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CURRENT NEWS 
 

 
TWO-MONTH TRANSPORTATION EXTENTION PASSES CONGRESS 
 
Just before leaving for the Memorial Day recess, Congress voted to extend the current highway 
and transit programs through the end of July to give lawmakers a chance to find a way to fund 
the program long-term.   
 
The current program, authorized by the Moving America Forward for the 21st Century (MAP-21) 
Act in 2012, expired on September 30, 2014 and was extended by legislation last August to May 
31, 2015.  This extension was timed to coincide with the approximate date when the 
transportation program was expected to run out of money.  
 
Spending from the Highway Trust Fund has outpaced the tax revenue collected since 2001. 
Congress has made up for these shortfalls by periodic transfers from the Treasury’s general fund 
totaling $54 billion from 2008 through 2014.  However, due to an increase in driving over the 
last year and slower than expected spending by the state departments of transportation, there was 
more funding to support the program than expected.  Therefore the two-month extension to July 
31 did not require additional funding. 
 
The additional two months gives Congress the chance to move a long-term bill and address the 
funding shortfall in the program. In fact, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
has announced it plans to mark up a 6-year reauthorization bill on June 24 with the hope that this 
will push the other committees with jurisdiction over other portions of the bill to move forward 
with their titles in the near future.  However, there is no indication that the other committees – 
most importantly the funding committees, the Senate Finance Committee and House Ways and 
Means Committee – are very far along in developing their portions of the surface transportation 
bill. 
 
The President is expected to sign the extension in the next few days. 
 
 
HOUSE PASSES APPROPS BILL 
 
On May 13, the House Appropriations Committee approved the fiscal year (FY) 2016 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) funding bill on a party-line vote of 
30-21. The legislation includes funding for the Department of Transportation, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and other related agencies.  
 
In total, the bill reflects an allocation of $55.3 billion in discretionary spending – an increase of 
$1.5 billion above fiscal year 2015 and $9.7 billion below the President’s budget request. 
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However, given reduced offsets – primarily caused by a $1.1 billion decline in Federal Housing 
Administration receipts – the bill actually represents an increase of only $25 million above the 
current level.  
 
House Republicans drew fire for including a $290 million cut to Amtrak in the FY 2006 THUD 
bill just days after the derailment in Philadelphia and for cuts of 30 percent to the Washington 
Metro Area Transit Authority days after riders were stranded due to reports of smoke in a 
subway tunnel.  Additionally, the bill includes several controversial policy riders: 
 

• allowing trucks to carry longer trailers, challenging the implementation of the USDOT 
hours of service rule and preventing USDOT from raising the minimum insurance it 
requires trucks and bus drivers to carry. 

• encouraging Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the authorizing committees 
to expand the primary freight network established by MAP-21 that was limited to 27,000 
miles of center-lane highway miles.  FHWA has stated that a 41,000-mile multimodal 
network would be more appropriate. 

• directing the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) to require each State to develop and 
implement a State grade crossing action plan no later than 18 months after enactment of 
the appropriations bill, which identifies specific solutions to improve safety at high risk 
crossings.  

• directing the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to include the following when 
notifying Congress of the execution of full funding grant agreements (FFGA) under the 
New Starts program: (1) a copy of the proposed FFGA; (2) the total and annual federal 
appropriations required for that project; (3) yearly and total federal appropriations that 
can be reasonably planned for future FFGAs for each fiscal year through 2020; (4) a 
detailed analysis of annual commitments for current and anticipated FFGAs against the 
program authorization; (5) an evaluation of whether the alternatives analysis made by the 
applicant fully assessed all viable alternatives; (6) a financial analysis of the project’s 
cost and sponsor’s ability to finance the project; (7) the source and security of all public- 
and private-sector financial instruments; (8) the project’s operating plan, which 
enumerates the project’s future revenue and ridership forecasts; and (9) a listing of all 
planned contingencies and possible risks associated with the project. 

 
The bill is expected to go to the House floor when Congress returns from Memorial Day recess. 
 
