
Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 
 

Meeting Notes 
July 25, 2013 

 
Attendance: 
Dan Allison, San Juan Unified School District.  
William Appleby, Yuba Area Bicycle Advocates 
Jim Brown, Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates.  
Victoria Cacciatore, SACOG 
Elise Carroll, SACOG  
Joe Concannon, SACOG 
Ed Cox, City of Sacramento 
Ben Deal, Yuba Area Bicycle Advocates 
John Deeter, ECOS.  
Renee DeVere-Oki, SACOG 
Mark Doty, Elk Grove Trails Commission  
Chris Dougherty, City of West Sacramento 
Bill Forrest, City of Galt 
Monica Hernandez, SACOG 
JJ Hurley, Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality 

Management District 

Matt Jones, Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management 
District 

Jim Kirstein, Folsom Parkway 
Jim Konopka, City of Folsom 
Jordan Lang, Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates 
Christine O’Rourke, SACOG 
Caroline Peck, California Department of Public 

Health  
Terry Preston, WALKSacramento 
Erik Reitz, Yolo County Transportation District 
Chad Riding, Caltrans District 3 
Walt Seifert 
Michael Sidhu, SACOG 
Lacey Symons-Holtzen, SACOG 
Jeff Werner, City of Elk Grove 

 
1. Introductions and Information Sharing 

 
Ms. Hernandez shared that staff is working on updating the MTP/SCS and will present an informational item 
at the August Board meeting that discusses a framework for the MTP/SCS engagement.  
 
Mr. Deeter shared that ECOS is accepting applications for their “Environmentalist of the Year” award. 
 
Mr. Cox announced that Capitol Mall between 9th St. and 3rd St. will be re-striped this summer and will boast 
the first green bike lanes in the City of Sacramento. 
 
Mr. Dougherty announced that the City of West Sacramento recently applied for certification from the 
League of Bike Friendly communities. 
 
Mr. Preston shared that WALKSacramento is in the midst of planning for the National Safe Routes to 
School Conference in September. 
 
Mr. Brown announced that the Sacramento City Council authorized staff to apply for Highway Safety 
Improvement funds for a Complete Streets project on Carlson Drive between River Park and Sacramento 
State University.  
 
Mr. Allison encouraged the committee to attend a Sunday Streets event in the Mission District of San 
Francisco to learn firsthand about open street festivals that encourage the exploration of neighborhoods via 
active transportation.   
 
Mr. Werner announced that the Elk Grove bicycle/pedestrian overcrossing of Highway 99 is under 
construction and should be completed by February of next year. 
 
Mr. Doty shared that there have been organized bike rides of 20-30 people to help introduce people to biking 
in Elk Grove, and that new bike maps for the city have been released and are available on the city website.  



 
SACOG Board Unanimously Reaffirms Support of Blueprint 
Ms. Hernandez announced that staff has been conducting a series of workshops to the SACOG Board of 
Directors to educate new members on the history of the Blueprint project, which was adopted in 2004. Staff 
brought forward a resolution to the SACOG Board of Directors on how staff would and would not comment 
on local projects, which the Board unanimously approved in June. 
 
Regional Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan Update approved 
Ms. Cacciatore announced that the Regional Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan was approved by the 
SACOG Board in June. 
 
Bike Share Business Plan Update 
Mr. Hurley announced that the SMAQMD Board has approved a $100,000 local match for a regional bike 
share program application to the SACOG Flexible Funds Programming Round. Additional money will be 
cobbled with other agencies’ to complete the required local match for the project application. Mr. Hurley 
added that the Bike Share Business Plan is almost complete, and that the business plan is examining the 
possibility of having a non-profit operate a bike share program in the region.  
 
 
2. Summary of April 25, 2013, Meeting:  The notes of the April 25, 2013 BPAC meeting were approved by 

consensus.  
 
3. District 3 State Highway Bicycle Facility Plan:  Mr. Riding from Caltrans District 3 presented the Plan. 

The State Highway Bicycle Facility Plan includes a comprehensive list of projects intended to improve 
connectivity and convenience for bicyclists. The Plan seeks to create a wywtematic approach to planning 
efforts.  It includes a list of planned bicycle facility improvement projects along state highways, a list of 
local planning documents that were consulted to develop the project list, and facility recommendations. 
The goal of the plan is to develop a continuous network of bicycle facilities directly on or parallel to the 
state highway system.  
 
It was noted that bicycle and pedestrian over and undercrossings are not included in the current plan; the 
BPAC recommended that future updates of the plan incorporate these types of projects.  

