
 

 Item #16-9-12 

SACOG Board of  Directors  Report  
 
September 8, 2016 
 
Chief Executive Officer's Report  
 
The following is a brief status report on some of the major issues and projects currently 
being advanced by SACOG.   
 
CONSENT ITEMS:   
All of the items on the consent calendar received unanimous support in their respective policy 
committees. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS:  
These items are non-action item.  SACOG staff will make informational presentations and be 
available for questions. There will be opportunity for Board discussion. 
 
LAND USE ACTIVITIES:  
SACOG conducts the following Blueprint Implementation Land Use Activities in response to requests 
from member agencies and/or developers or non-governmental organizations:  
1) provision of data and/or technical support to member agencies implementing the Blueprint;  
2) review and comment on development proposals regarding their consistency with the Blueprint 
principles or the MTP/SCS; and 3) educational presentations on the Blueprint.  
 
In the months of August and September, SACOG staff conducted the following Blueprint 
Implementation land use activities: 

 At the request of Placer County, submitted a letter of Blueprint consistency on The Park at 
Granite Bay. 

 Continued to provide technical assistance on the City of Elk Grove general plan update. 
 
CALENDAR:   
 
September 29 10:00 a.m. Transportation Committee 
September 29 1:00 p.m. Land Use & Natural Resources Committee 
October 10 10:00 a.m. Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee Meeting 
October 20 9:30 a.m. SACOG Board Meeting 
October 20 11:00 a.m. Innovation Task Force 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer   
 
Attachments 



Sacramento Area 
Council of  
Governments 

1415 L Street, 
Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA 
95814 

tel:  916.321.9000 
fax: 916.321.9551 
tdd: 916.321.9550 
www.sacog.org 

August 22, 2016 

E.J. Ivaldi, Deputy Planning Director 
Placer County Planning Services 
3091 County Center Drive 
Auburn, CA 95603 

Re: The Park at Granite Bay 

Dear Mr. Ivaldi: 

This letter is in response to a request from Supervisor Kirk Uhler for review of the 
proposed Park project located along Sierra College Boulevard between the streets of 
Annabelle Avenue to the north and Haskell Way to the South. Thank you for the 
invitation to comment on this project as it relates to the Preferred Blueprint 
Alternative map and principles. 

The proposed project was compared to the Preferred Blueprint Scenario, a 
conceptual map intended to be interpreted and used as a concept level illustration of 
smart growth principles. This Preferred Scenario is not intended to direct how a 
specific parcel should or should not be developed in a particular manner, but rather 
give direction on how the region needs to develop generally to reap the benefits of 
the Preferred Scenario. For this reason, it is not possible to apply the map at a parcel 
level.  With that caveat, the proposed site plan has features consistent with the 
Preferred Blueprint Scenario. 

SACOG staff evaluated the developer’s site plan, which proposes a residential 
community comprised of 56 single family dwelling units and a 0.8 acre park.  The 
following are the major findings: 

Findings and Evaluation: 

An essential strategy of the Blueprint is to put more housing close to the regional job 
centers to support shorter auto trips, reduced vehicle miles traveled, and increased 
options for biking, walking or transit. This concept of jobs-housing balance is 
encouraged in the Blueprint principle of mixed land uses. The proposed project 
supports this jobs-housing balance strategy because it proposes housing at a location 
between the Roseville and Folsom job centers. That means future residents of the 
project will live within four miles of over 59,000 jobs. 

Auburn 

Citrus Heights 

Colfax 

Davis 

El Dorado County 

Elk Grove 

Folsom 

Galt 

Isleton 

Live Oak 

Lincoln 

Loomis 

Marysville 

Placer County 

Placerville 

Rancho Cordova 

Rocklin 

Roseville 

Sacramento 

Sacramento County 

Sutter County 

West Sacramento 

Wheatland 

Winters 

Woodland 

Yolo County 

Yuba City 

Yuba County 

Attachment



 

E.J. Ivaldi, Deputy Planning Director 
August 22, 2016 

Page 2 
 

• Mixed land use is also an important principle at the neighborhood scale. The proposed project supports 
this principle by offering a park within the small development site, which will allow both project 
residents and nearby residents the ability to walk or bike to the park. The project site is also less than a 
quarter mile from an existing shopping center, which gives residents the opportunity to travel a very 
short distance to dining, shopping and retail services.  

 
• Infill development, or using existing assets, is another strategy essential to the success of the Blueprint. 

The Blueprint Preferred Scenario achieves transportation, air quality and other quality of life benefits 
by relying in part on infill projects to be developed. Infill locations with excellent access to jobs are 
particularly important to develop because they can support shorter and fewer vehicle trips. The 
proposed project clearly supports this principle as it is putting housing on a vacant lot served by 
existing infrastructure, in close proximity to existing retail and along a major suburban arterial corridor. 
It further adds to the mix of uses within the area with its publicly accessibly park.  
 

• Natural resource conservation is a Blueprint principle that encourages the conservation of open lands 
and natural resources, and incorporation of public-use open space within a community. As an infill 
project, the Park inherently supports this principle by developing in a location already surrounded by 
development. In addition, it incorporates landscape buffers around its perimeter. 

 
In summary, the proposed project is consistent with several of the Preferred Blueprint Scenario goals. We 
hope you find these comments useful and would be happy to provide any additional information or 
assistance. Again, thank you for inviting SACOG’s input on this project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
MM:KL:pm 
 


