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SACOG has developed this Public Participation Plan (PPP) as a guide to meeting the federal requirements for
public involvement outlined in various federal regulations discussed later. The PPP is intended to provide
direction for public involvement activities to be conducted by SACOG and contains the procedures, strategies
| and techniques used by SACOG_and members of the public for public involvement. In its public participation
process, SACOG will:

* Provide adequate public notice of public participation activities
at key decision points, including but not limited to a reasonable o
metropolitan transportation plan (MTP) and the metropoli
(MTIP);

r public review and comment
nity to comment on the proposed
rtation improvement program

* Provide timely notice and reasonable access to info issues and processes;
* Employ visualization techniques to describe t

» Make public information (technical information and mee
formats and means, such as the World Wide Web;

» Hold any public meetings at convenie

» Demonstrate explicit consideration and re S ici uring the development of the
MTP and the MTIP;

e final MTP or MTIP differs significantly from
)y SACOG and raises new material issues which
om the public involvement efforts;

ion planning public involvement and consultation processes;

To inform the public about regional transportation issues;
2 To establish the process by which the public can express itself;

3 To ensure SACOG's transportation related programs are genuinely reflective of the region’s values as
determined through public input.

This PPP was developed with the input and assistance of residents of the Sacramento region as well as
professional planning and outreach staff. Several community-based organizations and community leaders
representing a broad spectrum of the traditionally underserved and underrepresented in the Sacramento region
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also participated. The plan also received input from affected public agencies, representatives of public
transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of
transportation, representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways
and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties.

Several federal and state laws and regulations guide the public participati COG and ensure that input
into SACOG's various planning and programming activities is receive de the following:

> grounds of race, color, or national origin, be
> subjected to discrimination under any program or

ons to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low
Income Populations,” was )y President Clinton on February 11, 1994. This order requires that
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects on minority and low-income
populations be identified and addressed in order to achieve environmental justice. Minority populations are
defined in the order as Black/African-American, Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, American Indian and Alaskan
Native. Low-income populations are defined in the order as persons whose household income (or in the case of a
community or group, whose median household income) is at or below the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services poverty guidelines, with those at 80 percent of median income classified as low income and those at 50
percent of median income classified as very-low income.

Executive Order 13175 — Consultation and Coordination w/ith Indian Tribal Governments
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Establishes regular and meaningful consultation and collaboration with tribal officials in the development of
federal policies that have tribal implications, to strengthen the government-to-government relationships with
Indian tribes, and to reduce the imposition of unfunded mandates upon Indian tribes.

Air Quality Implementation Plan — Procedures for interagency consultation, resolution of conflicts,

and public consultation (40 CFR 8§93.105)

Requires well-defined consultation procedures in the state implemen
MPOs, state and local air quality planning agencies, state and loc

reby representatives of the
ation agencies, and other

A), and Federal Transit
lan, the transportation

States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Federal
Administration (FTA) on the development of the imple

a plan for transportation improvements in the six-county
on projections for growth in population, housing and jobs.

unding or other approval by the federal transportation agencies. The MTIP also
gnificant projects for information and air quality modeling purposes.

related projects requiring fed
lists non-federal, regionally s

Senate Bill 375 — Redesigning Communities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Senate Bill 375 (Steinberg) prompts regional planning to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from cars and
light trucks through coordinated planning for long range transportations plans and regional land use plans and
provides emissions-reducing goals for which regions can plan, and provides incentives for local governments and
developers to follow new strategically-planned growth patterns. SB 375 also makes it easier for communities to
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develop different housing and transportation options.

SB 375 focuses on reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and urban sprawl as a viable method to meet the goals
of Assembly Bill 32: The Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 which set goals for GHG emission reduction.
Reductions in VMT can be accomplished through planning for more compact.development, jobs-housing
balance, and multiple transportation options. The SACOG regional Bluepri ted in 2004, plans for such
growth through 2050. The regional Blueprint was developed over a thr ess and engaged over 5,000
stakeholders and local electeds.

Public Input

In addition to recommendations received from various izati indivi COG held a publicly
noticed hearing and made the PPP available for publi m -Mea Lo 2007 o
Juhy1,-2007December 1, 2009 to January 15, 2010. No sent to appropriate
stakeholder organizations, agencies and interested parties, regularly
receive monthly agendas, included in the OG website
where the draft plan was available for vie ilable in alternative formats and languages

upon request.

erefore, SACOG staff will utilize a diverse mix of
a wide spectrum of people.

activities for all SACOG programs and a menu of optional activities that
can be used to cu [ cipation effort. Efforts aimed at reaching traditionally underrepresented
communities are integ all activities.

Section Two provides the
its effectiveness.

vork for staff to develop a project-specific Public Participation Plan and evaluate

Section Three provides staff guidance on working with and encouraging input from Native American Indian tribal
governments.

The following activities are used by SACOG staff to meet the federal regulations for a proactive public
involvement process. SACOG seeks public involvement throughout transportation decision-making, from the
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earliest planning stages, including the identification of the purpose and need, through the development of the
range of potential solutions, up to and including the decision to implement specific solutions.

Ensuring a robust public involvement process that includes a diversity of perspectives will help SACOG build a
stronger regional understanding of transportation needs to be utilized in the development of the MTP, the MTIP,
and other plans and projects. Active public involvement provides substanti ed value to SACOG in the
following ways:

* Increases public understanding of a highly complex policy ilitates communication among
stakeholders and affected public on transportation plannin

» Establishes good relationships with underserved [ ts and concerns
are considered in the transportation planning process;

* Breaks down historical barriers bet
diverse and representative groups are i

rhoods, and individua
region’s future;

* Increases chances of reaching consen i i ialogue with diverse views, and
informed planning processes; and

» Diffuses potentially con ial i ) S i ation and a central forum to

A.1 Define Purpose and ectives for Public Involvement

Before initiating a public dialogue on transportation plans, programs, and projects, program managers will clearly
define purpose, objectives, and targeted populations for public involvement based on the affected area’s
demographics.

