
 Pedestrian and bicycle facilities; 

 Wayfinding and customer information projects for transit riders, bicyclists or pedestrians; 

 Transit prioritization projects; 

 Designation of highway lanes or shoulders for bus-only lanes; 

 New or increased light rail, bus, or bus rapid transit service on existing public rights-of-

way; and 

Charging or refueling infrastructure for zero-emission transit buses. 

Background
Last year, Governor Newsom signed into law SB 288 (Wiener) [Chapter 200, Statutes of

2020] to expand the list of transit and transportation projects statutorily exempt from the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

SB 288 could help jumpstart California’s recovery from the COVID-19 crisis by providing

targeted CEQA statutory exemptions to build a safer, more equitable, and more sustainable

transportation system. These targeted exemptions can shave project timelines by 6 months to

4 years, thereby reducing project costs and putting people back to work more quickly. Many

of the exemptions are for projects that can increase the speed of transit, which will help

restore transit ridership and revenue. Additionally, investments in bicycle lanes, complete

streets and public transit are proven job generators, creating 10-13 jobs per million dollars

spent and a 5 to 1 economic return in direct and indirect spending. 

Statutory Exemptions
The new statutory exemptions went into effect on January 1, 2021 and will sunset on

December 31, 2022. 

The exemptions apply to the following projects: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Also exempted are utility infrastructure works associated with any of those six project

categories or projects that combine components of the exempted categories. Projects by

cities or counties to reduce minimum parking requirements are also subject to the new

statutory exemption. SB 288 also modifies an existing statutory exemption for bicycle

transportation plans by deleting the requirements for a traffic and safety impact assessment

and mitigation of potential impacts. The bill also extends that bicycle transportation plans

exemption until January 1, 2030. 



The project must be incorporated into a regional transportation plan or other plan that

has undergone programmatic-level environmental review; 

All construction impacts must be fully mitigated; and,

The lead agency must prepare a business case analysis and a racial equity analysis. (Note:

The State Office of Planning and Research is preparing guidelines for these analyses with

public drafts expected by late May 2021.)    

Application Requirements for SB 288 Exemptions
Projects must be located in urbanized areas and on or within an existing public right-of-way.

Exempt projects also cannot add new automobile capacity or require the demolition of

affordable housing units. 

If a project’s cost exceeds $100 million, additional requirements apply: 

1.

2.

3.

For projects over $100 million, the lead agency must also hold at least three public meetings

prior to approving the project, including one to review the project’s business case and racial

equity analysis. Two public meetings are also required annually during project construction.

In addition, the lead agency must commit to using a skilled and trained workforce, including

by use of a project labor agreement.

Purposes and Benefits of New Exemptions
SB 288 is a no-cost stimulus that protects and creates good jobs, reduces gridlock and

harmful pollution, helps essential workers, and provides safe and affordable transportation

choices for all. Greater certainty and lower costs also make projects more competitive for

federal funding.   

Transportation agencies and private developers should carefully evaluate proposed projects

to determine if they can take advantage of the new exemption over the next two years. With

SB 288, California can continue its commitment to global leadership and more quickly deliver

the safe and affordable transportation that people want and need.

If you are working on a project that has benefitted from SB 288 please let us know so we can
keep track of its successes. Similarly, if you have a project or groups of projects that would
benefit from CEQA streamlining but are not covered by SB 288 or won't be able to apply
before the sunset date please let us know.  Contact: Laura Talkoff, SPUR, Ltolkoff@spur.org. 


