
 
  Item #13-6-1 

SACOG Board of  Directors Act ion 
 
June 11, 2013 
 
Blueprint Implementation 
 
Issue: SACOG Policy for staff comments on development projects. 
 
Recommendation: The Strategic Planning Committee recommends that the Board of Directors adopt a 
resolution reaffirming current Board policy supporting the Blueprint and its implementation program with 
some additional informational and procedural provisions related to staff comments on development projects. 
 
Committee Action/Discussion: The Strategic Planning Committee members unanimously voted to make 
this recommendation to the Board, following a motion by Director Peters and a second from Director Stallard 
(Directors Griego, Cohn, Peters, MacGlashan, Saylor, Cabaldon, Stallard present, Director Miklos absent). 
All speakers who testified encouraged the Committee to support the resolution as listed below: 

Autumn Bernstein, Climate Plan;  
Rick Bettis, Volunteer w/ Breathe CA, League of Women Voters and Sierra Club;   
Teri Duarte, WALK Sacramento;  
Earl Withycombe, BREATHE Sacramento Emigrant Trail;  
Matthew Baker, ECOS; and 
John Costa, North State Building Industry Association. 

 
No representatives from the Region Builders staff, board or membership were present.  (The balance of this 
staff report is unchanged from what was sent to the Strategic Planning Committee and all Board members 
early last week). 
 
At the March 21, 2013 Board meeting, Joshua Wood, Executive Director of Region Builders, raised concerns 
about SACOG staff commenting on development projects being considered by member local governments 
(Attachment 1 – Letter to several Board members dated March 18, 2013).  On April 2, 2013, Mr. Wood sent 
a letter asking that the Board adopt a new policy limiting the staff’s role to written comments on 
development projects and setting forth other procedural requirements (Attachment 2).  On April 4, 2013, 
Board Chair Mary Jane Griego sent an email to Mr. Wood and all Board members stating that in June there 
would be “…a discussion about the topic of SACOG staff involvement in providing information to our 
members regarding land use issues at a meeting of the Strategic Planning Committee...” (Attachment 3). 
 
At each of the three Board Committee meetings in May, Chief Executive Officer Mike McKeever provided a 
briefing on the origins, process and benefits of the Board’s adopted Blueprint growth strategy. At each of the 
three Board Committee meetings in June, Larry Greene, Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management 
District Air Pollution Control Officer/Executive Director, and Kacey Lizon, Senior Land Use Planner and 
MTP/SCS Project Manager, provided briefings on the interrelationships between (a) SACOG’s activities and 
the functions of the region’s air districts under the Federal Clean Air Act and (b) SACOG’s adopted policies 
and staff actions to follow Board policy on Blueprint implementation, respectively. (Videos of these 
presentations are online at: http://www.sacog.org/projects/blueprint/) 
 
Given that it has been 8.5 years since the Board adopted the Blueprint, (only 3 of 31 members were on the 
Board for that vote) staff recommends that the current Board reaffirm the Agency’s support for the Blueprint 

http://www.sacog.org/projects/blueprint/


and its implementation program, while adding additional detail regarding how staff communicates to the 
Board, member jurisdictions and stakeholders about its involvement in commenting on development projects 
(Attachment 4 – Resolution).  
 
As discussed in the June briefings, the majority of staff time implementing the Blueprint is spent working 
with members on incorporating Blueprint principles into transportation decisions and land use policies, plans 
and codes  far upstream of individual development project review. Since 2005, SACOG has had a Board-
adopted policy that provides for staff analysis and comments on development projects when requested by a 
member agency. Only 31 times during that period has staff provided such comments, and although the 
information provided is of a technical nature, in only three instances has the weight of the analysis indicated 
that the proposal is substantially inconsistent with the Blueprint or the MTP/SCS (Attachment 5) The Region 
Builders proposal to the SACOG Board came subsequent to the Sacramento County’s approval of the  
 
 
 
Cordova Hills project. Attached please find the CEO’s letter submitted at Sacramento County Supervisor 
Phil Serna’s request, a transcript of the CEO’s verbal testimony at the Board’s second public hearing, and a 
letter received from Sacramento County Supervisor Don Nottoli regarding SACOG’s role in that process 
(Attachments 6, 7 and 8). Also attached as background are a Sacramento Bee editorial, a response to the 
editorial from five local elected officials, letters to the Board from Congresswoman Doris Matsui and the 
West Sacramento Chamber of Commerce (Attachments 9, 10, 11 and 12).  It is expected that the discussion 
promised by Board Chair Griego about the Regional Builders’ requested policy change will occur during this 
agenda item. Staff recommends that the Board not adopt that proposal, as  it would unnecessarily and 
inappropriately constrain members’ ability to receive information from its staff that they may want as they 
make land use decisions.  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Key Staff:   Kirk Trost, Chief Operations Officer/Chief General Counsel, (916) 340-6210 
 
 