A.2 Consultation and Coordination with Other Agencies
SACOG'’s public involvement processes are coordinated with statewide and or local public involvement

| 11/3/200941/2/2009 9:26:49 AM11:54:16-AM -7-

S: \SACOG\Board\Govt Relatlons & Publlc Affalrs Comm\2009\Nov\HANDOUT-PPP Amendment 2009.docS:\Communications




processes to enhance public coordination of the issues, plans and programs.

In developing the MTP and MTIP, SACOG will consult with agencies and officials responsible for other planning
activities within the region that are affected by transportation (including state and local planned growth, economic
development, environmental protection, airport operations,-e+ freight movements, congestion management and
transportation agencies, and transportation commissions[MH11.) or coordin lanning process (to the
maximum extent practicable) with such planning activities. In addition, t MTIP will be developed with

SACOG's interagency consultation procedure, as required by 4 . ill be utilized to ensure
appropriate consultation with federal, state, and local agenci icts, and public consultation
take place. SACOG will provide reasonable opportunity f gencies, local air quality
and transportation agencies, the United States Depar A. In making its
conformity determinations on transportation plans, lish a proactive public
involvement process which provides opportunity for public re ing reasonable
public access to technical and policy information considered by c comment
period and prior to taking formal action on a ent with these
requirements and those of 23 Code of Federa (a). Any charges imposed for public

existing transportation systems, such as low-income, minority

households, s accessing employment and other services. Although these groups may be
munication barriers, they should be explicitly encouraged to participate in the
public involvement

 _|Affordable housing advocates, neighborhood groups, environmental advocates, home builder
representatives, broad-based business organizations, landowners, commercial property interests and home
owners associations. [MH2]

SACOG will incorporate traditional and grassroots methods for public outreach in an effort to ensure public input and
involvement is comprehensive and reflective of the region’s demographics. SACOG staff will work in conjunction with
member jurisdictions in the SACOG region to coordinate communications and public involvement efforts with
community based organizations and individuals, including list sharing and developing public outreach efforts and
documents together. SACOG staff is responsible for developing and maintaining a mailing list with names of affected
individuals and targeted audiences. The mailing list can be sorted by specific categories according to SACOG sub

| 11/3/200941/2/2009 9:26:49 AM11:54:16-AM -8-




regions.

A.4 Public Hearings and Public Information Meetings

A public hearing is a formal way to gather citizen comments and positions f
decision-making process. It is a good opportunity for decision leaders to
prior to a decision point. Elements included in a public hearing proces

blic record and input into the
ctly from the public. It is held

1. Public Notices: Public notices are used to inform the gener edia of public hearings. SACOG
will publish a public hearing notice in a general circulatio ast two ethnic or non-English
newspapers citing the time, date, and place of the he hich will be discussed
Public notices will also be sent out to affected indivi se names are in the
agency’s mailing list, as well as public libraries notices will be at
least fifteen days in advance of the meeting, unless [ : recognizes that
the public notice period is effectively shortened for thos
SACOG’s goal for completion of formatted or translated m
received
Regarding information about the monthl goal to mail all Board meeting
agenda packets to SACOG Directors and alendar days prior to the next
regular meeting. SACOG will mail an agend ¢ i advisory committee members.
Agendas will be sent to nd to individual members of the
public upon request. s well as on the SACOG website.
The Brown Act re item to be discussed or considered

2.
the no
possible.
accept ques [ ication on issues raised by the public.

Several federall i [ mment periods exist for the adoption or revision of the public participation
plan, the TIP, as w decision points. These include the following:
» Adopting or Revising OG'’s Public Participation Plan — 45 days per 23 CFR §450.316 (a)(3).
» Approval of plans and TIPs, and major amendments — 30 days per 23 CFR 450.316 (b) (1) (iv).

| 23. Public Hearings: Public hearings will occur during the Board meeting and will be held in accessible buildings
as close as possible to public transportation. In addition, the time of the hearing can be critical in determining
the success of the public input process. SACOG will hold at least one evening public hearing on the MTP in
order to give the public more opportunity to provide their input. For the SCS/APS SACOG will hold at least
three public hearings. To the extent feasible, the hearings shall be in different parts of the region to maximize
the opportunity for participation by members of the public throughout the region.
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3. Public Workshops: After receipt of the technical report from the regional targets advisory committee
(RTAC), SACOG shall conduct one publlc Workshop fer—the—Feqmqal-tanet—wnhm the region afterreceiptof

foreseen from the pub [ ity for public comment on the revised

MTP or MTIP will be mad [ ithi straints. Minor changes in plans and TIPs generally
can be [ nent process without further opportunities for public

The SACOG Board ha bl a number of advisory committees as a means of obtaining advice from
citizens and key interests munity on a variety of subjects. Through its standing and ad hoc committees,
SACOG encourages the participation of all interest groups and citizens in the region as well as representatives
from member jurisdictions, local agencies, and the private sector. Advisory committee members are selected by
the SACOG Board, with staff providing recommendations. Staff uses SACOG's public outreach processes to
identify interested parties, and specifically with an interest in creating and maintaining diversity on those
committees. SACOG staff presents plans, reports, and proposed programs to representative groups of the
community for input and feedback early in the planning process. These committees are augmented, restructured,
added to, or discharged from time to time based upon the issues and concerns faced by the Board.

