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Regional  Planning  Partnership  Item #2 
 

Action Summary 

August 27, 2014 

Attendees: 

 Binu Abraham, SACOG  

Jerry Barton, EDCTC 

Rick Bettis, Breathe CA 

Victoria Cacciatore, SACOG 

Jose Luis Cáceres, SACOG 

Scott Carson, FHWA 

Rick Carter, City of Elk Grove 

Jeff Damon, SRTD 

John Deeter, ECOS 

Woody Deloria, EDCTC 

Renee DeVere-Oki, SACOG 

Azadeh Doherty, SACOG 

Chris Dougherty, City of West Sacramento 

Teri Duarte, WALKSacramento 

Eric Fredericks, Caltrans D3 

Bruce Griesenback, SACOG 

Elizabeth Hahn, El Dorado County  

Aaron Hoyt, PCTPA 

Erik Johnson, SACOG 

Matt Jones, Yolo-Solano AQMD 

Luke McNeel-Caird, PCTPA 

Amy Martin, SACOG 

Ben Moody, City of Yuba City 

Marilee Mortenson, Caltrans 

Alicia Paris-Pombo, El Dorado County  

Heather Phillips, ARB 

Refugio Razo, Sacramento County 

Eric Reitz, Yolo County Transportation District 

Larry Robinson, Sacramento Metropolitan 

AQMD 

Sam Shelton, SACOG 

Megan Siren, City of Rancho Cordova 

Matt Smeltzer, El Dorado County 

Elizabeth Sparkman, City of Rancho Cordova 

Rodney Tavitas, Caltrans 

Omar Valle, City of Yuba City 

John Ungvarsky, EPA

1. Introductions & Information Sharing.  Mr. Bettis shared that Sacramento Regional 

Transit is restoring transit service in underserved areas. 

 Crude Oil-by-Rail and SACOG’s comments on the Valero Refinery Project 

Environmental Impact Report 

Ms. Doherty gave an update on local concerns regarding crude oil-by-rail 

traveling through the SACOG region. In response to member concerns, SACOG 

created a forum for discussion that includes representatives from both the oil and 

rail industries and subsequently provided comments to the Valero Refinery 

Environmental Impact Report on behalf of the region. The letter identified 

concerns about populations residing adjacent to the railroad tracks and preparation 

of emergency responders in the area.  

 Highway Trust Fund Update 

Mr. Johnson shared that President Obama has signed an extension to MAP-21, 

though the extension does not address the long-term transportation funding crisis 

at the federal level. Attachment A details some options for long-term funding. He 
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noted that Caltrans is looking to be innovative at the state level in the absence of 

federal leadership on the topic by exploring options such as a vehicle mileage fee. 

 CMAQ Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

Mr. Cáceres shared that the EPA has issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

affecting the distribution of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 

(CMAQ) funds; given the region’s current air quality status and California’s 

process for spending CMAQ funds, these rules are unlikely to affect the region. 

The proposed rule would set requirements for how much funds need to be spent in 

nonattainment PM2.5 areas by population in each state; since California already 

spends the vast majority of CMAQ funding on projects that help reduce PM2.5, a 

minimal impact would result.  

 

The Partnership discussed the regional implications if a change in regional PM2.5 

attainment status was achieved, though the implications would be further reaching 

than the expected lifecycle of the rule. Mr. Cáceres added that the state would still 

determine how funds are apportioned, minimizing the impact on the region  

2. Approve July 23 Action Summary. Mr. Robinson moved to approve the action 

summary; Mr. McNeel-Caird seconded. The Partnership voted in favor of approving the 

action summary and the motion carried. 

3. 2015/18 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, Amendment #4 to the 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 2035, and Air 

Quality Conformity Analysis.   

Mr. Cáceres presented the 2015/18 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program 

(MTIP), which adds the years 2017 and 2018 and drops the years 2013 and 2014. Its 

adoption accompanies an amendment to the MTP/SCS, and an air quality conformity 

determination to establish that the MTIP and MTP/SCS amendment do not impede the 

region’s ability to attain air quality standards. Comments received on the draft documents 

are reflected in the final versions of the documents. Mr. Cáceres added that there will be a 

clean-up revision to account for amendments to the current MTIP that take place between 

now and when the 2015/18 MTIP is approved.  

