
A STANDING-ROOM-ONLY CROWD
gathered in the SACOG Board Room on
December 18 to honor exemplary
regional efforts in the past year at the
2003 SACOG Salutes! Annual Regional
Awards program.

“We are extremely proud to be able to
acknowledge the tireless efforts and inno-
vative collaboration each of these winners
has demonstrated to the region,” said
SACOG Vice Chair Christopher Cabaldon,
who emceed the event.

The 2003 Regional Award winners were:
Regional Elected Official of the

Year: Representative John T. Doolittle
and Representative Robert T. Matsui, for
exemplary leadership and collaboration
resulting in historic flood control, water
supply, and transportation legislation
for the Sacramento Region. Matsui’s
award was accepted by Anne Sanger;
Doolittle’s by Brian Jensen

Regional Citizen of the Year Award: Sarah
Johnson of Elk Grove, a private citizen who has
dedicated considerable time, energy and effort
to transportation planning in the region, for
exemplary commitment to  transit and transporta-
tion planning for the Sacramento Region.

Regional Employee of the Year: Terry Bas-
sett, executive director of the Yolo County
Transportation District, for exemplary achieve-
ment in providing transportation services to the
Region’s citizens as the district’s top manager.

Regional Business of the Year: Taylor Heavy
Hauling, a major user of large diesel trucks, for
exemplary efforts in replacing heavy-duty
diesel vehicles through the SECAT program,
resulting in the removal of 15.76 tons of nitro-
gen oxides per year from the air in the Sacra-
mento Region.

Regional Organization of the Year: Urban Land
Institute, Sacramento Chapter, honored for exem-
plary efforts at increasing awareness of regional
issues, including smart growth, tax-sharing, and
affordable housing.
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Countywide Blueprint
Workshops Come to
Sutter, Placer and 
Yuba Counties

The Blueprint Project
brings countywide workshops
to Sutter, Placer and Yuba
counties in January and Feb-
ruary. As with the Yolo and
Sacramento county workshop,
which drew attendance in the
hundreds, the workshops will
explore a range of potential
growth scenarios for those
counties.

A workshop schedule is
listed below:

Sutter County
January 24th, 2004, 
8:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Yuba City Senior Center
777 Ainsley Avenue
Yuba City, CA

Placer County
January 31st, 2004, 
8:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Maidu Community Center
1550 Maidu Drive
Roseville, CA

Yuba County
February 7th, 2004, 
8:30 a.m. to Noon
One Stop Training Center
1114 Yuba Street
Marysville, CA

SACOG Salutes! Ceremony 
Honors Region’s Best

Valley Vision Board Member Tom Stallard, left, and SACOG Board

Chair Christopher Cabaldon accepted the Governor’s Economic

and Environmental Leadership Award from Governor Arnold

Schwarzenegger in November. It is the State’s highest 

environmental and economic honor.

Jim Cooper, Sarah Johnson Terry Bassett, Susie Boyd

Brian Jensen, Ted GainesHeather Fargo, Anne Sanger

Blueprint Project 
Receives State’s Highest
Environmental Honor

SACOG Salutes!…
continued on page 8 
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Sandra Hilliard 
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Muriel Johnson
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Kathy Lund
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Donald Schrader
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Dan Silva
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Helen Thomson
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City of Citrus Heights
Marian Washburn
City of Placerville
Mel Wilkins
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Jody Lonergan
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Caltrans District 3

MEMBER
COUNTIES & CITIES 
El Dorado County
Placer County
Sacramento County
Sutter County
Yolo County
Yuba County
City of Auburn
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City of Colfax
City of Davis
City of Elk Grove
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City of Galt
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE NEW YEAR BRINGS us extraordi-
nary challenges and opportunities.

While the national economic cli-
mate appears to be on the upswing,
SACOG shares with the region’s cities
and counties the distress at the uncertainty of coping with a State
budget, which could shift as much as $600 million this year and
next from transportation to the General Fund. This would reduce
even further investment in the maintenance, operation, and
expansion of roads and transit systems. As the debate moves into
the Legislature, SACOG will continue to work with local jurisdictions
to defend transportation funding.

Similar advocacy efforts will continue in Washington, D.C.,
where Congress is considering the next federal transportation act.
California and Sacramento did well under the previous legisla-
tion, TEA-21, but the political climate could make unfavorable
changes next year. Our challenge comes in trying to shape what
happens on the other coast so that it benefits this region.

