
 
 

Item #17-12-25 
SACOG Board of Directors      Information  

 
December 14, 2017 

 
Update on Senate Bill 743 
 
Issue: The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) has released a final draft of 
updated California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines for implementation of SB 743.  
 
Recommendation: None; this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion:   
Proposed Updates 
SB 743 is the state law requiring a change in transportation impact analysis performed for CEQA. 
The law replaces vehicle delay (often measured with level of service or LOS) with vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT) as the primary metric for measuring transportation impacts of most projects. The 
law passed in 2013, and OPR has led the revisions to the CEQA Guidelines consistent with the 
law, as well as authored the technical advice on implementing the new Guidelines. 
 
On November 27, OPR released and sent to formal “rulemaking” a much-anticipated final draft 
of its proposed updates to the CEQA Guidelines. The final draft includes changes to 
transportation analyses, as well as other changes regarding tiering, transit-oriented developments, 
analysis of energy and water supply impacts, etc. The previous draft of the CEQA Guidelines and 
Technical Advisory were published in January 2016, and both have been the subject of much 
discussion and debate around the state. 
 
The final drafts of the CEQA Guidelines and Technical Advisory have three major changes from 
January 2016, version: 

 Lead agencies can choose to use VMT or LOS to evaluate roadway projects, such as 
highway and capacity expansion projects. The 2016 draft of the Guidelines included only 
VMT for capacity expansion projects. Transit and active transportation projects, as well 
as land use projects, are still required to use VMT consistent with previous versions. 

 The Guidelines state that these changes to transportation analysis will apply to all 
projects beginning the CEQA process on or after January 1, 2020. Previous versions of 
the Guidelines had not stated an exact implementation date. 

 The Technical Advisory is much shorter than its previous versions. SACOG staff is still 
analyzing the new draft for its substantive changes. 

 
On December 18, SACOG will host an informational webinar for its member jurisdictions 
presenting the substantive changes and key information in the final version of the Guidelines and 
Technical Advisory. 
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Implementation Assistance 
SACOG is actively working on two primary projects related to SB 743 implementation: 

 Technical Assistance for Local Implementation of SB 743. This project launched with 
the release of the final draft of the CEQA Guidelines. It will include regular meetings of 
the SB 743 Local Agency Working Group, and developing a suite of tools and data 
sources that local agencies can use for SB 743 implementation activities. This project is 
funded by a $120,000 Caltrans Discretionary Grant, which was an outcome of efforts by 
the Local Agency Working Group. 

 SB 743 Case Studies Project. These case studies examine how the proposed changes to 
the CEQA Guidelines and Technical Advisory might impact several actual projects 
around the state. This project is a partnership between SACOG, four other California 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Caltrans, and OPR. The project has evaluated two 
of the five case study projects in its scope. Future work in the Case Studies project 
includes analysis of three additional land use projects, analysis regarding the significance 
thresholds proposed in the Technical Advisory, and an exploration of regional mitigation 
strategies. 

 
Other work regarding SB 743 has included: 

 SACOG staff has provided technical support to jurisdictions undertaking early 
implementation of SB 743. 

 SACOG has developed an SB 743 page on its Open Data Portal with data relevant to SB 
743 implementation. 

 The Case Studies project team hosted two workshops of local agencies, business 
organizations, and advocates in Los Angeles in April 2017, and in Sacramento in June 
2017. The workshops were intended to provide interested parties with an introduction to 
SB 743, provide introduction to the case studies project, and identify key concerns that 
they would like the case studies to address. 

 The Case Studies project team worked with OPR to identify draft changes to the 
Technical Advisory which address some local agencies’ concerns. Some of these 
changes were rolled into the most recent draft of the Technical Advisory. 

 
SACOG will continue with both of these efforts in the coming fiscal year, and will bring periodic 
updates to the Board. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Key Staff:  Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Bruce Griesenbeck, Data Modeling Manager, (916) 340-6268 
Amy Lee, Research Analyst, (916) 340-6274 