 
AMTRAK DERAILMENT LEADS TO DISCUSSION ABOUT CHANGE AT AMTRAK 
 
Two weeks ago, Amtrak train 188 derailed minutes after the train left Philadelphia en route to 
New York, leaving eight people dead and more than 200 injured. The train accelerated to 106 
miles per hour as it approached the Frankford Junction curve, which had a speed limit of just 50 
miles per hour. 
 
This accident, which is currently under investigation by the National Transportation Safety 
Board, has already led to changes at Amtrak.  First, FRA has instructed Amtrak to post more 
speed limit signs in the area.  Second, Amtrak is installing inward facing cameras on its 
locomotives, starting with the regional trains that serve the Northeast Corridor and the Keystone 
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lines into Pennsylvania.  Investigators have expressed frustration with the lack of information 
about what was happening inside the cab when the train derailed.  The engineer says he does not 
recall, and Amtrak cameras on trains currently only face outward.  Therefore, investigators are 
relying only on information from the data recorder, known colloquially as the ‘black box,” that 
follows locomotive and engineer actions. 
 
There has also been discussion in Congress about whether Amtrak funding levels were to blame 
for deteriorating conditions of the railroad and, therefore, the derailment.  When a reporter asked 
House Speaker John Boehner about the role funding played, the Speaker called the question 
“stupid” and responded, “Obviously it’s not about funding. The train was going twice the speed 
limit.”  
 
Finally, members of the Senate Commerce Committee had been expected to roll out a Senate 
companion to the House rail reauthorization bill that passed the House in March. However, the 
Amtrak derailment caused them to hold off until after the Memorial Day recess.  No draft of the 
bill is yet available to the public. 
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WHAT TO WATCH 

 
 
Legislation to Watch: House of Representatives 
Bill No. Title Lead Sponsor(s) Cosponsors Summary Status 

HR 127 
Transportation for Heroes Act 
of 2015 

Rep. Green [D-
TX-9] 

2 cosponsers; 2 
D 

To amend title 49, United States Code, with respect 
to urbanized area formula grants, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 198 MOVE Freight Act of 2015 
Rep. Sires, Albio 
[D-NJ-8] 

4 cosponsers; 4 
D 

To amend titles 23 and 49, United States Code, to 
establish national policies and programs to 
strengthen freight-related infrastructure, and for 
other purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 199 

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Infrastructure Improvement Act 
of 2015 

Rep. Sires, Albio 
[D-NJ-8] 

17 cosponsers; 
17 D and 0 R 

Authorizes the Secretary of Transportation to 
establish a pilot program to make loans and loan 
guarantees to eligible entities to carry out bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastructure projects. Prescribes 
project eligibility requirements. Requires the 
Secretary to ensure that at least 25% of funds 
provided under this Act are used to support projects 
in low-income communities. Referred to House T&I 

HR 200 Commute Less Act of 2015 
Rep. Sires, Albio 
[D-NJ-8] 

2 cosponsers; 
2D 

To amend titles 23 and 49, United States Code, 
with respect to congestion mitigation and 
metropolitan transportation planning, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 223 
Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative Act of 2015 

Rep. Joyce, David 
P. [R-OH-14] 

28 cosponsers; 
14 R and 14 D 

To authorize the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, 
and for other purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 230 

To amend the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2000 to 
authorize the Central 
Everglades Planning Project, 
Florida. 

Rep. Murphy, 
Patrick [D-FL-18] 

15 cosponsers; 
7 R and 8 D 

To amend the Water Resources Development Act 
of 2000 to authorize the Central Everglades 
Planning Project, Florida. Referred to House T&I 

HR 278 TIGER CUBS 
Rep. Larsen, Rick 
[D-WA-2] 

1 cosponser: 
Rep. DelBene, 
Suzan K. [D-
WA-1]* 

This Act may be cited as the ``Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery for 
Cities Underfunded Because of Size Act of 2015'' 

Referred to House 
Appropriations and House 
Budget 



HR 301 44 to 69 Act of 2015 
Rep. Farenthold, 
Blake [R-TX-27] 

4 cosponsers; 0 
R and 4 D 

To amend the Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act of 1991 with respect to the 
identification of high priority corridors on the 
National Highway System, and for other purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 309 
Gas Tax Replacement Act of 
2015 

Rep. Huffman, 
Jared [D-CA-2] 0 cosponsers 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide for repealing the gas tax and establishing a 
carbon tax on highway fuels, and for other 
purposes. 

