
 
 

  Item #12-4-5 
Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee              Action 
 
March 29, 2012 
 
Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Grant Opportunity 
 
Issue: The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) have announced a funding opportunity, The Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge, A 
Coordinated Initiative to Advance Regional Competiveness. 
 
Recommendation:  That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend that the Board 
authorize SACOG staff to partner with Valley Vision and UC Davis to submit a proposal for funding through 
The Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge, A Coordinated Initiative to Advance Regional 
Competiveness funding opportunity. 
 
Discussion:  The USDA and EDA have pooled funding from various grants to offer The Rural Jobs and 
Innovation Accelerator Challenge, A Coordinated Initiative to Advance Regional Competiveness funding 
opportunity. The goal of the funding is to “promote opportunities for accelerated job creation and community 
and economic development in rural regions through regional collaboration in numerous high-potential industry 
clusters…” Roughly 20 regions will be selected for funding totaling $14.3 million ($10 million from EDA and 
$4.3 million from USDA). Regions may receive up to $715,000. Applications are due on May 9th and awards 
will be made approximately two months later. 
 
Due to the timing of the application deadline, staff is seeking authority to submit a proposal prior to a final 
determination of the proposal specifics and the partners’ ability to generate sufficient matching funds to meet 
the requirements of the funding opportunity. Board authorization would enable staff to continue working with 
Valley Vision and UC Davis to apply for this funding, if feasible. The funding would support the RUCS project, 
the Next Economy effort and UC Davis’ objectives for technology transfer. Valley Vision would be the lead 
organization and would work with counties and rural communities on ways to prepare for new economic 
opportunities stemming from UC Davis agricultural research and development. A key component of that 
preparation would be coordinating with local staff to use the innovations, data and analysis capabilities available 
in the RUCS toolkit. Staff will update the committee at its meeting on progress in developing the grant proposal. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Key Staff: Rebecca Sloan, Director of External Affairs & Member Services, (916) 340-6224 
  David Shabazian, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6231 
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