
 
 

 Item #09-11-8 
SACOG Board of Directors Consent 

November 5, 2009 
 
Authorize Release of the Draft Public Participation Plan Annual Amendment and Public 
Comment   
 
Issue:  The Public Participation Plan is in process of amendment and staff would like to open public 
comment and schedule a public hearing at the December 17 Board meeting.     
 
Recommendation:  The Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee recommends that the 
Board authorize the release of the draft Public Participation Plan and open public comment to begin on 
December 1. 
 
Committee Action/Discussion:  The current Public Participation Plan (PPP) was amended in January 
2009 and was adopted on July 17, 2007, for use with the Metropolitan Transportation Plan for 2035. 
Current federal transportation regulations require metropolitan planning organizations to adopt a plan to 
provide the public with opportunities to be involved in transportation planning processes. Additionally, 
the regulations require periodic review of the PPP. SACOG staff has elected to have annual review of the 
PPP.  
 
The proposed amendment focuses on incorporating new requirements from Senate Bill 375 including 
public meetings and comment periods for the Sustainable Communities Strategy and/or Alternative 
Planning Strategy and guidelines for public information requests. Additional changes include 
reorganization and a table of contents for ease of use, in addition to new information on new media and 
outreach techniques being used by SACOG.  
 
During the public comment period, staff will consult with a representative of FHWA and hold a PPP 
working meeting with members of the public, as well as with representatives from environmental justice 
communities and partner agencies. 
 
Attached is the draft timeline and task list for the proposed 2010 amendment. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director 
 
MM:RS:MH:sb 
 
Attachments 
           
Key Staff: Rebecca Sloan, Director of External Affairs & Member Services, (916) 340-6224 
  Monica Hernández, Community Outreach Specialist, (916) 340-6237 
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PPP Timeline & Task List 
 
UPDATED – November 4, 2009 
 
 
 

Task  
Responsible 
Party  Status 

Estimated 
Completion 

    

November GRPA item Hernández/Sloan In progress October 21 
Incorporate SCS language and 
organizational amendments Hernández In progress November 20 
Public Notice for 45-day comment 
period and public hearing Bradbury/Scheiter  November 23 

Open public comment period Hernández  December 1 

Consult w/ FHWA  Hernández/Sloan  Week of Nov 30 

Working group meeting Hernández After mtg. w/ Sonnenburg December 7-18 
Revisions edits from working group 
or public comment Hernández/Sloan  

December 18 – 
January 31 

Public hearing, board meeting Hernández/Sloan  December 17 

Close public comment period Hernández  January 15, 2010 
Request recommendation of 
adoption from GRPA Hernández/Sloan  February 8, 2010 

Board action Hernández/Sloan  
February 18, 
2010 

 
 
Key Dates: 
December 1:  Open 45-day public comment period 
December 17:  Pubic hearing, board meeting 
January 15:  Close public comment period 
February 8:  Committee action; request recommendation for adoption of PPP, GRPA  
February 18:  Board action  
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A.2  Consultation and Coordination with Other Agencies  
a.  Determine appropriate agencies (e.g., EPA, FTA, FHWA, Native American Indian tribal governments, 

California Air Resources Board (ARB), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), California 
Department of Rehabilitation, congestion management agencies, air districts, transit operators, regional 
transportation planning agencies (RTPAs), environmental resource agencies, local planning/public works 
departments)  

b.  Explain how the plan will be coordinated with other plans (e.g., statewide plan)  

A.3  Identify Stakeholders and Target Audience  
a.  Identify target audience (e.g., general public)  
b.  Determine strategies to reach traditionally underserved citizens.  
c.  Identify stakeholder groups (e.g., local agencies & jurisdictions, neighboring regional planning agencies, 

public agency planning partners, transportation and air quality planning implementation agencies, 
environmental and bicycle advocacy groups, disabled, environmental justice, senior, and minority advocacy 
and service groups)  

d.  Identify mailing list/identify sources (e.g., business directories, phone directories, minority listings 
including Native American nations, business development agencies, chamber of commerce directories 
including ethnic and small business chambers, county assessor’s records, professional and business 
organization mailing lists, etc.)  

