federal environmental laws for covered federal projects, 
and (2) states to assume all or part of those responsibilities.

Referred to House 
Committee on Natural 
Resources

H.R. 547

To facilitate efficient investments and 
financing of infrastructure projects and 
new job creation through the 
establishment of a National 
Infrastructure Development Bank, and 
for other purposes

Rep. DeLauro, Rosa 
(D-CT-3) 73 Cosponsors; 73 D

Would create and fund a public bank to leverage public and 
private dollars for meritorious infrastructure projects of national 
or regional significance. Would supplement other federal 
infrastructure programs by providing loans, loan guarantees and 
proceeds from bond issuances for projects, and make payments 
to help states and localities cover their bond interest payments. 

Referred to House T&I; 
Energy and 
Commerce; Financial 
Services; Ways and 
Means

H.R. 549

 To amend the Implementing 
Recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission Act of 2007 to clarify 
certain allowable uses of funds for 
public transportation security 
assistance grants and establish 
periods of performance for such 
grants, and for other purposes

Rep. Donovan, Daniel 
M., Jr. (R-NY-11) 5 Cosponsors; 2 D, 3 R

Adds a period of performance for public transportation security 
assistance grants. Awarded funds would be available for a grant 
recipient for not fewer than 36 months, and not fewer than 55 
months for projects that (a) provide security improvements for 
public transportation systems in final design or under 
construction or (b) provide security improvements for stations 
and other public transportation infrastructure, including that 
owned by State or local governments. 

Referred to House 
Committee on 
Homeland Security

H.R. 554

To suspend the authority of a State to 
administer funds under Federal block 
grant programs if the State does not 
enact certain conflict of interest 
protections, and for other purposes.

Rep. Kildee, Dan (D-MI-
5) 0 Cosponsors

Requires state lawmakers to disclose their sources of income 
and possible conflicts of interest or face loss in federal funding 
for certain programs, including transportation funds

Referred to House T&I; 
Energy and 
Commerce; Education 
and the Workforce; 
Financial Services; 
Homeland Security; 
Judiciary; Ways and 
Means

H.R. 556 Blue Line Use Exception (BLUE) Act Rep. Lance, Leonard 
(R-NJ-7) 1 Cosponsor; 1 D

Requires the Administrator of the Federal Highway 
Administration to make an exception to the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices to allow for certain colored markings 
between longitudinal parallel lines for celebratory or ceremonial 
purposes

Referred to the House 
T&I Committee



Introduced in Senate
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status

S. 21
Regulations from the 
Executive in Need of 
Scrutiny (REINS) Act 
of 2017

Sen. Paul, Rand 
(R-KY)

30 Cosponsors; 
30 R

Requires a joint resolution of approval to be enacted by Congress 
within 70 session days or legislative days after an agency proposing a 
major rule submits its report on such rule to Congress in order for the 
rule to take effect. Defines a "major rule" as any rule that the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs of the Office of Management and 
Budget finds results in: (1) an annual effect on the economy of $100 
million or more; (2) a major increase in costs or prices for consumers, 
individual industries, government agencies, or geographic regions; or 
(3) significant adverse effects on competition, employment, investment, 
productivity, innovation, or the ability of U.S.-based enterprises to 
compete with foreign-based enterprises.

Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 34 Midnight Rules Relief 
Act of 2017

Sen. Johnson, 
Ron (R-WI) 0 Cosponsors

Amends the Congressional Review Act to allow Congress to consider a 
joint resolution to disapprove multiple regulations that federal agencies 
have submitted for congressional review within the last 60 legislative 
days of a session of Congress during the final year of a President's 
term. Congress may disapprove a group of such regulations together (i.
e., "en bloc") instead of the current procedure of considering only one 
regulation at a time.

Referred to 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 56 Red Tape Act of 2017 Sen. Sullivan, 
Dan (R-AK) 0 Cosponsors Requires each agency to repeal or amend 2 or more rules before 

issuing or amending a rule

Referred to the 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 78
Modernizing 
Government Travel 
Act

Sen. Lee, Mike 
(R-UT)

5 Cosponsors; 2 
D, 3 R

Allows Federal employees to be reimbursed for using services provided 
by transportation network companies (TNCs) for official business. Sets 
forth definition of transportation network companies. 

Referred to the 
Senate Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs

S. 88

A bill to ensure 
appropriate spectrum 
planning and 
interagency 
coordination to 
support the Internet of 
Things

Sen. Fischer, Deb 
(R-NE)

3 Cosponsors; 2 
D, 1 R

Creates a public/private working group to study and advise Congress 
on IoT policy issues.

Referred to the 
Senate 
Commerce, 
Science, and 
Technology

S. 181

A bill to ensure that 
certain Federal public 
works and 
infrastructure projects 
use materials 
produced in the 
United States, and for 
other purposes

Sen. Brown, 
Sherrod (D-OH) 0 Cosponsors Applies Buy America rules to all taxpayer-funded infrastructure and 

public works projects

Referred to the 
Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland 
Security and 
Government 
Affairs
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