
 

Item #12-8-4 

Land Use & Air Quality Committee             Information 
 

July 26, 2012 

Water Issues Update 

Issue: Update on water issues. 

Recommendation: None; this item is informational. 

Discussion: Since the Committee last met, staff has continued to work with SACOG’s partners in the North 
State Water Alliance (Regional Water Authority, Northern California Water Association, Mountain Counties 
Water Resources Association, and Metro Chamber). Staff has also monitored developments with the Delta 
Stewardship Council’s Delta Plan and the State Natural Resources Agency and U.S. Department of Interior’s 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan. 

The Delta Stewardship Council had a statutory deadline for adopting a Delta Plan this past January. The Council 
is on its sixth version of the plan. The current version is significantly better than the earlier drafts, which could 
have had significant adverse impacts on our region. However, two issues of concern remain. In June, the North 
State Water Alliance wrote to the Delta Stewardship Council to express concerns about the issues of reduced 
reliance on the Delta and increased regional self-reliance. The letter is included as Attachment A. The Delta 
Stewardship Council has yet to adopt a final Delta Plan, as the issues raised by the Alliance were raised by others 
and have yet to be addressed. 

As part of the 2012-13 budget package the Legislature postponed the statewide water bond measure from 
November 2012 to November 2014.  

The Bay-Delta Conservation Plan continues to move forward as an attempt to address environmental issues 
related to conveyance of water through the Delta. On July 25, the Governor and U.S. Secretary of the Interior, 
Ken Salazar, made a statement about peripheral tunnels (Attachment B). This issue directly impacts the southern 
portion of the SACOG region. On July 24, the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to 
oppose this proposal. Staff will bring forward any additional information at the committee meeting. Alliance 
partners Northern California Water Association and Regional Water Authority issued a response to the State-
Federal statement (Attachment C). 

Staff was recently involved in a regional water resources tour for the State Water Resource Control Board 
organized by the Northern California Water Association. Staff presented the Rural-Urban Connections Strategy 
(RUCS) project, which was well received by the attending board members and their staff. Board members were 
particularly interested in the regional approach to both urban and rural planning and economic development and 
the technical capacity that has been built for the RUCS project. The usefulness of these tools for statewide 
planning and water resource analysis was noted.  

Approved by: 

 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

Attachments 
Key Staff: Kirk Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 
  David Shabazian, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6231 
  Erik Johnson, Government & Media Affairs Coordinator, (916) 340-6247 



 

 June 12, 2012 

 

Joe Grindstaff 

Executive Director 

Delta Stewardship Council 

980 Ninth Street, Suite 1500 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Mr. Grindstaff: 

 

The North State Water Alliance appreciates the progress in the Sixth Draft Delta 

Plan (Draft Delta Plan, May 14, 2012).  As the Delta Stewardship Council 

(Council) takes up the matter of crafting the final Delta Plan, we remain very 

concerned regarding the way the Draft Delta Plan confuses the issues of 

“reduced reliance on the Delta” and “increased regional self-reliance” with 

respect to water supplies in Northern California within the Delta watershed.  

 

As you know, the North State Water Alliance was created to promote 

responsible solutions for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that protect the 

economy, environment and quality of life in Northern California. North state 

water suppliers and users are aggressively pursuing water use efficiency, water 

recycling, advanced water technologies, local and regional water supply 

projects, and improved regional coordination of local and regional water supply 

efforts, as required in Water Code §85021.  We have also pursued a number of 

actions in the region to balance and thus ensure reliable water supplies for both 

economic purposes and sustainable ecosystems.   

 

In the “Water Resources” chapter of the Draft Delta Plan, however, we believe 

staff has misinterpreted the language and intent of Water Code §85021 in a 

manner that may violate §85031(a), and would be detrimental to water suppliers 

serving water for various beneficial uses within the Delta watershed. The Draft 

Delta Plan suggests that water suppliers within the Delta watershed should 

decrease their future use of local water sources.  This simply does not make 

sense for areas upstream of the Delta and it is at odds with the area-of-origin 

laws, the specific purpose of which is to protect the ability of communities in 

the Delta watershed to use their local water supplies and have maximum 

flexibility to meet future needs. 
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Importantly, while our per capita urban use will continue to decline and farms are applying less water to 

their fields, the economic outputs and productivity in the region have increased. To sustain these 

efficiency improvements and to provide water for economic and environmental purposes throughout the 

region, Northern California water suppliers will continue to rely on access to existing water rights and 

supplies, while maximizing flexibility to actively manage the water resources in the region. These 

supplies are critical to meeting both present and future water supplies in a growing region with numerous 

demands on the water.  

