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Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Update 
 
Issue: The Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS) team has conducted new research over the last 
six months and is starting new projects this month. 
 
Recommendation: None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: Over the first half of 2014, the RUCS team has worked in-house and with consultants on 
projects to support the RUCS objectives of enhancing rural economic viability and environmental 
sustainability. The work has been funded largely from grants the SACOG board authorized staff to 
pursue. This item summarizes recent work, outlines new projects and prepares the committee for a 
series of reports regarding completed and ongoing work. 
 
Agricultural Infrastructure Project 
 
 The recent Agriculture Infrastructure project developed a suite of business tools to help 

stakeholders advance local market opportunities via a food hub in the Sacramento region. Tools 
include consumption calculators to estimate demand, a pro forma/feasibility model, and a 
detailed food hub business plan. 

 
 A case study in Yuba County assessed a range of scenarios of crop production and 

development in the county. In addition to scenarios highlighting local market opportunities and 
the aforementioned food hub, there are also scenarios of enhanced commodity production for 
export. The study provides comparisons between the range of cropping scenarios. 

 
2012 Crop Map 
 
 A new crop map of the 6-county region is now available for review. By compiling updated 

Pesticide Use Report data from county Ag Commissioners’ offices, staff created a completely 
updated inventory of 2012 crop production. Staff also developed a methodology for this work 
that may assist future efforts in standardizing and maintaining datasets for individual counties.  

 
Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory 
 
 The RUCS team developed a methodology and analyzed the greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) 

of processing tomatoes from field to processor. The analysis compares estimated emissions 
from crop production, trucking, processing, and urbanization related to the existing processing 
facility in Woodland versus no local processing facility. 

 
 



Future Work 
 
 RUCS is beginning a Food System Multiplier Study that aims to better capture the full 

economic impact of agriculture in the region. The study will estimate a set of economic 
multipliers under various conditions in the food system to determine the direct, indirect and 
induced effects of agriculture production.  

 
 A second case study will focus on western Yolo County and the communities within. The 

project will be similar to the Yuba County case study in analyzing cropping and market 
changes, but will add work related to rural community economic enhancement, transportation, 
and tourism.  

 
 A working landscape scope of work is being developed to add to RUCS economic data and 

modeling, a tool to assess ecosystem services, thereby broadening the natural resources 
analysis capacity of RUCS. 
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