Upon passage of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA), SACOG expanded
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existing committees and developed new ones to address the new planning requirements. These regulations
require that the process provide for the involvement of various transportation agencies, including operators of
airports. In addition, the joint planning regulations encourage new modal representatives to boards and
committees. Private sector and community group representatives have been appointed to key long-range
development committees and in some cases transit, railroad, and trucking representatives have been added to
technical committees to lend their expertise. SACOG also created two ne ittees, the Goods Movement
ovement Advisory Group

provides input from the private sector during plan development.

The new federal transportation act, SAFETEA-LU, provides th public agencies,

representatives of public transportation employees, freight i ight transportation services,
private providers of transportation, representatives of us [ resentatives of users of

pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities ther interested parties
be provided with reasonable opportunities to be involv i ,

specifically with regard to the MTP and MTIP. Many of SAC i tives of these
groups.
In regards to public participation, staff will p i d ad hoc advisory committees with their

public participation plans for review and com i ' [ ers can offer staff invaluable

meeting times and locatio i ite. Similarly, each advisory committee will
on the website and in committee materials. The Brown

to printed, graphic and mapped information, and a narrative summary in
a format conducive for ' ither the non-English speaking or blind and visually impaired whenever

SACOG'’s website (www.sacog.org) has components that include information about SACOG, transportation
planning activities, and-a calendar of meetings and events, and a single request form to receive information,
notices and updates on the MTP and accompanying SCS/APS- Accessing the SACOG website will give the
public an opportunity to review current transportation planning activities, and to comment on those of interest.
The website also provides information on accessing reports and other materials in alternative formats. The same
information can be requested by calling (916) 321-9000.

The public should also have reasonable access to technical assumptions and specifications used in planning and
| 11/3/200941/2/2009 9:26:49 AM11:54:16-AM -11-




emissions models. This includes access to input assumptions such as population projections, land use
projections, fares, tolls, levels of service, the structure and specifications of travel demand and other evaluation
tools. SACOG's Regional Data Center provides public access to SACOG publications, maps and digital data.
Current and projected population, housing and employment data are available in a number of different digital and
printed formats. Much of this data is available free of charge on SACOG's website. Jurisdictional level “Data
Summaries” are provided free of charge and larger printed reports are avai t reasonable cost or may be
used at the SACOG offices at no charge. Major reports are also availa ibraries. Requests for raw
data, special aggregations, non-standard formatting and custom ge information system (GIS) based
maps are charged on a “time and materials” basis.

A.7 Distribution of Final Documents
Final documents are distributed to affected agencie indivi [ ignificant comments

Inquiries are responded to i i i eral input is documented and provided to
' ess. For all parties providing public input and

cases, members of the pub
public response system:

vide their mailing address along with their comments. SACOG utilizes a two-tiered

1. Direct Response — When the public input level permits, SACOG staff will send each individual or
organization that provides significant comments a letter explaining how their comments were considered and
shared with project staff and decision makers.

2. Consolidated Response — When individual contacts are not feasible due to the large volume of input
received, staff will consolidate comments into general categories and document key themes identified in the
public involvement process. This consolidated response will be available through regularly published
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newsletters, SACOG’s website, in reports and publications describing how projects are progressing, and
made available to members of policy committees and the SACOG Board through staff reports and analysis.

A.9 Review of Public Involvement Process

Public involvement processes will be periodically reviewed by SACOG i
that the process provides full and open access to all. These procedu e reviewed by the FHWA and the FTA
during certification reviews to assure that full and open access is
Including an evaluation component in a public participation plan:i SACOG staff to make
necessary adjustment as the process progresses and to im he goal of an effective public
involvement process is a well-informed public that is give i [ t into transportation
decision making. Specific indicators that the public inv ublic meetings that
are well attended, frequent news coverage on transporta

diverse interests is in attendance, and plans, TIPs and proje and
consideration of public input.

A.10 The Brown Act

The Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government ‘ rns the meeting and actions
of governing boards of loca agencies and t ies. [ nts of the Brown Act also apply
to any committee or other ) ent or temporary, decision making
or advisory, which is ets minimum standards for open

meetings relative to acces [ e public’s right to address the agency,
3 public testimony. Specific requirements of the Brown
ACOG has developed standard formats for

A.11 America

The Americans with L
disabilities, in the develc
plan and policies. Measure

ith Disabilit
bilities Act

990 (ADA) stipulates involving the community, particularly those with
provement of services. SACOG fully complies with ADA through its ADA
as wheelchair accessibility, elevators with floor numbers posted in Braille,
communications devices for hearing-impaired persons such as the California Relay System, and sign language
interpreters are made available for meetings upon request. A telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) is
available to communicate with people who are deaf or have communications impairment over the telephone.
SACOG'’s building was constructed in 2003 to comply with ADA accessibility standards.

An ADA Compliance Committee meets on call to review unresolved ADA-related complaints, requests or
suggestions from disabled persons regarding access to and participation in public facilities, services, activities
and functions of SACOG. The five member committee is composed of an elected official, and representatives
from the following sectors: disabled, business, nonprofit, education, and health/medical. SACOG also maintains
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an extensive mailing list for groups and individuals from the disabled community who may not have been involved
in the planning process in the past due to a lack of physical accessibility or a lack of information about the
process.

A.12 Native American Indian Tribal Governments

SACOG recognizes that Native American Indian tribal governments i
governments and as such shall be communicated with on a gover
the PPP provides strategies for informing tribal governments of

nto region are sovereign
overnment basis. Section Three of
ies and encouraging tribal input.

