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Highlights from Portland Downtown Housing Tour 
 
Issue:  A tour was provided to City of Sacramento representatives of housing development in downtown 
Portland, Oregon. 
 
Recommendation:  None, this is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  As part of the technical assistance offered to all cities and counties in the SACOG region 
through the Strategic Growth Council Sustainable Communities Planning Grant, Round 3 (SGC 3), some 
jurisdictions have requested support in finding comparable examples.  Other jurisdictions have requested 
technical support on specific corridor projects, and some have requested research or public workshops.  
The City of Sacramento, in conjunction with the Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
(SHRA), requested that one of SACOG’s consultants on the grant, Portland State University’s Urban 
Sustainability Accelerator Program (USA), arrange and lead a tour of housing development in downtown 
Portland.  The City is looking for models for the Mayor’s initiative to construct 10,000 housing units in 
downtown Sacramento in 10 years.  (Please note that the SGC3 grant pays for the consultant’s time to 
prepare for and lead the tour, but not for any travel-related expenses incurred by the City or SHRA).   
 
The Portland tour took place in early April and focused on three areas of the city. First, the tour visited 
Portland’s Pearl District, which has served as a hotbed for heavy urbanized mixed use development.  
Participants then visited with City of Portland planning staff, and afterwards, toured the South Waterfront 
area of downtown, a former brownfield area along the Willamette River.  Finally, they met with the 
Portland metropolitan planning organization, Metro, and then visited new housing developments in the 
Lloyd District, an aging office and shopping mall district.  SACOG staff will summarize for the 
committee key themes of the tour and how they may apply to the Sacramento region.  
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