
 
 
 
 
 
SACOG Board of  Directors Item #09-5-14 
 Report  
May 13, 2009 
 
Executive Director's Report   
        
The following is a brief status report on some of the major issues and projects currently being 
advanced by SACOG.   
 
Cap-to-Cap:   Metro Chamber's 2009 Cap-to-Cap trip, April 25-29, offered many opportunities for 
advocacy with our federal delegation and insights from key members of Congress as well as U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers and U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. The trip 
presented good opportunity for consistent advocacy between the Chamber's Transportation and 
Natural Resources teams and SACOG's 2009 federal advocacy principles, in particular as related 
to the new federal transportation authorization legislation.  Congressman Oberstar, Chairman of 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, spoke of his intent to condense the 108 
categories in SAFETEA-LU into fewer categories with greater flexibility and a performance 
orientation for system preservation, safety, congestion mitigation, and air quality.  He is very 
focused on improved linkages between transportation and land use planning with strong interest in 
transit oriented development, safe routes to school, intermodalism and community livability.  Sec. 
LaHood was consistent in his comments about the new administration's commitment 
to transportation planning that is performance based with clear goals for reducing vehicle miles 
traveled, improving safety and economic growth.  He also intends to pursue performance metrics 
including housing located closer to transit, reduction of greenhouse gases and cleaner fuel options, 
and improvements for bikeways and pedestrian paths.  Funding the next authorization legislation 
remains a significant issue with diversity of opinion on the gas tax and user fees as potential 
revenue sources.  SACOG is grateful to the Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce for their 
efforts to create valuable advocacy opportunities for the Sacramento region in our nation's Capitol.   
 

Federal Reauthorization:  Congress will be crafting new surface transportation authorization 
legislation to replace the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) which expires on September 30, 2009. Initial activities have 
been led by the House of Representatives’ Transportation & Infrastructure (T & I) Committee.  As 
described in the Cap-to-Cap trip item, staff received valuable insights from a broad range of 
interests who will be involved in the surface transportation authorization process.  Cap-to-Cap 
meetings attended by staff provided an opportunity to gather information on the authorization 
process and potential policy priorities. Staff contacts made through the Cap-to-Cap meetings have 
also been valuable in addressing follow-up questions and information requests on the High Priority 
Project (HPP) authorization nominations.  Since receiving Board direction in April, staff submitted 
the forms and supporting documentation for the HPP nominations to each of the congressional 
offices covering the four county Regional Transportation Planning (RTPA) region. A separate but 
coordinated process in El Dorado and Placer counties is in place for their HPP nominations. The 
four regional SACOG HPP project nominations are Regional Buses & Facilities, Blueprint 
Implementation, Complete Streets, and Capitol Corridor improvements. In addition to leading the 
advocacy for the four regional SACOG nominations, staff has been supporting more than 50 other 
locally-sponsored HPP nominations through providing letters of support and/or technical 
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assistance. Staff will keep the Board updated as T & I  Committee consideration of the HPP 
nominations advance and other surface transportation authorization activities commence.  
 

Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Funding: On May 7th staff presented the Renewable 
Energy & Energy Efficiency Funding item to the Climate and Air Quality Committee.  Committee 
members had several questions regarding the implementation of the funding program.  The 
Committee agreed to serve as a co-convener with Valley Vision of an informational workshop to 
be held on June 1, 2009 where these questions will be discussed.  This item will be brought back to 
the Climate & Air Quality Committee at its June 4th meeting.   
 
Build it Green Code Program:  At its May 7th meeting, the Climate and Air Quality Committee 
heard a presentation from Dennis Rogers of the North State Building Industry Association 
regarding the Build it Green Code Program.  Mr. Rogers reported that the BIA is working to 
develop a program to provide consistency to the region in matters energy and greenhouse gas 
standards for single-family dwelling units.  Mr. Rogers stated that the BIA would prefer to make 
presentations to the SACOG board as a whole, which would ensure consistency across the region 
as the program moves ahead.  Components of the program are still in the process of being 
developed and more information will be presented to the committee and board as it becomes 
available. 
 
