
 

  
 

Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee                 Item #13-5-12 
                           Information   

May 3, 2013 
 

Opposition to HUD Field Office Closure 

Issue: The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is proposing closing the Sacramento Field Office. 

Recommendation: None; this is informational. 

Discussion: On April 24, HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan announced the closure of 16 Field Offices, including one in Sacramento 
and one in Fresno. The offices could close as soon as this fall. While SACOG has not historically worked closely with HUD, over 
the past four years, SACOG and other local agencies have benefitted directly from support from senior staff at the Sacramento Field 
Office, as well as several grants.  
 
In 2009, HUD acknowledged the strong connection between land use, air quality, and transportation, by joining the Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities with the U.S. Department of Transportation and Environmental Protection Agency. In 2010, SACOG 
received a Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant from HUD, which allowed for on-the-ground work in five 
communities in the Sacramento region to accelerate development around transit stations. This grant also helped with the 
development and implementation of the MTP/SCS. Additionally, the region has benefitted from a Community Challenge Grant to 
assess the feasibility of a TOD Loan Fund and analyze food distribution. The City of West Sacramento also received a Community 
Challenge Grant for the Washington District Plan for Sustainable Community Development. 
 
Combined with the San Joaquin Valley, staff believes that the greater Central Valley needs direct assistance through the Sacramento 
and Fresno Field Offices. With some of the highest unemployment and foreclosure rates in the nation, staff believes that the 
continued operations out of the Field Offices will provide important direct support to our communities. 
 
Under SACOG’s Advocacy Procedures, this is an administrative action covered by SACOG’s Federal Advocacy Principles. The 
Sacramento Field Office has taken actions that are consistent with several of SACOG’s Federal Advocacy Principles, and staff 
believes that the closure of the office would affect the well-being of SACOG and its member jurisdictions. There is a very short 
timeframe for Secretary Donovan to reconsider his decision, so there is not adequate time to bring this to the full Board. Under the 
Advocacy Procedures, the CEO is authorized to send a letter to Secretary Donovan the week of May 6 urging him to reconsider his 
decision, and then email a copy of the letter to the Board. This item is before the Committee because there was sufficient time to 
bring it forward for information. 
 
Specifically, HUD and its Field Office have supported SACOG consistent with the following Federal Advocacy Principles: (1) 
support continued funding for transportation and land use linked planning…; (2) fund SACOG to implement the Blueprint preferred 
growth scenario, and continue technical assistance for cities and counties; (3) encourage implementation of Blueprint preferred 
growth scenario with unique funding sources for new and improved infrastructure to support concentrated housing and employment 
in high frequency transit corridors; and (4) support the revitalization of aging suburban commercial corridors through investing in 
infrastructure system retrofits and context-sensitive design for infill developments. 
 
Approved by: 

 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 

 
 

Key Staff: Kirk Trost, Chief Operating Officer/General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 
 Erik Johnson, Government & Media Affairs Coordinator, (916) 340-6247 


