
 
 
 
 

Item #13-5-5 
S AC O G  B o ar d  o f  D i r e c t or s  C o n s e nt   
 
May 9, 2013 
 
Endorse Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery V Nomination Process 
 
Issue:  Should the Board confirm the Transportation Committees recommendations for the TIGER V capital 
grant program at-large category and rural category? 
  
Recommendation:  The Transportation Committee unanimously recommends, as delegated to the 
Transportation Committee Chair and Vice Chairs, that the Board conditionally endorse the project 
nominations received from Caltrans, the City of Rancho Cordova, and Yolo County if the ability to meet the 
necessary local match and project delivery requirements is demonstrated by June 1.  
 
Committee Action/Discussion:  On April 22, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) released the 
notice of funding availability for the fifth round of the Transportation Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER V) program.  The TIGER V program will award a total of $474 million to fund highway, 
bridge, transit, port and passenger and freight rail projects.  Applications will be accepted between April 29 
and June 3, 2013.  This condensed application development and submittal window is necessitating SACOG 
staff to solicit candidate projects in tandem with the May SACOG Board and committee cycle.  
 
The TIGER program is highly competitive.  The previous four rounds of the TIGER program provided $3.1 
billion to 218 projects in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  The SACOG region in the 
past has been successful in securing this highly sought after funding source.  Most recently, in the TIGER IV 
process, the City of Sacramento was successful in securing $15 million for the Intermodal Transportation 
Facility. 
 
Staff solicited TIGER V project nominations from local agencies, transit districts, and Caltrans in the 
four-county SACOG region comprised of Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo, and Yuba counties.  The El Dorado 
County Transportation Commission and the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency have separate 
processes for their respective counties.  Only three projects came forward for consideration, primarily due 
to the short timeline allowed for completing project development.  It should be noted that endorsement of 
the Caltrans project is conditional upon the confirmation that a local match can be secured and the project 
can meet the project development deadlines required through the TIGER V program. 
 
The TIGER program has two defined funding categories, “at-large” and “rural areas.”  For the “at-large” 
category, applications must be between $10 and $200 million total and have a 20 percent non-federal match.  
SACOG staff recommends endorsement of the following TIGER V at-large projects:  
 

• Caltrans: US-50 Operational Improvement Projects (estimated $16.8 M federal request).  
Operational improvements at various locations along the US 50 corridor in the City of Sacramento 
between the US 50 / Stockton Boulevard interchange and the US 50 / Howe Avenue interchange. 
The operational improvements include installing ramp meters and carpool bypass lanes and widening 
on-ramps to avoid queuing onto local streets.  

 
 
 



• Rancho Cordova:  White Rock Road – Sunrise Boulevard to City Limits (estimated $10.3M 
federal request).  On existing 6-lane White Rock Road, from Sunrise Boulevard to Luyung Drive: 
construct improvements, including Class II bikeway.  On White Rock Road from Luyung Drive to 
eastern city limits: widen and reconstruct from 2 to 4 lanes and construct Class II bikeway. 

 
For the “rural areas” category, applications must be between $1 and $10 million.  DOT may increase the 
federal share above 80 percent only for projects located in “rural areas,” in which case DOT may fund up to 
100 percent of the costs of a project.  SACOG staff recommends endorsement of the following TIGER V 
rural area project: 
 

• Yolo County: County Road 31 (Covell Blvd) Farm-to-Market Safety Corridor (estimated $5M 
federal request).  This project will recycle 100 percent of the existing road in place, producing a high 
quality road structural section that will improve the rural-urban connection along the primary east-
west connector in the southwestern part of Yolo County.  It is a priority farm-to-market corridor in 
Yolo County and also serves as an important road connecting the urbanized area of the City of Davis 
to I-505, and to the City of Winters.  Safety and multi-modal access improvements will also enhance 
the corridor’s ability to serve regional recreational facilities (i.e., Putah Creek, Solano Lake and Lake 
Berryessa), the University of California at Davis, and Yolo County airports. 

 
In the process to identify potential TIGER V project proposals, staff from federal agencies, Caltrans, and 
SACOG are emphasizing that this is a unique, limited funding opportunity from DOT.  SACOG and 
member agencies are not guaranteed any funds through the process, and national competition is likely to be 
just as high as or higher than four prior TIGER rounds.  The previous four rounds of the TIGER program 
provided $3.1 billion to 218 projects in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.   
 
The TIGER V program has many similarities to the previous TIGER IV program, but with a few notable 
differences.  Applications must demonstrate that the project can meet all local, state, and federal 
requirements by June 30, 2014, to obligate funding in advance of September 30, 2014.  Additionally, 
short-term economic impact, including employment, is now included in the primary criterion of economic 
competitiveness.  Other performance outcomes remain the same and include safety, improving the 
condition of existing transportation facilities and systems, improving energy efficiency and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, improving the safety of U.S. transportation facilities, and improving the quality 
of living and working environments of communities through increased transportation choices and 
connections.   
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