
  

 Item #09-12-5 
Cl imate & Air  Qual i ty Committee Information 

November 25, 2009 
 
Amendment #23 to the 2009/12 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, Amendment 
#2 to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, and Conformity Analysis 
 
Issue:  How will SACOG emerge from the current air quality conformity “lock-down,” which has constrained 
SACOG’s ability to amend the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)? 
     
Recommendation:  None. This item is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  For about two years, SACOG has been “locked down” from making changes to the MTIP or MTP 
to reflect desired changes in scope or schedule to regionally significant air quality non-exempt projects, such as 
interchanges.  This joint amendment is important because it demonstrates that SACOG’s network of short-term 
and long-term planned transportation projects conform to its plan to attain clean air by 2018.  As a result of this 
joint amendment, projects can now change their scopes and schedules to match their most recent plans. 
 
To emerge from the lockdown, SACOG will release Amendment #23 to the 2009/12 MTIP and Amendment #2 
to the MTP 2035 for 30-day public review in December for action at the January 21, 2010, Board meeting.  The 
joint amendment will include an air quality conformity determination and analysis that uses a new State 
Improvement Plan (SIP) budget. 
 
Another important feature of this amendment is that it updates the financial plan to incorporate revisions to state 
financial capacity, as requested by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on October 21, 2009, in the 
attached letter.  Specifically, Amendment #23 will revise the financial plan to program $16 million in state 
funding that serves as a guarantee for the state’s programming capacity. 
 
In addition to this joint amendment, SACOG staff plans to amend projects in the Highway Bridge Program 
(HBP) through a separate concurrent Amendment #22 to the 2009/12 MTIP.  Caltrans requested that SACOG 
program HBP projects in a separate amendment which would likely be approved faster than the joint 
amendments to the MTIP and MTP. 
 
Staff estimates that final federal approval of Amendment #23 to the MTIP and Amendment #2 to the MTP 
could come by March 20, 2009. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director 
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Key Staff: Gordon Garry, Director of Research & Analysis, (916) 340-6230 
  Olin Woods, Manager of Capital Programs, (916) 340-6220   
  Jason Crow, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6239 
  José Luis Cáceres, Associate Planner, (916) 340-6238  
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