
SACOG Six-County Regional Active Transportation Program Supplemental Application, Cycle 1 July 24, 2014 

Mather Rails to Trails Project  1 

 

City of Rancho Cordova 
 

Mather Rails to Trails Project 

I. Required Supplemental Materials 

Screening Criteria  
1. Explain how this project is consistent with the EDCTC Regional Transportation Plan, the PCTPA 

Regional Transportation Plan, or the SACOG Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS). (100 words or less—only one of the below questions may 
apply to your project.) 

A. Infrastructure Project is a planned project included in the SACOG Regional Bicycle, Pedestrian, and 
Trails Master Plan, MTP/SCS, and/or the Regional Transportation Plan of EDCTC or PCTPA.  

SACOG’s Regional Transportation Plan (MTP/SCS) was adopted in April 2012.  The 

MTP/SCS calls for the doubling of Class 1 trail mileage in the region in the next 20 years.  

A component of the MTP/SCS is the Regional Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan. 

This is a specifically listed project in the region’s TIP and the Master Plan and is therefore 

consistent with the MTP/SCS.           

2. Project is ready for inclusion into the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, with 
project scope and cost.  
      Yes    No  

2A. Please include an appropriate project description per the below description formula: 

Rancho Cordova; Alongside a Union Pacific Spur between Regional Transits Mather/Mills 

Light Rail Station and the Mather Field Airport; Install a Class 1 Bicycle/Pedestrian Trail 

3. Project is eligible for appropriate funding sources (i.e. ATP).  

      Yes    No  

4. Project meets the minimum dollar amount for infrastructure or non-infrastructure projects and 
includes at least an 11.47% local match; local match requirements apply to all project 
categories. 

A. Total infrastructure project minimum cost is $278,675 ($250,000 funding request + $28,675 
local match).  

Yes    No  
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5. No supplement needed; information is available in the original state application.  

6. No supplement needed; information is available in the original state application. 

7. Project is not part of developer-funded basic good practices in a new development. 

Yes    No  

Other Considerations 

Project Readiness  

• See attached Cost and Summary excel sheet 
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II. Optional Supplemental Materials 

Emphasized Regional ATP Project Narrative  

Potential for Increased Biking and Walking  

Clearly demonstrate how well the project supports the policy framework priorities.  (4 pages maximum) 

This project will provide significant bicycle and pedestrian access for transit riders, residents, 

workers and patients wishing to cross Highway 50 in the vicinity of the Mather Field Road 

interchange.  Currently patients at the Sacramento Veterans Administration Hospital and workers in 

the North Mather Business Park who wish to commute via transit often cross Highway 50 on foot at 

the challenging Mather Field Road interchange, crossing free flow ramp entrances and ramp exits.  

Likewise, Rancho Cordova residents living in the Lincoln Village, Rockingham and White Rock 

neighborhoods south of Highway 50 are challenged to get to the Light Rail line to commute, or to the 

American River Parkway for either commuting or recreational outings. 

This project builds a Class I trail across highway 50 with lighting and landscaping that will 

make a direct connection between the Mather/Mills Light Rail Station and the Mather Field Airport, 

serving many commercial, institutional and residential destinations along the way. 

Highway crossings are generally very costly due to the high price tag of needed structures.  

This project takes advantage of an existing railroad bridge and rail line employing a cost effective 

conversion of “Rails to Trails”.  Not having to build a bridge or create an alignment for the trail saves 

the project several million dollars in capital costs.  

Reducing Walking/Bicycling Fatalities and Injuries  
Provide data that demonstrates the project’s benefits towards reducing walking and bicycling fatalities and 
injuries. 