 

We therefore urge the Council to amend its concept of “regional self reliance” with respect to water users 

within the Delta watershed as suggested in the attached document. To protect water rights consistent with 

§85031(a), the Delta Plan’s interpretation of §85021 should recognize the need for maximum flexibility 

and the increased water use of local and regional water sources within the Delta watershed.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Delta Plan.  We look forward to 

continuing to work with the Council in crafting the Final Delta Plan.  If you have any questions, 

please contact any of the undersigned. 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 

 

John Woodling 

Executive Director 

Regional Water Authority 

 

 

 

 

Roger Niello 

President and CEO 

Sacramento Metro Chamber 

 

 

 

Mike McKeever 

Chief Executive Officer 

Sacramento Area Council of Governments 

 

 

 

cc: Council Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Guy 

President 

Northern California Water Association 

 

 

 

 

John Kingsbury 

Executive Director 

Mountain County Water Resources Association 
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North State Water Alliance 
 

Proposed Edits to Sixth Draft Delta Plan 

Edits to Reflect Water Code Section 85021’s Two Sentences 

 

June 6, 2012 

 

Issue: The sixth draft Delta Plan misinterprets Water Code section 85021
1
 by combining 

the separate standards stated in section 85021’s two sentences into one metric that 

is unworkable for the Delta watershed.  Specifically, the sixth draft states a metric 

under which “a significant reduction in net water use, or in the percentage of 

water used, from the Delta watershed” would be how consistency with section 

85021 would be measured.  (Sixth draft, pp. 100, 109.)  This metric does not 

accurately reflect the second sentence in section 85021, which states: 

 

Each region that depends on water from the Delta watershed shall 

improve its regional self-reliance for water through investment in 

water use efficiency, water recycling, advanced water 

technologies, local and regional water supply projects, and 

improved regional coordination of local and regional water supply 

efforts. 

 

Several of the types of water management projects identified in this portion of 

section 85021 – especially, “local and regional water supply projects” and 

“improved regional coordination of local and regional water supply efforts” – 

involve existing and future water use in the Delta watershed.  Such changes may 

be necessary not only to meet growing demands with the only available supplies, 

but also to allow for increased diversions in wet periods to enable reduced 

diversions in dry periods.  For example, conjunctive-use programs in the 

watershed might involve such measures.  Section 85021 therefore must be 

interpreted to allow flexibility to meet changing demands in the watershed.  

Section 85021 also be interpreted in this manner to be consistent with other parts 

of the Delta Reform Act, specifically sections 85031(a) – which protects area-of-

origin rights in the watershed – and 85302(i) – which states that nothing in the 

Act affects “[a]ny water right.” 

 

Solution: Revise Delta Plan discussion of section 85021 to state an appropriate metric for 

the Delta watershed.  It must recognize that watershed agencies are necessarily 

dependent on local supplies to meet present and future needs.  This metric should 

measure whether watershed agencies are implementing the management measures 

that the Legislature listed in section 85021’s second sentence. 

 

                                                 
 

1
Further references to statutes are to Water Code sections.  
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Proposed Edits to Sixth Draft Delta Plan (insertion underlined, deletions in strikeout): 

 

1. Chapter 1, page 5, lines 35-37: 

 

Consistent with the longstanding water rights in California, it also reduces reliance 

on the Delta and improves regional self-reliance in areas that rely on water from 

the Delta watershed by recommending that all local agencies implement local or 

regional plans to diversify and integrate supplies and improve efficiency. 

 

2. Chapter 1, page 21, lines 30-32: 

 

Consistent with the longstanding water rights in California, it also reduces reliance 

on the Delta and improves regional self-reliance in areas that rely on water from 

the Delta watershed by recommending that all local agencies implement local or 

regional plans to diversify and integrate water supplies and improve efficiency. 