A.13 Executive Order 12898 — Environmental J

SACOG is committed to effectively performing environmenta
programs receiving federal or state funding inori -i , various age groups,
persons with disabilities, and non-English [ ities i portation planning, technical studies, and

to ensure environmental justice issues and anal nted in the MTP and other projects
Specific efforts to engage or include pUb|IC inpu mental justice communities
should include targeted outre can, Asian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic and Alaskan Native f gion. These populations are
' : utter and Yuba counties. Target

B.1 Public Me

Public meetings prov
exchange information w
held throughout the plann
scheduled at specific milesto

gs, Workshops and Open Houses

forum to bring their opinions and ideas into the planning process and
esentation of residents of the SACOG region. These meetings are typically
ss and can be tailored to specific issues or community groups. They can be

S or phases within a participatory process.

Well-designed public meetings facilitate citizen participation. Public meetings and workshops may take place at
regularly scheduled SACOG meetings. More informal community meetings may take place in the evening or on
weekends in locations more convenient for the affected community. It is SACOG'’s goal to post all public notices
citing the time, date, location, and purpose of the meeting fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting unless otherwise
required by statute. SACOG will attempt to provide more than fifteen (15) days notice where a particular
community may require more time for translation services. The notices will be published in general circulation and
ethnic newspapers, posted in locations such as public libraries, community centers, or on the SACOG website.
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Pre-meeting materials will be prepared, including meeting announcements, agendas, displays, and any mailings
or publicity that may be necessary. SACOG will seek to provide materials in advance of meetings both online or
by phone requests, and in appropriate formats for easy translation for the visually impaired or non-English
speaking. SACOG will also provide meeting summaries in the form of written minutes, describing areas of
agreement and disagreement on its website and in hardcopy upon request. All points will be clearly and fairly
stated. Meeting summaries will be provided in alternate languages upon r

B.2 Interactive Citizen Planner Workshops

SACOG uses a unique style of meetings to involve residents ers in the transportation
planning process. Participants are recruited using commu nprofits and outreach to the
general public. The participants should represent all in i nd have a balance of
views and opinions. The interactive workshops use vi [ [ [ ipants with technical
information—including statistical data—to enable the ge [ ive i [ ACOG staff and
decision makers. Whenever possible, workshop materials i

ith different interests. Participants are
ilitator. Staff give all participants an

interest (e.g., environmental, education) and
seated at round tables in groups of eight with ¢

ages the participation of all interest groups and citizens in the
member jurisdictions, local agencies, and the private sector. SACOG staff
programs to representative groups of the community for input and
feedback early in the p
from time to time based
open to the public and must
included in Appendix B.

the requirements of the Brown Act. The current special committees are

Staff is encouraged to utilize ad hoc advisory committees to provide for outreach to underserved communities
such as the disabled, elderly, and minority groups. An advisory committee composed of leaders of advocacy or
service groups can lend valuable insight into communicating with and encouraging the participation of their
respective communities.
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B.4 Focus Groups

A focus group is a small group discussion with professional leadership. It is a meeting of carefully selected groups
of individuals convened to discuss and give opinions on a single topic. Geographically-based opinions and issues
are more readily defined and discerned when focus groups are comprised of residents of specific areas within the
SACOG region. Focus groups can also consist of underrepresented groups such as seniors, persons with
disabilities, and minorities in order to discern opinions or needs of these gr cus groups are used for
research purposes when qualitative and open-ended input is desired.

B.5 Media Strategies

Effective media strategies help to generate interest in a proj
active role in disseminating information to the public and facing communities.
Developing a media strategy helps deliver a uniform ids.i [ that can become a
barrier to understanding or implementation. More people are i hen they
have access to accurate and substantive information.

e distribution to all local government elected officials, planning
media contacts, chambers of commerce, and interested

od approximately every six weeks and provides information on SACOG
erest. Regular topics include: implementation of SACOG'’s Blueprint, local
transportation demand management, Census and other statistical

information, transportatio y, land use and flood management.

SACOG'’s Annual Report summarizes SACOG accomplishments during its previous work program year. The
report is prepared and distributed in the first quarter of each year for the prior year.

SACOG's Connections is published monthly and provides updates and articles of interest around the Rural-
Urban Connections Strateqy project.

B.7 Information via Internet
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SACOG'’s website www.sacog.org is an effective way to distribute a wide variety of general information to the
public and receive public comment. Available information includes planning reports, Census data summaries,
current and projected population data, meeting agendas, and a calendar of upcoming SACOG events. Wherever
possible SACOG will ensure its website information is accessible to the disabled community. SACOG recognizes
that internet access is either not available or not utilized by everyone in the community; therefore, SACOG views
the use of the Internet as one of many avenues it will pursue to distribute i tion and receive comments from

Major projects or programs may consider a special website as tion tool. The Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (www.sacog.org/mtp2035) and the Blu . eprint.org) are effective
examples.

B.8 Speakers’ Bureau

SACOG has established a speakers’ bure d in learning
about SACOG'’s activities in the region. SA in a number of areas including regional
transportation and transit planning, air quali lanning, airport land use planning
computer modeling and demography. While nc and clubs may take advantage of
the Speaker’s Bureau, efforts should be made tc its existence and availability

attracting additional participa : i€ i ion. Survey results reflect public reactions to agency
actions and gat i f ing pracess. They can accurately report on what people
know or k on of what people think and reinforce decisions that
have be iCi

B.10 Mis
There are nume r reaching the public. The use of teleconferences can assist in
coordination and olic agencies and community groups within the six county region where

geographic distance ir ability to participate in person. The use of web streaming of meetings or video
presentations can help [
communities, churches and eligious meeting places serve as gathering places where community issues
are discussed. Providing information and establishing contacts with religious organizations provides a central
location of potentially interested citizens. The SACOG region has dozens of community-based organizations
ranging from social service providers to civic clubs. Providing these organizations with meeting notices or offering
speakers to discuss transportation issues can help generate interest and understanding of SACOG activities.