Referred to House Energy & 
Commerce and House Ways & 
Means 

HR 354 

To impose a civil penalty 
against a railroad carrier when 
a shift change of train 
employees causes a blockage 
of vehicular traffic at a grade 
crossing. 

Rep. Duffy, Sean 
P. [R-WI-7] 

2 cosponsers; 
2R 

To impose a civil penalty against a railroad carrier 
when a shift change of train employees causes a 
blockage of vehicular traffic at a grade crossing. Referred to House T&I 

HR 365 

To direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to conduct a 
notice and comment rulemaking 
before implementing certain 
policies relating to obstruction 
evaluation aeronautical studies, 
and for other purposes. 

Rep. Cohen, 
Steve [D-TN-9] 

4 consponsors; 
3R, 1D 

To direct the Secretary of Transportation to conduct 
a notice and comment rulemaking before 
implementing certain policies relating to obstruction 
evaluation aeronautical studies, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 390 Moving Obstructed Trains In-
between Openings Now 
(MOTION) Act 

Rep. F. James 
Sensenbrenner, 
Jr. (R-WI-5) 

4 cosponsors; 
4R 

To allow railroad employees to remain on duty as 
necessary to clear a blockage of vehicular traffic at 
grade crossings. 

Referred to House T&I 

HR 413 
Partnership to Build America 
Act of 2015 

Rep. Delaney (D-
MD-6) 

38 cosponsers; 
19 D, 19 R 

To establish the American Infrastructure Fund, to 
provide bond guarantees and make loans to States, 
local governments, and infrastructure providers for 
investments in certain infrastructure projects, and to 
provide equity investments in such projects, and for 
other purposes. 

Referred to House T&I, Ways & 
Means 

HR 625 Infrastructure 2.0 Act 
Rep. Delaney (D-
MD-6) 

18 cosponsers; 
9R, 9D 

To eliminate the incentive for corporations to 
continue to hold accumulated earnings offshore, to 
invest in domestic infrastructure, to provide for 
international tax reform, and for other purposes. 

Referred to House T&I, Ways & 
Means, House Rules 

HR 652 

State Transportation and 
Infrastructure Financing 
Innovation Act (STIFIA) 

Rep. Hanna (R-
NY-22) 

3 cosponsers; 
2D, 1R 

To amend title 23, United States Code, to 
reauthorize the State infrastructure bank program. Referred to House T&I 

HR 679 
To establish a road usage 
charge pilot 

Rep. Blumenauer 
(D-OR-3) 0 cosponsers 

To establish a Road Usage Charge Pilot Program 
to study mileage-based fee systems, and for other 
purposes. 

Referred to House Ways & 
Means; House T&I; House 
Commerce 

HR 680 UPDATE Act Rep. Blumenauer 28 cosponsers; To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to Referred to House Ways & 
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(D-OR-3) 28D increase the excise tax on gasoline, diesel, and 
kerosene fuels. 

Means 

HR 705 
Rail Crossings Safety 
Improvement Act 

Rep. Maloney [D-
NY-18] 1 cosponser; 1D 

To amend the authorization in title 49, United 
States Code, for capital grants for rail line 
relocation projects. Referred to House T&I 

HR 749 

Passenger Rail Reform and 
Investment Act of 2015 
(PRRIA) 

Rep. Shuster [R-
PA-9 

12 cosponsers; 
6D, 6R 

Reauthorizes funding for passenger rail with 
reforms, streamining, and greater funding for the 
Northeast Corridor 

Passed House 316 YEA -101 
NAY, Referred to Senate 
Commerce 

HR 844 

To require a plan approved by 
the Surface Transportation 
Board for the long-term storage 
of rail cars on certain railroad 
tracks. 

