
 

   
 Item #13-11-7 
Government  Relat ions &  Public Af f airs Commit t ee Inf ormat ion 
 
October 28, 2013 
 
State Advocacy Update  

Issue: Update on state advocacy. 

Recommendation: None; this item is informational only. 

Discussion: Earlier this month, the Governor signed or vetoed all bills sent to him by the Legislature. Below is a 
summary of key actions in each area SACOG staff tracked. A complete list of bills is attached. In December, staff will 
bring recommendations on where SACOG should focus its state advocacy efforts in 2014. 
 
Air Quality 
One Board-supported bill, AB 8, was signed into law. This extends important fees that local air districts use to pay 
for cleaning up the vehicle fleet, primarily through the SECAT program. 
 
Bicycling and Walking 
AB 1371 requires vehicle drivers to allow a three-foot passing area when passing a bicycle in the same direction of 
traffic, and creates an infraction punishable by a fine.  
 
SB 99 creates the Active Transportation Program, by collapsing several non-motorized transportation funding programs. 
This legislation directs the California Transportation Commission to take most of the implementing actions. SACOG 
staff is involved in monitoring this and weighing in on behalf of member jurisdictions. 
 
CEQA 
Two CEQA bills of interest to SACOG passed this session. AB 41, exempts urban area bicycle transportation plans 
from CEQA. SB 743, which SACOG supported in the last days of the session, has wide-ranging impacts. First, it 
imposes certain requirements on the Sacramento Entertainment and Sports Complex (ESC) project in order to 
streamline the CEQA process for that specific project. These include requirements linked to ensuring that the 
project results in no net increase in per-attendee greenhouse gas emissions in order to meet SACOG’s SB 375 
target for cars and light-duty trucks. Second, it requires the City of Sacramento, as the lead agency under CEQA, to 
consider, and implement if feasible and necessary to achieve GHG and traffic reduction objectives, additional 
funding for transit serving the ESC.  
 
In addition to the ESC-specific provisions, SB 743 creates, or encourages, several statewide CEQA improvements. 
First, it requires Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to establish new non level-of-service (LOS) 
criteria for determining the significance of transportation impacts of projects within transit priority areas. Second, 
it authorizes OPR to adopt CEQA Guidelines for establishing alternative metrics to LOS outside of transit priority 
areas. Finally, it establishes a new CEQA exemption for a residential, mixed-use, and employment center project 
a) within a transit priority area, b) consistent with a specific plan for which an EIR has been certified, and c) 
consistent with an SCS. This exemption requires further review if the project or circumstances changes 
significantly. 
 
Economic Development 
The Legislature did not pass the legislation that staff has been seeking for the last two years, but it did send one SACOG-
supported Infrastructure Financing District reform bill to the Governor, AB 662, which he vetoed. His only objection was 



 
to unintended costs to the General Fund. He said his administration will work with the author’s office to modify the 
language and send it back for his signature next year.  
 
Transit 
AB 206 allows Sacramento Regional Transit District to install three-bike racks on its buses. They are the third transit 
agency in the state to be granted this authority. SACOG-supported AB 1222 is the temporary fix for the U.S. Department 
of Labor issue related to transit employee bargaining rights and pension reform. 
  
Transportation Planning and Project Delivery 
Earlier this year, the Governor signed AB 14, which requires the Transportation Agency to create a comprehensive 
freight plan. SACOG supported this bill. 
 
AB 401 expands design-build authority for projects on the state highway system, including allowing regional 
transportation agencies and joint powers authorities to use this procurement method. The Capital SouthEast Connector 
project has expressed interest in using this new authority. 
 
The Governor vetoed AB 1290, which would have expanded the membership on the California Transportation 
Commission, and required additional reporting from regional transportation planning agencies on implementation of their 
Sustainable Communities Strategies.  
 
Approved by: 

 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Erik Johnson, Government & Media Affairs Coordinator, (916) 340-6247 

Kirk Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 
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Issue # Author Title DispositionSummary SACOG Position Veto Message
Air Quality AB 8 Perea (D) Alternative Fuel: 

Vehicle Technologies: 
Funding Program

Enacted Provides the State Air Resources Board has no authority to enforce 
any existing clean fuels outlet regulation that requires a person to 
construct, operate, or provide funding for construction or 
operation of any publicly available hydrogen-fueling station. 
Requires public disclosure of vehicle-related and station 
information. Relates to a smog abatement fee, registration 
charge, and tire fee. Authorizes an increase in compensation for 
retired or replacement vehicles for low-income motor vehicle 
owners.

Support

CEQA AB 417 Frazier (D) California 
Environmental Quality 
Act

Enacted Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) a 
bicycle transportation plan for an urbanized area. Requires a local 
agency that determines that the bicycle transportation plan is 
exempt under this provision and approves or determines to carry 
out that project, to file notice of the determination with the 
county clerk. Prohibits the preparation of an assessment if certain 
conditions are met, including if measures mitigate certain impacts 
identified in an impact report or negative declaration.

CEQA SB 743 Steinberg 
(D)

Environmental Quality: 
Judicial Review

Enacted Requires the Judicial Council to adopt a rule to establish 
procedures applicable to actions seeking review of a public 
agency's action in certifying an environmental impact report and in 
granting certain project approval. Requires a public agency, in 
certifying an impact report and granting approvals for a specified 
entertainment and sports center project in Sacramento, including 
the concurrent preparation of a the record, to comply with 
specified procedures. Provides certain actions shall not be 
impacts.

