
C
om

p
lete streets are d

esign
ed

an
d
 op

erated
 to en

ab
le safe

access for all u
sers.

C
om

p
lete

streets
policies direct transportation

planners and engineers to consistently

design w
ith all users in m

ind. T
hey have

been adopted by a few
 states (O

R
, VA

,

SC
), and a num

ber of regions and cities.

Places that adopt com
p
lete streets

policies are m
aking sure that their

streets and roads w
ork for drivers, 

transit riders, pedestrians, and bicyclists,

as w
ell as for older people, children, and

people w
ith disabilities. 

T
h
ere is n

o p
rescrip

tion
 for a

com
p
lete street.B

u
t look for:

B
EF

O
R

E                                A
F
T

ER

C
om

plete streets im
prove safety. 

A
 Federal H

ighw
ays A

dm
inistration 

safety review
 found that designing the

street w
ith pedestrians in m

ind
—

sidew
alks, raised m

edians, better bus stop

placem
ent, traffic-calm

ing m
easures,

and treatm
ents for disabled travelers

—

all im
prove pedestrian safety.

O
ne study found that designing for

pedestrian travel by installing raised

m
edians and redesigning intersections and

sidew
alks reduced pedestrian risk by 28%

. 

C
om

p
lete streets en

cou
rage

w
alkin

g an
d
 b

icyclin
g for h

ealth
. 

T
he N

ational Institutes of M
edicine 

recom
m

ends fighting childhood obesity

by changing ordinances to encourage

construction of sidew
alks, bikew

ays, and

other places for physical activity.

A
 report of the N

ational C
onference of

State Legislators found that the m
ost

effective policy avenue for encouraging

bicycling and w
alking is com

plete streets. 

O
ne study found that 43%

 of people w
ith

safe places to w
alk w

ithin 10 m
inutes of

hom
e m

et recom
m

ended activity levels,

w
hile just 27%

 of those w
ithout safe

places to w
alk w

ere active enough.  

C
om

p
lete streets h

elp
 ease

transportation w
oes. About one-third

of Am
ericans do not drive.

C
om

p
lete

streets
help provide safe access for 

people w
ho use w

heelchairs, have 

vision im
pairm

ents, and for older people

and children. 

M
ore than one quarter of all trips are

one m
ile or less

—
and alm

ost half are

under five m
iles. M

ost of those trips 

are now
 m

ade by car. Streets that 

provide travel choices give people 

the option to avoid traffic jam
s and

increase the overall capacity of the

transportation netw
ork. 

C
om

p
lete streets m

ake fiscal
sen

se. Integrating sidew
alks, bike

lanes, transit am
enities, and safe cross-

ings into the initial design of a project

spares the expense of retrofits later. 

Becom
e part of the m

ovem
ent tow

ard com
plete streets. For m

ore inform
ation, visit w

w
w

.com
pletestreets.org

sidew
alks 

bike lanes  

w
ide shoulders

plenty of crossw
alks 

refuge m
edians

bus pullouts

special bus lanes 

raised crossw
alks 

audible pedestrian signals

sidew
alk bulb-outs
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C
om

p
lete th

e streets.

w
w
w
.com

pletestreets.org

A broad coalition of advocates 
and transportation professionals 
are w

orking to enact com
plete

streets policies across the country.

Join us! 
Institutional m

em
bership

—
$100. 

For m
ore inform

ation, visit
w

w
w

.com
pletestreets.org or 

w
rite info@

com
pletestreets.org.
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T
h
e streets of ou

r cities 
an

d
 tow

n
s ou

gh
t to b

e for
everyon

e,
w

hether young or old,

m
otorist or bicyclist, w

alker or 

w
heelchair user, bus rider or 

shopkeeper. But too m
any of our

streets are designed only for speeding

cars, or w
orse, creeping traffic jam

s.

T
hey’re unsafe for people on foot or

bike
—

and unpleasant for everybody. 

N
ow

, in com
m

unities across the 

country, a m
ovem

ent is grow
ing to

com
p
lete th

e streets. States, cities

and tow
ns are asking their planners,

engineers and designers to build road

netw
orks that w

elcom
e all citizens.