 

3. Chapter 3, page 68, green text block: 

 

Regions that use water from the Delta watershed will reduce their reliance on this 

water for reasonable and beneficial uses, and improve their regional self-reliance 

for water through investment in water use efficiency, water recycling, advanced 

water technologies, local and regional water supply projects, and improved 

regional coordination of local and regional water supply efforts, consistent with 

existing water rights and the State’s area of origin statutes and Reasonable Use and 

Public Trust Doctrines. 

 

■ This will be done by improving, investing in, and implementing programs 

and projects that, among other things, increase water conservation and 

efficiency, increase water recycling, expand existing storage, implement 

new storage projects, improve groundwater management, improve source 

water supply reliability through integrated land use and resources 

management actions and enhance regional coordination of local and 

regional water supply development efforts, and the use of advanced water 

technologies. 

 

4. Chapter 3, page 68, line 17, through page 69, line 2: 

 

The Delta crisis cannot be resolved by taking actions in the Delta alone.  The Delta 

Reform Act establishes a new policy for California of reducing “reliance on the 

Delta in meeting California’s future water supplies” (Water Code section 85021).  

Reduced reliance is to be achieved through “a statewide strategy of investing in 

improved regional supplies, conservation, and water use efficiency.”  Consistent 

with longstanding water rights protected by the Act (Water Code section 85302(i)), 

the Act also states that “each region that depends on water from the Delta 

watershed shall improve its regional self-reliance through investment in water use 

efficiency, water recycling, advanced water technologies, local and regional water 

supply projects, and improved regional coordination of local and regional water 

supply efforts.” 
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5. Chapter 3, page 69, lines 7-9: 

 

An integrated approach that includes increased water use efficiency, regional 

diversification and integration of water supplies, reduced reliance on water from 

the Delta watershed and, concurrent improvements to storage statewide and 

improved Delta infrastructure will help to meet California’s future water supply 

needs by building the resiliency and reliability of California’s water supply. 

 

6. Chapter 3, page 69, lines 17-18: 

 

Regions that use water from the Delta watershed will have reduced their reliance 

on this water improved their regional self-reliance.” 

 

7. Chapter 3, page 76, line 36: 

 

... appropriative) exceeds the surface water supplies that are available in some 

streams, if all the right-holders fully perfected and... 

 

8. Chapter 3, page 78, lines 7-9: 

 

As stated in Water Code section 85021, Sstate law policy is “to reduce reliance on 

the Delta in meeting California’s future water supply needs through a statewide 

strategy of investing in improved regional supplies, conservation, and water use 

efficiency.” now requires all water suppliers who use water from the Delta or the 

Delta watershed to reduce their reliance on those supplies to meet future water 

supply needs through a statewide strategy of investing in improved regional 

supplies, conservation, and water use efficiency. The State law requires that State 

policy also is, as also stated in Water Code section 85021, that, “(E)ach region that 

depends on water from the Delta watershed shall improve its regional self-reliance 

for water through investment in water use efficiency, water recycling, advanced 

water  technologies, local and regional water supply projects, and improved 

regional coordination of local and regional water supply efforts.” (Water Code 

section 85021). These strategies will provide new water supplies for the coming 

century; will help protect the Delta’s beleaguered ecosystem; and, combined with 

State improvements in the Delta, will provide a more reliable water supply for 

California. 

 

9. Chapter 3, page 88, lines 29-31: 

 

. . . because of limited funding and restrictions in some of the grant provisions. The 

section, Local Water Management in California, later in this chapter, provides 

further detail on the range of options and describes necessary steps that regions 

should take to improve regional self-reliance and, for those regions that divert 

water from the Delta, contribute to the statewide goal of reducinge reliance on the 

Delta.” 

 

10. Chapter, 3, page 92, lines 31-34: 
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Water developed through these activities can help reduce conflicts among urban, 

agricultural, and environmental uses, and can contribute to the ability of regions in 

California statewide to reduce their reliance on the Delta, and for those regions that 

depend on water from the Delta watershed, to improve their regional self-

sufficiency. 

