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Government Relations & Public Affairs Committee
 Informatio
n 
 
February 26, 2009  
 
Complete Streets Federal Legislation 
 
Issue:  Complete Streets Federal legislation by Senator Tom Harkin 
 
Recommendation:  None; this item is for information only. 
 
Discussion:  Representative Doris Matsui introduced House Resolution 5951 in the last session of 
Congress to implement a safe and complete streets program to provide better service in the federal 
transportation system for public transit, bicycles, and pedestrians or those with mobility aids.  This 
legislation was intended to fully integrate all modes of travel in the designs of streets and highways 
funded with federal dollars. More complete street design is expected to improve mobility options, 
reduce greenhouse gas and air quality emissions, and improve safety for bicyclists and pedestrians. 
 
This legislation would have required state departments of transportation and metropolitan planning 
organizations to adopt an explicit statement of policy to accommodate the safety and convenience of 
users of all travel modes applying to all federally-funded projects within the transportation 
improvement program. Senator Harkin is developing legislation similarly intended to support complete 
street design.  Harkin is working in conjunction with the Des Moines Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO).  The language is attached for committee information although it has not been 
assigned a bill number and has some language yet to be resolved.  Matsui’s Washington DC staff 
solicited our input on the legislation and has asked that the SACOG Board consider a position of 
support.  This is an information only item.  Staff seeks Committee input with the intent of bringing it 
back to this committee and full Board for future action once the final Harkin bill is in print. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director 
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Key Staff: Rebecca Sloan, Director of External Affairs & Member Services, (916) 340-6224 
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