A public involvement plan should be developed for each individual planning project based on the following
guidelines:
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A plan should be developed at the beginning of each planning project.
A plan should be based on clear goals and an understanding of the target audience.

All required public participation strategies (A.1 through A.12) should be utilized unless regulations have
changed.

Identify all mailing lists used and how new mailing lists, if any, were

ould be selected with the
ject, level of anticipated community

At least two optional activities should be incorporated in the p
input of appropriate advisory committees and based on the type
interest, and type of input needed.

A timeline for public participation activities should be lai roject’'s milestones.

The Public Participation Plan should be reviewed an nd managers, as needed.

Introduction

The Sacramento Area Council of Governmen [ olitan Planning Organization (MPO)

modes of surface tran i [ the constraints of funding that the region can reasonably expect to
receive.

Consultation and Coord

SACOG needs to consult with officials responsible for other types of planning activities that are affected by
transportation in the area (i.e. state and local planned growth, economic development, environmental protection,
land use management, conservation and historic preservation, airport operations, and freight interests) and a
range of other agencies such as Indian Tribal governments, federal land management agencies and project
sponsors. These provisions address the MPQO'’s preparation of the MTP.
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Advisory Committees

SACOG depends on the input and feedback of three standing advisory com
The three committees are the Regional Planning Partnership (RPP), Transi
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee. In addition to regular briefi
the committees for comments.

ittees in developing the Draft MTP.
rdinating Committee (TCC) and
SACOG presents the Draft MTP to

Regional Planning Partnership

es of the U.S. Environ
way Administration (FH

The RPP consists of the five local air districts, represe
(EPA), California Air Resources Board (ARB), Feder,

Administration (FTA), and state and local transportation nated interagency
consultation group for air quality conformity and transportat rlocal
agencies in the region’s transportation ind i amming activities
of SACOG, and to improve coordination w meeting is open

t, Yuba-Sutter Transit, Roseville Transit,
El Dorado Transit, South Cou an and Placer County Transit. SACOG provides

support for service and pla

Bicycle & Pede ommittee

SACOG serves as a fo and pedestrian planning activities throughout the region. Staff makes its
expertise available to par zations and groups to support their bicycle and pedestrian planning efforts.
The SACOG Bicycle and Pec ian Advisory Committee meets quarterly and functions as an advisory

committee to the SACOG Board of Directors.

Public Access to Technical and Policy Information

SACOG seeks to keep the MTP planning process transparent in order to maintain credibility with the public. In
addition to legal requirements, SACOG will make reasonable accommodations to provide public access to
technical and policy information.
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Members of the public may request to receive meeting agendas and materials through the U.S. mail, and may
subscribe to SACOG’s monthly newsletter the Regional Report, which provides information about major Board and
Committee actions.

SACOG seeks to make the MTP and accompanying Air Quality Conformity documents easily accessible by
posting all documents in a timely manner on the SACOG website at www. org and on the MTP page at
www.sacog.org/mtp/2035. The SACOG website provides information G’s projects and programs,
the agency’s structure including governing body and upcoming publi ings and workshops. It contains all of

Committee meeting agendas and packet materials. Members
Board meetings via the website. These recordings are archi

normal business hours.

SACOG encourages interested individuals to attend the Regi
Committee, SACOG Board, and SACOG Co

materials that accompany ag e also made available to the
public at committee meeti ate, time, location and preliminary
agenda, are posted o eting and mailed out at least one week
prior to the date of the mee i i ours in advance of the meeting time. The

website also offers the abilit individuals i enda notifications for the various committees.

s to local libraries and keeps copies in the SACOG library. Regular
updates on SACO jects are included in the Regional Report which is available by subscription
in hard copy or elec sacog.org/regrpt.

SACOG also works to ma
awareness of SACOG activi

bility with agency partners and the media to heighten general public
and public processes.

Response to Public Input

SACOG values the public comments it receives and wishes to share them with decision makers. Therefore,
SACOG responds to each individual comment when feasible either over telephone, mail or e-mail. When SACOG
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receives significant written or oral comments, SACOG staff will respond with an explanation of how concerns are
being addressed. SACOG staff will also share these comments with the Transportation Committee and Board. In
order to make sure comments are received in time for Committee and Board action, SACOG will request that
written comments be submitted at least a week before the Committee and Board meets so that the comments
can be included in the agenda packets.

Review of Public Involvement Process

SACOG will periodically review its MTP involvement processes 0 ensure their effectiveness and

make changes as needed.

Brown Act

SACOG will comply with all a Act (ADA) in its development of
the MTP. This includes co ns and meet all requirements of
the ADA. Also, SACO oor numbers posted in Braille,
communication devi age interpreters upon request. SACOG

SACOG will inva [ [ nments in its development of the MTP. This includes informing Indian
Tribal governments ang eir input on the MTP, inviting their participation, including them in the

Environmental Justice Communities

In its development of the MTP, SACOG seeks input and feedback from low-income and minority groups,
especially those that are considered underrepresented. Environmental justice communities are to be actively
engaged throughout the MTP development process. These communities are encouraged to participate in the
planning process and provide feedback, and SACOG is committed to providing materials in different languages.

