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New Caltrans FY 2017/18 Grant Program Guidelines
In mid-July, as part of the implementation of Senate Bill (SB) 1, Caltrans released draft
guidelines for a new $7 million Adaptation Planning Grant program for FY 2017/18, and for
augmented FY 2017/18 funding for Caltrans’ Sustainable Communities grant program: $12.5
million for additional competitive grants, and $12.5 million for Formula Funding grants to
MPOs, including $774,991 for SACOG.
Attachment A are the SACOG staff comments provided on July 25. Since that time, Caltrans
posted final draft guidelines in early August for a 30-day comment period. Caltrans anticipates
releasing the final guidelines and call for applications in early September, with a short
turnaround for competitive grant applications that are due by October 20, 2017 for both
programs.
Staff emailed the attached memo (Attachment B) to city and county planning and public works
staff, and SACOG’s Regional Planning Partnership, Transit Coordinating Committee, and
Transportation Demand Management Task Force, informing them of the draft program
guidelines and key provisions, as well as staff contacts for recommended coordination on
Adaption Planning grants, and questions on the Sustainable Communities program. Staff will
return to the Board in September with the final guidelines and any updates on potential grant
applications.
With the timing of the final guidelines and call for projects slated for September, SACOG staff
anticipates bringing any SACOG-led grant applications through the October cycle for Committee
recommendation and Board approval.
Attachments
Key Staff:

Kirk E. Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210
Matt Carpenter, Director of Transportation Services, (916) 340-6276
Raef Porter, Senior Analyst, (916) 340-6261
Sharon Sprowls, Senior Program Specialist, (916) 340-6235
Barbara VaughanBechtold, Associate Planner, (916) 340-6226

Attachment A

Attachment B
July 24, 2017
To:

City/County Planning and Public Works Departments, Transit Coordinating
Committee, Regional Planning Partnership, TDM Task Force

From: SACOG Staff
Re:

FY 2017/18 Additional Caltrans Grants

To help implement Senate Bill 1, Caltrans recently issued draft guidelines for two additional
grant programs for FY 2017/18: Adaptation Planning and Sustainable Communities. While
final guidance is not expected to be released until early September, applications for both
programs will be due on October 20, 2017. Under both programs, selected grantees would
be able to start work on approved grants in April 2018, with all reimbursable work
completed by February 28, 2020. MPOs and RTPAs with Master Fund Transfer Agreements
with Caltrans could begin work earlier, in January 2018.
For both programs, the draft guidelines and comment form (initial comments are due July
25) are at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/grants.html. Caltrans expects to issue final
guidelines for a 30-day comment period in August. Some notable features in the initial
guidelines for each program are below:
Adaptation Planning
Guidelines were released for a new competitive program of Adaptation Planning grants,
totaling $7 million in FY 2017/18. Grant requests can be for $150,000 to $1 million, with a
local match of 11.47%. Eligible applicants are MPOs, RTPAs, transit agencies, cities, counties,
Native American Tribal Governments, local and regional agencies, and special districts.
The guidelines encourage sub-applicants and RTPAs to work far in advance of the
application deadline with the appropriate MPO to coordinate application development,
ensure proposed studies align with the MTP/SCS, and do not duplicate efforts. If you are
considering submitting an application as a lead or sub-applicant, please contact SACOG
by August 15, 2017, to provide ample time for this coordination:
SACOG Staff Contact:
Raef Porter, Senior Analyst
rporter@sacog.org
(916) 340-6261
Sustainable Communities
The draft guidelines provide additional FY 2017/18 funds totaling $12.5 million for
competitive grants under Catrans’ Sustainable Communities program. Requests may range
from $50,000 to $1 million, with an 11.47% local match. Eligible applicants are Metropolitan
Planning Organizations (MPOs) with a sub-recipient(s), Regional Transportation Planning
Agencies (RTPAs), cities and counties, transit agencies, and Native American Tribal
Governments.
The draft guidelines (see p. 12) state that a minimum of 50% of the funds are anticipated to
benefit Disadvantaged Communities, and “special consideration will go to jurisdictions that
have or are preparing” the following:
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A Housing element deemed to be compliant by HCD; and the jurisdiction (including
charter cities) has submitted by October 20, 2017 their Annual Progress Reports for
calendar years 2013 through 2016.
Environmental Justice Element in compliance with Senate Bill 1000 (Leyva, Statutes
of 2016) upon making significant changes to the General Plan
Vision Zero Plan
Complete Streets Policy
Anti-displacement Strategy
Climate Action Plan

The guidelines also establish a new FY 2017/18 Sustainable Communities Formula Grant
Program to provide $12.5 million in to MPOs across the state, using the distribution formula
for Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Metropolitan Planning PL funds. Caltrans’
stated intent for the Formula Program is for MPOs to “carry out the objectives of the region’s
RTP SCS and the RTP Guidelines Appendices K & L.” Formula grant work would be agreed
upon with Caltrans and formalized through an amendment to the MPO’s Overall Work
Program.
Under the current draft guidelines, MPO and RTPA pre-screening of applications is
considered “contrary to state administration of this grant program” so we may not be able to
provide review and technical assistance with application concepts and drafts as in prior
years. SACOG will provide an update if this provision is revised in the final guidelines to
accompany the call for applications. In the meantime, for any questions on the draft
Sustainable Communities program:
SACOG Staff Contact:
Sharon Sprowls, Senior Program Specialist
916-340-6235
ssprowls@sacog.org
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