
 
 

  
 Item #08-10-9  
SACOG Board of  Directors Workshop 

October 16, 2008 
 
Corp of Engineers Enhanced Funding for Natural Resources Data Development 
and Planning 
   
Stacey McKinley is part of SACOG's core consultant/staff team for the Rural Urban 
Connections Strategy project.  Her focus so far has been on regulatory reform issues related to 
the federal resource agencies.  In that capacity she is assisting SACOG with our NEPA 
streamlining initiative, the Memoranda of Understanding we committed in the MTP EIR to 
negotiate with US Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the Placer Parkway and El Dorado-Elk 
Grove Connector, and various aspects of the Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP) that several of 
our members have in progress.  About 10 days ago we learned of a rare opportunity for possible 
substantial funding for the District Army Corps of Engineers to support high quality data 
collection efforts for the HCPs.  We addressed the question of whether SACOG should pursue 
and support this funding opportunity for the region through an emergency agenda item at the 
Housing and Land Use Committee meeting and then at an emergency meeting of the Board's 
Strategic Planning Committee. Both groups unanimously recommended that SACOG authorize 
Ms. McKinley to work with the Honorable John Paul Woodley, Jr., Assistant Secretary of the 
Army, Civil Works (head of the Army Corps of Engineers in Washington, D.C.) to attempt to 
take advantage of this opportunity.  Both groups made unanimous affirmative 
recommendations, and on that basis Chair Tom Cosgrove and I authorized her to meet with 
Secretary Woodley last Friday on SACOG's behalf.  She will brief the Board on the results of 
her discussion, as well as the results of meetings with Chip Smith, Assistant to the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Environment, Tribal and Regulatory Affairs, who will be in the 
Sacramento region all day Thursday, October 23 for meetings on related matters. 
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