e.  Update mailing list  

A.4  Public Hearings  
Before adopting final plans, decide:  

a.  Notification  
1.  Who will be notified of hearings?  
2.  Which newspaper(s) will be used?  
3.  Who will receive staff reports/how will public have access to staff reports?  
4.  What other notification techniques will be used other than newspaper (e.g., SACOG Internet Home Page 

electronic bulletin board, posting, mail, direct contact with advocacy/community groups, fax)?  
5.  How long before hearing date will notices need to be posted?  

b.  Public comment period  
1.  How long the comment period will be (e.g., 30 days minimum)?  

c.  Public hearings  
1.  Date, location (check SACOG meeting location) and schedule/alternate location and time for more 

convenient access?  
2. Purpose of each identified hearing?  
3. What materials will be made available during the hearings? 
4. In what languages or formats will materials be made available?  



 

11/5/2009  10:05:52 AM    - 30 - 
    
S:\SACOG\Board\BRDPCKTS\2009 Packets\November\8-PPP Attach B.doc 
 

A.5  Advisory Committees:  
a.  What SACOG committees will be used to present staff analysis and products (e.g., Regional Planning 

Partnership (RPP), Transit Coordinating Committee (TCC), policy and technical advisory committees, Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory  Committee)?  

b.  If an ad hoc committee is created, how will members be selected?  
c.  What types of input are being sought (e.g., general comments, approval/disapproval, etc.)?  
 

A.6  Visualization techniques and Public Access to Information:  
Decide:  

a.  What information will be made available (e.g., draft plans; writing on estimates of funds available, project 
selection process and analytical methodology; transportation and air quality model, technical supporting 
documents)?  

b.  How information will be available (e.g., libraries, Internet, mailing, at workshops and hearings, press releases, 
schools, SACOG office)?  

c.  What alternative languages and/or formats (e.g., plain text) will be made available?  

A.7  Distribution of Final Documents  
a.  Who will receive final documents/how they will be distributed (e.g., affected agencies, commenters, libraries, 

local colleges, at hearings, SACOG office)?  

A.8  Response to Public Input  
a.  How will feedback be provided (e.g., newsletter, computer bulletin boards, reports and publications, response 

letters and final plans to commenters)?  
b.  What input level will determine Direct or Consolidated response ?  

A.9  Review of Public Involvement Process  
a.  Who will review (e.g., SACOG, FHWA, FTA, public) / how often?  
b.  How the strategies will be evaluated (based on what criteria, e.g., SAFETEA-LU and SACOG policy)?  

A.10  The Brown Act  
How the plan will comply with the requirements (e.g., 72-hour to one-week notice prior to meetings, meetings 
open to public)?  

 

A.11  Americans with Disabilities Act  
How the plan will comply with the requirements (contract out review, specially trained staff)?  
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A.12  Native American Indian Governments  
How the plan will comply with requirements (communicate on a government-to-government basis, seek to keep 
tribes informed)?  

A.13  Environmental Justice and Underserved Communities  
How the plan will comply with requirements to engage minority, low-income, youth, seniors, persons with 
disabilities, and non English-speaking communities?  

OPTIONAL ACTIVIT IES 

B.1  Public Meetings, Workshops, and Open Houses  
By geographic and study area:  

a.  What groups and/or organizations will be targeted?  
b.  What strategies will be used to reach traditionally underserved citizens?  
c.  What notification techniques will be used (e.g., electronic bulletin board, posting, mail, fax)?  
d.  How long before meeting date will notices be posted (e.g., 7 to 15 days)?  
e.  Date, location and schedule/alternate location and time for more convenient access? Purpose of each 

meeting?  
f.  What visual techniques will be used (e.g., map displays, photo displays, brochures, video footage)?  

B.2  Interactive Citizen Planner Workshops  
a.  Who will participate/who will lead?  
b.  What visual techniques will be used?  
c.  Are minority, disabled, environmental justice communities and seniors represented?  
d.  How the groups’ input will be used?  