MTP2035: The Public Involvement Process
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That Will Inform Future MTP Updates

SACOG developed this MTP with a robust public involvement process, involving nearly 8,000 citizens in the
Sacramento region. Between fall 2005 and spring 2006, the public participated in more than 150 presentations, 17
community workshops, TALL Order regional workshops, market research, and an Elected Officials Summit. In all of
the workshops, participants had the opportunity to work in diverse table groups in mapping activities to identify their
priority investments.

Public input from these workshops was used by SACOG staff to dev native investment packages for further

Beyond stakeholder workshops, SACOG a [ engage the general public for input on
regional transportation priorities. In January

vary depending igni pe and available resources. The MTP2035 was a
major upd 3 [ ; 2d Growth Scenario as the base land use map.

Phase I:
Fall 2005
* Bega

Phase Il: Begin Pub
Spring 2006
» Elected Officials W

*  Community Worksho
» Stakeholder Meetings

Phase lll: Develop Alternatives
Summer 2006
» Projects from MTP Workshops

» Technical Analysis
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» Projects Combined into Alternatives

Phase IV: Discussion and Draft Input
Fall/ Winter 2006
* Regional TALL Order Forum

» Continuing Analysis

» Projects Recombined into Draft Preferred Alternative

Spring 2007
* MTP Board Input and Public Outreach (Surveys, Polls

* Final Analysis of MTP Projects (Budget, Timing, P

Summer/Fall 2007
e Draft MTP Project List

» Public Participation Plan
e Public Comment Period

Phase V: The Plan
Winter/Spring 2008
* Prepare and Release Final Draft MTP a

e Public Comment Pe Public Hearing
 MTP Adoption b

provement Program (TIP), called the Metropolitan Transportation
2nto region, is a comprehensive listing of surface transportation projects

The federally require
Improvement Progra

The Sacramento Area Counc Governments (SACOG), as the federally designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the six-county Sacramento region, prepares and adopts the MTIP every two years. The
MTIP covers a four-year period and must be financially constrained by year, meaning that the amount of dollars
committed to the projects (also referred to as “programmed”) must not exceed the amount of dollars estimated to
be available. The MTIP must include a financial plan that demonstrates that programmed projects can be
implemented. Adoption of the MTIP must be accompanied by an evaluation and finding of Air Quality Conformity.
Federal regulations also require an opportunity for public comment prior to MTIP approval.

Transit, highway, local roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian investments are included in the MTIP. Apart from some
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improvements to the region’s airports and the Port of Sacramento, all regionally significant transportation projects
or projects requiring federal action are part of the MTIP. All projects included in the MTIP must be consistent with
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for the Sacramento region.

Types of MTIP Actions
There are four processes for the various ways to change/upd
1. Adoption

SACOG generally adopts a new MTIP every two year
every four years. SACOG removes the two prior ye

hough federal guidelines ire a new TIP at least

Previously referred to as a “Formal Amendment n “Amendment” as a significant
change to the MTIP. An amendment is a revisi metropolitan transportation plan,
TIP, or State Transportation Improvement Program nge to a project included in a
metropolitan transportation dition or deletion of a project or a

Significant changes to o quality exempt MTIP projects, do not require an air quality determination.

3. Administrative Modification

Because of the fluctuating nature of transportation projects nearing implementation, circumstances dictate that
changes be made to the MTIP following its adoption. Federal regulations in SAFETEA-LU allow for two types of
revisions to the MTIP, Administrative Modifications and Amendments, previously referred to as “Administrative
Amendments” and “Formal Amendments.” SACOG processes Amendments regularly, as many as four per year,
while Administrative Modifications occur more often, as many as eight per year. Amendments take longer to

process, as long as four months, whereas Administrative Modifications typically take less than a month.
| 11/3/200941/2/2009 9:26:49 AM11:54:16-AM -24 -




The criteria for Administrative Modifications and Amendments are defined in SAFETEA-LU. The Federal Highway
Administration, Federal Transit Administration, and Caltrans agreed on January 13, 2006 to new administrative
amendment (modification) procedures. In 2008, these agencies updated these procedures. The procedures are
posted online at www.dot.ca.gov/hg/transprog/fedpgm.htm. SAFETEA-LU defines the types of changes which
can be made through Administrative Modification and Amendment in Title 23, CFR part 450.104:

Once referred to as an “Administrative Amendment,” SAFETEA-LU des [ a minor revision to the MTIP
inor changes to project/project phase
inor changes to project/project
phase initiation dates.

4. Technical Corrections and Advancement or Dela

Procedures

No public review is necessary for edits to parts of t i urposes only or for
fixing obvious typographical errors. Similarly, no public re i

Expedited Project Selection Procedures (EPSP). EPSP isu rs of the MTIP
and delay the implementation of other pro modification or
amendment, based on agreements betwee nsit operators, and local transportation
agencies. Even so, SACOG typically modifies ¢ he end of the year to reflect advances
or delays.

30ard review depends on the nature of the change
ange from technical corrections that involve no public review or

The purpose and objective fc blic involvement at this late stage is different than in earlier stages. It is
beneficial to involve the public in the development of the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program
(MTIP) as early as possible. The MTIP is an administrative document which reflects transportation decisions
developed in the MTP process. The MTIP is a program management tool used to show the schedule, scope, and
constrained funding of intended transportation improvements (or continuations of current activities). Unlike the
planned projects in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), the projects in the MTIP have committed or
reasonably available funding and are phased to begin construction.
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Involvement in the Final Stage of MTIP Development

Public involvement is required preceding the MTIP adoption or an Amendment to the MTIP. This review period is
the final opportunity for public comment on the MTIP (although it may be the beginning of local agency public
involvement for individual projects). SACOG continues to involve the public at all stages in the development of
the MTIP. At this stage, SACOG specifically invites the public to comment o