Residents are currently forced to travel along a challenging route that crosses Highway 50 with 

high speed on-ramps and off-ramps following Mather Field Road, which is a busy six-lane high speed 

arterial Roadway.  The walks are non-ADA compliant and there are several major arterial 
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intersections.  Additionally, some sections of Mather Field Road do not have sidewalks, so residents 

are forced to walk along mud paths or along abandoned railroad tracks.  The new trail will provide a 

more direct route, separating pedestrians and cyclists from vehicles.  We anticipate the project will 

greatly reduce bicycle and pedestrian collisions along Mather Field Road. 

The primary benefit will result from the separation of active transportation trips from auto trips.  

On corridors with separations, conflicts between bikes/pedestrians and cars have been nearly 

eliminated.  Twenty to thirty bicycle/pedestrian collisions would be mostly eliminated.  Secondary 

benefits include a slight reduction in traffic, due to an increase share of non-auto trips, recognizing 

that lower travel demand results in lower incidents.  

Supporting Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals in SB 375 and SB 391  

A. Describe the project’s potential to replace or shorten vehicle trips serving utilitarian purposes (e.g. trips 
to school, work, activity centers, etc.). 

The project has the potential to reduce motor vehicle volume. Current residents use personal 

vehicles to get to and from the local and regional destinations which cause an increased number of 

vehicles on the roadways. The trail will encourage and provide the current residents a convenient and 

direct route to the SRTS to arrive at their destinations without a personal vehicle. 

There are a number of local and regional destinations that this proposed trail will serve. These 

include: 

LOCAL – The trail will provide a direct route to the following locations:  Sacramento Regional 

Transit Station, Veterans Memorial Hospital, Mather Sports Field and a Senior Care Center. 

REGIONAL – The trail will provide access to the Light Rail Station and Bus Routes that will allow 

pedestrians to access the following locations: CA State University, Sacramento, Sacramento City 

College, Downtown Metropolitan Sacramento, Job Centers, Retail/Shopping, Hospitals, Museums, 

Libraries, etc., Parks, Public Buildings (Courthouse, County Offices, etc.). 
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B. Describe/explain the project’s role in a placemaking strategy for the future land use and transportation 
vision for the area it is located, as described in the MTP/SCS and/or the local general/specific plan. 

This project builds a Class I trail across highway 50 with lighting and landscaping that will 

make a direct connection between the Mather/Mills Light Rail Station and the Mather Field Airport, 

serving many commercial, institutional and residential destinations along the way.  The project has 

been planned for in both the MTP and the City of Rancho Cordova’s General Plan.  The Class I trail 

will connect into the City’s existing network of bicycle trails and will serve all of the existing residents 

in the area as well as the planned development south of the trail location. 

Cost Effectiveness  

Calculated Benefit Cost Ratio 

The breakdown of costs and benefits are shown in Table 1 below.  The benefits shown are 

based on the Victoria Transport Policy Institute “Evaluating Active Transport Benefits and Cost.”  The 

data shown in Table 1 comes from various sources.  The City of Rancho Cordova Bicycle Master 

Plan provided the assumptions for the existing people walking and bicycling each day that crossed 

the Mather Field Road and Highway 50 crossing.  The future number of people walking or bicycling 

per day was assumed to increase by 50% with the new trail.  The SACOG Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan provided the assumption for the vehicle miles traveled.  The calculated ratio of 

the benefits of the project relative to both the total project cost and funds requested is: 

 

  1 year B/C 5 year B/C 20 year B/C 

Benefit per year 

Requested ATP funds 

$5,104,500 

$1,462,000 

3.5 17.5 69.8 

Benefit per year 

Total Project Cost 

$5,104,500 

$2,649,021 

2.0 10.1 40.4 
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Other Considerations  

Applicant’s Performance on Past Grants  

A. Describe how your agency intends to deliver this project on time and within budget.  

The City of Rancho Cordova has extensive experience delivering grant funded projects.  We 

have delivered all of our grants without having any finding or losing any funding.  We have delivered 

over $45 million in grants of various types including but not limited to HSIP, ARRA, Demo/HPP, 

RSTP, CMAQ, SR2S, and SRTS.  We have a great relationship with SACOG and CalTrans and will 

continue to work collaboratively to deliver our grant funded projects. 

