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Update on Federal Advocacy

Issue: Update on federal advocacy efforts.

Recommendation: None; this will be an informational report and discussion.

Discussion: SACOG Director of Research & Analysis Gordon Garry was in Washington DC to
speak to the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) Annual Conference of Regions
regarding Transportation, Land Use and Green House Gas Emissions on February 23, 2009. Blueprint
and Senate Bill 375 education were the subjects of several presentations. (See Attachment A for
powerpoint presentation.) Other presenters included Gary Gallegos, San Diego Association of
Governments and Hasan Ikhrata, Southern California Association of Governments.

Garry also had the opportunity to meet with staff from Tauscher’s and Matsui’s offices as well as
committee staff from the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works. This committee will
lead the surface transportation authorization bill later this year. SACOG’s federal appropriations
request for 2010 includes additional support for Blueprint implementation. These meetings offered an
opportunity for more in depth explanation of SACOG’s model needs and how the agency’s modeling
supports the unique work of the Blueprint underpinning the performance-based MTP2035 and quick
delivery of stimulus projects.
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Attachment

Key Staff: Rebecca Sloan, Director of External Affairs & Member Services, (916) 340-6224
Gordon Garry, Director of Research & Analysis, (916) 340-6230
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egional Growth

S ACOG

URBAN AREAS. URBAN AREASE

% 2000 9

To address concerns about ]90
regional growth, SACOG in 2002
launched the:

Sacramento Region URBAN AREAS)Z

Blueprint: 1950

Transportation/Land Use
Study
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Regional Blueprint
Vision

« 50 year collaborative vision for the region

e Addressed land use, demographics, housing,
congestion, environment

* Resulted in smart growth policy decisions
* Implementation by cities and counties
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Metropolitan
Transportation Plan

e Transportation investment plan for the region
to 2035

* Designed to work with Blueprint
Implementation

* Plan adopted March 2008 with $42 billion
pudget

* Reductions in per Household Vehicle Miles
Traveled and CO,
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Seven Principles of Smar
Growth

Transportation Compact Mixed
Choices Development Land Uses

PRI

Housing Use Existing Conserve Quality
Choices Assets Natural Resources Design
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Itizen Input — Over 5,000
participants at workshops and
forums
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Regional Forum 2004 -
1400 people
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' MTP 2035 Broad Public

Outreach (2005 - 2007)

8,000 Participants &
Broad Representation

* Across the Region

e Diverse Interest Groups




Develop Better
Information and Tools for

Decision Making
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' TP2035 Promotes

Smart Growth

Road Investments
— Focus on “complete streets”

— Roads and bridges that serve shorter trips, not longer-
distance commutes

— Road maintenance funding—critical for infill

e Transit investments
— Big increase in funds, service miles and ridership
— More options (e.g. shuttles, streetcars)

— Commitment to $ incentives for land development near
transit (Community Design Program)
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ew Directions from

MTP 2035

Broad Public Outreach

oy &
L4

Cost-Effective Solutions with Good
Performance Benefit

Shorter Trips to Serve Future Land “
Uses

Goods Movement Priorities
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| Final MTP 2035:

Ina
Plan Performance

Consistent Improvements from Old MTP

* Vehicle Trips, Vehicle Hours, and Vehicle
Miles per Household decline from today

e Congested Vehicle Miles Traveled per
Household is held to significantly less growth
than current MTP

* % of Trips by Transit or Walk/Bike increase

Sacramento Area Council of Governments



What Creates Travel
Benefits?

* 75% of benefit comes from Blueprint Land
Use Pattern

« 25% varies by the transportation network that
goes with it

 These numbers, however, do not directly
account for interactivity.....Il.e. extent to which
transportation investments promote or
discourage Blueprint land use principles
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Land Use &
Transportation

MTP Strategies EIR Alr Quality
& Goodg Mitigation Transgortaror
Performance Measures
WIEEE I (ES

Control
Measures

Greenhouse Gas

Emissions
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AB 32 and the Scoping Pla

 AB 32 signed into law Sept. 27, 2006
 ARB adopted Scoping Plan Dec. 11, 2008
e Scoping Plan goals:
— By 2020 reduce GHGs back to 1990 levels
— On track to reduce 80% from 1990 level by 2050

e Scoping Plan recommends mix of strategies
combining market mechanisms, other regulations,
voluntary measures, energy efficiency, and fees
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 CA Air Resources Board (CARB) establishes
regional greenhouse gas targets for 17 MPOs

 Regional Targets Advisory Committee
(RTAC) recommends methodology

« MPOs test their RTPs with a Sustainable
Communities Strategy (SCS) or Alternative
Planning Strategy (APS)

o Approved Strategies qualify certain land use
developments for CEQA streamlining

Sacramento Area Council of Governments



Regional Targets Advisory
Committee (RTAC)

21 members representing a broad range of
groups

« Recommend factors to be considered and
methodologies to be used for setting regional

passenger vehicle greenhouse gas emission
reduction targets

 ARB shall consider the recommendations prior
to setting the targets

Sacramento Area Council of Governments



Statutory Timelines

Jan 31, 2009  ARB appoints Regional Targets Advisory
Committee (appointed Jan 23, 2009)

Sept 30, 2009 RTAC recommendations due to ARB
June 30, 2010 ARB deadline to issue draft targets
Sept 30, 2010 ARB deadline to adopt final targets

Sacramento Area Council of Governments



When Considering Factor
and Methods:

SB 375 states that:

e Targets are to be met with land use and
transportation measures and policies

CARB Board asks the RTAC to:

« Recommend methods to evaluate the full potential
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in each
major region of the state
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Issues to Consider

 Modeling techniques

o Growth forecasts

e Jobs-housing balance

 Interregional trips

 Economic and demographic trends

« Benefits of land use and transport strategies
e Methods to describe targets

 Methods to monitor performance
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e SB 375 integrates land use, transportation,
and GHG performance based planning

* The effectiveness will be determined in how
well it assists smart growth development
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