May is Bike Month:  May is Bike Month is the region’s annual campaign to encourage bicycling 
as a transportation option for all types of trips. The campaign is led by SACOG and a steering 
committee consisting of representatives from transportation management organizations, 
employers, and bicycle advocates.  As of May 11, 5,760 area bicyclists had registered on 
mayisbikemonth.com. They have cumulatively pledged to ride over 1.3 million miles in May with 
over 285,000 logged so far. Last year was the first year that the region was able to log over one 
million miles and we are planning on reaching that goal again this year.  Attached please find a 
calendar of events taken from mayisbikemonth.com that will be sent to the media along with 
weekly press releases during May. 
 
RUCS/Sacramento County Ag Tour:  The Rural-Urban Connections Strategy (RUCS) ag tour 
for Sacramento County has been rescheduled to Thursday, September 24, 2009. The tour will 
follow the SACOG board meeting which will be held at a location TBD in Sacramento County. 
Staff is working on details of the tour based on input from the April committee cycle. Updates will 
be presented during the August committee cycle. 
  
  
KEY BOARD ITEMS:   
 
BUDGET and OWP:  SACOG’s budget is comprised of two parts, the OWP and the remaining 
cost centers such as the Board and Advocacy, Indirect Costs, Furniture and Equipment, and 
Service to Others.  The OWP undergoes scrutiny by FHWA, FTA and Caltrans and is subject to 
the guidelines and regulations governing federal funding.  The remaining cost cents are funded 
with non-federal funds, including the member agency dues.  Together they make the entire 
SACOG budget, which is balanced. 
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The OWP has been a challenge to balance this year as with your agencies, primarily because the 
source of funds used for matching the federal funds, sales tax from the Local Transportation Fund, 
is declining.  The Board has provided valuable guidance and suggestions and staff have worked 
hard to create this balanced budget; projects were scrutinized to determine if they could be delayed 
to another year, projects had consultant dollars moved to fund staff who will perform the work 
required for the project instead of a consultant, $175,000 in savings from labor costs were 
included, and similar modifications from the original OWP were made.  In the end, the OWP is 
balanced with no need to draw from reserves.  Throughout the year staff will be closely monitoring 
the budget to ensure that it remains a zero-based budget. 
 
A part of the budget balancing resulted in a change to the Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Employee’s Association, also included in your packet for approval.  This amended MOU 
eliminates the scheduled cost of living adjustment for Fiscal Year 2009-10, a savings of $105,000 
toward the budgeted $175,000 reduction in employee costs; a modification to the range within 
which a COLA will be given for future years from the current floor of 2% to 0%; and an extension 
in the term of the MOU for two additional years.   
 
The other significant change to the budget was in the Board and Advocacy budget where the 
member dues were reduced 20% to give some measure of relief to member agencies and the 
contracts for Mike Miller and Jack Molodanof were reduced by 10% and extended until December 
2010.  The Strategic Planning Committee provided the guidance for staff to pursue these two 
avenues.  The remaining funds needed to balance the Board and Advocacy budget, $51,755, were 
taken from the reserve set aside from an insurance settlement from several years ago and 
accumulated excess interest earnings.  The 20% reduction is intended for this fiscal year only and 
will be revisited again next year.  The reserve funds remaining are $171,101.  The reduction in 
Mike Miller and Jack Molodanof’s contracts was a welcome concession on their part and SACOG 
is grateful for their consideration in this tough economic year. 
 
RECEIVE AND FILE ITEMS:   
 
These items were information items sent through the Committee cycle.  If you have any questions, 
please call me prior to the meeting.  Backup material for each item is attached and any of these 
items can be discussed during Other Matters, if the Board so chooses. 
 

1. Potential June Amendment of the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program and 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2035 for the South Line Phase II Light Rail Extension 
Project    

2. Update on American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Program  
3. Update on Greenhouse Gas Regional Inventory Protocol (GRIP)  
4. Implications of EPA Mandatory Reporting Rule  & Endangerment Finding RUCS:  Local 

Markets Working Group Innovations and Implementation Matrix 
5. Yolo County Food Grant Application  
6. Update on Round 4 of Community Design Program  
7. Update on Form-Based Codes Grant Opportunity with the Congress for New Urbanism  
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CALENDAR:   
June 4 @ 10:00 a.m. Transportation Committee SACOG 
June 4 @ 1:00 p.m. Climate & Air Quality Committee SACOG 
June 8 @ 10:00 a.m. Land Use & Housing Committee SACOG 
June 8 @ 1:00 p.m. Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee SACOG 
June 18 @ 9:00 a.m. SACOG Board of Directors  SACOG  
 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director   
 