Rep. Kline, John 
[R-MN-2] 0 cosponsers 

To require a plan approved by the Surface 
Transportation Board for the long-term storage of 
rail cars on certain railroad tracks. Referred to House T&I 

HR 910 

Vehicle-to-Infrastructure Safety 
Technology Investment 
Flexibility Act of 2015 

Rep. Miller, 
Candice S. [R-MI-
10] 2 cosponser; 2D 

To provide eligibility under certain highway 
programs for projects for the installation of vehicle-
to-infrastructure communication equipment, and for 
other purposes. 

Referred to House T&I + 
Subcommittee on Highways and 
Transit 

HR 935 
National Freight Trust Fund Act 
of 2015 

Rep. Hahn [D-CA-
44] 

18 cosponsers; 
16 D, 2 R  

To establish a National Freight Network Trust Fund 
to improve the performance of the national freight 
network, and for other purposes. 

Referred to House T&I, Ways & 
Means 

HR 946 
Commuter Rail Passenger 
Safety Act 

Rep. Maloney [D-
NY-18] 1 cosponser; 1D 

To make loans and loan guarantees under section 
502 of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory 
Reform Act of 1976 available for implementing 
positive train control systems, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 990 Commuter Parity Act of 2015 
Rep. King [R-NY-
2] 

23 cosponsers; 
14D, 9R 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
modify the exclusion for transportation benefits. 

Referred to House Ways & 
Means 

HR 
1046 

To amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to make 
permanent the rule providing 
parity for the exclusion from 
income for employer-provided 
mass transit and parking 
benefits. 

Rep. Norton, 
Eleanor Holmes 
[D-DC-At Large] 

3 cosponsers; 
3D 

Makes transit benefits equal to parking benefits on 
a permanent basis 

Referred to House Ways & 
Means 

HR 
1274 Vision Zero Act of 2015 

Rep. Blumenauer 
(D-OR-3) 

20 cosponsers; 
19D, 1R 

To authorize the Secretary of Transportation to 
make grants to assist units of local government in 
developing and implementing plans, known as 
Vision Zero plans, to eliminate transportation-
related fatalities and serious injuries, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 
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HR 
1290 

Impact of diverting freight in 
urban areas 

Rep. Ellison, Keith 
[D-MN-5] 0 cosponsers 

To provide for a study by the Transportation 
Research Board of the National Academies on the 
impact of diverting certain freight rail traffic to avoid 
urban areas, and for other purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 
1308 

Economy in Motion: The 
National Multimodal and 
Sustainable Freight 
Infrastructure Act 

Rep. Lowenthal, 
Alan S. [D-CA-47] 

12 cosponsers; 
10D 2R 

Establish a Multimodal Freight Funding Formula 
Program to distribute funds to states, and a 
National Freight Infrastructure Competitive Grant 
Program to make grants to entities for projects, to 
improve the efficiency and reliability of freight 
movement in the United States; establish a 
multimodal national freight network to accomplish 
the goals of the national freight policy; develop and 
improve tools to support an outcome-oriented, 
performance-based approach to evaluate proposed 
freight-related and other transportation projects. 
Require state freight plans to include strategies and 
goals to decrease greenhouse gas emissions, local 
air pollution, water runoff, and wildlife habitat loss. 
Amends the Internal Revenue Code to: impose a 
1% excise tax upon taxable ground transportation 
of property (i.e., transportation by freight rail or 
truck trailer and semitrailer chassis and bodies, 
suitable for use with a trailer or semitrailer with a 
gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or more), 
and deposit such tax revenues into a Freight Trust 
Fund to finance the Multimodal Freight Funding 
Formula Program and the National Freight 
Infrastructure Competitive Grant Program. 

Referred to House Ways & 
Means; House T&I; 

HR 
1330 

American-Made Energy and 
Infrastructure Jobs Act 

Rep. Stivers, 
Steve [R-OH-15] 1 cosponser; 1D 

To amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to 
require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct 
offshore oil and gas leasing, to use revenues from 
such leasing to capitalize bonds that provide a 
dedicated source of revenue to fund highway, other 
transportation, and water infrastructure projects, 
and for other purposes. 

