
 
 

Item #12-9-4 

Land Use & Air  Qual i ty Committee    Information 
August 23, 2012   

North State Water Alliance Update 

Issue: The North State Water Alliance has been actively participating in the various processes involving the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta to assure that state and federal policy leaders fully understand and embrace the North State principles 
adopted by the SACOG Board and many other boards throughout the region. 

Recommendation: None. This item is for information only. 

Discussion: The legislative debate in 2009 surrounding the Bay-Delta raised awareness by the board about the potential 
impact of the Delta actions on the region’s water resources and economy. SACOG formalized its commitment to working 
on these issues by adopting policy principles and participating in the creation of the North State Water Alliance (NSWA) 
in December 2011. Since then, staff has been collaborating with core members of the Alliance—including Northern 
California Water Association (NCWA), Regional Water Authority (RWA), Mountain Counties Water Resources 
Association (MCWRA), and the Sacramento Metro Chamber (Chamber)—to assess the impacts of the Delta Plan and 
other efforts on the north state region. John Woodling, RWA Executive Director, and David Guy, NCWA President, will 
provide an update to the committee on three important state efforts and how they may affect the region. 

Delta Plan 
The Delta Stewardship Council has made revisions to the Delta Plan, and a final draft is expected in September along 
with supplemental environmental documentation. As the Delta Plan has regulatory elements, it must also be approved by 
the Office of Administrative Law.  Conflict remains between the statutory assurances that the Plan will not affect water 
rights and the requirements in the Plan for reduced reliance on water from the Delta watershed by upstream water users. 
Most recently, the NSWA sent letters to the Delta Stewardship Council expressing concerns with the Delta Plan (see 
Attachment A). 

Bay-Delta Conservation Plan 
The NSWA is also tracking the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP), particularly after Governor Brown’s and Secretary 
of the Interior Salazar’s announcement on renewed efforts to complete the BDCP. Despite assurances that water rights 
and supplies of others will not be affected, many are still concerned with, among other issues, the uncertainty regarding 
the location and operation of peripheral conveyance tunnels, changes in operation of state and federal reservoirs, the 
amount of water available to south-of-Delta water contractors, fresh water needs in the Delta, land and water needs for 
habitat restoration. NCWA and RWA expressed concern with the BDCP (see Attachment B) and Sacramento County 
opposes the plan (see Attachment C). 

State Water Resources Control Board 
A key variable in these efforts is the amount of fresh water inflow to and outflow from the Delta to improve the health of 
the Delta ecosystem. Deliberations by the State Water Resources Control Board to determine a “flow standard” are 
ongoing and will soon include a series of workshops to facilitate input on selected topics including: Ecosystem Changes, 
Bay-Delta Fishery Resources, and Analytical Tools for Evaluating the Water Supply, Hydrodynamic and Hydropower 
Effects of the BDCP. The outcome of these workshops and decisions by the water board will have varying degrees of 
impacts on the region depending on the amount of environmental water needed from the Sacramento River watershed. 
The first phase of the SWRCB process is to update the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan, which will be followed by 
a water rights proceeding to implement the flow standard. The NSWA sent a letter to the SWRCB urging it to “recognize 
the important and diverse beneficial uses of water in Northern California upstream of the Delta” (see Attachment D). 
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Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

Attachments 
Key Staff: Kirk Trost, Chief Operating Officer, (916) 340-6210 
  David Shabazian, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6231 

Erik Johnson, Government & Media Affairs Coordinator, (916) 340-6247 



 

 June 12, 2012 

 

Joe Grindstaff 

Executive Director 

Delta Stewardship Council 

980 Ninth Street, Suite 1500 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Mr. Grindstaff: 

 

The North State Water Alliance appreciates the progress in the Sixth Draft Delta 

Plan (Draft Delta Plan, May 14, 2012).  As the Delta Stewardship Council 

(Council) takes up the matter of crafting the final Delta Plan, we remain very 

concerned regarding the way the Draft Delta Plan confuses the issues of 

“reduced reliance on the Delta” and “increased regional self-reliance” with 

respect to water supplies in Northern California within the Delta watershed.  