Attachments 
 
MM:rt 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Erik Johnson 
May 7, 2009 (916) 321-9000 
 

DESPITE A RAINY START, 110,000 MILES LOGGED SINCE MAY 1 
Over 5,000 individuals have pledged to ride over a million miles in May 

 
Whether it’s saving on paying for gas, parking and auto maintenance, or getting out and enjoying the 
great weather, the Sacramento region is off to a strong start for May is Bike Month. The challenge to 
the region is to ride one million miles this May and log them at www.mayisbikemonth.com. Events this 
weekend and the following are included below. Watch for weekly media releases on progress to the 
million mile goal and upcoming events.  
 
Everyone is encouraged to log their bicycling miles for commuting, recreation or errands. All month 
long, there will be weekly prize drawings, group and employer challenges, rallies, awards, safety clinics 
and organized rides. The region—which includes El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba 
counties—is home to many bicycle-friendly communities and regional trails. 
 
 
ALL MONTH LONG! — North Natomas Schools are Gearing Up for Bike Month!  
All month long, students at Regency Park, H. Allen Hight, Natomas Park and Witter Ranch 
elementaries, Westlake Charter, Heron School and Natomas Middle School will be tracking their 
bicycle trips! All riders will be rewarded, as well as the top riders, and top class in each school. To top it 
off, the school with the most miles logged will win the famous perpetual trophy award.  Students and 
parents get ready —the challenge is on! For more information, call North Natomas TMA 916-419-
9955. 
 
Tuesday, May 12 
5 to 7 p.m. — H. Allen Hight Elementary School, 3200 North Park Drive, Sacramento, 95835 —  
Safety with Helmets Night  
Free helmets for H. Allen Hight Elementary students who don’t have them, and inspections and fittings 
for those who do. Damaged helmets will be replaced. Food and fun for children and parents! For more 
information, call North Natomas TMA 916-419-9955. 
 
Wednesday, May 13 
Noon to 1 p.m. — Free Cycling Clinic – Sacramento Downtown Public Library 
Learn information and skills to feel more comfortable riding your bicycle in traffic including: the 
benefits of cycling, necessary cycling accessories, safe and effective bicycling techniques, route 
planning. There will be door prizes. Bicycles are not needed. Bring your own brown bag lunch. For more 
information, call 264-2966.  
 
6:30 p.m. —  Sacramento Natural Foods Co-op – Basic Mechanics Class 
Sacramento Bicycle Kitchen will be teaching a beginners mechanics class at the Co-op. Contact the 
Natural Foods Co-op at 916-455-2667 to pre-register. Suggested donation $15. For more information, 
call 916-731-8167. 
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Thursday, May 14 
11 a.m. — HOT ITALIAN, 16th and Q streets, Midtown – Bike to work, Bike to Lunch, Bike to Dinner 
With Cyclepod parking for 32 bicycles, HOT ITALIAN is your bike to lunch or dinner destination. 
HOT ITALIAN will give a free pizza to the first 32 people who ride their Italian bikes to the restaurant 
for lunch from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. or for dinner from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Maybe you'll even win Castelli 
cycling gear. 
 
4:30 to 9 p.m. — Central Park, Davis – Celebrate Davis!  
Bicycling is the best way to attend this annual event produced by the Davis Chamber of Commerce.  
Secure, free valet bicycle parking is available and don’t forget your light if you stay for the fireworks. 
For more information, visit www.celebratedavis.com. 
 
7 - 8:30 p.m. — Bicycle Commuting 101 – REI, Folsom 
Looking for a transportation alternative and ways to decrease your gasoline consumption? Why not 
bike commute? Bike commuting has many advantages; you can lower commuting costs and reduce 
your carbon footprint while engaging in a healthy and enjoyable activity. In a slide show presentation 
REI cycling enthusiast Lisa Woodward will share the details of commuting by bicycle. She will cover 
topics including preparation, planning a route, choosing the right equipment, and utilizing mass transit 
systems. Take advantage of this opportunity to learn how to get started bike commuting from an 
experienced and knowledgeable cyclist. For more information, call 916-817-8944. 
 