Referred to Energy and 
Commerce; Natural Resources; 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure; Ways and Means 

HR 
1393 

Innovation in Surface 
Transportation Act 

Rep. Davis, 
Rodney [R-IL-13] 

8 cosponsers; 6 
D, 2 R 

to direct the Secretary of Transportation to 
establish an innovation in surface transportation 
program Referred to House T&I 

HR 
1461 DRIVE Act 

Rep. Massie, 
Thomas [R-KY-4] 

5 cosponsers; 
5R 

Removes the Mass Transit Account from the HTF 
effective October 2015; Removes the 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), 
programs related to complying with the ADA and 
safe routes to school from the HTF; Removes bike 

Referred to House T&I, Ways & 
Means 
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path and pedestrian walkway programs from the 
HTF; Removes non-federal aid highway bridges 
(so-called off-system bridges), currently eligible for 
funding per 23 USC 133g, from the Trust Fund. 

HR 
1483 

Highway Trust Fund Reform 
Act of 2015 

Rep. Foxx, 
Virginia [R-NC-5] 1 cosponser; 1R Repeals Davis Beacon 

Referred to House T&I, 
Education & Workforce 

HR 
1551 

Highway Restoration Act of 
2015 

Rep. Sanford [R-
SC] 

8 cosponsers; 
8R 

Phases out Mass Transit Account by 20% 
increments. Eliminates it by 2020 

Referred to House Ways & 
Means 

HR 
1606 

National Intersection and 
Interchange Safety 
Construction Program Act of 
2015 

Rep. Emmer, Tom 
[R-MN-6] 0 cosponsers 

To direct the Secretary of Transportation to 
establish a national intersection and interchange 
safety construction program, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 
1679 

Bakken Crude Stabilization Act 
of 2015 

Rep. Garamendi, 
John [D-CA-3] 0 cosponsers 

To ensure the safe transportation of Bakken crude 
oil by rail, and for other purposes.  Referred to House T&I 

HR 
1692 

Safety, Efficiency, and 
Accountability in Transportation 
Projects Through Public 
Inspection Act of 2015 

Rep. Edwards, 
Donna F. [D-MD-
4]  

1 cosponser; 1 
D 

To require public employees to perform the 
inspection of State and local surface transportation 
projects, and related essential public functions, to 
ensure public safety, the cost-effective use of 
transportation funding, and timely project delivery. Referred to House T&I 

HR 
1724 

Transportation Funds 
Exemption Act of 2015 

Rep. Westerman, 
Bruce [R-AR-4] 0 cosponsers 

To amend title 23, United States Code, to reduce 
Federal spending on surface transportation 
programs by limiting State and local taxation on 
purchases of construction materials made with 
funds made available from the Highway Trust Fund, 
and for other purposes. 

 

HR 
1804 Crude-By-Rail Safety Act 

Rep. McDermott, 
Jim [D-WA-7] 

4 cosponsers; 
4D 

To protect the public, communities across America, 
and the environment by increasing the safety of 
crude oil transportation by railroad, and for other 
purposes. Referred to House T&I 

HR 
1846 

The Bridge to Sustainable 
Infrastructure Act 

Rep. Renacci, 
James B. [R-OH-
16] 

30 cosponsers; 
22D, 8R Ties the federal gas tax to inflation 

Referred to House T&I, Ways & 
Means 

HR 
1914 

No More Tolls for Roads Act of 
2015 

Rep. Johnson, 
Sam [R-TX-3] 0 cosponsers 

Bans future toll and toll pilot projects on any roads 
with federal participation Referred to House T&I 

HR2021 
To prohibit the expenditure of 
Federal funds to Amtrak 

Rep. Salmon, Matt 
[R-AZ-5] 0 cosponsers 

To prohibit the expenditure of Federal funds to 
Amtrak 

Referred to House T&I, 
Subcommittee on Railroads, 
Pipelines, HMs 

HR 
2071 Safe Streets Act 

Rep. Matsui, Doris 
O. [D-CA-6] 

18 cosponsers; 
10R, 8D 

To ensure the safety of all users of the 
transportation system, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit users, children, older individuals, Referred to House T&I 
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and individuals with disabilities, as they travel on 
and across federally funded streets and highways. 