The preliminary design phase is nearly complete.  CEQA/NEPA clearances and final design 

has been initiated with anticipated completion by the end of the calendar year.  The Right of Way 

Agreement with Sacramento County is currently underway and should be complete by July 2014.  

Final design should be completed in the summer of 2015.  The construction will begin in the spring of 

2016 and be completed during the summer of 2016.  The schedule assumes possible delays with the 

environmental process but still beginning construction by 2016.  The scope of this project is based on 

the assumption that we will only modify the bridge to create a path through that section of the project.   

B. Describe one of your agency’s prior experiences allocating a project though the California 
Transportation Commission. 

The City of Rancho Cordova has processed several projects through the CTC.  We 

successfully allocated, authorized and closed out the Folsom Blvd and Mather Field Road 

Enhancements Phase I project (STIP), the Folsom Boulevard Streetscape project (SLPP) and the 

Folsom Boulevard Traffic Light Synchronization project (TLSP). 

Rancho Cordova has demonstrated the ability to deliver projects to meet both state and federal 

requirements.  We are aware that projects that need a CTC allocation require longer processing times 

and have shorter deadlines for expenditures of funds than projects with just federal funds. 

 



Basic Tool: Cost and Schedule Summary
For use with 2014 MPO Active Transportation Program, Cycle I
Fill in BLUE SECTIONS where appropriate.  Edit the formula cells at your own risk.

Project Sponsor

Project Title

Project Description (scope and limits)

SUMMARY Start End Costs Requests Applicant Comment Summary

Non-capital Activities Jan-00 Jan-00 -$                -$                

Environmental & Design Jul-14 Jul-15 217,865$       192,876$       CEQA complete

Right-of-Way N/A N/A -$                -$                none needed

Construction May-15 Jul-15 2,306,156$    2,041,640$    1 year to complete

TOTAL Jan-00 Jul-15 2,524,021$    2,234,516$    

88.53%

TASKS Begin End  Cost Estimate 

 Requested 

Funding Applicant Comments

NON-CAPITAL ACTIVITIES

Authorization to Proceed NA NA NA

Planning Studies Does not apply to this project.

Non-capital staff activities 

Non-capital materials 

Miscellaneous

Totals Jan-00 Jan-00 -$                -$                

ENVIRONMENTAL & DESIGN

Authorization to Proceed May-14 Jul-14

NEPA CEQA

Environmental Document Type CE IS 28,417$         CEQA is expected to be Cat Ex

Environmental Decision Type CE Cat Ex -$                NEPA is not expected to have any 
For more information, visit the Caltrans Standard 

Environmental Reference webpage -$                significant impacts

Environmental Clearance Jul-14 Jan-15 -$                

Final Design (Plans, Specs, & Est) Jan-15 Jul-15 189,448$       

Totals Jul-14 Jul-15 217,865$       192,876$       

RIGHT-OF-WAY

Authorization to Proceed N/A N/A No acquisition is required, only an 

Need ROW Acquisition? No agreement with the County.

Need Utilities Relocation? No

Totals N/A N/A -$                -$                

CONSTRUCTION

Authorization to Proceed May-15 Jul-15 3 Month contruction period

CM/PM Staff Cost Jul-15 Sep-15 361,674$       

Mapping & Survey Jul-15 Sep-15 40,000$         

Utility Jul-15 Sep-15 10,000$         

Project Complete Jul-15 Sep-15 1,894,482$    

Totals May-15 Jul-15 2,306,156$    2,041,640$    

City of Rancho Cordova

Mather Rails to Trails Project

The Mather Rails to Trails Project builds a Class 1 trail that follows a UP Spur rail line between RT’s Mather/Mills Light Rail station and the Mather 

Field Airport. The UP Spur crosses Highway 50 on a separate bridge located on the western edge of the Mather Rd Interchange.
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