 

As you know, the North State Water Alliance was created to promote 

responsible solutions for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that protect the 

economy, environment and quality of life in Northern California. North state 

water suppliers and users are aggressively pursuing water use efficiency, water 

recycling, advanced water technologies, local and regional water supply 

projects, and improved regional coordination of local and regional water supply 

efforts, as required in Water Code §85021.  We have also pursued a number of 

actions in the region to balance and thus ensure reliable water supplies for both 

economic purposes and sustainable ecosystems.   

 

In the “Water Resources” chapter of the Draft Delta Plan, however, we believe 

staff has misinterpreted the language and intent of Water Code §85021 in a 

manner that may violate §85031(a), and would be detrimental to water suppliers 

serving water for various beneficial uses within the Delta watershed. The Draft 

Delta Plan suggests that water suppliers within the Delta watershed should 

decrease their future use of local water sources.  This simply does not make 

sense for areas upstream of the Delta and it is at odds with the area-of-origin 

laws, the specific purpose of which is to protect the ability of communities in 

the Delta watershed to use their local water supplies and have maximum 

flexibility to meet future needs. 
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Importantly, while our per capita urban use will continue to decline and farms are applying less water to 

their fields, the economic outputs and productivity in the region have increased. To sustain these 

efficiency improvements and to provide water for economic and environmental purposes throughout the 

region, Northern California water suppliers will continue to rely on access to existing water rights and 

supplies, while maximizing flexibility to actively manage the water resources in the region. These 

supplies are critical to meeting both present and future water supplies in a growing region with numerous 

demands on the water.  

 

We therefore urge the Council to amend its concept of “regional self reliance” with respect to water users 

within the Delta watershed as suggested in the attached document. To protect water rights consistent with 

§85031(a), the Delta Plan’s interpretation of §85021 should recognize the need for maximum flexibility 

and the increased water use of local and regional water sources within the Delta watershed.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Delta Plan.  We look forward to 

continuing to work with the Council in crafting the Final Delta Plan.  If you have any questions, 

please contact any of the undersigned. 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 

 

John Woodling 

Executive Director 

Regional Water Authority 

 

 

 

 

Roger Niello 

President and CEO 

Sacramento Metro Chamber 

 

 

 

Mike McKeever 

Chief Executive Officer 

Sacramento Area Council of Governments 

 

 

 

cc: Council Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Guy 

President 

Northern California Water Association 

 

 

 

 

John Kingsbury 

Executive Director 

Mountain County Water Resources Association 

 



 

Statement on the Bay-Delta 

July 25, 2012 

 
We appreciate Governor Brown, Secretary of Interior Salazar and NOAA Assistant 
Administor Schwaab gathering today to acknowledge that California has many 
important challenges in advancing a sound water policy that stabilizes water supplies for 
the future of California’s economy and environment.  
 
It is no secret that California has too many disparate efforts underway that will further 
destabilize California’s water system and stifle progress toward an environmentally and 
economically sustainable Bay-Delta solution. The new level of assertive leadership 
shown today and the active coordination of these various state and federal processes is 
critical to ensure that the state’s co-equal goals are not only met, but that sound 
decisions are made in a judicious manner to begin providing stability to California’s 
water system. We are both hopeful and encouraged that today marks the beginning of 
more concerted and coordinated leadership towards a Bay-Delta solution. 
 
Since the inception of the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) process, water 
suppliers that divert water upstream of the Delta have been actively following the BDCP 
process. Importantly, these entities will not be covered by the approvals and permits 
issued for the BDCP and will not rely upon the BDCP or related processes focused on 
the Delta to receive their water supplies. Thus, we have not directly participated in the 
BDCP process; however, upstream water suppliers have supported the state’s co-equal 
goals and have encouraged success in the formulation of the BDCP and related actions 
to help resolve the challenges in the Delta with an eye to stability in California’s water 
system.  

