
 
 

Item #17-2-3 
Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Act ion 

January 26, 2017 
 
Forest and Watershed Planning Grant Opportunity 
 
Issue: Should SACOG partner with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy on a grant proposal and 
project to study forest management impacts on the region’s watershed and air quality? 
 
Recommendation: That the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee recommend that the 
Board approve submittal of a grant application for the Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant 
Program and authorize the CEO to submit a letter of commitment. 
 
Discussion: The Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS) program aims to provide data and 
tools to help inform decision-making on rural economic and environmental issues. In 2010, 
SACOG contracted with forestry experts to convene stakeholders and outline the challenges and 
opportunities in forest management. A number of recommendations resulted from that work 
including promoting regional collaboration and agreement on desirable and appropriate forest 
management strategies. To that end and in concert with SACOG’s role in the North State Water 
Alliance, staff has worked with Mountain Counties Water Resources Association to ensure the 
entire watershed—up to the crest of the Sierra Nevada range—is considered in efforts to address 
water resources regulatory and policy concerns. More recently, SACOG has been approached by 
the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) to participate in a region-wide collaboration aiming to 
educate and better link water, air quality, recreation and carbon sequestration benefits to 
“lowlands” from forest management in the “uplands.”  
 
The SNC has also asked SACOG to join them in submitting a grant proposal to the Healthy 
Watershed Consortium Grant program, a partnership of the U.S. Endowment for Forestry & 
Communities, Inc., the US Environmental Protection Agency and the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The program funds projects that accelerate strategic protection of healthy, 
freshwater ecosystems and their watersheds via plans, strategies and funding mechanisms to 
implement projects for watershed protection, source water protection, green infrastructure, or 
related landscape conservation objectives. The SNC and SACOG intend to use this funding, if 
awarded, to build a technical toolkit to support the aforementioned collaboration and to better 
connect SACOG’s existing urban and rural tools to data and modeling for the upland areas of the 
region. SACOG would also assist with engaging a diverse range of stakeholders, including local 
elected officials and their staff. 
 
The proposed project would link directly to a SACOG project to develop data, models, and 
strategies for groundwater recharge. While this study focuses on groundwater resources for 
agricultural production, it offers a framework to better connect regional surface water quality, 
quantity, and timing to groundwater supplies and management.  
 
The project could also tie to the region’s work on improving air quality. Any gains the region 
makes in reducing emissions is sometimes offset by forest fires, which may be a factor in air 
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quality non-attainment occurrences. Forest management strategies resulting from this project may 
also benefit air quality and our region’s ability to improve public health and meet federal and state 
standards. 
 
Proposals are due on February 1; therefore, due to the timing of the committee and board meeting, 
staff is seeking approval retroactively. SACOG’s letter of commitment is included as Attachment 
A. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kirk E. Trost 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 
KET:DS:ts 
Attachment 
 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
 David Shabazian, Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Program Manager, (916) 340-6231 
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