Support

Economic 
developme
nt

AB 662 Atkins (D) Local Government: 
Redevelopment: 
Successor Agencies

Vetoed Deletes a prohibition on the inclusion of redevelopment project 
areas in infrastructure financing districts. Authorizes the district 
to finance a project that is located in, or overlaps with, a 
redevelopment project area or former project area. Relates to 
procedures governing the contracting requirements and the 
commitment of new tax funds for new redevelopment agencies. 
Relates to the disposition of excess tax funds to local agencies and 
school entities. Relates to administrative costs.

Support This measure would provide flexibility to cities and successor 
agencies around the state currently winding down their 
redevelopment affairs. More importantly, this bill would 
authorize cities to create Infrastructure Financing Districts 
within the boundaries of former redevelopment project areas, as 
well as provide additional property tax for administrative costs 
by the local housing authorities currently managing stranded 
housing assets. Unfortunately, as currently written, the language 
to authorize new or amended contracts to existing enforceable 
obligations could result in unintended costs to the General 
Fund.  I applaud the author for her efforts to improve the 
dissolution process. Therefore, I am directing my administration 
to work with the author's office to make changes to the bill's 
language in a manner that avoids those costs. When these 
changes are made, I look forward to seeing the measure return 
to my desk for signature.
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Transportat
ion 
Planning 
and Project 
Delivery

AB 14 Lowenthal 
B (D)

State Freight Plan Enacted Requires the Transportation Agency to prepare a state freight plan 
with specified elements to govern the immediate and long-range 
planning activities and capital investments of the state with 
respect to the movement of freight. Requires the agency to 
establish a freight advisory committee.

Support

Bicycling 
and 
Walking

AB 1371 Bradford 
(D)

Vehicles: Bicycles: 
Passing Distance

Enacted Enacts the Three Feet for Safety Act. Revises provisions regarding 
the driving requirements when overtaking and passing a bicycle 
that is proceeding in the same direction. Makes a violation an 
infraction punishable by a fine. Requires a separate fine on a 
driver if a collision occurs between a motor vehicle and a bicycle 
causing bodily harm to the bicyclist, and the driver is found to be 
in violation of these provisions.

Bicycling 
and 
Walking

SB 99 Budget and 
Fiscal 
Review 
Cmt

Active Transportation 
Program

Enacted Creates the Active Transportation Program to be funded from 
transportation funds. Provides for metropolitan planning 
organizations. Adds new authorized activities. Requires the 
Commission to develop guidelines and procedures, include project 
selection criteria. Transfers bicycle transportation funds to the 
State Highway Account. Relates to funding the Environmental 
Enhancement and Mitigation Program Fund. Provides for city or 
county agreements for prompt payment.

Transportat
ion 
Planning 
and Project 
Delivery

AB 401 Daly (D) Transportation: Design-
Build: Highways

Enacted Authorizes the Department of Transportation to utilize design-
build procurement for projects on the state highway system, 
based on either best value or lowest responsible bid. Authorizes 
regional transportation agencies to utilize such procurement for 
projects. Provides such authorizations do not include construction 
inspection services for highway- and expressway-related projects. 
Requires services to be performed by the Department. Requires 
reimbursement for prevailing wage monitoring and enforcement.

Transportat
ion 
Planning 
and Project 
Delivery

AB 1290 Perez J (D) Transportation 
Planning

Vetoed Provides additional voting members of the State Transportation 
Commission to be appointed by the Legislature. Provides for the 
Chairperson of the State Air Resources Board to serve as an ex 
officio member without a vote. Requires each appointing power to 
consider a member with specified transportation expertise. 
Relates to sustainable communities or alternative planning 
strategies and regional transportation improvement programs and 
plans.

The author's intent for this bill is to ensure the state's 
transportation planning policy focuses on air quality and land use 
issues. The Governor's Reorganization Plan that went into effect 
July 1 of this year requires the Department of Transportation, 
the Department of Housing and Community Development, and 
the Commission to coordinate housing and transportation policies 
and programs. I think these changes will fully satisfy the author's 
objectives for this bill. 

Transit AB 206 Dickinson 
(D)

Vehicles: Length 
Limitations: Buses: 
Bicycle Devices

Enacted Authorizes the Sacramento Regional Transit District to install 
folding devices attached to the front of its buses that are designed 
and used exclusively for transporting bicycles if the use of the 
device meets certain requirements. Establishes a route review 
committee prior to the installation of the initial folding device on 
a bus and requires the committee to perform an initial review of 
the routes.
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Transit AB 1222 Bloom (D) Public Retirement: 
Bargaining: Transit 
Workers

Enacted Excepts from the Public Employees' Pension Reform Act of 2013, 
public employees whose collective bargaining rights are subject to 
federal law until a specified federal court decision on certification 
on the U.S. Secretary of Labor, or a specified date, whichever is 
sooner. Provides that if the court upholds the Secretary's 
determination, the application of the Act to those employees 
precludes certification, and those employees are exempt from the 
Act. Appropriates funds to local mass transit providers.

Transit SB 142 DeSaulnier 
(D)

Public Transit Enacted Relates to creation of special benefit districts within a municipal 
transit or rapid transit district regarding issuance of bonds to be 
repaid through special assessments levied on property within the 
district. Amends district areas. Enacts provisions authorizing a 
transit district, municipal operator, other other public agency 
operating or contracting for the operation of transit, commuter 
rail, or intercity rail service to create one or more special 
districts. Includes ferry terminals. Provides a repeal.
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