
 
 
  

 
                                                                               Item #09-12-4 

Cl imate & Air  Qual i ty Committee        Information 
November 25, 2009 
 
Updating the Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines and Regional Greenhouse Gas Targets 
 
Issue:  The California Transportation Commission is updating the Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines including the 
requirements for regional greenhouse gas targets.   
 
Recommendation:  None, this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  The California Transportation Commission (CTC) has adopted Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
guidelines since 1978 to provide guidance to Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Regional Transportation Planning 
Agencies.  The RTP (in our region, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan) is a long-range planning document that is 
required for the CTC to fund projects throughout the state and required by federal transportation planning regulations.   
 
The purpose of the RTP guidelines is to assemble the Federal and state requirements on transportation planning and 
programming, plus recommendations and best practices gathered from Federal and state regulations and from 
stakeholders.  To this extent, there is nothing new in the guidelines that are required, all requirements are drawn from 
other statues and regulations.  The recommendations are suggestions only.   
 
The current update is focused on the new requirements due to SB 375 for greenhouse gas (GHG) targets and to coordinate 
with the state Department of Housing and Community Development’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA).  
There has been a large group of stakeholders involved in the process from state agencies, MPOs, RTPA, cities, counties, 
and interest groups (environmental, housing, transportation, business, etc.).   
 
The requirements to add a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) or an Alternative Planning Strategy (APS) to a RTP 
have been taken from the SB 375 legislation in order to keep to the guidelines convention of a clear source of these 
requirements.  There are differences in the draft recommendations that have not been resolved yet.  They have come from 
published work such as the final report of the Regional Targets Advisory Committee and from stakeholder comments.  In 
particular, there are two options on how local government development policies should be incorporated into the SCS/RTP.  
The RHNA process must be consistent with the RTP process on the update schedule and on the housing growth 
assumptions.   
 
Staff will provide an update at the Committee meeting on this issue and other remaining issues.  Attached is the Table of 
Contents from the draft guidelines.   
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director 
 
MM:GG:le 
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