 

Ms. Devere-Oki added that the conformity analysis uses two types of tests—budget tests 

and build/no-build tests—to determine whether the plan attains or not. EPA recently 

found the budgets for Yuba City/Marysville’s PM2.5 nonattainment area and for 

Sacramento’s ozone nonattainment area to be adequate; subsequently, the conformity 

determination to be approved by the Board in September will only include the approved 

budgets.  
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Mr. Jones moved to approve the draft documents; Mr. Robinson seconded. The 

Partnership voted in favor of approving the draft documents and the motion carried. 

4. Regional Active Transportation Program Funding Recommendations.  

Ms. Devere-Oki reported on the Active Transportation Program state and regional calls 

for projects. She emphasized the highly competitive nature of the program at both levels 

and reminded the Partnership that the Cycle 2 Call for Projects is anticipated in March 

2015 with SACOG’s biennial funding round occurring shortly after. Staff is compiling 

feedback on the Cycle 1 process to submit to the state and welcomes any comments and 

lessons learned.  

 

The Regional ATP was the first six-county coordinated call held in conjunction with staff 

from EDCTC and PCTPA, and 45 applications for $48 million in requests were received 

during the Call for Projects. Ms. Devere-Oki reviewed the regional process for 

recommending projects. Mr. Cáceres noted that projects awarded ATP funding will need 

to be added to the MTIP before allocation of funds can occur, and suggested that ATP 

awardees work with Caltrans Local Assistance to streamline the authorization of funds.  

 

Mr. Smeltzer requested additional information on project evaluation and the formation of 

the final recommendation that excluded projects with higher initial rankings. Ms. Devere-

Oki suggested that staff would be happy to discuss the selection process and individual 

projects further with any interested agency in hopes of improving the Cycle 2 process.  

 

Mr. McNeel-Caird moved to recommend the Regional Active Transportation Program 

project list; Mr. Moody seconded. The Partnership voted in favor of recommending the 

Regional Active Transportation Program project list, with El Dorado County dissenting.  

 

El Dorado County motioned that the recommended funding list be reconsidered based on 

initial project scores instead of the final Working Group recommendation. The motion 

was not seconded and died on the floor.  

5. 2015 Delivery Plan and Process.   

Mr. Shelton shared the 2015 Delivery Plan and Process and requested Partnership input 

on the proposed process. He noted that the move to include additional delivery milestone 

information will continue based on last year’s successes. Staff is creating online tools to 

collect delivery information and eliminate the need for managing multiple spreadsheets.  

6. Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Update.   

Ms. Abraham presented SACOG’s new mapping tools for the next Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy. Most projects in the MTP/SCS 

can now be interactively mapped by cost and schedule; other mapping tools illustrate the 

changes in transit service frequency by anticipated date.  The interactive tool can be 
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found at http://mapping.sacog.org/projectmapping/.  

 

Mr. Carpenter shared his findings on economic analysis at the project scale, derived from 

his recent experience working with Transportation for America in Washington D.C.  He 

noted that SACOG’s existing economic models are at much larger scale, which often 

cannot address performance based funding requirements, potentially impacting regional 

competitiveness. Case studies provide takeaways for the region and illustrate models for 

furthering this research through DOTs and business and commerce groups, but there are 

limited examples of regions using this type of analysis. The Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission (MTC) in the Bay Area provides a promising approach for the SACOG 

region; MTC performs a full benefit-cost analysis on most significant projects and 

performs a more qualitative assessment on all projects to determine their impact on 

targets adopted by MTC and the Association of Bay Area Governments. Mr. Carpenter 

added that, on a related note, Urban Footprint and PECAS will allow us to look more 

carefully at land use scenarios. 

 

Mr. Griesenbeck asked the Partnership to please share any examples of how other 

jurisdictions are performing benefit-cost analysis or determining cost effectiveness 

ratings of projects.  

7. Other Matters.  None. 

8. Adjournment.  Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. McNeel-Caird 

seconded the motion.  The Partnership voted to adjourn and the motion carried. 
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