Friday, May 15 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. — 2100 Jefferson Boulevard, West Sacramento, Barge Canal Recreational Access – 
Clarksburg Branch Line Trail Fat Tire Fun Ride 
The Clarksburg Branch Line Trail Fat Tire Fun Ride will begin at the Barge Canal Recreational Access 
point in West Sacramento. Cyclists will gather at the access point at 5:30 p.m. to begin a 6.5 mile fun 
ride that takes riders out and back on the Clarksburg Branch Line Trail. The new pathway is virtually 
level and the ride will be leisurely. Please note that the Clarksburg Branch Line Trail is a hard, but not 
paved surface, so riders may prefer to use off-road bicycles or others with “fat” tires. For more 
information, call Dave Shpak at 916-617-4665. 
 
Saturday, May 16  
5:15 a.m. — Veterans Memorial Center, 203 W 14th Street, Davis – Davis Double Century 
This is the 40th annual version of Davis’ nationally acclaimed 200-mile, one-day cycling event 
produced by Davis Bicycle Club. For more information, e-mail dcinfo@davisbikeclub.org or visit 
www.davisbikeclub.org/ddc/2009/index.htm  
 
9 a.m. — North Natomas TMA Office – Breakfast and Scenic Ride to Miller Park 
Come on - ride with us! Bring your bike! Meet your neighbors! Join us as we enjoy the weather and a 
beautiful bike ride to Miller Park and back. Breakfast will be provided by the TMA. 
Start Location: NNTMA Office, 1930 Del Paso Road, Suite 121, Sacramento, CA 95834. For more 
information, call North Natomas TMA at 916-419-9955.  
 
10 a.m. — Teens on the Trail – Placerville Station 
Teens on the Trail is a chance for El Dorado County youth to ride on the El Dorado Bike Trail and enter 
for raffle prizes. Registration for prizes will be at the Placerville Station. For more information, email 
coreyharkins@gmail.com. 
 
Noon — Placerville Bike Symposium – Placerville Town Hall 
The Placerville Bike Symposium will occur at Placerville Town Hall with booths created by youth and 
guest speakers on issues of transportation. For more information, email coreyharkins@gmail.com. 
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Sunday, May 17 
Noon to 4 p.m. — Chipotle Restaurant, Midtown Sacramento – Bike 4 Burritos  
Anyone who rides her/his bike to their location at 19th and Capitol Avenue will get a FREE burrito.  
There will be music, "best of" contests, raffle prizes, and more.  Please join us for this celebration of 
motor-less vehicles. For more information, call Anthony Catafi at 916-444-8940. 
 
Wednesday, May 20 
6:30 to 9:30 a.m. — Central Park, Davis – Bike to Work Breakfast at Davis Farmers Market 
This annual event has become a tradition in Davis. Nearly 200 cyclists show up regularly to sit down 
and share a beautiful morning in conversation. Aside from an excellent breakfast, we'll also have May 
Is Bike Month T-shirts for those signing up for Million Mile May. Don't miss this annual tradition! For 
more information, call Yolo TMA at 530-669-1446. 
 
Thursday, May 21 
6 to 10 a.m. — Bike to Work Day Free Parking and Energizer Stations – Select American River 
Parkway entrances 
In support of the month's events, the Department of Regional Park is holding a Park 'n' Ride event, 
waiving parking fees for Bike to Work Day along four American River Parkway entrances:  
Lower Sunrise  
William B. Pond Recreation Area  
Watt Avenue Access  
Howe Avenue Access  
 
From 6 to 10 a.m. energizer stations will be available at five locations along the American River 
Parkway:  
Lower Sunrise  
William B. Pond Recreation Area 
Mile Marker 15 
Mile Marker 8, near Guy West Bridge 
Howe Avenue Access 
 
These energizer stations will offer free coffee, juice and bagels to participants. The Park PASSPORT, 
(an annual pass that allows parking at any Sacramento County Regional Park location for 12 months 
from the date of purchase) will be sold, as well as commemorative Sacramento County Parks 50th 
Anniversary items. When you buy your PASSPORT anytime in the months of May-July, you'll receive a 
coupon book valued at $250 and will be entered to win a Trek 7000 hybrid bike courtesy of City 
Bicycle Works. Visit www.sacparks.net for more details!  
 