Project Schedules

Air Quality Analysis

Financial Constraint

Project consistency with MTP and funding programs
Revisions made to project cost, scope, schedule, or fu

agprODdE

Involvement in the MTP Stage

( the SACOG funding programs. Placer County Transportation
Planning Agency ¢ y Transportation Commission also consider the MTP priorities in the
development of thei ' . The public is encouraged to get involved during the development of the

programs include Air Qua
Management.

e/Pedestrian, Regional Scale, Transit, and Transportation Demand

Consultation and Coordination

SACOG, the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Sacramento area region, needs to consult with
groups responsible for other types of planning activities that are affected by transportation in the area (i.e. state
and local planned growth, economic development, environmental protection, land use management, conservation
and historic preservation, airport operations, and freight interests) and other agencies such as Indian Tribal

| 11/3/200941/2/2009 9:26:49 AM11:54:16-AM -26 -




governments, federal land management agencies and project sponsors. These provisions address both the
MPO'’s preparation of the MTP and the MTIP.

Crucial decisions whether or not to support or fund a transportation program or project in the region are made in
the development of the MTP. In contrast, the MTIP defines project budgets, schedules and phasing for those
programs and projects that are already part of the MTP. The MTIP does n ide any additional information
regarding environmental impacts beyond those found in the program-le ental analysis prepared for
the MTP. Further environmental review occurs at the project deliver y or jurisdiction with project specific
environmental impacts report.

Starting at the MTP development stage, SACOG staff conc ropriate agencies regarding
the MTIP. Subsequent to the MTP, additional consultatio d on an agency’s needs

and interests. Through the dialog with various commit interested agency) are
ts and their inclusion

includes:

e Communication of the schedule of upcomi
»  Special workshops.
» Coordination with age i i ncies before releasing draft

Amendments and the Draft ong with Air Quality Conformity information. The two committees are the
Regional Planning Partnership (RPP) and Transit Coordinating Committee (TCC). In addition to regular briefings,
SACOG presents Draft Amendments and the Draft MTIP to the committees for comments.

Regional Planning Partnership

The RPP consists of the five local air districts, representatives of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
California Air Resources Board (ARB), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration
(FTA), and state and local transportation agencies. The RPP is SACOG's designated interagency consultation
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group for air quality conformity and transportation purposes. It also provides a forum for local agencies in the
region’s transportation industry to contribute to the policy-making and fund programming activities of SACOG, and
to improve coordination within the region. The RPP meets monthly. Each RPP meeting is held at the SACOG
offices and is open to the public.

Transit Coordinating Committee

The Transit Coordinating Committee (TCC) was established by the S rd to assist in federal planning and

oversight of transit activities in the region. Members are transit oper. n including Sacramento Regional
Transit District, Paratransit, Inc., Folsom Stage Line, Yolo Coun t, Yuba-Sutter Transit, Roseville
Transit, El Dorado Transit, South County Transit/Link, e-tran Transit. SACOG provides
support for service and planning coordination among the r is committee. The TCC

SACOG seeks to keep every programming prc [ aintain credibility with the public in
compliance with the Brown Act and federal reg [ LU. In addition to legal

requirements, SACOG will make reasonable acca ss to technical and policy
information.
SACOG seeks to make y documents easily accessible by posting

all documents in a timely
www.sacog.org/mtip. The w
website provides information aba

www.sacog.org and on the MTIP page at
e available in writing upon request. The SACOG

eive meeting agendas and materials through the U.S. mail, electronic
notification and [ DG's newsletter, which provides information about current projects and major

Committee, SACOG Board, and SACOG Committee meetings to express their views on the MTIP. MTIP items on
the Board agenda usually come in the form of recommendations from the SACOG Transportation Committee. All
SACOG meetings are open to the public. The public is encouraged to participate in Board and policy committee
meetings. Agendas and meeting packets for all of SACOG’s standing committees, the Board, RPP, and TCC are
posted on the website approximately one week prior to each meeting. Written materials that accompany agenda
items are often available on the website and are also made available to the public at committee meetings. Notices
of these meetings, complete with the date, time, location and preliminary agenda, are posted on SACOG'’s website
at least 72 hours prior to each meeting and mailed out at least one week prior to the date of the meeting. Final
agendas are posted 72 business hours in advance of the meeting time. The website also offers the ability for
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individuals to subscribe to agenda notifications for the various committees. SACOG notifies subscribers via e-mail
whenever it posts a committee meeting agenda.

Distribution of Final Documents

Once an MTIP Amendment or MTIP is final, SACOG posts the documen
Conformity documents on the website and notifies the distribution list
printed copies of the final documents upon request. SACOG also di
copies in the SACOG library.

ith accompanying Air Quality
COG provides electronic and
copies to local libraries and keeps

Response to Public Input

SACOG values the public comments it receives and
responds to each individual comment when feasible either o il. ives significant
written or oral comments, staff will respond with an explanation

e portions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in its development of
the MTIP, MTIP Amendme d accompanying Air Quality Conformity documents. This includes conducting
meetings that are held in accessible locations and meet all requirements of the ADA. Also, SACOG will ensure
wheelchair accessibility, elevators with floor numbers posted in Braille, communication devices for the hearing
impaired, and provide sign language interpreters upon request.

Native American Indian Tribal Governments

SACOG will involve Indian Tribal governments in its development of the MTIP, MTIP Amendments, and
accompanying Air Quality Conformity documents. This includes informing Indian tribal governments and
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encouraging their input on the MTIP, inviting their participation, including them in the distribution of documents,
and consultation during the development of the MTIP.

