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Approve Funding for Memorandum of Agreement with CALCOG 
 
Issue: Should SACOG participate in a five-party Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for a joint 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Coordinator?  
 
Recommendation: That the Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommend 
that the Board of Directors approve funding for a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between 
California Association of Councils of Governments (CALCOGS) and the Big 4 MPOs: SACOG, 
the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC), San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG), and CALCOG for a 
Coordinator to facilitate and improve collaboration between our agencies.  
 
Discussion: SACOG has been an active member of CALCOG for many years. As the 
association representing MPOs and councils of government statewide, CALCOG has 
increasingly played an important role in informing, convening, and problem-solving with 
regional agencies. CALCOG has well represented regional agency interests concerning federal 
and state policies and programs, with SACOG benefiting from participating in a larger coalition.  
 
Since the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 375, CALCOG’s role has become even more important on 
issues such as regional plan guidelines and greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets. The Big 4 
MPOs, who represent the largest metropolitan areas and 80 percent of the state’s population, 
particularly benefit when CALCOG shares information and facilitates dialogue between 
agencies.  
 
In recent years, state requirements for developing regional transportation plans and Sustainable 
Communities Strategies have become increasingly complex. MPOs must now address 
performance-based outcomes, climate change, sustainable freight strategies, shared mobility and 
private transportation services, and anticipate future technological advances. However, MPOs 
have not received funding to match this complexity. In 2016, CALCOG’s Executive Director 
proposed adding a Coordinator to CALCOG’s staff specifically to support the Big 4 MPOs. The 
coordinator position is designed to help our respective executive, technical, policy, and 
communications staffs better share information, and work together more closely to develop plans 
and practices that yield better transportation efficiencies and GHG reductions, while still 
recognizing our regional diversity.   
 
SACOG’s base dues to CALCOG are currently $29,990 a year, but do not cover the costs 
associated with the Big 4 coordinator position. The MOA with CALCOG calls for a total annual 
contribution of $120,000 from the four MPOs, with SACOG’s share set at $19,527 per year for 
four years. These amounts can be covered through SACOG’s annual revenues. Given the value 
of greater coordination with the other three large MPOs in the state, staff recommends Board 
approval of SACOG’s participation in the MOA and annual contributions towards the joint 
Coordinator.  
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
          
JC:MC:jl 
 
Key Staff:  Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Erik Johnson, Director of Administration & Local Government Services, 
(916) 340-6247 

  Matt Carpenter, Director of Transportation Services, (916) 340-6276 
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