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Sacramento Region Food System Multiplier Project 
 
Issue: SACOG’s Food System Multipliers project is seeking updated data and tools to better quantify the 
total economic contribution of the region’s specialty food system.  
 
Recommendation: None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: SACOG’s RUCS program has received a grant from the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture to conduct a Food System Multiplier study for the region. The study will provide a fuller 
picture of the interconnected economic activity in the regional food system, from supply companies to 
food production, aggregation, processing, distribution and ultimately consumption. Public and private 
sector stakeholders are seeking this work to provide much-needed data to support agricultural investments 
and appropriate policies. 
 
The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee was last briefed on the project at its October 2015 
meeting. In the February 2016 meeting of the LUNR committee, RUCS staff will provide a brief overview 
of the project and where it is heading, including efforts to date to quantify economic activity in the food 
system. Regional efforts have identified agriculture and food as one of the area’s key industry clusters and 
call for strategies to build upon this important economic activity. Yet the most comprehensive multiplier 
estimates for agriculture in the region rely on data from the year 2002—before the economic recession and 
substantial changes in both the local and global food system—making it more difficult to identify 
appropriate investments and support.  Staff will highlight how the Food System Multiplier project 
responds to this gap, and fits into a larger process to better understand the drivers of our region’s key 
clusters and strategically plan for sustained economic opportunity and growth. 
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