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Regional Road Maintenance Needs Briefing 
 
Issue:  An important step in preparing for the 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS) update is to evaluate issues related to the current condition of the 
regional transportation system. 
 
Recommendation:  None, this item is for information and discussion. 
 
Discussion:  The California Statewide Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment (Statewide Needs 
Assessment) released its third biennial update in January 2013.  The report provides a comprehensive 
analysis of the statewide needs for local street and road system maintenance and preservation.  Based on 
findings in this report, the condition of the roadway network in the SACOG region is deteriorating, and 
current revenues are not sufficient to fully cover the cost of bringing the system back to a state of good 
repair.  This challenge is not unique to the Sacramento area.  Statewide, maintenance backlogs are 
increasing, and local governments are facing difficult decisions about how best to spend limited dollars. 
 
A challenge to be faced through the 2016 MTP/SCS update process is finding the right balance in the plan 
between strategic transportation system expansion projects and maintenance of the existing transportation 
system.  The MTP/SCS is a financially constrained planning document and, as such, must address the 
tradeoff inherent in expanding the region’s transportation system at a time that system maintenance needs 
continue to grow. 
 
At the October committee meeting, staff will present an initial analysis of road maintenance funding needs 
in the region. The presentation will be supported by a draft issue paper with additional detail for 
committee members to review after the meeting. Based on comments received, staff will return to the 
Transportation Committee later with an updated issue paper that includes associated policy questions to 
address over the course of the MTP/SCS update. 
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