 
4. Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Data Collection:  Ms. Symons-Holtzen introduced the item with a 

discussion of new MAP-21 policies that indicate a need for performance-based planning. In an effort to 
conform with the performance-based planning policies, staff proposed exploring three methods of data 
collection:  

 
1. Customization of a smartphone application called CycleTracks that is currently in use in the Bay Area 

and designed for local planning efforts. The app lets riders record their routes through GPS data along 
with other helpful planning information.  

2. Development of regional standards for data collection and project evaluation. 
3. Purchase and installation of bicycle and pedestrian counters for the region.  

 
The goal of all three recommendations is to make data more consistently available to jurisdictions in the 
SACOG region to strengthen bike/ped planning efforts. The availability of bike/ped travel pattern 
information would enable the development of more competitive grant applications and a better 
understanding whether greenhouse gas emission targets are being met through implementation of the 
MTP/SCS.  
 
Ms. Cacciatore discussed the status of current staff research exploring smartphone apps, such as Cycle 
Tracks, MapMyRide, Strava, and SABA’s route tracking app. The committee discussed the need to 



examine opportunities for data collection that do not require owning a smart phone. 
 

The committee made the following recommendations for staff consideration:  
 

 Data collection methods should be explored for both bicyclists and pedestrians;  
 Projects seeking funding over a certain amount should have higher requirements for data collection 

and reporting;  
 Consider polls concurrent with GPS data collection to provide more information about rider 

preferences;  
 Future work should recognize and account for the fact that routes traveled do not always reflect 

preferred paths of travel, i.e. there are no other viable options for bicycle or pedestrian travel, but it 
may not be a “preferred route”;  

 Data collection should not only be gathered from smartphone apps because that would only 
capture a certain segment of the bicyclist population, i.e. choice riders.  
 

Committee members Erik Reitz, Dan Allison, Jim Brown, Jordan Lang, Terry Preston, Chris Dougherty, 
Jim Konopka, Ed Cox, and Jeff Werner expressed interest in participating in a data collection 
methodology workshop. The committee unanimously supported SACOG in applying for funding in the 
Flexible Funds Programming Round to pursue all three discussed data collection methods.  
 

5. Flexible Funds Programming Round Funding Targets and Update:  Ms. DeVere Oki announced that 
the Flexible Funds Programming Round Call for Projects is open to agencies in the four county region 
(Sacramento County, Sutter County, Yolo County, and Yuba County). SACOG operates five funding 
programs, three of which are currently accepting applications for funding. 
 
Funding targets for the three competitive programs with an open call for projects are as follows: 

 
Community Design program: $23.7 million (range of $21.3 million - $26.1 million) 
Bicycle and Pedestrian program: $15.8 million (range of $14.2 - $17.4 million) 
Regional/Local program: $136.1 million (range of $122.5 million - $149.7 million) 

 
Ms. Devere-Oki announced that the funding round is based on a three-year call for projects, while 
traditionally SACOG would only make two years of funding available. She explained that this approach is 
a tactic to improve overall project delivery and better position our region to capture additional federal 
funds if and when they become available.  
 
The total amount of funding available through the programming round is $190 million and is comprised of 
roughly 1/3 each of CMAQ, RSTP and STIP funding streams, all of which have different federal 
requirements and project eligibilities. It was noted that the Bicycle and Pedestrian Funding Program 
primarily utilizes CMAQ funds for the projects awarded competitively.  
 
Ms. Cacciatore added that there is still a minimum funding request for the Bicycle and Pedestrian program 
of $150,000 federal ask plus an 11.47% local match for any capital project seeking funds.  

 
6. Working Group Composition for Bicycle/Pedestrian Programming Round:  Ms. Cacciatore 

announced that an 11-person committee from outside agencies was selected to form a working group for 
the Bike/Ped Funding Program recommendation to SACOG Staff by ranking and prioritizing project 
applications. She presented the recommended list of working group members to the Committee for 
approval. The Committee unanimously approved the proposed working group. 



 
7. Safe Routes to School Update:  Mr. Preston reported that the Safe Routes to School program and many 

other funding sources are proposed to be merged into one program in the Governor’s Budget called the 
Active Transportation Program (ATP). This change would create some efficiency and flexibility in 
funding opportunities, but would also affect how Safe Routes to School projects compete and are funded. 
This is one of many changes proposed in the ATP, and many advocacy groups are working to have their 
voices heard on the issue of SRTS and other bicycle/pedestrian concerns. 
 
Mr. Preston discussed how legislation is scheduled to be passed in August, and that the first call for 
proposals for the funds would likely be in early 2014. He then reminded the Committee of the upcoming 
Safe Routes to School Conference, which will be held August 13-15th in Sacramento. More information 
can be found online at www.saferoutesconference.org  
 

8. Other Matters:  There was a suggestion to schedule BPAC meetings once a month rather than once a 
quarter.  

 
9. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:36 PM.  