 

11. Chapter 3, page 94, green text block, paragraph 1: 

 

Significant improvements in water management are being implemented throughout 

California, especially in regions that rely upon water from the Delta. The 2010 

Urban Water Management Plan updates and voluntary Integrated Regional Water 

Management Plan (IRWMP) grant applications filed in 2010 provide insight into 

what individual water agencies and regional planning efforts are doing to improve 

water efficiency measures and develop additional local water supplies to reduce 

statewide reliance on water from the Delta and, for those regions that use water 

from the Delta watershed, to improve their regional self-sufficiency. Some 

examples follow.  

 

12. Chapter 3, page 100, lines 1-13: 

 

An assessment of future water supply reliability is now required in Urban Water 

Management and Agricultural Water Management Plans as well as in voluntary 

regional water planning documents known as IRWMPs. For areas that rely upon 

water from the Delta watershed, the failure of many water suppliers to identify and 

evaluate actions to reduce their reliance on the Delta is a significant impediment to 

achieving the coequal goals. 

 

Problem Statement 

 

The lack of full participation by water suppliers throughout California to 

implement laws, programs, and projects that improve water efficiency and expand 

local and regional water supplies, and reduce reliance on the Delta watershed 

contributes to higher water demands and less water supply to meet these demands.  

A lack of growth in local or regional efficiency or supplies may impose greater 

pressure on the Delta ecosystem for its water, and more vulnerability to the impacts 

of climate change and catastrophic events. At a minimum, all water suppliers 

should demonstrate full compliance with applicable State water efficiency and 

management laws, goals, and regulations to demonstrate reasonable and beneficial 

use of the state’s water resources. 

 

13. Chapter 3, page 100, lines 23-30: 

 

For the purposes of this policy, “reducing reliance on the Delta and adequately 

contributing to improved regional self-reliance” means a significant reduction in 

net water use, or in the percentage of water used, from the Delta watershed, which 

may be achieved through investment in water use efficiency, water recycling, 

advanced water technologies, local and regional water supply projects, and 
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improved regional coordination of local and regional water supply efforts, and at a 

minimum, must be achieved through compliance with existing state laws regarding 

water conservation, water efficiency and urban and agricultural water management 

planning.  

 

14. Chapter 3, page 101, lines 24-36: 

 

Water suppliers that receive water from the Delta or the Delta watershed should 

include an expanded Water Supply Reliability Element, starting in 20120, as part 

of the update of its Urban Water Management Plan, Agricultural Water 

Management Plan, Integrated Water Management Plan or other plan that provides 

equivalent information about the supplier’s planned investments in water use 

efficiency conservation and water supply development. The expanded Water 

Supply Reliability Element should detail how those water suppliers who receive 

water from the Delta are contributing to the goal of reducing reliance on the Delta. 

Those water users who receive water from the Delta watershed should show how 

they are improving regional self-reliance.  The plans should illustrate the programs 

and projects that will be consistent with and improving regional self-reliance 

consistent with Water Code section 85021. through investments in local and 

regional programs and projects, and should document achievement of a reduction 

in net water use, or in percentage of water used from the Delta watershed. At a 

minimum, these plans should include a plan for possible interruption of Delta any 

water supplies exported from the Delta up to 36 months due to catastrophic events, 

evaluation of the regional water balance, a climate change vulnerability assessment 

and an evaluation of the extent to which the supplier’s rate structure promotes and 

sustains efficient water use.” 

 

15. Chapter 3, page 101, line 41: 

 

. . . suppliers can implement WR - R4 by 201520. 

 

16. Chapter 3, page 103, lines 12-16:
2
 

 

Water suppliers that receive water from the Delta watershed, and that obtain a 

significant percentage of their long-term average water supplies from groundwater 

sources should develop and implement sustainable groundwater management plans 

that are consistent with both the required and recommended components of local 

groundwater management plans identified by the Department of Water Resources’ 

Bulletin 118 (Update 2003) by December 31, 2014. “ 

 

17. Chapter 3, page 108, lines 13-18: 

 

Reduced Reliance for water use from on the Delta Watershed and improved 

regional self-reliance for those agencies that receive water from the Delta 

                                                 
 

2
The groundwater storage graph on page 97 of the sixth draft Delta Plan indicates that there is no 

significant overall groundwater problem in the Delta watershed, which comprises the Sacramento, Delta and 

Eastside Streams and San Joaquin Basin.  
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watershed. The Delta Plan identifies two core measures of water management 

consistent with Water Code section 85021.  The first is for statewide reduced 

reliance on the Delta for meeting future water supply needs. The second is that 

each region that depends on water from the Delta watershed shall improve its 

regional self-reliance.: a significant reduction in net water use, or in the percentage 

of water used, from the Delta watershed. Potential additional measures should be 

identified and evaluated, especially those that, when implemented in the Delta and 

the upper watershed, will benefit the Delta (amount of water, quality of water, and 

timing of flows) and contribute to reduced reliance on the Delta watershed, 

consistent with Water Code section 85021.  

