
 Item #17-8-22 
SACOG Board of  Directors Receive & Fi le 

August 10, 2017 
 
Blueprint Implementation Activities 
 
The purpose of this item is to regularly inform the Committee of SACOG land use related 
activities in support of local implementation of the Blueprint principles. SACOG conducts the 
following Blueprint Implementation Land Use Activities in response to requests from member 
agencies and/or developers or non-governmental organizations: 1) provision of data and/or 
technical support to member agencies implementing the Blueprint; 2) review and comment on 
development proposals regarding their consistency with the Blueprint principles or the 
MTP/SCS; and 3) educational presentations on the Blueprint. 
 
In June and July, SACOG staff conducted the following Blueprint Implementation Land 
Use Activities: 

 Responded to a Notice of Preparation of a draft environmental impact report for the 
West Jackson Master Plan in Sacramento County (letter attached).  

 At the request of the City of Davis, provided a letter of SCS consistency and a letter 
of Blueprint consistency for the proposed Trackside Center project (letters attached).  

 With funding from a third round Strategic Growth Council grant, continued work 
with the City of Placerville on their tax base sharing analysis, administered a 
consultant contract on behalf of the City of Isleton for long range planning services, 
and hosted workshop for local governments on SB 743 technical guidance and 
policy direction.   

 Continued tracking and agency coordination on the Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities (AHSC) cycle 3. 

 Partnered with Transportation for America’s Arts and Culture team to host a free 
workshop at SACOG on Creative Placemaking and a stakeholder workshop for 
invited stakeholders on Franklin Boulevard in the City of Sacramento. This activity 
follows years of technical assistance on community development and engagement 
strategies for the corridor that will complement the planning and engineering grant 
the City of Sacramento received from SACOG’s Community Design Program for 
this corridor. 

 
 
Attachments  
 
Key Staff: Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 

Kacey Lizon, Planning Manager, (916) 340-6265 
Jennifer Hargrove, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6216 
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July 7, 2017 
 
 
 
Mr. Rob Hofmann, Planning Commission Chair 
City of Davis Planning Commission 
Community Chambers 
23 Russell Boulevard 
Davis, CA 95616 
 
Re: Comments on the Trackside Center project 
 
Dear Mr. Hofmann: 
 
This letter is in response to the City’s request for review of the proposed Trackside 
Center project in Davis.  Thank you for inviting SACOG to comment on this project as it 
relates to the Preferred Blueprint Scenario map and principles. SACOG previously 
submitted a letter dated June 2, 2017, concurring with the City that the proposed 
Trackside Center project is consistent with the 2016 Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS).  
 
The proposed project, which includes 27 housing units and approximately 8,950 square 
feet of commercial use, was compared to the Preferred Blueprint Scenario.  The 
Preferred Blueprint Scenario is a conceptual map based on smart growth principles. 
Although not intended to prescribe the specific manner of development at a parcel level, 
the Preferred Scenario is intended to provide direction on how the region needs to 
develop to reap the benefits of the Preferred Scenario, including preservation of 
resources, reduced congestion, improved air quality, and reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions.  In this case, we have determined that the proposed project is consistent with 
the MTP/SCS and the Preferred Blueprint Scenario. 
 
Findings and Evaluation 
 
 Mixed-use development is a Blueprint principle used to describe the importance of 

area-wide balancing of housing and employment.  The Blueprint study identifies the 
need to aggressively utilize existing infill and/or redevelopment opportunities to add 
more housing in the City of Davis to help balance the jobs in the City as well as those 
at U.C. Davis.  Adding more housing in Davis will allow more people to live closer to 
work, thereby reducing the demand on the regional transportation system by 
encouraging shorter trips and alternative-modes, such as walking, biking, and transit.  
At the neighborhood scale, a mixed-use development in a downtown setting, such as 
the proposed project, adds amenities not only for the building’s residents but for all 
downtown residents and patrons.  These types of projects function as local activity 
centers and contribute to the sense of community, where people walk or bike to 
destinations and interact more.   
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 Infill development and redevelopment is essential to the success of the Blueprint and the MTP/SCS.  
The Blueprint assumes that 20 percent of all new homes in Davis will be in the downtown area on 
under-utilized land.  The Blueprint and the MTP/SCS achieve transportation, air quality, and other 
quality of life benefits by relying on infill and redevelopment projects such as this one.   
 

 The project supports transportation choice.  The project location is a high-quality transit corridor and is 
close to the Amtrak station, which provides transit access in and out of the region.  The project also 
provides access to a comprehensive, connected bicycle and pedestrian network.  The proposed project 
thus supports travel by transit, walking, and biking.   

 
 Compact development and housing options are critical Blueprint planning principles.  In particular, 

both the Blueprint and the MTP/SCS identify the critical need for more attached housing in the region 
to meet the needs of current and future residents.  The proposed project supports both principles by 
locating attached housing near existing jobs and services.  The Blueprint assumes that approximately 
two-thirds of the housing growth in Davis will be attached, including apartments, townhomes, 
condominiums, and mixed-use projects such as Trackside Center.   

 
 Quality design is a Blueprint principle that is particularly important when larger scale buildings are 

added to existing neighborhoods.  It is clear that the City’s design review process is working to ensure 
that this project integrates well with the surrounding area.   

 
   
In summary, the proposed mixed-use Trackside Center project exemplifies all of the Blueprint principles 
and helps implement the Blueprint and the MTP/SCS. Again, thank you for inviting SACOG’s input on 
this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
for James Corless 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
cc: Lucas Frerichs, City Council 

Dirk Brazil, City Manager 
Mike Webb, Assistant City Manager 
Ashley Feeney, Assistant Director Community Development & Sustainability 


