The opportunity to help define future land use patterns for the
region lies ahead this year with the Blueprint Project. While only
in its midpoint phase, Blueprint already has received the Gover-
nor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award for its show-
casing of “cutting-edge” land-use planning software. Blueprint
will shift its focus early this year to developing regional land use
alternatives based on smart growth principles that will be unveiled
at the annual Regional Forum on April 30. 

Working in concert with Caltrans, SACOG this year will roll
out Sacramento Region 511 traveler information that will provide
one-stop-shopping for all modes of transportation – up-to-the-
minute traffic, transit, ridesharing and biking – both by phone
and Internet. This exciting feature will be an asset to the millions
of people living in and traveling through the Region.

Finally, we must address with our five air districts and our statewide
partners the daunting task of making a new plan to achieve clean air
for the Sacramento Region. The new plan, due late in 2004, is a
requirement for our transportation program to proceed. 

We look forward to providing innovative and creative solu-
tions to the challenges that confront us. With your help, we get the
job done in exemplary fashion.

MARTIN TUTTLE 

Martin Tuttle

Challenges 
and opportunities
for 2004

BULLETIN  
BOARD

BOARD  
ACTIONS
In its December meeting the
Board of Directors took the
following actions:

• The Board of Directors appointed 
Christopher Cabaldon as Chair and 
Ted Gaines as the Vice Chair for 
2004. Cabaldon replaces Bill  
Hughes, who passed away unex-
pectedly in November.

• Reaffirmed the principles and 
authorize the Executive Director to
communicate to members of the 
Congressional delegation as appro-
priate and necessary as the bills 
progress through Congress.

• Directed staff to work to propose 
quantifiable production goals for 
regulated affordable housing.

Nominate Clean Air Champions
The American Lung Association of

Sacramento-Emigrant Trails (ALASET)
is seeking nominations for Clean Air
Champions for its 2004 Clean Air
Awards. If you know a person, busi-
ness, public agency or community
group that goes above and beyond to
help clean the air in this region, nom-
inate them today. Winners will be rec-
ognized at the 28th Annual Clean Air
Awards Luncheon on May 18, 2003.
Nominations are due January 30,
2004. For more information or a nom-
ination form, contact ALASET at (916)
444-5864 or visit www.saclung.org/.

Stockton Boulevard E-Bus
Debuts

Sacramento Regional Transit Dis-
trict (RT) debuted the Stockton
Boulevard E Bus, Route 50 E, on Mon-
day, January 5. The "enhanced bus
service" on the new route, which runs
from the Florin Mall transit center to
Downtown Sacramento and back, runs
weekdays every 15 minutes starting
at 5:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.
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Board restructures committees, adopts
a resolution supporting backfilling VLF, approves mid-
year Overall Work Program amendments and regional
priorities for next federal transportation reauthorization.

Board approves the release of the Draft 2003/04 OWP
and Budget, awards contract to a firm to upgrade economic data and
directs staff to continue to obligate Sacramento Emergency Clean Air
and Transportation (SECAT) funds.

On March 23, the first Blueprint neighborhood workshop
is held in Citrus Heights. Attendance is more than 150 people. To pro-
mote the event, a four-page insert is published in the Sacramento Bee.
The Board of Directors adopts five principles related to a new bridge
and flood control measure at Folsom Dam. It also approves extending
the SECAT (Sacramento Emergency Clean Air and Transportation) program to retrofitting school buses. The

2003/2004 Regional Priority Projects are approved. An amendment
to SACOG’s joint powers agreement (JPA) to give all of the region’s
jurisdictions a seat on the Board is proposed.

The Board approves the initiation of work on the
Elk Grove-Rancho Cordova-El Dorado Connector Study. The
Board approves a memorandum of understanding with the
Yuba/Sutter Transit Authority. Staff continues to develop an

amendment to the JPA for Board restructure. Six neighborhood Blueprint
workshops are held in Fair Oaks, Sacramento County – north, West
Sacramento, Folsom, and Sutter/Yuba County.