HR 
2172 

To establish a pilot toll credit 
market place program, and for 
other purposes 

Rep. Lipinski, 
Daniel [D-IL-3] 1 cosponser; 1R 

To establish a pilot toll credit market place program, 
and for other purposes Referred to House T&I 

HR 
2332 

Nation Building Here at Home 
Act of 2015 

Rep. Higgins, 
Brian [D-NY-26] 0 cosponsers 

To direct the Secretary of Transportation to 
establish a transformational infrastructure 
competitive grant program, and for other purposes. 
Provides $985 billion for highway, bridge, port, 
public transit, rail, aviation, and water infrastructure 
projects Referred to House T&I 

HR 
2353 

Highway and Transportation 
Funding Act 

Rep. Shuster, Bill 
[R-PA-9] 

Rep. Ryan, Paul 
[R-WI-1] 

To provide an extension of Federal-aid highway, 
highway safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and 
other programs funded out of the Highway Trust 
Fund, and for other purposes until July 31, 2015.  

Passed by recorded vote: 387 - 
35 

HR 
2379 

 

Rep. Lowey, Nita 
M. [D-NY-17] 1 cosponsor; 1D 

To prohibit the transportation of certain volatile 
crude oil by rail. Referred to House T&I 

HR 
2410 Grow America Act 

Rep. DeFazio, 
Peter A. [D-OR-4] 

24 cosponsers; 
24D 

Provides a total of $478 billion over six years, a 45 
percent increasefor highways, bridges, public 
transportation, highway safety, and rail programs. 

Referred to House Budget; 
Energy and Commerce; Natural 
Resources; Oversight and 
Government Reform; Rules; 
Science, Space, and 
Technology; Transportation and 
Infrastructure; Ways and Means 

HR 
2495 

TIGER Grants for Job Creation 
Act 

Rep. Waters, 
Maxine [D-CA-43] 

68 cosponsers; 
68D 

This bill will provide an emergency supplemental 
appropriation of $7.5 billion over the next 6 years 
for the TIGER program. The funding will be exempt 
from sequestration and will not reduce funds 
available for other federal programs. 

Referred to House 
Appropriations; Budget 

HR 
2497 

 

Rep. Denham, Jeff 
[R-CA-10] 

10 cosponsors; 
10R 

To direct the Secretary of Transportation to 
establish a program to eliminate duplicative 
environmental reviews and approvals under State 
and Federal law of rail and highway projects, and 
for other purposes 

Referred to House Natural 
Resources; T&I 

HR 
2563 

 

Rep. Van Hollen, 
Chris [D-MD-8] 1 cosponsor; 1D 

To amend title 49, United States Code, to allow 
States to regulate tow truck operations. Referred to House T&I 
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Legislation to Watch: Senate 
Bill 
No. 

Title Lead 
Sponsor(s) 

Cosponsors Summary Status 

S 
188 

A bill to ensure that oil 
transported through the 
Keystone XL pipeline into the 
U.S. is used to reduce U.S. 
dependence on Middle Eastern 
oil 

Markey (D-
MA) 

0 cosponsers A bill to ensure that oil transported through the Keystone XL pipeline into 
the U.S. is used to reduce U.S. dependence on Middle Eastern oil 

Referred to Energy 
& Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

S 
206 

Local Transportation 
Infrastructure Act 

Ayotte (R-
NH) 0 cosponsers 

To amend title 23, United States Code, to reauthorize the State 
infrastructure bank program. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
268 Rebuild America Act of 2015 

Sanders (I-
VT) 

1 cosponser 
[Milkulski (D-
MD)] 

A bill to improve the infrastructure of the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

Referred to Banking 
Committee 

S 
443 

A bill to prohibit the long-term 
storage of rail cars on certain 
railroad tracks unless STB 
approved rail carrier's rail car 
storage plan 

Klobuchar 
(D-MN) 0 cosponsers 

A bill to prohibit the long-term storage of rail cars on certain railroad 
tracks unless the Surface TransportationBoard has approved the rail 
carrier's rail car storage plan 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
650 

A bill to extend the positive train 
control system implementation 
deadline, and for other 
purposes. 