6 a.m. — Sutter Street Light Rail Station Plaza, Folsom/Rancho Cordova – Bike Breakfast and Ride 
Join us for a FREE breakfast to fuel cyclists for a ride to downtown Sacramento! Breakfast will be 
served at 6 a.m. at the Sutter Street Light Rail Station Plaza. There will be giveaways and a raffle for a 
new bike. For our cyclists joining us in Rancho Cordova, there will be an energizer breakfast station on 
the trail at Hagen Park. For more information call 50 Corridor TMA at 916-852-7409.  
 
6 to 9 a.m. — Bike to Work Day, Bike in Breakfast!  Arco Arena entrance at Truxel Road     
Help the North Natomas TMA celebrate Sacramento's Bike to Work Day and show your community 
you can do your part! Bike on over while you head to work (or simply a nice morning ride!) and stop for 
a bite to eat and a chance to win a prize! Meet at the Arco Arena entrance at Truxel Road. For more 
information, call North Natomas TMA at 916-419-9955.  
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6:30 to 9 a.m. — Cafe Colonnade 2495 Natomas Park Drive – Bike to Work Breakfast 
South Natomas TMA members only: Free Bike to Work Day Breakfast for SNTMA members who ride 
their bikes to work on Thursday, May 21. RSVP to Stephanie at stephanie@sntma.org. For more 
information, call South Natomas TMA at 916-646-0928. 
 
6 a.m. to 3 p.m. — State Capitol, Sacramento – Energizer Station 
Celebrate Bike to Work Day by stopping by the Downtown Sacramento Energizer Station at the State 
Capitol for drinks and snacks that will keep you energized all day. For more information, call 
Sacramento TMA at 916-737-1513. 
 
7:30 to 9 a.m. — Lions Gate Hotel (poolside), McClellan – Bike to Work Breakfast 
All bicyclists who ride their bike to work are welcome to the buffet breakfast hosted by the McClellan 
Park TMA. Registration is required so RSVP to brager@mcclellanparktma.org. Park your bikes by 
entering through the side gate to the pool area. For more information, call McClellan Park TMA at 916-
570-5314. 
 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. — State Capitol, Sacramento – Capitol BikeFest 
Enjoy music, prize wheels, award presentations, and drawings for bicycles. Bring your bicycle for a free 
safety check. We'll have safe, staffed Bike Valet parking, tables of information from bike shops, 
bicycle groups, public transit providers, clean air and walking organizations.  
Bike raffle: Bring a printout that shows you've logged miles to get your T-Shirt, a delicious fruit freeze 
and a ticket for the free raffle of commuter bicycles. For more information, call Sacramento TMA at 
916-737-1513. 
 
Saturday, May 23 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Cycles 4 Hope Homeless Outreach - North B Street across from Salvation Army, 
Sacramento 
We will be providing free bikes and repairs to Sacramento areas homeless in downtown Sacramento 
across from the Salvation Army on North B Street. Visit www.cycles4hope.org for more information on 
donations and volunteering. For other information, email shawn@cycles4Hope.org. 
 
 
 

 
May is Bike Month is coordinated by the Sacramento Area Council of Governments and the region's 
transportation management associations and organizations. For more information, visit 
www.mayisbikemonth.com or call (916) 321-9000. 
 

- END - 
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Potential June Amendment of the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program and 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2035 for the South Line Phase II Light Rail Extension 
Project 
 
Subsequent to MTIP Amendment #10 for the Committee’s consideration in May is the possibility of a 
June MTIP amendment for the Sacramento Regional Transit District (SRTD) to reflect cost increases in 
the South Line Phase II Light Rail Extension Project.  This rail project is currently in the Preliminary 
Engineering phase of project development.  SACOG staff has been informed by the SRTD that an MTIP 
amendment is needed in order to move the project into the next phase, Final Design. 
 
In advance of the MTIP amendment request, SACOG is required to conduct a financial constraint analysis 
and be able to demonstrate that revenues are available to construct, as well as operate and maintain, any 
project(s), included in the amendment.  In support of the South Line Phase II amendment request, 
SACOG staff has been collaborating with the SRTD staff and its consultants.  Through a concurrent effort 
to monitor and review major capital projects, the FTA also has a consultant conducting a financial 
capacity analysis for the South Line Phase II project.  Once it is complete, staff will reference the FTA 
consultant report as additional data and analysis to inform the completion of the MTP and MTIP financial 
constraint analysis.   
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