Our ability to help the BDCP process and related Delta-processes succeed is 
predicated upon the fact that water rights, supplies and regional self-sufficiency in areas 
upstream of the Delta will be fully honored. We laud the leadership and commitment 
today to “make sure implementation of BDCP will not result in adverse effects on the 
water rights of those in the watershed of the Delta, nor will it impose any obligations on 
water users upstream of the Delta to supplement flows in and through the Delta.” For 
the various Bay-Delta processes to be successful, the direct beneficiaries of these 
actions in the Bay-Delta must step forward and be fully responsible for any impacts or 
obligations (including appropriate mitigation) related to any flows and funding in these 
processes, and they must not injure any legal user of water or fish and wildlife upstream 
of the Delta.   
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For the area upstream of the Delta we represent, we remain committed to continue 
collaborative efforts to further develop innovative solutions that will benefit both the 
economy and the environment. We have a strong track record in this arena. The 
Sacramento Valley joins together a world-renowned mosaic of natural abundance: 
productive farmlands, wildlife refuges and managed wetlands, cities and rural 
communities, and meandering rivers that support and feed fisheries and natural 
habitats. Through efficient management of the region’s water resources, the 
Sacramento Valley will continue to provide what’s essential to California’s future 
success and prosperity: nourishment and sustenance from the fields, habitats for fish 
and wildlife, recreation and a special quality of life—the Sacramento Valley is home to 
all of this, and more. Our path forward is rooted in our continuing ability to rely upon our 
own water supplies to provide water for all these beneficial purposes—both now and 
into the future.  

Additionally, if the state and federal agencies are serious about achieving the co-equal 
goals of “providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring 
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem,” then new surface storage, such as Sites 
Reservoir in the Sacramento Valley, must be integrated with conveyance to maximize 
the operational flexibility of the existing water system. This linkage between smart 
storage and conveyance is critical for the future of California. This, in turn, will provide 
more stability to California’s water system. 

We look forward to working with state and federal leaders as well as our various 
partners, in developing a solution to the Bay-Delta. If you have any questions, please 
call David Guy at 916-442-8333 or John Woodling at 916-967-7692.  

For more information, please visit the North State Water Alliance website at 
www.northstatewater.org.  

A description of “What’s at Stake? The importance of protecting water resources in the 
Sacramento Valley” can be viewed at http://www.norcalwater.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07/17781_NCWA_WhatsAtStakeBrochure_v1_a10_FINAL_single
_LR.pdf.  

http://www.northstatewater.org/
http://www.norcalwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/17781_NCWA_WhatsAtStakeBrochure_v1_a10_FINAL_single_LR.pdf
http://www.norcalwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/17781_NCWA_WhatsAtStakeBrochure_v1_a10_FINAL_single_LR.pdf
http://www.norcalwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/17781_NCWA_WhatsAtStakeBrochure_v1_a10_FINAL_single_LR.pdf
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 April 25, 2012 
 
Charlie Hoppin, Chair 
Members of the Board 
State Water Resources Control Board  
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Chairman and Members of the Board:  
 
The North State Water Alliance (Alliance) urges the State Water Resources 
Control Board (Board), during its process to develop Bay-Delta flow objectives, 
to recognize the important and diverse beneficial uses of water in Northern 
California upstream of the Bay-Delta. The Alliance provides these comments to 
the Board’s January 24, 2012 Supplemental Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the 
Update and Implementation of the Water Quality Control Plan for the San 
Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (Bay-Delta Plan).  
 
More than 150 cities, counties, water suppliers, businesses, and community 
groups in Northern California have recently united to form the Alliance around 
our common interests in assuring sustainable water resources. The Alliance is 
an urban-rural partnership committed to statewide water solutions that 
protect the economy, environment and quality of life in Northern California.  
 
Many of the North State’s beneficial uses of water are described in “Water in 
California’s North State,” which is enclosed for your review. Water from local 
rivers, streams and groundwater in Northern California grows food for the 
world; serves our homes and businesses; supports birds along the Pacific 
Flyway; provides recreational opportunities enjoyed by visitors from around 
the world, supplies clean, renewable hydropower; and sustains our forests and 
prime habitat for fish and wildlife.  
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Many Alliance participants will be providing more specific comments under separate cover that we 
encourage you to review in more detail. 
 
If you have any questions, please call us or visit our website at www.northstatewater.org. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
John Woodling 
Executive Director 
Regional Water Authority 
(916) 967-7692 
 
 
 
 
Roger Niello 
President and CEO 
Sacramento Metro Chamber 
(916) 552-6800 
 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(916) 321-9000 

 
 
 
 
David Guy 
President 
Northern California Water Association 
(916) 442-8333 
 
 
 
 
John Kingsbury 
Executive Director 
Mountain County Water Resources Association 
(530) 957-7879 
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