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Regional  Planning Partnership I tem #2 
 

Action Summary 
July 25, 2012 

In attendance:  
Binu Abraham, SACOG 
Charles Anderson, SMAQMD 
Theresa Arnold, SACOG 
Matthew Baker, ECOS 
Jerry Barton, EDCTC 
Mike Brady, Caltrans 
Victoria S. Cacciatore, SACOG 
Jose Luis Caceres, SACOG 
Scott Carson, FHWA 
Jason Crow, CARB 
Shalanda Christian, Caltrans 
John Deeter, ECOS 
Renee Devere-Oki, SACOG 
Eric Fredericks, Caltrans 

James Houpt 
Matt Jones, YSAQMD 
Samuel Jordan, Caltrans 
John Kelley, EPA 
Luke McNeel-Caird, PCTPA 
David Melko, PCTPA 
Anne Novotny, El Dorado County DOT 
Refugio Razo, Sacramento County DOT 
Larry Robinson, SMAQMD 
Sharon Scherzinger, EDCTC 
Brit Snipes, City of Rancho Cordova 
Elizabeth Sparkman, City of Rancho Cordova 
Lacey Symons-Holtzen, SACOG 
Matt Williams 

 

1. Introductions and Information Sharing.  None. 
 

2. Action Summary of May 23, 2012.  Mr. Robinson motioned to accept the action summary; 
Mr. Jones seconded the motion. The Partnership voted in favor of accepting the action 
summary and the motion carried. 
 

3. Draft 2013/16 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, Amendment #1 to 
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 2035 and Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis.  Mr. Cáceres introduced the Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program (MTIP), which includes all federally funded and regionally significant 
projects in the region. The MTIP is approved every two years in the Sacramento region and 
accounts for all transportation funds scheduled to be spent in the region over the next four 
years.  The draft 2013/16 MTIP reflects changes to completion years and scopes of projects, 
thus an amendment to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan Sustainable Communities 
Strategy for 2035 (MTPSCS 2035) is also needed. 
 
SACOG staff modeled and analyzed the proposed changes and determined that the 2013/16 
MTIP and Amendment #1 to the MTPSCS 2035 conforms to all applicable federal air quality 
requirements and stays within the state issued greenhouse gas targets. Mr. Cáceres added that 
public review ended July 23, but comments submitted now would still be included.  The 
public hearing for the adoption of the 2013/16 MTIP and Amendment #1 to the MTPSCS 
2035 will be held at the SACOG Transportation Committee on August 2.  Staff anticipates 
the MTIP and Amendment to the MTPSCS will be approved in December.  
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Mr. Cáceres explained that the MTIP is a living document that frequently requires minor 
adjustments to maintain accuracy. Mr. Carson added that MAP-21 would result in an 
amendment to change the names of fund sources identified in the MTIP.  Mr. Cáceres added 
that anyone wishing to look at most current version of project in the MTIP could request a 
SACTrak ID. 
 
Mr. Melko motioned to recommend that the Transportation Committee recommend approval 
of the Draft 2013/16 MTIP, Amendment #1 to the MTPSCS 2035, and the accompanying Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis to the Board; Mr. Robinson seconded the motion. The 
Partnership voted in favor of recommending that the Transportation Committee recommend 
approval of the Draft 2013/16 MTIP, Amendment #1 to the MTPSCS 2035, and the 
accompanying Air Quality Conformity Analysis to the Board and the motion carried. 
 

4. Exemption Concurrence for I-80 3-Mile Truck Climbing Lane.  Ms. Christian introduced 
the three-mile truck climbing lane proposed near Colfax.  Mr. Jordan explained that Caltrans 
requested exemption for the project that is intended to improve safety and operations along 
eastbound Interstate 80.  Truck climbing lanes are often categorized as exempt from regional 
and project level air quality conformity analysis unless there is something “unusual” about 
the project; FHWA determined that the particular project is subject to additional review from 
the interagency consultation body due to the project’s three-mile length.  Mr. Crow added 
that the project is located outside of the region’s PM2.5 non-attainment area. 
 
Mr. Melko motioned to determine that the I-80 3-Mile Truck Climbing Lane is exempt from 
regional and project level air quality conformity analysis under the Safety Improvements 
category; Mr. Crow seconded the motion. The Partnership voted in favor of determining that 
the I-80 3-Mile Truck Climbing Lane is exempt from regional and project level air quality 
conformity analysis under the Safety Improvements category and the motion carried. 
 

5. SACOG Managed Fund Policy. Ms. Arnold introduced the topic of a SACOG Managed 
Fund Policy to the Partnership.  The SACOG Managed Fund was created eight years ago to 
bolster project delivery in the four-county RTPA. With loans coordinated through the 
SACOG Managed Fund, local agencies could borrow funds to use for a local match to 
deliver projects ahead of schedule and repay SACOG with local funds in following years. 
Ms. Arnold explained that the SACOG Managed Fund has also been used to help smaller 
projects avoid federalizing and has put many projects in a stronger position to qualify for 
new funds when the opportunity arose, such as bond funds.  Loans from the SACOG 
Managed Fund are formalized in a legally enforceable written agreement.  
 
Ms. Arnold explained that any project wishing to use SACOG Managed Funds must be 
presented to the SACOG Board of Directors. The creation of a policy will help clarify the 
uses of the SACOG Managed Fund.  She anticipates developing a SACOG Managed Fund 
policy in the next few months; the final policy will be presented to the Board for approval.  
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6. Transportation Control Measure Update. Ms. Cacciatore updated the Partnership on the 
status of the three remaining SACOG Transportation Control Measures (TCM) from the 
2009 Ozone State Implementation Plan. All three TCMs are scheduled to conclude by the 
end of December 2012. 

 
Review of literature, case studies, and existing conditions within the region has begun for the 
TCM “Research a Regional Parking Regulation Policy to Provide Incentives for Use of 
Alternative Modes.”   Subsequent work will include an analysis of how parking policies may 
impact development, travel behavior, and the MTPSCS growth pattern. Questions about the 
study and scope can be directed to Mr. Holtzen and Ms. Sprowls. 
 
Review of applicable research has begun for the TCM “Research a Transportation Pricing 
Policy.”  Subsequent work will entail identifying possible transportation pricing policies and 
defining their possible application to our region.  It will also include an analysis of the 
potential impact pricing policies could have on regional emissions. Questions about the study 
and scope can be directed to Ms. Cacciatore.  
 
For the TCM “Adopt a Safe Routes to School Policy and Implement a Pilot Program,” a 
workshop is scheduled for late fall; a policy supporting Safe Routes to School is scheduled to 
go to the SACOG Board in November or December.  Questions about the project can be 
directed to Ms. Symons-Holtzen. 
 
Ms. Cacciatore added that the Partnership will receive another update regarding these TCMs 
in September; interested parties are encouraged to contact the project managers to 
communicate their interest in contributing to the TCMs.  Members of the Partnership 
conveyed their interest in the results of the TCMs and expressed that the studies would likely 
identify possible methods of achieving greater emission reductions in the future, as many of 
the “low hanging fruit” methods to reduce emissions have already been exhausted.  
 

7. Adjournment. Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Melko seconded the 
motion. The Partnership voted in favor of adjourning the meeting and the motion carried. 
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