 

18. Chapter 3, page 109, lines 6-8: 

 

Water suppliers that receive water from the Delta watershed have documented 

achievements of improved regional self-reliance through investment in water use 

efficiency, water recycling, advanced water technologies, local and regional water 

supply projects, and improved regional coordination of local and regional water 

supply efforts, consistent with existing water rights and the State’s area of origin 

statutes and Reasonable Use and Public Trust Doctrines.” net reductions in volume 

of water used from Delta or expansion of local supplies relative to Delta water use. 

(WR R4) 

 

19. Chapter 6, page 229, lines 9-13: 

 

The State Water Resources Control Board and Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board should consider requiring participation by all relevant water 

users that are supplied water from the Delta or the Delta Watershed, or discharge 

significant amounts of wastewater to the Delta or the Delta Watershed, and make a 

demonstrable contribution to the problems addressed by  to participate in the 

Central Valley Salinity Alternatives for Long-Term Sustainability Program (CV-

SALTS) to participate in that program.  
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Date: July 25, 2012 

Richard Stapler (California): (916) 653-9402 

Blake Androff (DOI): 202-208-6416 

Jim Milbury (NOAA): 310-245-7114 

 

Governor Brown and Obama Administration Outline Path Forward for 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan  

California, Interior, NOAA Reaffirm commitment to comprehensive solution to California’s 

water supplies and a healthy ecosystem  
 

SACRAMENTO, CA – California Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, and National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Assistant Administrator for Fisheries Eric Schwaab today outlined 

revisions to the proposed Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) that, along with a full range of alternative proposals, 

will undergo a rigorous public environmental review in the coming months. In announcing the path forward for an 

enhanced BDCP process, the officials emphasized that California’s water system is unsustainable from an 

environmental and economic perspective, and that the BDCP is a key part of a comprehensive solution to achieve the 

dual goals of a reliable water supply for California and a healthy California Bay Delta ecosystem that supports the 

State’s economy.  

 

Population growth, habitat loss and ongoing threats to levee stability and water supply have crippled the California Bay 

Delta, threatening the health and economies of California communities. The revised approach, which is grounded in 

science, is designed to help restore fish populations, protect water quality, and improve the reliability of water supplies 

for all water users who receive deliveries from state and federal projects. It improves on key aspects of previous 

proposals and offers a strong governance model, financing options, a scientific review process and a steadfast 

conservation foundation for a new water conveyance facility to move water and help restore the health of the ecosystem.  

 

"A healthy Delta ecosystem and a reliable water supply are profoundly important to California's future," said Governor 

Brown. "This proposal balances the concerns of those who live and work in the Delta, those who rely on it for water and 

those who appreciate its beauty, fish, waterfowl and wildlife." 

 

“As broken and outdated as California’s water system is, we are also closer than ever to forging a lasting and 

sustainable solution that strengthens California’s water security and restores the health of the Delta,” said Secretary 

Salazar. “Through our joint federal-state partnership, and with science as our guide, we are a taking a comprehensive 

approach to tackling California’s water problems when it comes to increasing efficiency and improving conservation. 

Today marks an important step forward in transforming a shared vision into a practical, effective solution. With 

California’s water system at constant risk of failure, nobody can afford the dangers or costs of inaction.” 

 

“The status quo isn’t working for fish, communities around or dependent upon the Bay Delta, economic development, 

or water resources management,” said Dr. Jane Lubchenco, Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere 

and NOAA Administrator. “Our proposed changes to the BDCP reflect important improvements in shaping a 

comprehensive strategy to fix a broken system. Because this is a complicated issue and we do not have all the answers 

today, we will continue to evaluate and refine the proposal. We call upon the many participants throughout California to 

join us in staying focused on science-based solutions.”   
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The elements of a preferred proposal include the construction of water intake facilities with a total capacity of 9,000 

cubic feet per second -- down from an earlier proposal of 15,000 cfs – operations of which would be phased in over 

several years and a conveyance designed to use gravity flow to maximize energy efficiency and to minimize 

environmental impact. Many other alternatives, including no conveyance facility, and facilities with capacities ranging 

from 3,000 to 15,000 cfs, will also be fully considered as part of the upcoming environmental review process.  

