
 
 

Item #17-2-20 
SACOG Board of  Directors Information 

February 9, 2017 
 
Rural-Urban Connections Strategy Update 
 
Issue: The Rural-Urban Connections Strategy program is an ongoing effort by SACOG for the 
rural parts of the region. 
 
Recommendation: None. This item is for information only. 
 
Discussion: SACOG’s Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS) program was initiated in 2008 
as a mitigation measure for impacts to the agriculture industry—based largely on the loss of 
farmland—identified in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities 
Strategy at that time. The 3-year project evolved into an ongoing program at SACOG with 
dedicated core funding and grants supporting the work. Staff has developed substantial technical 
capacity for the program and produced case studies for local jurisdictions demonstrating the 
significance of the work for planning how agricultural lands may be used to increase economic 
viability in rural areas.  
 
RUCS is a compliment to urban land use planning and completes the picture of how a region, both 
its urban and rural areas, plans for its future and implements those strategies. RUCS is unique in the 
realm of MPOs and COGs, particularly with its heavy emphasis on economic development and rural 
areas that typically receive relatively little transportation funding due to population-based formulas 
for allocation of funds. Nonetheless, RUCS has matured to a point that comparisons of urban and 
rural land use can be conducted, particularly using important metrics such as greenhouse gas 
emissions and infrastructure cost and maintenance as ways to compare the tradeoffs of supporting 
and enhancing agriculture or converting land to urban uses. RUCS is helping to ensure that the 
unique characteristics of the region’s rural areas are comprehensively understood, and to embed that 
knowledge in all aspects of SACOG’s long-range planning and transportation funding functions. 
This capacity provides SACOG with a unique set of tools to assess land use plans and expand the 
region’s understanding of the consequences of land use decisions. 
 
RUCS has been recognized throughout the state and nation for its innovative approach to rural and 
regional planning. California Forward’s California State Economic Development Plan has for the 
last three years included a provision calling for RUCS to be implemented statewide. RUCS was 
chosen as one of the “Top 25” programs nationally in the 2015 Innovations in American 
Government Awards competition conducted by Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government. RUCS has been used to bolster state and federal support via Metro Chamber advocacy 
programs. The effort has been recognized by the USDA, EDA and White House resulting in an 
invitation to present RUCS at an Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
international conference. This federal recognition was also important in the Central Valley recently 
receiving an Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership designation, for which RUCS is 
identified as a cornerstone to economic development strategies for the food and agriculture cluster. 
 
Staff will provide an overview of RUCS to the Board. 
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