MONTHLY
HIGHLIGHTS
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SACOG’s Board of Directors

Sacramento Emergency Clean Air 
& Transportion

SECAT retrofits school buses

Yuba/Sutter Transit MOU approved
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The JPA Amendment is sent to the region’s cities and coun-
ties for their approval. SACOG sponsors Bike to Work Week, holds Census
2000 workshops, and eight more neighborhood workshops in Colfax, Davis,
Placer County, Sacramento County, Yuba County, Loomis, Galt and Rocklin.
The Agency receives a 2003 Clean Air Hero award from the American Lung
Association for supporting "Smog Check II," and participates in the annual

Metro Chamber of Commerce Cap-to-Cap excursion. 

On June 24, with a final vote cast by the Yuba County Board
of Supervisors, SACOG’s JPA amendment is approved. The vote will
bring the agency’s membership to 28. Chair Bill Hughes and Executive
Director Martin Tuttle brief the Chicago-land regional planning agency
on Blueprint. Five more Blueprint neighborhood workshops held in
Roseville, Lincoln, Marysville, Auburn and Woodland. 

The new City of Rancho Cordova and Town of Loomis
join SACOG. Three more Blueprint workshops are held in
Rancho Cordova, Placerville and Wheatland. The Board approves
$52 million in TDA funds.

SACOG relocates to offices in the new Meridian Plaza
building, across the street from the state Capitol and Rose
garden. The new location features a Board Room and table
that can accommodate SACOG’s expanded membership.
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Metro Chamber of Commerce Cap-to-Cap excursion

SACOG JPA Amendment is approved

Rancho Cordova Light Rail station

SACOG moves to the new Meridian Plaza building

2003
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The City of Placerville becomes a member of
SACOG, increasing the number of Board members to 31. The Board
authorizes a contract to make Blueprint project software available to
private businesses, approves Community Design program guidelines
and call for project nominations.

Blueprint Countywide workshops begin in
Yolo County – over 300 attend. The Board authorizes staff to
examine housing affordability in the region. The Regional
Rideshare Program carpool incentive program is launched.
SACOG Chair and Executive Director brief ABAG on SACOG’s
JPA. The first Community Design program workshop is held.

SACOG receives a Governor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award for the Blueprint
Project, the state’s highest environmental and economic honor, presented by Governor Schwarzenegger.

Two more countywide Blueprint workshops are held in Sacramento
County – a second information insert is included in the Bee. The
Board reaffirms the Blueprint principles. SACOG receives two
grants from the state for funding transportation planning studies and
encouraging participation of disadvantaged minority and low-
income communities in the planning process. The Board authorizes
execution of partnership with Caltrans to launch 511 Traveler
Information system.

SACOG Salutes! Annual Awards ceremony held.
Eight Unmet Transit Needs hearings and a second Community
Design workshop are held.

Past SACOG Chair– Bill Hughes

PLACE33S software

Sacramento Bee Blueprint Workshop insert
SACOG Salutes Annual Awards ceremony

2003
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• Provide more options for travelers and the movement 
of goods and services to, from and within the corridor:
• Route options (e.g. avoiding I-5, US 50 and Route 

99 for shorter trips, and avoiding local/residential 
streets for longer trips)

• Mode options (auto, transit, non-motorized)
• Provide better mobility for travel to/from/within the corridor
• Protection of open space, urban reserve land, and agricultural

lands in the corridor in a manner that minimizes the 
tendency for the roadway to induce unplanned growth.

• Coordinate the design and phasing of transportation 
improvements across jurisdictional lines for the 
Connector itself, and for intersecting roadways

• Improve safety and security of multi-modal travel in the 
corridor (automobile, transit, bicycling, pedestrian, etc.)  

• Balance needs for local access to land uses and shorter 
trips with regional needs for longer trips

• Balance local general plan policies and circulation goals 
with the needs of the corridor

• Establish continuity and regional identity for the Connector; 
develop consistent design and maintenance standards, and
signage throughout the corridor

• Enhance/maintain the livability of communities adjacent 
to the Connector

• Provide/enhance access to open space:
• Vehicular (e.g. staging areas, parking, access roadways)
• Non-Motorized (e.g. hiking, biking, equestrian trails)

• Provide an all-weather transportation facility (i.e. not 
subject to flooding)

• Enhance the accessibility and attractiveness of existing 
and planned employment areas in corridor

• Provide flexibility to develop high-capacity transit in 
future, incorporating ITS elements

• Relieve traffic from local streets
• Bring jurisdictions together to maximize funding to the 

region; capture regional funding for multi-jurisdictional projects
• Protect the natural, historic, and cultural resources within 

the corridor

ON DECEMBER 5,THE POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE for the
Elk Grove - Rancho Cordova - El Dorado Connector Study met for
the first of two meetings. The Committee approved the Draft Ele-
ments of Purpose and Need, and approved the formation of a
Stakeholder Advisory Committee for the Study.