 

Governor Brown and Secretary Salazar affirmed their commitment to continue working with water users, non-

governmental organizations and local governments to achieve the co-equal goals in a manner that incentivizes reduced, 

efficient water use throughout California and that protects and enhances the unique cultural, recreational, natural 

resource, and agricultural values of the Delta. 

 

Having identified the key elements of a proposal, the parties expect to issue a draft Bay Delta Conservation Plan and 

corresponding Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement for public review this fall. In recognition 

that water supply reliability and affordability elements are vitally important to the public water agencies who are 

expected to pay for any proposed facilities, the state and federal agencies will work intensively with the public water 

agencies and other interested parties over the next 90 days to address these important questions. State and federal 

agencies will continue to refine the proposals announced today and will issue a major progress report after the 

completion of this initial work. 

 

The proposal outlined today is based on shared objectives, including: 
 Science: In order to determine the benefits of additional habitat and Delta outflow to fish, the State and U.S. 

governments are developing a process, including independent scientific review, to ensure that science is playing a 

neutral and informative role in determining a way forward for the BDCP. All parties, including water users, 

conservation groups and public agencies will be invited to fully participate in the process. Science will guide how to 

best restore the ecosystem and how much water can be exported. 

 

 Conservation: The BDCP will contain biological goals and objectives to improve the status of a wide variety of listed 

species and species of concern under the Endangered Species Act, and will quickly implement new habitat projects in 

the Suisun Marsh and the Delta upon completion of appropriate environmental reviews. 

 

 Cooperation and Governance: State and U.S. governments will work cooperatively with local water agencies, 

environmental organizations, and Delta governments and districts under a proposed governance structure to achieve an 

open, transparent, and inclusive process, allowing affected parties to play an appropriate role in the governance and 

implementation of the BDCP. 
 

 Finance: State and U.S. governments are committed to the “user pay” principle, and the state and federal water 

contractors agree that the costs of the new water conveyance facility and associated mitigation of that facility will be 

paid through charges to the water users who would benefit from its development and operation. Habitat and other 

conservation measures in the BDCP would be financed in part by the contractors, but would mostly be paid by the state 

over a period of 40 years, with likely additional investment by the federal government through existing programs. 

 

 Adaptive Management: The proposal reflects the shared commitment by state and U.S. governments to incorporate 

adaptive management to ensure flexibility as factors such as climate change, new invasive species, and unexpected 

prolonged drought continue to affect the biology and water supplies of the Delta.  

s 

 Sustaining Delta Communities: The State and U.S. governments recognize the need to preserve the unique 

communities and agricultural productivity of the Delta.  State and federal agencies will continue investment in the Delta 

for flood protection, community development, and biological restoration.   
 



 Protecting Upstream Water Users: State and U.S. governments will make sure implementation of BDCP will not result 

in adverse effects on the water rights of those in the watershed of the Delta, nor will it impose any obligations on water 

users upstream of the Delta to supplement flows in and through the Delta.  
 

 Improved Water Management State-wide: State and U.S. governments will continue to explore new ways to satisfy 

competing water demands, including commitments to an Integrated Water Management approach, reducing water 

demand, increasing water supply, and improving efficiency of operations. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California and the Santa Clara Valley Water District - the two largest urban regional water agencies-- have committed to 

exceed the urban water savings target established in the 2009 Delta Reform Act by saving 700,000 acre-feet a year 

based on predicted future demands.  This includes a commitment by Southern California to annually save more water 

through conservation and recycling than it receives, on average, from Northern California, as well as a commitment 

from the Santa Clara County Water District to meet Silicon Valley’s future increases in demand through conservation 

and recycling. With respect to agricultural water use, the Bureau of Reclamation has worked with local water agencies 

to invest close to $50 million over the last eight years in efficiency improvements in California. Reclamation is now 

partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service to provide funding for projects that improve water 

management and create new supplies for agricultural irrigation.  In the last two years, approximately $15 million in 

federal funding has been invested in this effort. The State of California has invested more than $47 million in similar 

programs since 2001. 