Blunt (R-
MO) 

13 cosponsers; 
11R, 2D 

A bill to extend the positive train control system implementation 
deadline, and for other purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
705 

Transportation Alternatives 
Program Improvement Act  

Cochran (R-
MS) 

1 cosponser; 
1D 

Restore funding for TAP to the 2012 funding levels that existed for the 
three consolidated programs (Transportation Enhancements, Safe 
Routes to School, and Recreational Trails) that were consolidated to 
create TAP. Ensure that two-thirds of the program’s funds are distributed 
by population. Give states the flexibility to meet federal cost-sharing 
requirements across the entire program, which results in lower matching 
requirements for lower-resourced communities offset by higher matches 
from larger communities within a state. Allows nonprofit organizations 
and small metropolitan planning organizations to compete for funds. 
Removes unused TAP provisions, such as a provision allowing states to 
opt out of the Recreational Trails program Referred to EPW 

S 
762 

Innovation in Surface 
Transportation Act 

Wicker (R-
MS) 

3 cosponsers; 
2 D, 1 R 

to direct the Secretary of Transportation to establish an innovation in 
surface transportation program Referred to EPW 

S 
769 Trains Act 

Blunt (R-
MO) 

2 cosponsers; 
1 R, 1D To streamline the permit process for rail and transit infrastructure. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

                                                                                                                                10 | P a g e  



S 
808 

The Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) Reauthorization 
Act of 2015 

Thune (R-
SD) 

1 cosponser; 
1D 

A bill to establish the Surface Transportation Board as an independent 
establishment, and for other purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
853 

Rail Shipper Fairness Act of 
2015 

Baldwin (D-
WI) 0 cosponsers 

A bill to improve the efficiency and reliability of rail transportation by 
reforming the Surface Transportation Board, and for other purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
859 Crude-By-Rail Safety Act 

Cantwell (D-
WI) 

4 cosponsers; 
4D 

A bill to protect the public, communities across America, and the 
environment by increasing the safety of crude oil transportation by 
railroad, and for other purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
981 Invest in Transportation Act Paul (R-KY) 

5 cosponsers; 
4R, 1D 

A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a 
repatriation holiday, to increase funding to the Highway Trust Fund 

Referred to Finance 
Committee 

S 
1175 

A bill to improve the safety of 
hazardous materials rail 
transportation, and for other 
purposes 

Wyden (D-
OR) 

7 cosponsers; 
7D 

A bill to improve the safety of hazardous materials rail transportation, 
and for other purposes 

Referred to Finance 
Committee 

S 
1296 Build USA Act 

Fischer (R-
NE) 0 cosponsers 

A bill to establish the American Infrastructure Bank to offer States the 
option for more flexibility in financing and funding infrastructure projects.  

Referred to Finance 
Committee 

S 
1350 

Surface Transportation 
Extension Act of 2015 

Carper (D-
DE)  

1 cosponser; 
1D 

To provide a short-term extension of Federal-aid highway, highway 
safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and other programs funded out of the 
Highway Trust Fund, and for other purposes. 

Placed on Senate 
Legislative Calendar 
under General 
Orders. Calendar 
No. 85. 

S 
1360 

 

Nelson (D-
FL) 

3 cosponsers; 
3D 

A bill to amend the limitation on liability for passenger rail 
accidents or incidents under section 28103 of title 49, United 
States Code, and for other purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
1404 

State Transportation Flexibility 
Act 

Portman (R-
OH) 

3 cosponsers; 
3R A bill to free States to spend gas taxes on their transportation priorities. Referred to EPW 

S 
1433 

 

Klobuchar 
(D-MN) 

3 cosponser; 
2R, 1D 

A bill to amend title 23, United States Code, to improve highway safety 
and for other purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
1454 

 

Fischer (R-
NE) 

1 cosponsor; 
1R 

A bill to enhance interstate commerce by creating a National Hiring 
Standard for Motor Carriers. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 

S 
1462 

 

Schumer (D-
NY) 

4 cosponsors; 
4D 

A bill to improve the safety of oil shipments by rail and for other 
purposes. 

Referred to 
Commerce 
Committee 
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