
 
 
 

 
 Item #4 

Bicycle & Pedestr ian Advisory Committee  
July 22, 2013 
 
Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Data Collection 
  
Issue: Should SACOG pursue a regional bicycle and pedestrian data collection program? 
     
Recommendation: That the Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee provides comment on a regional bicycle 
and pedestrian data collection program, identifying what outcomes would be desirable and what 
approaches should be considered. SACOG staff will use the comments to potentially prepare an 
application for SACOG’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Funding Program. 
  
Discussion:  The six county region represented by SACOG does not have consistent data-backed 
information about how bicycle and pedestrian travel occurs on the existing facilities. Manual counts are 
conducted annually within Sacramento County by the Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates and other 
sporadic counting efforts may exist within the region, but there is no consistent data that can be used for 
transportation planning purposes. Existing data used in the MTP/SCS relies on self-reporting surveys and 
information derived from academic studies that posit how certain investments in bike/ped infrastructure 
will affect bike/ped travel, congestion, and use of the transportation system.   
 
Staff is currently considering a project proposal for the 2014 Bicycle & Pedestrian funding program to 
increase the amount of information available regarding bike/ped transportation in our region. Staff is 
considering smartphone applications (Attachment) that gather trip data about trips made by bicycle, 
procuring bicycle and pedestrian counting equipment for a pilot project in the region, studying and 
developing regional evaluation standards, or some combination of the above elements. Staff is looking for 
comments on these approaches for increasing data for transportation planning purposes that will help 
shape the project proposed for funding.  
 
 
VCS:lo 
Attachment: CycleTracks Synopsis 
           
Key Staff: Matt Carpenter, Director of Transportation Services, (916) 340-6276 
   Lacey Symons-Holtzen, Active Transportation Team Manager, (916) 340-6212 
  Victoria S. Cacciatore, Active Transportation Team Project Coordinator, (916) 340-6214 
 

    



CycleTracks Synopsis       Attachment A 
 
CycleTracks is a smartphone application that uses GPS support to record users' bicycle trip 
routes and times, and display maps of their rides, in order to help transportation planners make 
informed decisions about bicycle use in the community. At the end of each trip, data representing 
the trip purpose, route, and the date and time are sent to the agency collecting the data for 
analysis. CycleTracks was originally developed by San Francisco County Transportation 
Authority (SFCTA) to better understand the needs of cyclists and to more effectively prioritize 
cycling infrastructure investments.  
 
SFCTA developed CycleTracks in 2009 and has used it as a method to collect data to improve 
their information about cyclist travel and popular cyclist routes. Coupled with their information 
about existing bicycle infrastructure in San Francisco County, SFCTA has been able to identify 
common factors of various popular bike routes, and common factors of underutilized parallel 
bicycle facilities. SFCTA also incorporated the CycleTracks data into their transportation 
demand modeling to quantitatively forecast changes in travel behavior and the effects on 
congestion and greenhouse-gas emissions as a result of bicycle infrastructure investment.  
 
CycleTracks uses an open-source platform, meaning that other agencies can easily customize the 
app for use in their city, county, or region. It has been adapted for use in the Monterey Bay area, 
Austin, TX, Seattle, WA, Fort Collins, CO, Minneapolis and St. Paul, MN, Raleigh, NC, and Salt 
Lake City, UT.  
 
SACOG frequently receives requests for more information about cyclist behavior and preferred 
routes, and is considering customizing CycleTracks for the Sacramento region. The information 
collected from a Sacramento region CycleTracks would likely be gathered by SACOG and 
distributed to the local agencies and other interested groups (e.g. advocacy groups, transportation 
management agencies, etc.) for use in bicycle transportation planning. The development of a 
CycleTracks for the Sacramento region would entail the customization of the app for the region, 
promoting the app for use, and staff support to clean and process the data into a useable form, or 
perhaps the development of an automated process to render the data into a more useable form. 
 
 


	4. Regional data collection
	4. Att CycleTracks - Attachment
	CycleTracks Synopsis       Attachment A


