
  

 
     Item #13-4-2 

Land Use & Natural  Resources Committee Action 
 
March 28, 2013 
 

SACOG’s Role in Flood Issues 
 
Issue:  SACOG’s role in regional flood control and floodplain management efforts. 

 

Recommendation:  That the Land Use and Natural Resources Committee recommend that the SACOG Board authorize 
staff to provide assistance in flood-related efforts by: working with the SACOG Board to act as a regional forum, offering 
technical assistance, engaging in Regional Flood Management Planning efforts, and supporting the Agricultural 
Floodplain Management Alliance. 
 
Discussion:  At its March 2012 meeting, the Board approved the following strategy for future SACOG involvement in 
flood issues: (1) offer letters of support to all local agencies seeking federal funding or approval for flood control projects; 
(2) coordinate with the Metro Chamber’s Cap-to-Cap Flood Protection Team; (3) increase the agency’s ongoing 
understanding of flood control issues; (4) consider positions on specific flood control legislation brought forward by board 
members; and (5) bring flood issues forward to a board committee for ongoing education and policy discussion.  
In 2012, staff began discussions with flood control experts about SACOG’s potential role in flood control issues. These 
conversations have helped staff better understand the issues and how they relate to the MTP/SCS and RUCS project. 
Flood control experts see value in SACOG’s role as a regional convener and an organization with extensive technical 
capacity. At the February board meeting, flood experts expressed interest in working with SACOG on the development of 
Regional Flood Management Plans. Staff and flood experts have also identified three other areas where SACOG can 
provide assistance to flood control and floodplain management initiatives that builds on the strategy adopted in 2012. The 
four SACOG roles include: 
 
1. Regional Forum. SACOG is the only body with official representation by elected officials from all 28 jurisdictions in 
the region. It provides a regional venue to discuss flood-related issues, objectives, and initiatives. The SACOG Board 
could be asked for feedback, as well as assistance in advocating on behalf of the region’s needs and objectives. 

2. Technical Assistance. SACOG has a large amount of data and analysis tools that can assist with flood-related efforts. 
SACOG could provide assistance to flood control experts to the extent its technical capacity and staff capacity can meet 
the flood-related analysis needs. SACOG staff could also use these analyses to inform the MTP/SCS.  

3. Regional Planning Assistance. In the SACOG region, three Regional Flood Management Plans will be developed as 
part of the California State Plan of Flood Control: Mid-Sacramento, Feather River, and Lower Sacramento/Delta North. 
Consultants are asking for SACOG’s assistance in identifying stakeholders and assist with outreach for the Feather River 
and Lower Sacramento/Delta North regions. Attachment A is a map of these regions. Lower Sacramento and Delta North 
are shown as two separate regions, but they have since been combined. 

4. Floodplain Management Advocacy. Changes in floodplain mapping and rules for development in floodplains are 
preventing capital improvements that support and enhance the agriculture industry. The Agricultural Floodplain 
Management Alliance (AFMA, summary included as Attachment B) is working on changing the National Flood Insurance 
Program to “promote the sustainability of agriculture in the floodplain,” while at the same time “promote prudent 
floodplain management principles and minimize the risk of increased urbanization of the floodplain.” The AFMA effort 
aligns well with the RUCS project. SACOG staff would work with AFMA members to provide technical assistance and 
federal and state advocacy. Consideration of full membership in AFMA will be brought before the board at a later date. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Attachments 
Key Staff: Kacey Lizon, Senior Planner (916) 340-6265 
  David Shabazian, Supervising Senior Planner, (916) 340-6231 
  Erik Johnson, Government & Media Affairs Coordinator, (916) 340-6247    


