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Regional Growth Projections for 2020 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 
Issue:  The regional growth outlook is one of the first steps in the 2020 MTP/SCS. 
 
Recommendation: Information only. 
 
Discussion: The regional growth projections are one of the first steps in the road to the 2020 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS). The projections start with the regional 
employment growth in the context of the national and state economic projections.  The number of jobs leads to the 
population projections for the region. Finally, the dwelling unit projections are developed to accommodate the 
population growth.  All of these projections are regional totals only at this point.  The allocation to cities, counties, 
and communities is done throughout the MTP/SCS process.  
 
In the 2012 MTP/SCS process there was a comprehensive assessment of growth rates in the context of factors 
internal and external to the region. The 2016 MTP/SCS process focused on implementation of the 2012 Plan so the 
total amount of growth was unchanged, but the effort looked at the pace of growth especially considering the 
recovery from the recession.  
 
For the 2020MTP/SCS process staff proposes to build off the foundation of the prior Plans through a comprehensive 
assessment of factors influencing each of the three growth categories (employment, population, housing). For 
instance, the growth of specific sectors of the economy could differ from past trends. Will the government sector 
remain the dominant sector? Are there high tech sectors that could develop faster due to the advantages of our 
universities? Can agriculture broaden to include more processing? These and other questions not only affect 
SACOG’s work but also others across the region. Staff proposes to work closely with the Greater Sacramento Area 
Economic Council (GSAEC) to use these projections to further our understanding broadly. 
 
Similarly, population has factors like aging and household income that can have significant impact on the 
transportation choices of the MTP/SCS.  And housing choices to meet the current and future needs of the region’s 
population are also very important to the Plan.  
 
The growth projections are not exclusively concerned with total amount of growth over the entire planning period. 
The pace of growth of each of these three categories has implications for the development of the MTP/SCS. Choices 
and decisions in the early years of the Plan will affect the decisions that will be made in the later years. The growth 
projections support the MTP/SCS planning process about the best way to build community through the growth of 
jobs and people to the region, rather than focusing solely on forecasting a specific number by a specific year.   
 
The growth projections for the 2016 MTP/SCS are included as an attachment for your information. 
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Attachment 
 
2016 MTP/SCS Regional Growth Projections 
 2012 2014 2020 2027 2036 

Employment 900,196 935,743 1,042,385 1,178,434 1,326,851 
Household 
Population 2,249,575 2,283,521 2,479,575 2,737,571 3,086,409 

Group 
Quarters 

Population 52,000 54,000 57,000 61,000 68,000 
Dwelling Units 902,089 908,980 951,480 1,050,480 1,187,880 

Households 829,922 854,441 908,269 1,002,773 1,128,486 
Vacancy Rate 
Assumption 8.0% 6.0% 4.5% 4.5% 5.0% 
Persons per 
Household 2.71 2.71 2.73 2.73 2.74 

Jobs/       
Dwelling Unit 1.00 1.03 1.10 1.12 1.12 

 
 


