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SB 5 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP)   

The devastation resulting from Hurricane Katrina in 2005 prompted the state and the region to 
re-evaluate flood control and floodplain management policies. In 2006 and 2007, the SACOG 
Board formed an ad hoc committee on flood management that primarily focused on state flood 
policy issues and formally endorsed the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency’s (SAFCA) 
Legislative Framework for Flood Control and Flood Risk Management in the Sacramento 
Valley. SAFCA’s framework became the underpinning of SACOG’s advocacy efforts, including 
SB 5, the Central Valley Flood Protection Act, which created the CVFPP.  
 
Since that initial effort, SACOG has responded to the Board’s requests for engagement on other 
flood issues. The most recent example is from 2012, when local entities led by the City of 
Sacramento sought support from SACOG to secure federal funding for Natomas levee 
improvement projects. The board authorized the CEO to: (1) offer letters of support to all local 
agencies seeking federal funding or approval for flood control projects; (2) coordinate with the 
Metro Chamber’s Cap-to-Cap Flood Protection Team; and (3) increase the agency’s ongoing 
understanding of flood control issues. This action forms a basis for SACOG involvement in any 
future flood-related issues the board chooses to pursue. 
 
The flood control issue has been included in the MTP/SCS for the last two plans and will also 
inform the plan currently under development. In order to validate the growth projections, 
SACOG staff collects levee condition and improvement information to determine if there will be 
any state or federal restrictions on growth in areas slated for development. Consequently, the 
request by Director Suen to update the Land Use & Natural Resources Committee on the CVFPP 
was timely.  
 
H.T. Harvey and Associates has been hired as an on-call consulting team to assist SACOG and 
its members with natural resource-related issues. The Land Use & Natural Resources Committee 
received a flood control update from Debra Bishop, Principal at H.T. Harvey and Associates and 
Ric Reinhardt, Principal at MBK Engineers. This briefing focused mainly on the update of the 
CVFPP, as well as FEMA floodplain remapping. Additionally, the speakers addressed other 
related issues as requested by the committee. The committee requested that staff work with local 
flood control stakeholders to develop talking points to help the region advocate for operations 
and maintenance funding and for staff to identify how SACOG may support those funding 
requests.  
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Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
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