The statement of Purpose and Need is a critical element of the
planning and outreach stages of the Connector Study; it articu-
lates the need in the region for a project such as this and pro-
vides the basis for selecting reasonable and practical alternatives
for consideration. Defining purpose and need is required under
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to move forward
with the environmental process. The Elements of Purpose and
Need will serve as a starting point for discussions with community
stakeholders and resource agencies.

A Stakeholder Advisory Committee is being formed for the
Connector Study, and its first meeting will take place in January

2004. The role of this committee will be to provide input and
advice on the development of study deliverables, to review and
comment on study deliverables, to act as a liaison between the
project team and agencies/organizations, and to assist in identify-
ing key issues for the Policy Advisory Committee. The Stakeholder
Advisory Committee will be comprised of designated staff of the
public agencies that will implement segments of the Connector, as
well as representatives from other governmental agencies (e.g.
resource agencies), environmental, community, civic and busi-
ness organizations, and members of the public with a stake in
the Connector. If you or your organization would like to be
involved with the Stakeholder Advisory Committee for the Elk
Grove-Rancho Cordova-El Dorado Connector please contact
Aimee Hagen at ahagen@sacog.org or (916) 340-6211.

The Elements of Purpose and Need approved by the Policy
Advisory Committee are as follows:

Connector Study Advisory Committee Drafts “Purpose and Need”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 10
Blueprint Workshop
Sacramento County - Central/North
CSUS Alumni Center
6000 J Street
Sacramento, CA
8:30 a.m. to noon

January 15
SACOG Board Meeting
9a.m.

January 22
Regional Planning Partnership
2 p.m.

January 24
Blueprint Workshop
Sutter County
Yuba City Senior Center 
777 Ainsley Avenue 
Yuba City, CA.
8:30 a.m. to noon

January 30
Board Retreat
Raley Field 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

January 31
Blueprint Workshop
Placer County
Maidu Community Center
1550 Maidu Drive
Roseville, CA
8:30 a.m. to noon

All meetings listed, unless otherwise
noted, are located in the SACOG Board
Room, 1415 “L” Street, Suite 300,
Sacramento.

Note: Dates, times and locations are 
subject to change. Please call SACOG
at 916.321.9000 to confirm, or visit
the calendar on our website at
www.sacog.org/calendar.

EXECUTIVE
STAFF

Executive Director
Martin Tuttle

Deputy Executive Director
Pete Hathaway

Deputy Executive Director
Joan Medeiros

NEWSLETTER
STAFF

Editor
Phyllis Miller

Contributors
Liz Baidoo

Graphic Design
Kent Giacomozzi

To comment on items in
the Regional Report, you
may contact Phyllis Miller
at 916.340.6224, or e-mail
regionalreport@sacog.org.

Sandra Hilliard, Richard Taylor Roger Dickinson, Don Nottoli

Heather Fargo, Muriel Johnson, Christopher Cabaldon

2003 Regional Project of the Year:Sacra-
mento Regional Transit District, for its
South Sacramento Corridor Project, for
exemplary design and public involvement
programs in the execution of the “South
Line” extension of the light rail system.

Special Recognition: Cities of Sacra-
mento and West Sacramento for their col-
laboration in planning redevelopment of
the Sacramento River riverfront.

SACOG instituted the annual awards
program in 1999 to recognize outstanding

regional work by organizations, busi-
nesses, and individuals. A committee of
volunteers from SACOG’s advisory commit-
tees and Board of Directors is comprised
each year to select the winners from a pool
of nominations. SACOG would like to
extend appreciation to the 2003 selection
committee: the late Bill Hughes; Jerry Bar-
ton from El Dorado Transportation Commis-
sion; Ann Davies-Nesbitt, from UC Davis.
Gwen Owens from the City of Elk Grove
and Will Garner, from Placer County Transit.

SACOG Salutes!…
continued from page 1 
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