B.3  Special Advisory Committees  
a.  What committees will be formed and who will be invited (e.g., Regional Planning Partnership sub committees, 

Modeling sub-committee, technical and policy advisory committees, other ad hoc committees)?  
b.  How are interested members of the public notified of committee formation?  
c.  What types of input are sought (e.g., general comments approval/disapproval)?  

B.4  Focus Groups  
a.  Who will participate/who will lead?  
b.  How the groups will be organized?  
c.  Are minority, disabled, and seniors represented in groups?  
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d.  How the groups’ input will be used?  

B.5  Media Strategies  
a.  Who will SACOG outreach to (e.g., television, radio, newspaper)?  
b.  Are non-traditional/ethnic media utilized?  
c.  How will the input be used?  

B.6  Newsletters  
a.  Which publications will be used (e.g., Mobility, SACOG Regional Report, Special Bulletin, special 

publications)?  
b.  Who the newsletters will be distributed to (identify mailing lists)?  
c.  What new mailing lists will be created to ensure underrepresented groups receive information?  
 

B.7  Information Via Internet  
a.  What information will be available on the website?  
b.  When must information appear?  
c.  How will information be accessible to the disabled, non-English speaking, and those without Internet access?  

B.8  Speakers’ Bureau  
a.  How will groups and organizations become aware of the availability of SACOG’s Speakers’ Bureau 

availability?  
b.  How will groups and organizations be targeted (e.g., neighborhood, advocacy, and professional groups)?  

B.9  Public Attitude Surveys  
a.  Who will participate in the survey?  
b.  What efforts will be made to ensure survey captures opinions of underrepresented groups?  
c.  What type of survey will be conducted (e.g., household travel survey, onboard transit survey)  

B.10  Miscellaneous Activities  
a.  Define specific activities (e.g., booklet with comment card, video and other graphic presentation, written 

responses to correspondence)  
b.  Who will participate?  
 

 

The SACOG metropolitan planning area includes Native American Indian tribal lands. Therefore, SACOG will 
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appropriately involve the Native American Indian governments in the development of the MTP and the MTIP. 
Native American Indian governments are considered domestic sovereign nations; that is, they have a direct and 
special relationship with the federal government as a result of treaties and are independent of individual states. 
For example, tribes deal directly with the federal government in securing funding for Native American reservation 
roads if they are tribes on a reservation. Because of their status, SACOG will work directly with Native American 
Indian governments on a government-to-government basis.  

The following principles guide SACOG’s work with Native American Indian governments:  

1. SACOG adheres to Executive Order 13175 (Federal Register, November 6, 2000), which defines the 
relationship between Native American Indian governments, federal agencies, and governments receiving 
federal funds.  

2. SACOG will actively seek to keep Native American Indian governments informed of the agency’s activities 
and major decisions affecting a tribal government’s geographic area.  

3. SACOG Board of Directors will communicate directly with Native American Indian tribal leaders on an on-
going basis to identify issues of common concern.  

SACOG needs to identify issues affecting Native American tribal lands and their transportation needs, plans, 
projects and outreach early in the process. Expert guidance should be sought in developing relationships with 
tribes, reservations, and individuals. Tribes should be consulted for cultural knowledge about projects. Since 
tribes are eligible to apply for and be awarded separate funding, SACOG staff needs to consult with both federal 
transportation agencies and local tribes to coordinate plans and projects.  

Recommended strategies aimed at encouraging Native American Indian tribal government input on SACOG 
projects and programs include the following:  

1. Ensure tribal government contact information is current and updated.  
2. Send tribal governments and relevant advocacy and service groups timely and adequate public notices and 

final documents.  
3. Actively seek tribal government input on SACOG projects and programs through direct contact.  
4. Respond to all tribal government comments on the MTP and MTIP by providing a summary, analysis, and 

report on the disposition of comments, as part of the final MTP or MTIP.  
5. Encourage the participation of Native American Indian tribal governments on SACOG advisory committees 

and provide reasonable opportunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning process.  
6. Federally Recognized Tribes in the Sacramento region include:  

• Rumsey Band ofYocha Dehe Wintun Indians Nation 
• Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians  
• United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria  