Environmental Justice Communities

In its development of the MTIP, MTIP Amendments, and accompanying Conformity documents,

SACOG will obtain input and feedback from low-income and minority ially those that are
considered underrepresented. This means engaging environment mmunities early in the MTIP
development process, primarily during the MTP stage. During t ment process, SACOG will
conduct special outreach to environmental justice groups, e ation in the planning process,

REQUIRED ACTIVITIES

A.1 Define Purpose and Objectives fo
a. Before initiating public dialc

Target Audience
eral public)
b. Determine strateg aditionally underserved citizens.

e.g., local agencies & jurisdictions, neighboring regional planning agencies,
ers, transportation and air quality planning implementation agencies,
advocacy groups, disabled, environmental justice, senior, and minority advocacy

public agency planning p
environmental and bicyc
and service groups)

d. Identify mailing list/identify sources (e.g., business directories, phone directories, minority listings
including Native American nations, business development agencies, chamber of commerce directories
including ethnic and small business chambers, county assessor’s records, professional and business
organization mailing lists, etc.)

e. Update mailing list
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A.4  Public Hearings

Before adopting final plans, decide:

a. Notification
Who will be notified of hearings?

2. Which newspaper(s) will be used?
3. Who will receive staff reports/how will public have access to
4. What other natification technigues will be used other tha .g., SACOG Internet Home Page

electronic bulletin board, posting, mail, direct contact unity groups, fax)?
5. How long before hearing date will notices need to

b. Public comment period
1. How long the comment period will be (e.g., 30 da

c. Public hearings

1. Date, location (check SACOG meet
convenient access?

ernate location and time for more

Purpose of each identified hearing?
What materials will be

A.6

Decide:

Visualizatio

a. What information will be made available (e.g., draft plans; writing on estimates of funds available, project
selection process and analytical methodology; transportation and air quality model, technical supporting
documents)?

b. How information will be available (e.qg., libraries, Internet, mailing, at workshops and hearings, press releases,
schools, SACOG office)?

c. What alternative languages and/or formats (e.g., plain text) will be made available?
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A.7 Distribution of Final Documents

a. Who will receive final documents/how they will be distributed (e.g., affected agencies, commenters, libraries,
local colleges, at hearings, SACOG office)?

A.8 Response to Public Input

a. How will feedback be provided (e.g., newsletter, computer bulletin
letters and final plans to commenters)?

ts and publications, response

b. What input level will determine Direct or Consolidated resp

A.9 Review of Public Involvement Process
a. Who will review (e.g., SACOG, FHWA, FTA, pu

A.10 The Brown Act

How the plan will comply with the requireme
open to public)?

notice prior to meetings, meetings

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

B.1 Public Meetings, Workshops, and Open Houses
By geographic and study area:

a. What groups and/or organizations will be targeted?
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What strategies will be used to reach traditionally underserved citizens?
What notification techniques will be used (e.g., electronic bulletin board, posting, mail, fax)?
How long before meeting date will notices be posted (e.g., 7 to 15 days)?

® oo o

Date, location and schedule/alternate location and time for more conveni
meeting?

t access? Purpose of each

.

What visual technigues will be used (e.g., map displays, photo dis res, video footage)?

.2 Interactive Citizen Planner Workshops

Who will participate/who will lead?

B
a
b. What visual techniques will be used?
c. Are minority, disabled, environmental justice co
d

How the groups’ input will be used?

television, radio, newspaper)?

c. How will the input be

o

.6 Newsletters

a. Which publications will be used (e.g., Mobility, SACOG Regional Report, Special Bulletin, special
publications)?

b. Who the newsletters will be distributed to (identify mailing lists)?
c. What new mailing lists will be created to ensure underrepresented groups receive information?

| 11/3/200941/2/2009 9:26:49 AM11:54:16-AM -33-




B.7 Information Via Internet

a. What information will be available on the website?

b. When must information appear?

c. How will information be accessible to the disabled, non-English speaking,.and those without Internet access?

B.8 Speakers’ Bureau

a. How will groups and organizations become aware of the avalil COG's Speakers’ Bureau

availability?

=

How will groups and organizations be targeted (e.g., nei d professional groups)?
B.9 Public Attitude Surveys

a. Who will participate in the survey?
b. What efforts will be made to ensure survey captures opini
c. What type of survey will be conducted ousehold travel

B.10 Miscellaneous Activities

a. Define specific activities (e i phic presentation, written
responses to correspo

i government in securing funding for Native American reservation
roads if they are't . Because of their status, SACOG will work directly with Native American
0-government basis.

1. SACOG adheres to Executive Order 13175 (Federal Register, November 6, 2000), which defines the
relationship between Native American Indian governments, federal agencies, and governments receiving
federal funds.

2. SACOG will actively seek to keep Native American Indian governments informed of the agency’s activities
and major decisions affecting a tribal government’s geographic area.

3. SACOG Board of Directors will communicate directly with Native American Indian tribal leaders on an on-
going basis to identify issues of common concern.

SACOG needs to identify issues affecting Native American tribal lands and their transportation needs, plans,
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projects and outreach early in the process. Expert guidance should be sought in developing relationships with
tribes, reservations, and individuals. Tribes should be consulted for cultural knowledge about projects. Since
tribes are eligible to apply for and be awarded separate funding, SACOG staff needs to consult with both federal
transportation agencies and local tribes to coordinate plans and projects.

Recommended strategies aimed at encouraging Native American Indian tri vernment input on SACOG

projects and programs include the following:

Ensure tribal government contact information is current and u

final documents.
3. Actively seek tribal government input on SACOG pr

and provide reasonable opportunities t ning process.

e United Auburn Indi
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