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Conceptual Framework for Integrating Upcoming Funding Programs with Air Quality and Planning 

Efforts 

 

Issue:  How can SACOG best coordinate the 2015 Regional Funding Program with evolving processes 

related to new funding opportunities, the 2016 MTP/SCS update, and ongoing work related to the Ozone 

State Implementation Plan?  

 

Recommendation:  None; this is an information item for discussion. 

 

Discussion:  During the November 2014 SACOG committee cycle, staff previewed upcoming funding 

opportunities including State Cap-and-Trade programs, Cycle 2 of the Statewide Active Transportation 

Program (ATP) and six-county Regional ATP, and the SACOG Four-County Flexible Funding Round (2015 

Funding Round). Initial committee input in November supported SACOG approaching these 2015 funding 

opportunities in a manner that would help maximize benefits to agencies by increasing funding prospects, 

reducing local agency application fatigue, improving tools and methods to increase regional competitiveness, 

and helping to focus application efforts. Outlined below are concepts for discussion to inform policy 

development for the 2015 Funding Round over the coming months. 

 

Streamline Programs - Further Integrate State & Regional Funding Programs 

Following initial committee direction, staff has evaluated schedules, policies and goals of both state and 

SACOG-led funding programs and has identified two opportunities to maximize benefits to local agencies. 

The first opportunity is for integrating the grant application and review processes for the State ATP, 

Regional ATP, and 2015 SACOG Bicycle & Pedestrian Funding Program. Each of these three individual 

programs have overlapping policies and goals, sequential schedules, and incrementally more focused 

eligibility requirements, which presents an opportunity to create a single streamlined application process for 

all three programs.  Similarly, staff has evaluated the Cap-and-Trade Affordable Housing and Sustainable 

Communities (AHSC) Program guidelines and sees the opportunity for projects to compete within this 

program and then in the 2015 Funding Round through application and data integration. 

 

Link Air Quality & GHG Reduction Funding 

Staff will seek to set aside funding for yet-to-be-determined air quality improvement projects. These projects 

would be funded through the Air Quality Funding Program and would reduce vehicle emissions and, where 

possible, greenhouse gas emissions. The Air Quality Funding Program has been non-competitive up to this 

point because of adopted Transportation Control Measure (TCM) commitments. The 2015 Funding Round 

will program projects for the years 2018 and 2019, and, in doing so, will fulfill adopted 2008-2018 TCM 

commitments. It is not yet known what, if any, new TCMs will be adopted for the years 2019 through 2027 

as part of the Ozone State Implementation Plan (SIP). Until SACOG staff analyzes the necessity of possible 

future TCMs in conjunction with local Air Districts, it cannot define how much of the current Air Quality 

Funding Program might be competitive and how much might be set aside for the implementation of future 

TCMs. Work on this TCM analysis is anticipated to begin in February and a final product is expected in mid-

summer 2015. The results of this TCM analysis will inform the shape this program takes, and could include 



an approach that prioritizes projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.   

 

Increase the Focus on System Maintenance Needs 

The 2015 Funding Round policy frameworks will focus on realizing implementation opportunities from the 

region’s current long-range plan, the 2012 Metropolitan Transportation Plan / Sustainable Community 

Strategy (MTP/SCS). New investment priorities emerging from the active plan update provide another 

source of input for the funding round policy frameworks. Specifically, Board interest has been expressed in a 

Fix-it-First concept that would increase the funding support for roadways in poor condition. One option to 

address this Board interest would be to direct a higher share of flexible Regional Surface Transportation 

Program (RSTP) funding towards such purposes. In the 2013 regional funding round, approximately 25 

percent of RSTP funding went to road rehabilitation projects that also provided complete streets benefits in 

urban/suburban areas or complete corridor benefits along rural roadways. This option, directing a higher 

share of RSTP towards Fix-it-First, would need to address related policy tradeoffs, such as how this impacts 

the RSTP funding available for other regional transportation needs. 

 

Next Steps 

Staff is seeking feedback/discussion of the options described above. Staff will then return in March with 

draft policy frameworks for the 2015 Funding Round, in advance of an anticipated April approval and call 

for projects.  

 

 

Key Staff:  Renée DeVere-Oki, Team Manager of Programming & Project Delivery, (916) 340-6219 

 Matt Carpenter, Director of Transportation Services, (916) 340-6276  

 