 

For more information on today’s announcement, including a q&a document and information on how the proposal is 

expected to improve fish species, please visit: http://baydeltaconservationplan.com 

 

 

### 

http://baydeltaconservationplan.com/


 

Statement on the Bay-Delta 

July 25, 2012 

 
We appreciate Governor Brown, Secretary of Interior Salazar and NOAA Assistant 
Administor Schwaab gathering today to acknowledge that California has many 
important challenges in advancing a sound water policy that stabilizes water supplies for 
the future of California’s economy and environment.  
 
It is no secret that California has too many disparate efforts underway that will further 
destabilize California’s water system and stifle progress toward an environmentally and 
economically sustainable Bay-Delta solution. The new level of assertive leadership 
shown today and the active coordination of these various state and federal processes is 
critical to ensure that the state’s co-equal goals are not only met, but that sound 
decisions are made in a judicious manner to begin providing stability to California’s 
water system. We are both hopeful and encouraged that today marks the beginning of 
more concerted and coordinated leadership towards a Bay-Delta solution. 
 
Since the inception of the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) process, water 
suppliers that divert water upstream of the Delta have been actively following the BDCP 
process. Importantly, these entities will not be covered by the approvals and permits 
issued for the BDCP and will not rely upon the BDCP or related processes focused on 
the Delta to receive their water supplies. Thus, we have not directly participated in the 
BDCP process; however, upstream water suppliers have supported the state’s co-equal 
goals and have encouraged success in the formulation of the BDCP and related actions 
to help resolve the challenges in the Delta with an eye to stability in California’s water 
system.  

Our ability to help the BDCP process and related Delta-processes succeed is 
predicated upon the fact that water rights, supplies and regional self-sufficiency in areas 
upstream of the Delta will be fully honored. We laud the leadership and commitment 
today to “make sure implementation of BDCP will not result in adverse effects on the 
water rights of those in the watershed of the Delta, nor will it impose any obligations on 
water users upstream of the Delta to supplement flows in and through the Delta.” For 
the various Bay-Delta processes to be successful, the direct beneficiaries of these 
actions in the Bay-Delta must step forward and be fully responsible for any impacts or 
obligations (including appropriate mitigation) related to any flows and funding in these 
processes, and they must not injure any legal user of water or fish and wildlife upstream 
of the Delta.   
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For the area upstream of the Delta we represent, we remain committed to continue 
collaborative efforts to further develop innovative solutions that will benefit both the 
economy and the environment. We have a strong track record in this arena. The 
Sacramento Valley joins together a world-renowned mosaic of natural abundance: 
productive farmlands, wildlife refuges and managed wetlands, cities and rural 
communities, and meandering rivers that support and feed fisheries and natural 
habitats. Through efficient management of the region’s water resources, the 
Sacramento Valley will continue to provide what’s essential to California’s future 
success and prosperity: nourishment and sustenance from the fields, habitats for fish 
and wildlife, recreation and a special quality of life—the Sacramento Valley is home to 
all of this, and more. Our path forward is rooted in our continuing ability to rely upon our 
own water supplies to provide water for all these beneficial purposes—both now and 
into the future.  

Additionally, if the state and federal agencies are serious about achieving the co-equal 
goals of “providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring 
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem,” then new surface storage, such as Sites 
Reservoir in the Sacramento Valley, must be integrated with conveyance to maximize 
the operational flexibility of the existing water system. This linkage between smart 
storage and conveyance is critical for the future of California. This, in turn, will provide 
more stability to California’s water system. 

We look forward to working with state and federal leaders as well as our various 
partners, in developing a solution to the Bay-Delta. If you have any questions, please 
call David Guy at 916-442-8333 or John Woodling at 916-967-7692.  

For more information, please visit the North State Water Alliance website at 
www.northstatewater.org.  

A description of “What’s at Stake? The importance of protecting water resources in the 
Sacramento Valley” can be viewed at http://www.norcalwater.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07/17781_NCWA_WhatsAtStakeBrochure_v1_a10_FINAL_single
_LR.pdf.  
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