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March 28, 2013 
 
Update on UrbanFootprint Functionality 
 
Issue: SACOG has been working with Calthorpe Associates on transitioning its land use modeling platform from  
I-PLACES3S to UrbanFootprint. 
 
Recommendation: None, this item is for information only.   
 
Discussion: In August 2012, the SACOG Board approved a contract with Calthorpe Associates to begin helping 
SACOG move away from I-PLACE3S to UrbanFootprint, with initial work focused on updating the SACOG base year 
to 2012 as needed in the creation of the next MTP/SCS. 
 
As planning and technology have evolved in recent years, more options for land use modeling tools have become 
available.  SACOG needed a tool that shared functionality with I-PLACE3S, such as being internet based and 
allowing multi-users, yet offers several advantages over the current platform, like easier expandability.  
UrbanFootprint was developed and deployed across the state by Calthorpe Associates as part of the Vision California 
process, and has been tested in other parts of the country.  I-PLACE3S and UrbanFootprint were the only web-based, 
dynamic scenario creation and land use modeling tools SACOG staff found during their research.  One major 
difference between these tools, however, is that UrbanFootprint was developed using “open source” software.  Open 
source software generally allows users to change and distribute the software without copyright and/or licensing issues 
or costs.  As a result, open source programs are often developed in a very collaborative manner with a wider user base 
from which to learn and exchange information.  SACOG engaged in several discussions with the national Open 
Source Planning Tools Ecosystem working group, UC Davis, State Office of Planning and Research, and the Strategic 
Growth Council about available tools, and felt UrbanFootprint had the potential for a wide user base across the state, 
for which SACOG would be a catalyst. 
 
In order for SACOG to maintain the same detailed level of modeling allowed in I-PLACE3S, some enhancements to 
UrbanFootprint were needed. This included:  parcel level scenario creation and analysis; the ability to run reports and 
conduct analysis; map visualization at an aggregated level; enhancements to land use categories and how they interact 
with the scenario; and user interface upgrades. 
 
SACOG staff is seeking action from the Government Relations and Public Affairs committee to allow for another 
contract with Calthorpe Associates to further enhance UrbanFootprint by bringing in the RUCS functionality so 
additional analysis can be conducted. RUCS functionality includes enhancements to the model’s land use categories to 
include rural and agricultural uses, the addition of agricultural related policy levers, RUCS related metrics and 
mapping, and further user interface enhancements. 
 
These functions will be discussed and presented at the committee meeting. 
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